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STATE OF WEST YIEGHSTIA, 

Department of Free Schools, 

Wheeling, January 1st, 1878. 



To His Excellency, H. M. Mathews, 

Governor of the State of West Virginia : 

Sir — I have the honor to transmit herewith, the fourteenth annual 
report of the working of the Free Schools of the State, for the year 
©Ming August 31st, 1877. 

As it will be my duty to make to you another report before the 
Tiext session of the Legislature, I deem it best to defer 'any recom- 
mendations which I may deem it proper to make to you concerning 
^up School Law, until that time. 
J have the honor to be, 

Very respectfully j your obedient servant j 

W. K. Pendleton, 
State Superintendents 



4 FREE SCHOOLS. 

Summary of the School Year ending August 31, 1877, 

Number of school districts ^ 347 

Number of sub-district 3,144 

Number of district school commissioners 1,045 

Number of secretaries of boards of education 382 

Number of trustees 3^4 

Number of city and county superintendents 56 

Summary of School Statistics for the School Year ending August 31, 1877, 
compared with those for the School Year ending August 31, 1876. 

Number of teachers granted certificates, 1877 ~. 3,794 

Number of teachers granted certificates, 1876 3,817 

Decrease 23 

Number of teachers employed, 1877 , 3,789 

Number of teachers employed, 1876 3,693 

Increase , 96 

Number of male teachers employed, 1877 2,818 

Number of male teachers employed, 1876 2,797 

Increase 21 

Number of female teachers employed, 1877 971 

Number of female teachers employed, 1876 896 

Increase 76 

Number of Months Taught. 

By male teachers, 1877 10,960 

By male teachers, 1876 .'.. 11,256 

Decrease 306 

By female teachers, 1877 4,909 

By female teachers, 1876 4,442 

Increase 467 

Total number of months taught, 1877 - 15,869 

Total number of months taught, 1876 15,698 

Increase 161 

Average number of months taught, 1877 4.13 

Average number of months taught, 1876 4 32 

Decrease •!& 

Children in the state between the ages of six and twenty-one years, for 1877 192,606 

Children in the state between the ages of six and twenty-one years, for 1876 184,796 

Increase 7,810 

Attended school during the year 1877 125,832 

Attended school during the year 1876 12^,504 

Increase 1,828 

Average daily attendance of males, 1877 • 46,242 

Average daily attendance of males, 1876 43,082 

Increase 2,160 

Average daily attendance of females, 1877 88,227 

Average daily attendance of females, 1876 29,196 

Jncrease .f...,,.,; „^v.<v,.r-r r •****•. ^>^ 



REPORT OP GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT. 5 

General average attendance, 1877 ; 83,469 

General average attendance, 1876 72,278 

Increase 11,191 

General average age of pupils, 1877 • 11.12 

General average age of pupils, 1876 11.32 

Decrease .20 

Whole number of schools, 1877 3,390 

Whole number of schools, 1876 3,341 

Increase 49 

Common schools, 1877 3,.S20 

Common schools, 1876 3,269 

Increase 51 

Graded schools, 1877 65 

Graded schools, 1876 67 



Decrease. 



Decrease . 



Increase. 



2 



High schools, 1877 5 

High schools, 1876 5 

School Houses. 

Frame, 1877 1,829 

Frame, 1876 1,763 

Increase 76 

Stone, 1877 7 

Stone, 1876 11 
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Brick, 1877 84 

Brick, 1876 ; 79 



5 



Log, 1877 1,296 

Log, 1876 1,284 

Increase 12 

Whole number of school houses, 1877 3,216 

Whole number of school bouses, 1876 3,127 

Increase. 89 

Number built during the year 1877 126 

Number built during the year 1876 141 

Decrease 15 

Number commenced but not completed, 1877 42 

Number commenced but not completed, 1876 53 

Decrease 11 

Value of school grounds, 1877 $ 178,811 28 

Value of school giounds, 1876 157,721 66 

Increase 21,089 62 

Value of school houses, 1877 1,446,446 99 

Value of school houses, 1876 1,419,664 20 

Increase , •i&OJ^Lnfi 
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Value of furniture, 1877 80,326 84 

Value of furniture, 1876 74,725 68 

Increase 5,601 16 

Value of libraries, 1877 1,193 30 

Value of Ubraries, 1876 945 30 

Increase ! 248 00 

Valueof apparatus, 1877 7,821 56 

Value of apparatus, 1876 7,410 99 

Increase '. 410 57 

Total valueof school property, 1877 1,714,599 97 

Total valueof school property, 1876 1,660,467 83 

Increase 54,132 14 



Beceipts for the year ending August 31, 1877, compared with those for 

the year ending August 31, 1876. 

From state school fund, 1877 3 192,096 43 

From state school fund, 1876 209.124 38 

Decrease 17,027 95 

From district levies for teachers' fund, 1877 350,412 72 

From district levies for teachers' fuud, 1876 : 359,102 42 

Decrease 8,689 70 

FromPeabody fund, 1877 6,110 00 

From Peabody fund, 1876 7,500 00 

Decrease 1,390 00 

From other sources for teachers' fund, 1877 22,704 54 

From other sources for teachers' fund, 1876 33,845 37 

Decrease 11,140 83 

Total receipts for teachers' fund, including am't on hand at beginning of school yr., 1877. 655,559 22 

Total receipts for teachers' fund, including am't on hand at beginning of school yr., 1876. 695,282 58 

Decrease 39,723 36 

From levy for building fund, 1877 201,751 70 

From levy for buUding fund, 1876 219,863 85 

Decrease 18,112 15 

From other sources for building fund, 1877 ; 7,191 03 

From other sources for building fund, 1876 29,190 20 

Decrease 21,999 17 

Total receipts for building fund, including am't on hand at beginning of school yr., 1877. 265,221 76 

Total receipts for building fund, including am't on hand at beginning of school yr., 1876. 291,294 42 

Decrease 26,072 66 

Total receipts from all sources for teachers' and building funds for the school year end- 
ing A.ug. 31, 1877, including amount on hand at beginning of school year 921,307 10 

Total receipts from all sources for teachers' and building funds for the school year end- 
ing Aug. 31, 1876, including amount on hand at beginning of school year 986,577 00 

Decrease 65,269 90 
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Expenditures for the year ending August 31, 1877, compared With those 

for the year ending August 31, 1876. 

Salaries paid to male teachers, 1877 3 872,437 89 

Salaries paid to male teachers, 1876 391,384 18 

Decrease 18,946 29 

Salaries paid to female teachers, 1877 166,835 43 

Salaries paid to female teachers, 1876 152,650 97 

Increase 14,184 46 

2 

Total amount paid teachers for the year 1877 539,273 3 

Total amount paid teachers for the year 1876 544,035 15 

Decrease 4,761 83 

Average salaries, male teachers (white), 1877 37 70 

Average salaries, male teachers (white), 1876 34 89 

Average salaries, female teachers (white), 1877 29 22 

Average salaries, female teachers (white), 1876 32 09 

Average salaries, male teachers (colored), 1877 30 0^ 

Average salaries, male teachers (colored), 1876 30 83 

Average salaries, female teachers (colored), 1877 28 51 

Average salaries, female teachers (colored), 1876 15 97 

General average, 1877 31 36 

General average, 1876 31 62 

Expenditures from the Building Fund, 

Amount paid for land for the year 1877 $ 10,147 77 

Amount paid for land for the year 1876 1 9,354 93 

Increase 792 84 

Amount paid for building school houses, 1877 86,095 12 

Amount paid for building school houses, 1876 105,187 46 

Decrease 19,092 34 

Amount paid for rent of school houses, 1877 2,342 02 

Amount paid for rent of school houses, 1876 2,707 60 

Decrease 365 58 

Amount paid for repairs, 1877 19,580 86 

Amount paid for repairs, 1876 23,711 12 

Decrease 4,130 26 

Amount paid for fuel, 1877 26,460 13 

Amount paid for fuel, 1876 25,382 24 

Increase 1,077 89 

Amount paid for furniture, 1877 4,355 81 

Amount paid for furniture, 1876 8,670 23 

Decrease i i ** 4,314 42 

Amount paid for apparatus, 1877 2,281 04 

Amount paid for apparatus, 1876 * ♦ 3,477 94 

Decrease 1,196 90 

"i 

Amount paid for interest, 1877 6,559 18 

Amotrnt paid for interest, 1876 » 4,479 29 

j mC yB8ifttmttitinMiniiitttmnttt«tinnm«nOtMni«»tti»nt«HtmitttnttinHMHiimttm«n«»tnmmi»m «|Vf9 OV 
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Amount commission paid for collecting, 1877 $ 12,132 5i 

Amount commission paid for collecting, 1876 14,548 22 

Decrease 2,415 70 

Amount paid for enrollment, 1877 3,699 45 

Amount paid for enrollment, 1876 3,802 58 

Decrease 103 13 

Amount paid for sweeping buildings and making fires, 1877 '. 10,916 52 

Amount paid for sweeping buildiugs and making fires, 1876 12,083 03 

Decrease 1,166 51 

Amount paid secretaries of bourds of education, 1877 9,797 88 

Amount paid secretaries of boards of education, 1876 9,751 07 

Increase "46 81 

Amount paid for contingencies, 1877 16,355 62 

Amount paid for contingencies, 1876 22,989 10 

Decrease 6,633 48 

Total expenditures from the building fund, for all purposes, for the school year ending 

August 31, 1877 209,740 50 

Total expenditures from the same fund, for all purposes, fur the year 1876 247,630 45 

Decrease 37,889 95 

Total expenditures, for all purposes, from teachers' and building funds, for the year end- 
ing August 31, 1877 770,658 86 

Total expenditures, for all purposes, from the same funds, for the year 1876 786,117 94 

Decrease «, 15,459 08 

Balance reported on hand for year ending August 31, 1877 160,122 85 

Balance reported on hand for year ending August 31, 1876 134,093 53 

Increase 26,029 32 

Average District Levy on the $100 value of Property j for the /School 
Year ending August 31, 1877, compared with the School Year end- 
ing August 31, 1876. 

For teachers' fund, 1877 .30.40 

For teachera' fund, 1876 .29.70 

Fo» building fund, 1877 .20.30 

For building fund, 1876 19.90 

Cost per Pupil. 

Cost per pupil for tuition for the school year ending August 31, 1877, based on the enu- 
meration reported $ 2 77 

Cost per pupil for tuition for the school year ending August 31, 1876, based on the enu- 
meration reported 2 76 

Increase 01 

Cost per pupil for tuition for the school year ending August 31, 1877, based on the num- 
ber reported attending school 4 30 

Cost per pupil for tuition for the school year ending August 31, 1876, based on the num- 
ber reported attending school 4 13 

Increase 17 

Cost per pupil, for all purposes, for the school year ending August 31, 1877, based on the 

number reported in dally average attendauce 7 66 

Cost per pupil, for all purposes, for the school year ending August 31, 1876, based on the 

number reported in daily average attendance 7 72 

Decrease 06 
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Cost per pupil, for all purposes, for 1877, based on the number reported attending schoeLf 5 10 

Cost per pupil, for all purposes, for 1876, based on the number reported attending schooL 6 65 

Decrease '. ^ 56 

Amount received during the year 1877, for all purposes, for each youth in the state be- 
tween the ages of six and twenty-one years, as enumerated 4 00 

Amount received during the year 1876, for all purposes, for each youth in the state be- 
tween the ages of six and twenty-one years, as enumerated 5 42 

Decrease 1 ^ 

Amount expended during the year 1877, for all purposes, for each youth in the state be- 
tween the ages of six and twenty-one years, as enumerated 3 28 

Amount expended during the year 1876, for all purposes, for each youth in the state be- 
tween the ages of six and twenty-one years, as enumerated 4 48 

Decrease 1 20 

Cost per pupTi, per month, for all purposes, for the year 1877, based on the number re- 
ported attending school 1 25 

Cost per pupil, per month, for all purposes, for the year 1876, based on the number re- 

poned attending school ^ 1 58 

Decrease 33 

Recapitulation of the Fiscal Statement for the School Year ending 

August 31, 1877. 

Total assets reported from all sources during the year, including balance on hand at be- 
ginning of school year % 921,307 10 

Total reported disbursements of both funds during the year 770,668 86 

Reported balance on hand (with sheriffs) of both funds 160,122 86 



STATISTICAL TABLES 



FOR THE 



SCHOOL YEAR ENDING AUG. 31, 1877. 



EXPLANATION OF STATISTICAL TABLES. 

TABLE A — Showing the receipts and disbursements of the Teachers' Fund. 

TABLE B— Showing the receipts and expenditures of the Building Fund. 

TABLE C — Showing the number and value of school houses, &c. 

TABLE D — Enrollment of youth between the ages of six and twenty-one years, and number at* 

tending school. 
TABLE E — Sub-districts, schools, and number and grade of certificates. 
TABLE F— Number of teachers and number of months taught. 

TABLE 6— Age of pupils ; number studying ; number of district officers, and visits from officers. 
TABLE H— Amount of district levies ; amount of delinquent lists ; total receipts and expenditures ; 

balance on hand ; apportionment and average cost per pupil. 
TABLE .1— Showing the enumeration of youth ; the apportionment of State School Fund for the 

school year commencing September 1st, 1876, and September 1st, 1877, and the 

amount of salaries paid county superintendents. 
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TABLE E. 
Sub-Districts, Schools and Number and Grade of Certificate. 
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, SUPERINTENDENT. 

TABLE F. 

Number of Teachers and Number of Months Taught. 





ITLICHEBS. 




MONTHS TAUGHT. 




COUNTIES. 


..,„ 


— 


'1 


Bit 


White. 


Colored. 


1 


1 

II - 


i 


■i 

1 


1 


i 


1 


1 


3 


1 


1 


1 


1 


-3 

I 




1 
1 

ss 

* 

*i 

M 
63 

s 


12 

] 

I 


4S 

3S 
M 

lot 

* 

2 


3 


3 


8 
I 

1 


M 
2 

1 

1« 

B 
2 

4 
3 

6 



7 
B 

* 
12 


79 
US 

aw 

Bit 
MO 

"i 
1 

141 
251 

4a 

19 
31 


90 

SO 
« 

42 
50 

SI 
IB 

2» 

1 

■Ti 

{ 

4| 
7! 
9 

a 

366 


1 

288 
2S2 

271 


"a 

12 


4 


4» 

a 

3 


S30 


3.96 










»:'»? 








3:SS 






JJP'» - 


3.61 












».!i 




lias 














221 
341 

SB- 
Ill 

2IC 

Ml 
1« 

491 

2» 

aa 

2S 

29 

le 

92 


,™ 


"iS 


..f 


331 

is: 
m 

207 
■SSI 

ik 
■i» 

. 201 

i 

ss 


3.93 

4.32 

4.8B 

a.sa 
















i 




S°3?:.ii 


Si^.. 

FleMuiu 


"i 


"2 


.... 
"2 


8.S5 








-• 


2 


4.00 






4^00 
3.18 














3.B3 
4.00 
4.00 

i.m 

4.00 

li 




W?"' 

Wfltnter 

WelM].. . . 

^::::. . 






TOUlB „ - 


iTsawfl 


aea 


M 




lOf 


illB 


llffito 


4V!IB 


IMT 


3m!i1 


4.1:1 



(a.) Nuiutwrof Months Taoght not B«portecL 



aoo[miminio 



S 3 gSiSI K S 5 r;S SRI a 15 i gS S S £ 33 IS g 8S' 






SE«=Sil5=?S 



SPSSS3S" 



issn 



iS8- 



Hjs a 






i^gpSiSipi 



lisaggsigii 



liliP^iii^^ 



ii^Ji^Sgi|ii|iii|iiiiiiips 



3g?SliggS22i:-- 



gSS"!^ 



III! 



lie ^ : ■C^Ji Ie-oS : ■ I ■: 

lllifflolllll^llslll 



FBES SCHOOLS. 
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TABLE I. 



Showing the Enumeration of Youth and Apportionment of State School 
Fund for the School Years commencing September let, 1877, and Sep- 
tember 1st, 1878, and the Amount <^ Salariespaid to County Superin- 
tendents. 
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Description of Invested School Fund. 



1877. 
Sept. 1 



Stock in First National Bank of Fairmont, W. Va $50,000 00 

Stock in Parkersburg National Bank 40,000 00 

Stock in National Bank of W. Va., at WheeUng 30,000 00 



9 120,000 UO 



UNITED STATES SEGISTERED CENTRAL PACIFIC R. R. BONDS. 



No. 2,037, dated August 2, 1866— Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,038, dated August 2, 1866— Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No.. 2,039, dated August 2, 1866— Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,040, dated August 2, 1866- Interest from July 10, 1886 1,000 00 

No. 2,041, dated August 2, 1866- Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,042, dated August 2, 1866— Intei-est from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,043, dated August 2, 1866— Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,044, dated August 2, 1866— Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,045, dated August 2, 1866— Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,046, dated August 2, 1866— Interest irom July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,047, dated August 2, 1866— Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,200, dated January 22, 1868— Interest from January 1, 1868 1,000 00 

No. .30, dated January 22, 1868— Interest from January 1, 1868 5,000 00 

No. 251, dated January 22, 1868— Interest from January 1, 1868 10,000 00 

No. 252, dated January 22, 18GH— Interest from January 1, 18(58 10,000 (M) 

UNITED STATES REGISTKRED UNION PACIFIC R. R. BONDS. 

No. 1,982, dated January 21, 1869- Interest from January 1, 1869 10,000 00 

No. 1,525, dated Januarv 21, 1869— Interest from January 1, 1869 5,000 00 

No. 235, dated March 13, 1869— Interest from February 10, 1869 10,000 00 

No. 236, dated March 1.3, 1869— Interest from February 10, 1869 10,000 00 

No. 3,439, dated October 27, 1873— Interest from July 1, 1873 10,000 00 

No. 3,759, dated November 4, 187.3— Interest from July 1, 1873 10,000 00 

UNITED STATES REGISTERED FIVE-TWENTIES. 

No. 492, dated January 15, 1870— Interest from January 1, 1870 500 00 

No. 2,123, dated January 13, 1870— Interest from January 1, 1870 1,000 00 

No. 2,124, dated January 13, 1870— Interest from January 1, 1870 1,000 00 

No. 2,125, dated January 18, 1870— Interest from January 1, 1870 1,000 00 

No. 653, dated January 15, 1870— Interest from January 1, 1870 5,000 00 

No. 847, dated January 15, 1870— Interest from January 1, 1870 10,000 00 

CERTIFICATES OF UNITED STATES STOCK— FIVE-TWENTIES. 



No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 



714, 
2,837, 
2,838, 
2,839, 
2,840, 
828, 
1,051, 
1,0.52, 
11,519, 
No. 11,520, 
No. 11,521, 
No. 24,030, 
No. 7,160, 
No. 10,302, 



dated February 18, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 500 00 

dated February 18, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 1,000 00 

dated February 18, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 1,000 00 

dated February 18, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 1,000 00 

dated February 18, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 1.000 00 

dated February 18, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 5,000 00 

dated February 18, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 10,000 00 

dated February 18, 1871 —Interest from January 1. 1871 10,000 00 

dated March 6, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 100 00 

dated March G, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 100 00 

dated March 6, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 100 00 

dat«d March 6, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 1,000 OO 

dated March 6, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 5,000 00 

dated March 6, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 10,000 00 

BONDS OF THE STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA. 



Dated October 29, 1873— Interest from date 16,970 00 

Dated August 10, 1876 — Interest from date 35,000 00 

Dated June 16, 1877 — Interest from date 15,541 48 



Aggregate amount invested 



Exhibit of the School Fund, September 1, 1877. 



:{7,00() 0;» 



55,000 00 



18,500 oa 



45,800 00 



67,511 48 
« 343,811 48 



1877. 
Sept. 1 



Total amount invested 9 343,811 48 

Balance in the Treasury at this date 719 97 

Aggr^ate amount in the School Fund at this date.'. .$ 344,531 45 



The foregoing account is correct. 
6 



AuDlTOB's OFFICE, WHEELING, W. Va., S^tember 1, 1877, 

JOS. S. MILLER, AwlxtKK^ 
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FREE SCHOOLS. 



Names and Post Office Addresses of County Superintendents of Free 
Schools, in West Virginia, for the Official Term, beginning September 
1st, 1S77, and ending August 31st, 1879. 



Names of Supbrintbndents. 




Perry Marteiiy 

ES Tabler 

John Morris 

TG Cutlip 

George A Baxter.... 

D L DuDcan 

F M Ferrill 

John Sands 

JV Blair 

DBEasley 

Johs s Withers 

EdF Vossler , 

Thomas H Dennis.. 
Henry B Gilkeson.. 

Van B Bernard , 

L T Hoover 

J B Adams 

Robert H Hughes... 

John Hess 

Martin Hill 

George W Crook 

FM Vickers 

S S Altizer 

John M Satterfield. 

WMWirt 

Charles E Hogg , 

J W Hale 

J A Sharpless 

A L Wade 

J PCampell 

Geor6e Buck , 

Jesse J Gamble 

Joseph L Smith 

James Q. Maxwell...., 
Wm F McQuain.... 

A W Gorrell 

Samuel B Hannah... 

Peter R Smith 

Addison Wolfe 

George W Cook 

Alonzo F Wilmoth. 

G W Lowther 

PC Vinyard 

David G Lilly 

Horace Noyes 

LS Auvil 

TN Parks 

Joseph S Reger 

Joseph M Marcum.. 

N W Clifton 

George K Franks... 

DC Casto 

S T Stapleton 

J L Marshall 

J CHervey 

ATegethoff. 



Philippi 

Bedington 

Peytona 

Braxton Court House.. 

Wellsburg 

Thorndike 

Brooksville 

Pleasant Retreat 

West Union 

Fayetteville 

Glenville 

Grant Court House 

Lewisburg 

Roraney 

Fairview , 

Moorefield 

Clarksburg 

Jackson C^urt House... 

Halltown 

Kanawha Court House. 

Weston 

Hamlin 

Logan Court House 

Fairmont 

Dallas 

Point Pleasant 

Princeton 

Piedmont 

Morgautown 

Red Sulphur Springs.... 

Berkeley Springs 

Peryville 

Summersville 

Triadelphia 

Franklin 

Hebron 

Greenbank 

Kingwood 

Red House Shoals 

Raleigh Court House.... 

New Interest 

Harris ville 

Looneyville 

Jumping Branch 

Fetterman 

St. George 

Middlebourne 

Rural Dale 

Moses Fork 

Webster Court House... 

Burton. 

Burning Springs. 

Parkersburg. 

Oceano. 

Wheeling 

Martinsburg. 



Counties 



Barbour 

Berkeley 

Boone 

Braxton 

Brooke 

Cabell 

Calhoun 

Clav 

Doadribge 

Fayette 

Gilmer 

Grant 

Greenbrier 

Hampshire 

Hancock 

Hardy 

Harrison 

J ackson 

Jeflferson 

Kanawha 

Lewis 

Lincoln 

[Logan 

Marion 

Marshall 

Mason 

Mercer 

Mineral 

Monongalia 

Monroe 

Morgan 

McDowell 

Nicholas 

Ohio 

Pendleton 

Pleasants 

Pocahontas 

Preston 

Putnam 

Raleigh 

Randolph 

Ritchie 

Roane 

Summers 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Tyler 

Upshur 

Wayne 

Webster 

Wetzel 

Wirt 

Wood 

Wyoming 

Wheeling City. 

Martinsburg 



REPORTS 



OF 



COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS, 



FOR THE 



SCHOOL YE\R ENDING AUGUST 31, 1877. 



BAEBOUR COUNTY.— Perry Marteney, Suft 

The subject of free popular instruction is no longer a question on 
trial before the public mind, but it has become one of the important 
elements of our State and National existence. In point of thorough- 
ness and progress, I think our school work of the past year has been 
a grand success. We have a fair number of live, active, progressive 
teachers, who are laboring to fit themselves for the highest usefulness 
in their profession, notwithstanding their many discouragements. 
Many of them have an abiding faith that by and by they will be re- 
warded for the sacrifices they are now compelled to make. I think 
they are right, for a spirit of progress with reference to common 
school education is evidently abroad in the county and is gathering 
renewed strength every day. We also have our proportion of "frauds," 
who call themselves teachers, and who owe their uncertain existence 
to the notion which still clings to certain boards of local directors, 
that it is economy to employ cheap teachers. As long as this idea 
prevails, we must suffer from these miserable hucksters. Let our 
boards of education accept the fact that the best teacher is the cheap- 
est in the end, and we will be able to furnish as large a mortuary list 
of the above mentioned class as has ever appeared on exhibition in 
any one county. Let them do this and we will then have ail the neces- 
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sary agencies in our hands to make our schools just what we want 
them to be. The examiners are using their best endearors to drive 
the inefficient class from the profession and with some success; but 
they have no power to keep efficient teachers in the "field." This 
power resides in the people, and through them in our local boards, and 
in their sense of the greatness of our common school caubo, lies our 
chief hope of elevating the character of our public schools. Be it re- 
membered that live salaries are the only securities for live teachers. 
We mean still to lift up and bear higher the educational standard of 
the teachers of Barbour county. We wish to have it distinctly under- 
stood that we have no room here in our schools for lazy, listless or 
loitering ones who can do nothing else of a season, and so teach. Bat 
with a word of encouragement and a hand to help, we welcome all to 
the noble work of the true teacher, who come to us with head and 
hand, and heart prepared and devoted to the self-denying service. I 
visited every school in the county with the exception of one. In these 
visits, besides noting the course and methods of instruction and of 
gevernment, advising with trustees and teachers, and chastising at 
times, I formed graduating classes in the primary branches for the 
year 1878, which, I think will be a great stimulous to the schools of 
this county. 

I am glad to say that nearly all of our school officers have labored 
faithfully, earnestly and zealously in the performance of their duties, 
although some of them have had "up-hill" work. 

And now I wish to say to the friends of education, school officers 
and teachers, I return my thanks to you for the many favors I have 
received at your hands, hoping the coming year may be one of great 
improvement with us all and that we may bo the means of conferring 
greater blessings to the cause of education in our county. 

For statistical and financial reports see tables. 

I believe my report is nearly correct, particularly the statistical 
part. My financial report did not prove by $24.17. It appears from 
secretary's reports that the Sheriff has paid this amount from, his own 
pocket. However, he is a friend to the cause and will not "grumble." 
This over-balance is in the Building Fund. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Q. W. Stalnaker 1 

W. D. Zinn 1 

E. S. Daniels 1 

J. S. Cornwell 1 



T. W. A. Bowman 1 

C. W. Cox 1 

J. M.Compton 3 

E. H. Compton 1 



J. W. Shank llE. A. Waugh 1 

Salathiel Talbott 1 Miss A^usta Sinsel 1 



S. S. Talbott 2 

L. W Talbott 3 

Martin Talbott 4 

C/rus Poling 1 

W. K. Bowers 1 

L. L. Barron 1 

S. L. Day 4 

E. D. GaU 2 

A. B. Glasscock 3 

Miss Elsie Norris (colored) 1 

MissTebeD. Harris „ 3 

MissMoUieE Gould 1 

Miss Laura Whitiuore 1 

Henderson Peck 1 

J. F. Hartman 2 



Miss Alice Wilmoth 3 

Miss Nora Moore 1 

Miss Nancy Sipes 8 

Miss W. V. Teter 1 

MissO. V. Street 2 

Miss Mollie A. Mayo 3 

Miss SaUie R. Phillips..; 2 

MissL. M. Keyser 2 

E, Hottsberry 3 

F. M. Newman 8 

Columbus Kelly 2 

W, 8. Shutleflf. 1 

W. A. Gaunt 2 

James Coffman 2 

J. D. Adklsson 2 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES— Con^mW^d. 



F. B. Durrett 


1 


L. C. Bennett 


4 


Jonathan Hathaway 

S. S. Zinn 


1 


Charles Teter 


1 


1 

1 


J. A. Dunham 


1 


A. J. Hartman 


R. L. Tallman 


1 


Ira Eurett 


2 


B. F. Phillips 


2 


R J. Proudfoot 


3 

3 


J. M. Godwin 


2 


M. W. Hall 


C. A. Dunington 


2 


D. B. Payne 


2 


W. A Streets 


1 


Melville Peck 


1 


J. W. Hunt 


3 


Nelson Peck 


1 


Miss L. V. Robinson 


2 


Mrs. M. E. Harris 


1 


J. M. Burgess 


2 


J. A. Moats 


4 


Lewis W. Robinson 


2 


J. W. Freeman 


3 


E. W. Lawson 


2 


W. S. Lang 

George W. Baughman 

A. Valentine 


2 


W. J. Pritchard (colored^ 


4 


2 


M. F. Gather 


1 


2 


J. L Glasscock 


1 


William B. Bennett 


1 


Sam V. H. Wood 


2 


A. C. McLaniel 


2 


John W. Leonard 


1 


B. Baker 


2 


J. M. Curkendoll 


1 


A. W. Stalnaker 


2 


J.L. Malcom 


1 




1 







BERKELEY COUJSTTY.—E. M. Walker, SupH. 

You will observe some improvements in the statistical condition of 
our schools. The financial condition of the several districts varies to 
some extent owing to the time they continue their schools, salaries 
paid and the value of taxable property. Some of the districts have 
the advantage of the railroad assessment, whilst others have not, 
therefore their levies must be greater or the schools continued a 
shorter time. There is reasonable provision made for the colored 
people, where they have anything like fair numbers for a school ; but 
in many places they are so scattered that they cannot have the benefit 
of school. The people in Berkeley are taking much more interest 
in the public schools than formerly, it was notable at the last election. 
They find that they have to pay taxes nolens volens, and that it is 
no use to be obstinate about the matter and the only thing is to 
make the best of a good thing. I have great hope now for the schools, 
as all classes are taking an interest in them, both to save money and 
promote the school interest. We are trying to make teachers seek 
honor rather than pay, for if you get a teacher that has special re- 
gard for reputation j^ou generally have a good teacher; so I think it 
necessary to encourage teachers in every proper way to make a good 
reputation for themselves and in doing so the schools are lifted up 
and made respectable. We try and root out all in statu quo teachers. 
We are getting much better teachers than formerly, and owing to 
this the schools are coming into much better repute. Our school 
officers are organizing most vigorously for the term. I think the 
Boards of Education and Trustees should be paid reasonably for their 
services, as few men caire to work for nothing, especially for the 
public, say one dollar per day actually engaged in their duties. 
As to the school law I have made suggestions as to revision in my 
former reports ; it is not complete, but it is a very good law, if 
properly administered. It is certain that there cannot be any very 
great improvement upon it, therefore it is better not to tack on so many 
little amendments, special laws should be avoided and not allowed 
for any section, all should come under the general law to avoid con- 
fusion. I close hoping that Providence may guide you aright in 
your duties. You have my good wishes. 

9 
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t'REE SCHOOLS. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



T. C. Siler 2 

J. Newton Hall J 

Moigan Morgan 1 

Alexander Johnson 3 

C. W. McKown 8 

Rev. Dr. Willlaux Beal 3 

Elias Wood 2 

E. R. Gero 3 

George B. Vogel 3 

Samuel L. Dodd 1 

J. W. B. Evans 2 

CvrusH. Wavble 1 

M. G. Albright 1 

WUliamA. Pltzer 1 

A. R. Miller 2 

J. T. McKown 2 

D. 8. Griffith 2 

C. H. Moss 2 

F. M. Fraule 1 

David H. Dodd 2 

M. K. Harbough 2 

H. S. Butts 2 

G. E. Barnett 2 

William Eversole 2 

JohnT Pauling 1 

George Newcomer 4 

George W. Vanmetre 3 

Isaac M. Hawkman 3 

Charles W Cooper 3 

J. A. Downs 3 

C. Shepherd ; 1 

C. W. Faltz 2 

M. K. Butts 2 

J. P. Davis 2 

R. S. Mohler 3 



G. W. M.Tabler 2 

8 C. Rhodes 2 

J. P X. Miller S 

W. P. Fisher 4 

Henry Ueed 5 

A. B. Young 4 

G. W. Green 4 

William Hesse 5 

R. H. Ryon 1 

B. H. Roberts 3 

William 8wartz 4 

Niehohus Nasby 4 

A. M. (Jraham 1 

J. f. Jtlm.",""" 1*^' '"« ^"^ "' Examiner.. 

Mrs. L. Walsh 3 

Nannie E Roberts 4 

Anna E. Griffith 1 

Mrs. Dr. Johnson , 1 

Mary A. Vanmeter 2 

Jennie Shaffer 1 

Laura V. Harley 1 

Marv A. McKown 3 

Ida V. Miller 8 

Josephine Morgan ;.... 3 

Ella D. Kerby 3 

Susan S Williamson 3 

H. E. Royer 1 

Mrs. L. A. Walsh 2 

Mrs A. P. Kerney 2 

Sallie Newkirk 2 

L. L. Johnson 2 

Virginia Stump 1 

Miss Beal 8 

Sallie C. Johnson 4 



BOONE COUNTy.— Gary Tony, Sup't. 

1 have used all available means to present a full and correct report, 
although I am afraid that I have failed in part, I visited a great 
many of the schools in the county last winter, and gave such instruc- 
tions as I thought most needed ; scrutinizing closely the mode of in- 
struction given by the various teachers in the county. I am happy 
that I am able to report progres:;. The pupils attending school have 
made commendable progress in their studies. Our teachers are im.- 
proving very fast. We are now able to furnish our own teachers ; 
heretofore we were under the necessity of employing a great many 
teachers from other counties and States. 

In conclusion, permit me to return my thanks to the teachers and 
scholars tor their kindness toward me while visiting them ; and like- 
wise to the citizens for their hospitality while traveling over the 
county. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



M. F. Adkins 1 

W. D. Alford 3 

Park Ball 3 

,1. F. D. Bowman 1 

M. F. Ballai'd 3 

W. H. Ball 4. 3 

L. D. Browning 2 

W. B. Chapman 2 

Mrs. S. M. Cantley 1 

R. M. Campbell 1 

Miss Ada A. CYoft 1 

Miss M, J (Gardner 2 

E. M. Griffith 3 



Miss M. A. Hopkins 3 

W. S. Hatfield 3 

B. S. Hager 3 

A. Jamos, (colored) 1 

John Maroney 8 

Miss A. Meadows 2 

Joseph Pfost 1 

Miss A. v. Plxlov 1 

M. R. Perry (colored) 3 

R. V. Powell 2 

L. W. Sanford 1 

Miss L. M. Samuel I 

C. F. Stover 1 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



W. N. Griffith 3 

W.C. Hopkms 1 

Miss H. A. Hopkins 2 

MissE. E Hopkins 2 

Miss M. E. Hopkins 3 

Miss Ada A. Harless 2 



James J. Taylor 2 

E. B. Vickers 1 

L. F. Vickers 2 

Miss Roxie Woods 2 

Miss Alemeda Workman 2 

H. A. Williams 3 



BKAXTON COUNTY— T. G. Cutlip, Sup't 

As my term of office began with the present scholastic year, 1 did 
not visit any of the schools; but most of them were visited by my 
predecesor, who informs me that the teachers generally seemed to be 
alive to the interest of common instruction, and there was a marked 
improvement in the discipline and method of instruction. But there 
was a lack of attendance, in many instances unaccountable. It is to 
be hoped that the present law will have a wholesome effect in increas- 
ing the attendance. One new house was built during the year, in 
Salt Lick District, small but convenient ; there was one built in the 
District of Birch. It is wholly unnecessary to make many sugges- 
tions in regard to amendments to the school law ; yet a few wise sug- 
gestions might be essential. The present law respecting the attendance 
of Institutes, is a decided improvement on the old law. No number 4 
or 5 certificates should be granted. I will just say in conclusion, long 
may the free schools continue to increase in prosperity, and ere long 
the time come when every child of suitable age will be found in them. 

May the time soon arrive when all will be friends to the system of 
free education, and its moral working for the elevation of the citizens 
of West Virginia, be one of uninterrupted prosperity. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



WHJack 

TG Cutlip 

EV Frame 

EW Cutlip 

S Nottingham 

J P Berry 

L A Friend 

J W Haona 

A M Frame 

JM Hamrie 

CLEngle 

JS Garie 

ECGarie 

S S Stonstreet 

Mortimore Rose 

A J Salsberry 

Jno C Salsberry 

JC Salsberry 

J A Pierson 

E A Berry 

GC Squires 

TJ Berry 

JMHver 

PC Roberts 

J F Thayer 

W K Bender 

E Haymond 

J A Berd 

PL Curry a 

A GRyan 

MF Gibson 

A Hamrie 

BF Hamrie 

J F Hamrie 

SBBowyer 

GB Gibson 

C A Roberts 



I SN RoUyson 2 

1 J E Rollyson 4 

1 J P Rollyson 3 

3 J M Rusnnisel 1 

IJ G Perrine 1 

IJM Stewart 2 

IJ CH Coger 4 

1 W M Barnet 1 

2 C W Ware 2 

1 J F Hamrie 3 

1 A M Berry 3 

1 W H Given 3 

3 I M Lake 3 

2 R A Henderson 3 

1 V B Frame 2 

2 S F Griffin 1 

IJ E Rollyson 3 

4 J P Rollyson 3 

1 Wm Vanzandt.../. 2 

1 FUMALBS. 

2 M D Hall 1 

1 M E Berry 1 

3 P E Berry l 

2 M R Day i 

2 M A Daly i 

1 Map^eMose 3 

2 Lizzie McCoy 3 

4|L J Berry 3 

2lElla Berry 3 

4|M A Wiloughby 4 

1 I M Garie 2 

4 Ella Nixon 2 

2| Annie Sprigg 2 

4 C E Berry 2 

4 MS Hammer 2 



L A Vamer i 
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BROOKE COUNTY.— J. W. Hough, SvpH. 

In making tbis my sovouth annual report of the condition of free 
schools in the county of Brooke, 1 am gratified because I can state, 
that during these years there has been progress and advancement in our 
schools. 

We have a good school house in each sub-district in the county and 
the sub-districts, are so located that every family in the county 
may receive the advantages of the schools. Most of the school houses 
of the county were built several years ago and need repainting. 
This will no doubt be attended to soon, as our boards of education 
are composed of men who look well to the interests of the free school 
system. 

The Graded School in Wellsburg Independent District is in a flourish- 
ing condition, its building is substantial and ample, and under the 
present efficient surpervision of Prof W. H. Anderson, assisted by a 
corps of skilled teachers, affords abundant means for securing a good 
common school education. Bethany Graded school is of the better 
class and is also, well regulated and efficiently taught. I think, I may 
say in conclusion, that our entire county affords all the means and 
appliances for popular education and if an attendance of all that 
should go to school could be secured, would accomplish the great ob- 
ject for whir«h the school system was created. I commend the people 
of Brooke county, for earnestness in educational matters and sym- 
pathy with the free school system, and thank them for their kind- 
ness and courtesy to me during my terms of superin tendency. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



James D Lazear 1 

George W McCordJr 1 

A G Lee 1 

Anderson Henderson 1 

Trei'e Amspoker 1 

Rachel M l^e 1 

Annie M Bell 1 

SamueJ Shipley 2 



Rose Wheeler i 

T S Brown i 

Joseph A Cox i 

Samuel Richardson 2 

T O PBaily 8 

Harry Hervey i 

Catharine Sharp 2 

Henry Hervoy i 



Marie Hoffman 2 KB Anderson 1 

.Tames Cox 2 Jane Smith „ 1 



William Strain 1 

Harmiua Wright 1 

E E Jones 2 



Peter Perrine i 

Jennie Rjiy i 

James Hindennan i 



Ella Armspoker 1 Treoia R Hanlin 1 

Emma Watt 2: James D Pollock 1 

RiUa Criss 2JMa>igie Cami»bell 2 



Ada A Counselman 1 

Martha J Cox 1 

Annie M Lazear 1 

James Gibson 1 

E A Jester 8 

A SHunter 1 ( 



Harry Cole 2 

Forbes H Ferguson JJ 

A Lysander McConnell 2 

James Tree 1 

Mattie C Anderson i 



CABELL COUNTY.— D. L. Duncan, Suft 

(No Written Report,') 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



M A Bias 2 

MS Bias 2 

J F Herndon 2 

T B Summers 1 

Wiu Algeo 1 

Wm S Rece 2 

H F Melton 3 

D FLemar 2 

JohnTurley 3 

Arthur Merrill 1 

JohnWigal 1 

A B Maupin 1 

J T Lackland 1 

MissLizzle Stone 1 

Miss A G Vandiver 1 

Miss L Hill 2 

Mrs S K Saunders 2 

Dr JTUnseld 1 

Miss Alice Broadhurst 3 

Mrs Addie Holderby 1 

Miss EmmaMcComas 2 

A fl Melrose 1 

John J Rousey 2 

Win McKendree 2 

Miss Alice Daniels 2 

W A Bishop 1 

Sarah B Fendley, (colored) 3 

RufusB Switsser 1 

Theodore Wilson, (colored) 2 

Miss AMSidebottom 3 

Miss Emma Swann 3 

Miss Emma Blake 2 

Irvin L Maghee 2 

Isaac V Bryant, (colored) 2 

Henderson Davis ~ 1 

WmH Harrison 2 



Thomas Dmidas 1 

Miss F Emma Benhring 1 

Dr Jv' Sidebottom 1 

Miss C C Bryan 2 

W W Holroyd 3 

Alton Maghee 2 

John M Hall 2 

Edward E Ma^fhee 2 

Miss Maria Tiernan 2 

W M Workman 2 

H F Melton 2 

Rev JO Rece 1 

Rev Albert Bowers 1 

R C Vass 1 

Rev J D Carter 2 

G W Priddy 2 

P H Childs 2 

Mrs S K Saunders 2 

DrC Morrison 1 

SC Nfossman 3 

W C Bramblett 2 

MissS Alice Hoff. 1 

A M Bryan 2 

A U Laidley 2 

John Laidlev 2 

MrsSE Laidley 2 

R XV Lewis 3 

E LSummers 2 

George Boster 2 

Henry C Dunkle 2 

R W Lewis 2 

Miss Hattie Abbott 1 

G W Priddy 1 

H J Bauragardner 2 

Miss Mary M Johnson 1 

D CSullivan 2 



CALHOUN COUNTY.— F. M, Ferrell, Sup't. 

The financial condition of the districts of Washington, Lee, Cen- 
tre and Sherman is, as appears from the report of these districts, very- 
good, both as to Teachers' Fund and Building Fund; that of Sheridan 
is not so good, especially its condition as to the Building Fund ; orders 
on Building Fund on this district do not go readily at twenty-five or 
thirty per cent below their nominal value. 

There is a prevailing tendency among the people ol this county to 
create and sustain too many school districts. Tt makes it very op- 
pressive on the people, because it requires a levy to the extent of law 
to give them a sufficient fund for a four month school in each school 
district during each school year ; hard on the teacher, because there 
being so many school districts to share the money, that the Teachers' 
Fund is divided into so small amounts to each school district, that the 
teacher, if there is a four month school in each school district during 
each school year, must teach for very low wages. 

Notwithstanding the above named tendency of the people to create 
a greater number of school districts than are really necessary, and 
their financial weakness, they are enthusiastic in their support of free 
education. Calhoun paye her teachers as good wages as any of the 
adjoining counties pay theirs. 

There were many amendments to the school law made during the 
last session of the Legislature of West Virginia, which were timely, 
and which will meet the hearty endorsement of all the friends of 
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free schools in our State ; yet there were some which surely were un- 
timely, especially the amendment requiring an attendance ot thirty- 
five per cent of the enumeration of youth in the school districts. In 
case a school does not make an attendance of thirty -five per cent, 
the trustees are obliged to dismiss the teacher, and should the Board 
of Education tail or refuse to continue the school, it may create a 
prejudice in the minds of the people of that school district, which 
fanned into flame by the inveterate and inflexible enemies of the 
free schools, may work inevitable ruin to the free school system of 
that district ; and may do it at the next election. It works (where it 
does work) to the disadvantage of the teacher. He is liable to be 
thrown out of a school at any unfavorable time ; a time in which 
he' may not get employment that year. Three trustees instead of 
one is not a happy amendment. It frequently causes a discord in a 
school where it might have been avoided by the one trustee. I think the 
law allows too much latitude to the district boards in the sub-divi- 
sion of the district into school districts. 

The schools of this county require a change of text books on the 
subject of arithmetic. Eay's Series of Arithmetics do not afford that 
mental culture and discipline that the study of arithmetic is intended 
to impart. They furnish dry, husky, mental drill books. Series of 
arithmetics are well suited to the proper training of the mind. They 
prepare the mind for original thought and investigation in the science 
ot numbers. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



M Hammock 1 

L H Trippet : 1 

WM Ayers 1 

HA Wolverton 1 

I W Tetrick 1 

Ella Marshall 1 

A J Barr r 1 

WLMiUer 4 

L J Stump 2 

Sophia Springston I 

G Johnson 1 

Charles A Walker 1 

G W banders 5 

Matilda Knight 2 

WmFerrili 3 

C J Goodknight 2 

Samuel Ayers 1 

Emily Knight 1 

AEKeller ll 



Aretta Divlin 1 

C WFerrell i 

B D Ferrell 2 

Hulda Petit 2 

HC Goodknight 1 

Viola J Winstead 2 

M A Famsworth 2 

J W Pell 1 

iMle Springston 2 

T K Ferrell 1 

MmonKnotts 1 

KB Rollyson 1 

Josiah Jarvis 2 

Isaac H Thomas '. 1 

P A Riep - 

Robert Clenworth 1 

CE Robinson 1 

D C Sturm 2 



CLAY COUNTY— John Sands, Supt 

I see nothing to cripple the working of the free schools in Clay 
county, if collectors and school officers would do their duty, and if 
proper encouragement were given to the school children by all con- 
cerned. 

The most of the teachers have improved very much in the last few 
years in a knowledge of the branches they teach, and in the art of 
teaching ; as to the law 1 am willing to try it as it stands for awhile. 
I think we have law enough, if we would faithfully comply with it, 
to carry us properly through the workings of a free school. It is not 
in my opinion, so much in the alteration of the law or in the altera- 
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fton of districts or sub-districts either, that will give the coveted pros- 
perity to the free schools of this State. 

Then let all school officers do what they know to be their duty, 
and let the teachers improve themselves and teach as well as they 
can, and let every citizen whether male or female, school officers or 
not, give proper encouragement to the schools and see if a different 
prosperity does not tell upon the working of the free schools. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Joel C Tabert 5 

William W King 4 

Hansford Pieraon 3 

Henry A Wilson 4 

John B Morris 2 

Milliard F Gibson 1 

H C Hill 2 

Abraham Wilson 3 

CP Wilson 1 

B M Rogers 2 

Delorane Upton 1 

Bennett Cook 3 

LP Rogers 2 

John F Hamric 4 

Morgan S Triplett 3 

C S Hall 1 

Scott (Nottingham 1 

L WRollison 2 

H L Morris 2 



Elijah Walker 5 

C F Walker 3 

G W Morton 2 

William M More 2 

Mary J Weeks 4 

Forsythe Stephenson 3 

Alice C Carroll 4 

S C Cavendish 5 

G W Arbogast 1 

L P Rogers 2 

John F Hamric 3 

H P Hardway 5 

B P Goad 5 

A Hamric 4 

J B Morris 1 

J M Sallaze 2 

Hansford Pierson 2 

S R Kefter 8 

Jasper Young " 1 



DODDKIDGE COUNTY— Jackson V. Blair, Sup't 

The financial report herein, is to some extent imperfect, as reports 
made to me are more or less so. They were deficient, as some of the 
boards of education failed to get full settlements with the late sheriff; 
and from my financial report you will learn that the board of West 
Union Independent District, utterly'' failed to get even a partial set- 
tlement. I have used all the means in my power to have these set- 
tlements made, but only succeeded to the extent you see. The school 
law does not authorize the County Superintendent to enforce these 
settlements as I think it should. Hence, 1 would suggest that an 
amendment be made authorizing the County Superintendent to en- 
force, by some legal process, settlements between the boards of edu- 
cation and the sheriff, if they are not made within the time required 
by law. Further suggestions in obedience to section 56 of the school 
law, I shall not offer at present, as a few of the amendments of last 
winter teach us that it is bettor to 

-"Bear the ills we have, 



Than fly to others we know not of." 

I have reference to the "thirty-five per cent attendance law," and 
the prescribed mode of employing teachers. The former had better 
have read, if at all "The parent shall send his child seventy-five per 
cent of the time taught," than the way it does read. The amend- 
ment as it now stands, gives a neighborhood "divided against itself,'' 
the power to stop and destroy its school. Some of the other amend- 
ments are very good, as the one providing for the more effectual 
collection and accounting for of school moneys. 

Now, allow me to say, the schools in the county this year did well. 
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The teachers are striving to improve themselves in their profession* 
In fact we examine so closely, that they are compelled to improve, or 
quit the work. The West Union Grraded School was under my charge 
as Principal, and Miss Lizzie Ingle, assistant. The free schools in 
the county are doing a great and lasting work, and the system is 
gaining a firmer footing every year. The chief hinderance now to its 
doing the greatest possible good to the greatest number, is non-attend- 
ance. I shall not now suggest the way and means by which this ob- 
struction might be removed, but would recommend the Legislature 
to weigh and consider well this subject. The following facts are 
enough to awaken to action every taxpayer and free school worker 
of the State. I say of the State, for I find in looking over the bi- 
ennial report, made by the State Superintendent, that Doddridge is an 
average representative county. (See Superintendent's report). 

It is astonishing, that the very class of persons which the free 
schools are intended to benefit, embraces almost exclusively, those 
who keep their children out of school. I have learned this from sev- 
eral years of close observation. Now, is it not within the province 
of our Legislature to look after this ? I should think so. I would 
not attribute to Ca3sar what does not belong to Caesar, but I would 
urge him to that which would save Rome \ 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



John J Ingle 1 

Henry Ash 1 

S F Lowther 1 

T M Davis 1 

C H Davis 1 

Lille M Atkinson-:' 1 

Minnie E Martin* 1 

Marv A Schutle 1 

M W Davis 1 

A S Britton 2 

M A Summers 2 

Chas E Hedges 2 

TP Douglass 2 

John H Bennedim 2 

M S Hanes 2 

Jacob L Freeman 2 

J I Brand 2 

O T Hansford 2 

May S Jeffrey 2 

Lewis F Randolph 2 

John Pearcy 2 

JPScopp 2 

M D BanJett 2 

EdwL Stevenson* 2 

HattieT Stevenson* 2 

J M Brohard 2 

Meigs J Bartlett 2 

M H Taylor 2 

Thomas Shaw 2 

EllaM Charter 2 

Howard ("ather 2 

LMLaw Fallett 2 

T J Ponh 3 

J N Mclntire 3 

G W Hall 3 

CL Polan 3 

Floyd N Williams 3 

Penelope Powell 3 

Lucy M Taverner 3 

SarahJ Dirert 3 

Clark Woofter.... 8 

■teachers from another State 



BW Meadows 8 

J P Freeman 8 

Meigs J Bartlett 8 

G C Norman 8 

W B Trevcy 8 

Mary J Ripley 8 

Lizzie Hickman 8 

Hanes Smith 8 

Hettie M Jeffrey 8 

Fannie McGilL' 8 

U I) McClain 8 

M E McClain 8 

Thos J Conley :... 8 

R Atherton 8 

A J (iaskins 8 

C P Yates 3 

W B Trevey 3 

Howard Cather 8 

Mary A McGinnis 3 

Mary Carroll 8 

Florence O Allen 8 

PB Mcaain 8 

Jas T Holt 8 

Chas F Bean 3 

S G Zinn 

David Rose 

A J Gasklns 

David Rose 

H C Davis 

Flora Shepherd* 

David A McClain 

Robert L McClain 

Jas T Holt 

J N Wolverton 

Melcena J McGinnis 

Mlnda Underwood 

David A McClain 

Wm A McClain 

John S Booher 5 

L D Frum c 5 

I 
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*FAYETTB COUNTY.— D. B. Easley. SupH. 

Not having served as County Superintendent last year, and conse- 
quently not having visited the schools, I can give no account of the 
particular workings of the system, so far as the schools themselves 
are concerned. I have, however, encountered difficulties enough in 
obtaining data from which to make anything, which might even be 
styled an apology for not making a report, to convince me that the 
requirements ol the school law are far above the abilities of the 
average officer elected thereunder. 

In the first place, I find that a trustee's report is an exception to 
the general rules, and it can be truthfully said in behalf of the rule, 
that the exceptions are very rare, so much so, that in a district con- 
taining twenty sub-districts, I find areportfrom one, the consequence 
is that the secretaries of the different boards are compelled to overhaul 
a mass of papers to obtain their financial reports, and the labor re- 
quired of them, being in most instances out of all proportion to their 
pay, it need not be a matter of surprise, if in many instances these 
reports are not worth the blanks upon which they are written. 

Another difficulty to be contended with, is the teachers* reports ; 
few fail to make some kind of a report, but it will be found in most 
instances to be a mass of errors. From these various reports, the 
report of the County Superintendent is to be made, and I cannot 
promise you anything better in mine than I have depicted in the 
others, but this I will say, that in most things connected with the 
financial part of my report, the figures are to be found in the Clerk's 
office, and where such is the case I have made use of them ; 1 there- 
fore, think that you will find my financial report mainly correct. 
The statistical report, besides being manifestly incorrect in various 
particulars, has three schools entirely unreported, nevertheless it was 
the best I could do under the circumstances, having been too unwell, 
from the time I came into office until the time when the reports of 
the secretaries were handed in, to assist them, besides it is doubtful 
whether with no more upon which to base a report than they had, I 
could have bettered them. 

In conclusion, I would say that the only remedy I can see for the 
neglect on the part of the trustees is a law imposing a penalty for a 
failure to report. Good appointments by the Boards of Education 
and " time, patience and perseverance " on the part of the County 
Superintendents, will, I hope, remedy the defects in the reports of the 
secretaries, and if these do not remedy the reports of the Superintend- 
ent, 1 hope the election of better men will. 

As regards the teachers, 1 shall require them to make out reports 
as a part of their examination in arithmetic. 

I had almost neglected to say that 1 am satisfied from personal ob- 
servation that the Free School system is doing a vast amount of good 
in this county, but the reports you receive therefrom are a fraud and 
a sham. 



<This report sbould have been made by the out-going Superintendent, as unfinished busine&s oi 
his term. It is his official experience that the law calls for.—SUUe Sup't, 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



G J Bennett 3 

Lizzie O Bates 3 

Robert H Boone 4 

Mollie Brown 1 

J A Bennett 3 

David Bowies 4 

George Bailey 2 

AF crockshank , 3 

Win H ^^ooper 2 

Milton Curtis 2 

SM Campbell 2 

Maria E Dews 1 

A yj Darlington 3 

J WDickerson 2 

C P Dorr 1 

D B Easley 1 

Hattie O Easley 2 

W J Farr 1 

T W Farley 2 

J R Ford 1 

Miss E J Flanagan 2 

() T Fonts 4 

George Grose 1 

ItobertE Harris 1 

Geo D Haynes 3 

J T Hardy 2 

Oil Hardy 1 

L D Hill 1 

Miss V E Hill 2 

MissSM Bagerman 1 

Norvell O Hendrick 1 

Miss Minnie Hagermau 2 

M i? Henry 2 

W B ±jonaker 3 



E B Hawkins 8 

W J Kirk 2 

J R Kountz 2 

i«lrs EB Huddleston 2 

Miss MA Lloyd 3 

J Love 1 

W O Miller 1 

K R Morgan 1 

W ri Mcoutchen 2 

O M Miller i 

L F Meador i 

IC Osborne 3 

Miss H M Pearis 3 

8 P Pearis 2 

O Peyton i 

Miss A H Kobson 1 

W H Richards 4 

CAS JSydenstricker 1 

WRSettle 2 

R B settle 2 

Miss M A Stanard 1 

1 H St Clair 2 

xV J I yree 2 

R W Tench 2 

I A A Vandale 1 

M M Warren 2 

W J Wood 1 

M D Walker 2 

L M Woolwine 8 

M Van Pelt 2 

G«oree b Woods 4 

J ^j Woodson 2 

Miss Virginia Young 1 

J tl Young 2 



GILMBE COUNTY— Levi Johnson, Sup't 

I have delayed my annual report until this time, on account of some 
of the secretaries of Boards of Education failing to make their reports, 
and after I got them, it was almost impossible to make up a correct 
report, and would have returned them to the secretaries for correc- 
tion, but I could not delay my report longer. I had hoped, as this 
was my last report, to be able to make it perfect. I think, however, 
by referring to my last annual report, I have succeeded in supplying 
some of the defects that were in the secretary's reports. 

There were schools taught in all the sub -districts in the county the 
last school year ; in the Glenville, Centre and the Independent Dis- 
trict of Glenville, schools were continued four months. In Troy and 
DeKalb Districts, they were continued only three months, notwith- 
standing these districts had levied to the limit of the law. Glenville 
District, by continuing the schools four months, leaves the district in 
debt $220,13, after applying $189.64, the surplus of the building fund. 
None of the Districts will be able to continue their schools longer 
than three mouths.* We have expended this year, of the building 
fund, for building and other purposes chargable on the building fund, 
the sum of $3,064.84, besides the $189.64 of the building fund paid on 
teachers' salaries in Glenville District, and paid to teachers the sum 

*The teachers' and the building fund should not be confounded, and the Boards of Education are 
required to levy enough for the teachers' fund to run the schools four months, as a condition of 
drawing the apportionment of the general school fund. Districts that run their schools only three 
months, do not comply with this conditioD..— SUUe SupH. 
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of S6,102.80. The Independent District of Glenville will have a sur- 
plus after paying the balance of the debt on the school building, be- 
longing to the Normal School and the District, this year, sufficient to 
continue the school as much as six months. I visited most of the 
schools last winter, and found the most of them with an increased at- 
tendance. There was during the year enrolled 1,658 pupiis, with an 
average daily attendance of 1.202, but still there should have been a 
better attendance, but there is some excuse, as many small scholars 
live remote from the school houses, and in the winter season cannot 
attend. 

There is an increasing improvement in the grade and qualification 
of our teachers ; we have this year thirty-four No. 1, nine Normal 
diploma teachers, thirteen No. 2, and 2 No. 3; one failed to obtain 
a certificate. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



WmM Arnold 1 

B W Meadows 1 

J R Shock , 1 

W 8 Stump 1 

Wm M Bennett 2 

F T Bush 1 

HA Withers 1 

Walter 8 Hays 1 

J N Nutter 2 

S W Bailey 2 

Menor Hurst 2 

D B Lovett.., 1 

J E Jarvis 2 

E Chinawoth 1 

Miss Lida Ha^^s '..... 2 

Miss Louisa Unn 1 

Miss Ella Brannan 1 

OUverC McQuain 1 

T C Gillespie 1 

A J Rymer 1 

C F West 3 

John Holt 1 

H C Lockney 1 

CN Queen 2 

AsaB Harris 2 

JCEngle 3 

AOBritton 2 

Miss Joanna RGoff. 2 

Miss Minnie B Johnson 1 

Miss R E Hays 1 

Mrs MEKincaid 2 

D S Coberley 2 



A. J. Coberley , 2 

AF Swiotzell — 

N B Brake 2 

Jas H Borlon 

Carr B Bush 

Asa B Bush 

P P Springston 

M C Hall 

H M Kight 

A J Woofter 

Miss Annie R Hays 

Miss Mollie Cook 

Miss Vema Webb 

Mi^ Morilla CampbeU 

Menter J Boggs 

William James 

Miss Virginia Riddell 

Lee Snider 

P RSelcott, Jr 

Tho M^ Brannan 

Jno A Dunlap 

A J Barr 

GeoL Brown 2 

H C Goodnight 1 

Miss Alice Hays Normal Diploma 

Miss Cornelia Marshall 

Miss MoUie Cain 

Miss Clara Cain 

Miss Elizabeth Arbuckle 

Miss Ella Hays 

HA Kight 

Miss Bettie Conrad 






it 
it 
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GKANT COUNTY— Edward F. Yossler, Supt 

The inclosed annual report on the condition of the free schools of 
Grant County, for the school year ending 31st of August, 1877, will 
be found more complete and correct than any of the preceeding ones. 
With the exce^3tion of the Harman Independent School District, the 
secretaries of the Boards of Education kept strict accounts, and made 
their reports complete and promptly. 

All the Boards have been using more economy in- their expendi- 
tures than ever before since the organization of the school system. 
An evidence of the estimation in which free schools and their man- 
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agcmont aro hold by the people of this County, were the large major- 
ities at the late elecition, in favor of the levy, and the re election of 
old and well-tried officers on the Boards of Education. 

Teachers. — The day appears to be approaching when we will have 
a full set of competent, resident and native teachers, and when we 
will be independent of the itinerant and imported teacher. With the 
return of material prosperity, we will soon be able to continue all our 
schools for a longer time than four months, thereby increasing the 
number of our professional teachers, who make teaching their life 
work. 

School Attendance. — A discouraging feature of our schools, is the 
fact that only sixty-four per cent, of the youth enumerated, attended 
schools last year, and that the daily average attendance does not 
roach quite thirty -three per cent. Unless there is general, or nearly 
general attendance, we can never have general education. And until 
our lawgivers will rise to the occasion, and enact a law compelling at- 
tendance during a certain age, our school system will and must be in- 
complete and a failure, as it does not reach many of those most in 
need of it. It has been urged that a compulsory law could not be 
strictly enforced, an objection which may apply to all laws. Much 
depends on the kind ol law and the officers charged with its execu- 
tion. For example, but a few years ago, our school taxes could not 
all be collected, our delinquent list amounting to more than five hun- 
dred dollars, the system of township treasurers being then in force. 
The past school year our total delinquent list on a sum of more than 
five thousand dollars, amounts to twenty dollars and forty-four cents. 
An improved law and efficient 'collector, are evidently the cause of 
this change for the better. 

Visits to Schools. — Having been appointed at the close of last 
year, I visited all schools then in operation, which had not been vis- 
ited by my predecessor, and found the great majority doing well and 
in good hands. In many instances the attendance was quite small 
and irregular. 

Most of the school houses of Grant and Union Districts, are good 
frame buildings. Milroy has but a single frame house, which is as 
good as any in the county. All the balance there are log houses, now 
rapidly decaying, which will soon need rebuilding. So do also the 
school houses in the two Independent Districts. The Board of the 
Petersburg District is now preparing for the construction of a large 
and convenient building, but that of the Harmon District is slow in 
taking action in the matter. 

Salaeies op Teachers are highest in Union and lowest in Milroy. 
Grant had the most teachers of higher grades, and Milroy the reverse. 

Colored Schools. — In Grant one was kept up for four months, by 
a very fair teacher, with good attendance. The two schools in Mil- 
roy were cotinued nearly three months each. Teachers below medium. 

The large amount expended for contingencies in Milroy, is account- 
ed for by the cost of a suit instituted against a former township treas- 
urer, which had to be abandoned on account of some technical omis- 
sion by the clerk of the committee of settlement. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Miss.Tennie Baker 4 

M S Bovey 3 

William Breen 3 

Strother Brooks (colored) ^ 5 

Theo K CliflFord (colored) 4 

Solomon Clark 3 

J W Dasher 3 

W M Davis 1 

Mrs Mollie Day 2 

J A Dyer 3 

S S Feaster 2 

MissLibbie Harris 2 

D P Hendrickson 2 

J W Hilleary 3 

.Tonathan Hiser 3 

W P Holten 3 

James L Holt 2 

Felix V Idlemao 3 

J O Judy 3 

Henry W Kuhn 3 

Miss Annie Kuykendall 2 



Johnson Lewis 5 

W M Lyon 3 

Samuel B McNeman 3 

J A Maston (colored) 3 

A S Michael 3 

David Moreland 4 

Cornelius Parsons 2 

John Rondebush 2 

William S Rowson 3 

J T Shillingburff 4 

MissMattie Shone 5 

John PShobe 5 

Leonard F Shobe 5 

Jacob W Shobe 4 

Jacob M Siever 3 

Charles Sites 4 

Miss Vi^nia A Startzman 8 

George H Throop 1 

William Tucker 2 

B C Vance 4 

Miss Lucy A Vickers 3 



Thomas J Lemon 1 JDennis Weimer 3 

William Lentz 4|H T Wlrgman , 2 



GEEENBKIEE COUNTY— W. H, Lewis, Sup't. 

Owing to the change at the end of my term of office the books 
papers, &c., having been removed, my report is necessarily late, and 
being late, I shall make my remarks as brief as possible. 

I can truly say, that in the majority of the Districts and the In- 
dependent District in Greenbrier county, the Free School system is 
becoming more popular each year. I know that the grade of our 
teachers is improving, but the entire success of the system requires 
a still better grade of teachers. For with first-class teachers, we 
might reasonably expect, I am almost constrained to say demand, a 
better attendance. The slack attendance provokes more complaints 
against the public school system than almost any other cause, the 
larger tax payers feeling that the benefits intended to be conferred by 
establishing schools all over the country, at a heavy expense, is not 
properly appreciated by those intended to be benefited, become dis- 
satisfied and use their influence at the elections, on the levy question, 
to break down a system they pronounce to be more expensive than 
profitable. 

The Legislature of West Virginia has, in many particulars, made 
our school law better, by the amendments passed January 1877. But 
the section requiring that each school shall average 35 per cent, of 
the enumeration, is in many cases, the cause of trouble, from the 
fact that it places too much power in the hands of the children 
and parents. It often happens that when a teacher attempts 
to govern a school properly, and enforce the necessary rules, that a 
number of the children do not love to attend school, and as each 

Earent is likely to think that his children are the best in the world 
e will use his influence against the school and this 35 per cent can- 
not be made. It also happens that a teacher is employed that some 
partiesfdo not want. These parties will not send in order to break up 
the school. ^ 
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I have said that our Legislature has made several amendments 
that will prove beneficial to the Free School system. Amon^ these 
amendments is found one requiring all teachers to attend District In- 
stitutes at least, two days in each month, while teaching. We have 
had a County Institute, in Greenbrier for several years, I mnst say 
that this Institute has been very beneficial to many of our teachers, 
yet there are many who would not attend it. I think under the 
present law they will attend those District Institutes and receive great 
benefits thereby. 

In conclusion, I respectfully tender my thanks to my friends and 
the school officers of the two past years, for the aid they have given 
mo in the discharge of my official duties. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



C O Huff. 1 

John Ward 4 

Luther J Williams 2 

Mattie W Cooper 1 

(t W Taylor 2 

CK Thompson 3 

George W Law 2 

James L Londenuilk 2 

M C Coffman 3 

Laviro Rupert 1 

J M Correll 1 

.Tnmes H Dcaring 1 

William Vanstavem 1 

S I Alderson 1 

Joseph E McClung 2 

W RMcClung 3 

P B Harrah 1 

Mrs Eliza A Creigh 2 

M R CaldweU 2 

E G Brownlee 1 

G K Nelson 1 

Nannie V Ransbarger 1 

Charles E Price 2 

WT Mann 1 

Charles A Black 1 

John waaypool 1 

George r Bennett 2 

ES N'cClung 1 

H E Beckner 1 

J B Dearing 3 

Cyrus Vcf3lung 3 

A CMcMillion 2 

H G Miller 2 

WC Walton 1 

Samuel F McClung 1 

W F Butcher 1 

Eliza M Butcher 1 

John L >«cCutcheon 1 

Anna E Hern (colored) 2 

Daniel A Robinson (colored) 2 

R A Kinoaid 1 



W H Bush 1 

James B Nutter 2 

A \V Crookshanks 2 

T S Walker l 

Harvey Lewis 1 

oeorge W Deskins 3 

R E Keys (colored) 2 

W N Correll 1 

B F Perkins (colored) 3 

JM Hodge 1 

Mattie Donnally 2 

T J Call 1 

W H Burns .* 1 

M Hurley. 1 

MissS E Harford 2 

Miss Maggie Thornton 1 

Mrs Nannie E Brownlee ' l 

CN Coffrnan 3 

JohnDD Ragland 2 

V W Wheeler 1 

C WEskridjse 1 

Cyrus R McClung 4 

J WMcDoweU 1 

G M Patton 3 

A M Cooper 2 

E W Moore 1 

Miss A E Baker i 

George J Thompson 1 

J W Hinkle 1 

Henry A Watts 1 

Samuel Hanna l 

8 G Armentrout 1 

G W McClung 1 

Calvin H Hanna 3 

A /Rondamour 1 

M G Myles 1 

S B Miller 2 

D M Fleshman 8 

Samuel S Sn vder l 

A J H Crawford (colored) s 

Miss Emma Jameson 8 



HAMPSHIKE COUNTY.— Henry B. Gilkeson, Sup't. 

(This report should have been made by the out-going County Su- 
perintendent. — State Sup't), 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES THEIR OF CERTIFICATES. 



John Tamkin 1 

Edwin Tamkin 3 

William Tamkin 4 

l>rank P Lov 2 

Allen F Smith 3 

Alfred HPownall 3 

J W Hockman 2 

H U Hall 2 

J Walker Pultz 2 

W Scott 2 

J I Keller 2 

iienjamiu J FoweU 2 

John C Pownall 5 

Thomas GPownall 3 

Alberto Kreemer 3 

Thomas D Pugh 2 

David W Pugh 3 

IF Powelson 2 

ramuel J Kreemer 3 

John A. McBride 4 

ilenry Bolls, (colored) 4 

James P Nealis 2 

Charles M Pultz 3 

Clearance Brown 3 

D M t^hawen 2 

Wm K MarshaU 1 

Miss Annie Kuykendall 2 

Miss Annie Vandiver 1 

C J J Reid 2 

Charles W Cooper 3 

AM Carter 1 

C L Carter 1 

George Hall 2 

J Li Householder 2 

B Wtthanholtzer 1 

George A Holt 1 

Ldzzie M Henderson 2 

L H Ij Henderson 1 

Isaac H Hockman 1 



Alex O Cowgill 1 

Noah W H^nes 2 

Henry Foltz 2 

James C Shanholtzer 1 

James R RUey T 2 

E A McEntyre 1 

Jonathan F Xutwiler 1 

Benj F White 4 

Mary E Keckley 2 

Bertie Kelsoe 2 

Alice Cline 2 

Layinia Anderson 2 

C B Cook 1 

Warner T High 2 

John T'lhompson 1 

»VmC Parsons 3 

J W Alderton 2 

M F Poling 2 

Mary C Long 1 

Mary A Grace 1 

SallieE Beery 2 

AddieE hwisher 1 

Jane A Swisher 2 

Mary Daily 1 

Ellen E Kane 1 

Beni F McDonald 1 

John W Kline 3 

R J Noland 4 

JT McAboy 4 

A Monroe 1 

Chas W Furr 2 

James W Coburn 5 

Elizabeth Todd 3 

Henry TWirgman 1 

l<lijah Huffman 2 

WilUam Hedges 2 

L D Purgfttt S 

Jacob L Buzzard 4 



HANCOCK COUNTY.— H. C.JShepherd, Sup't. 

{No Written Report), 

teachers AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Ella A CresweU 1 

Nancy Rayle 1 

WB Orr 2 

Bavid WyJie 2 

SenieP WyUe 2 

Trecia R Hanlin 3 

James 8 Stewart 1 

W H Beebout 2 

Mollie B Thompson 2 

Harr^ 1 ole 3 

Jennie Powell 1 

Lucy E Powell 1 

i^izzieKdie 2 

Ella duros 2 

Reddie Foreman 2 

Irene «. unningham 3 

Emma S better 3 

Lizzie Holland 2 

I \j P bailey 2 

G W Henry 1 

J R blease 1 

G D Clark 2 

JCDavis 2 

ttC rswearingen 2 

Ophelia G Campbell I 

Nannie K cameron. (general avenge 95 perct.) 1 

J i; Porter 2 

J K Kerr 2 



ZV Campbell 2 

Nancy A Kerr : 3 

GA -nowden 2 

C E Knox 2 

F H Ferguson 3 

s Wilkinson 2 

WC Yolton 1 

W J Huff. 1 

J C Lindsey 3 

Byron iiall 3 

vv B cSwearinger 1 

J O Minor 1 

Belle Morrow 2 

Josephine A Wylie 2 

iViaggie A Chambers 2 

W H Knox 3 

Jasper Whims 2 

A G Lee 1 

oT Langtitt 1 

L S Bambrick 2 

Samuel bhipley 1 

^^amuel McGlumphy 1 

P I'errine : 2 

A M Jackson 1 

DC Bunting 1 

W J Tape 2 

J W Q,uinu 1 
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HAEDY COUNTY— Geo. T. Williams, Sup't. 

I herewith enclose my annual report, which I hope you will find 
quite correct. 1 think our Legislature committed a blunder when 
they increased the number ol trustees in the several Sub-Districts of 
Uie State, from one to three. The matter has been fully tested , and 
I am well satisfied that the one trustee system is much preferable to 
the three trustee system. The Teachers' Institute, recently held in 
Moorefield, by Prof. McMurran, was quite a success, and has already 
been instrumental in doing a great deal of good in our County. 

teachers and grades op their certificates. 



J V Champion 3 

Sallio V Cuuninghum 3 

Comfort D Lobb... 3 

Margaret J Jx)ckard 4 

George W. Strawder 4 

W H Muncie 3 

Annie Fetzer 3 

W V P May 3 

William May 3 

Jennie Lakiu 3 

Bettie VTildcn 2 

Lucy T Cunningham 3 

T G Brittingham 1 

Carrie G Chambers 3 

John Moyers 3 

Marian Lakin 3 

Mary E Miller 4 

L C Everly 3 

William Grim 2 

B W Chrisman 2 

JasHOmdorff. 4 

J Hawkins OrndorflT. 4 

H^Riley Orndorff 4 

W J Foltz 3 

Noah C Heishman 3 

Siriam May.. 3 

Joseph H Hawkins 3 

Marshall Tharp 5 



B W Gamble S 

Mary E Allen 3 

John Wilson 8 

Jonathan Pope 8 

John W Kline 4 

Joseph May 8 

Amos B Jenkins 8 

iiobt H Long 8 

Mauasseh Cowger 8 

James Kelluy 8 

Amanda Doman 8 

William S Marshall 8 

P H Snarr 8 

V S Wise 8 

James W Poland 8 

J H P Haines 4 

Jasper N Poland 4 

Frederick Jacot 8 

John R Hawse 8 

Geo W Garrett 4 

W L Webb 4 

JasS Snodgrass 8 

Virginia Frederick 8 

Susan T Gomys 8 

iS Maston 4 

Janie Newhouse 8 

Thos J Kelley 8 



HAEKISON COUNTY.— J. R. Adams, SupX 

The schools of Harrison County are generally in a good condition. 
I visited them last winter, and found them in a prosperous condition, 
except in a few instances where difficulties had occurred and marred 
the peace and prosperity of the school. 

There seems to be a tendency among Boards of Education in this 
and adjoining counties, to put teacher's wages down to very \ow 
figures. While 1 think Boards of Education should be economical 
and not pay exorbitant prices, I think it is unwise to offer such lo'w 
salaries. The result of such a course will be, that first class teachers 
will retire from the profession, and our schools will necessarily be 
taught by inexperienced and inefficient teachers. 1 think there should 
be some change with regard to fixing salaries. I do not think it 
would be desirable or advantageous to make them uniform over the 
State, as teachers can afford to teach for less money in some localities 
than others, but I see no just cause why there should be such wide 
ditference in the same county. One district in this county pays 
teachers having JNo. 1 certificates, 5845.00 per month, another $40.00, 
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another $35.00, another $32.00 and another $28.00. The difference 
between $45.00 and $28.00 is greater than it should be in the same 
county. 

I will call your attention to teachers' monthly and term registers. 
The forms now in use do not fill the requirement of the school law. 
A teacher cannot make out a monthly or term report, giving the facts 
required by law, on the forms that have been in use for a number of 
years. 

I think the eight days institute work provided for teachers by law 
will have a good influence on our school system, teachers will become 
more interested in their profession and better prepared for their work. 

By referring to the statistical and financial columns, you will see 
that in Harrison County there are 13 districts, 103 sub-districts, sus- 
taining 113 schools, with an average attendance of 3,024.5, giving em- 
ployment at an average ot 4.3 months to 127 teachers (white) and 
4 (colored). There was expended of teachers' fund $21,498.76 ; of 
building fund $5,296.77. Balance on hand at end of school year of 
teachers' fund $7,056.24 ; of building fiind $3,296.47. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Laura E Atkinson 3 

A Ash 2 

Nellie Barnes ^, 3 

Benjamin W Boreas (not graded) 

Amos Bright 1 

CM Boggess 2 

Mattie J. Basse] 2 

Sophronia Booth 2 

John C Baker 3 

MMBenedum 1 

MA Burdick 1 

A Burdick 1 

Iden C Bishop 2 

John H Benedum 2 

J M Brohard 2 

Sarah Bowen 1 

L Ot Brown 2 

Lewis Conley 2 

James Curry 2 

A L Corder 2 

J M Curkendall : 3 

S H Crip , 3 

S A Cavalier 2 

Mary Clark 3 

D H Courtney 2 

OUaCost 2 

Lillian Davisson 2 

F M Davis 1 

Florence Dunnington 3 

CA Denham 2 

J M Davisson 3 

E L Davis 1 

A J Davisson 1 

C A Dunnington 3 

John P Davisson 1 

J W Davisson 2 

J M Davis 2 

M A Dunn 2 

MS Duncan 2 

E S Davisson 1 

Naomi Everett 1 

Ellen REih 2 

J W Flanegan 3 

A J Floyd 1 

R J Fumer 2 

T A Garrett 2 

W W Gahbert 1 

DD Garrett 1 

J A Gawthrop 3 

11 



Roberts Lawrence 3 

E W Lawson 2 

J C Lawson 1 

M Lawson 2 

P M Long 2 

Samuel I^rentz 2 

C H Meredith 1 

Delia Martin 2 

Ida McKeehan 2 

Theodore Martin 3 

W 8 Meredith 1 

J PMcCormack 1 

Ada Northcott. 2 

R M Orr 1 

F G Orr 2 

M Patterson 1 

Thomas Patton 1 

OliviaPayne 2 

EllhuPiggott 3 

Dora Powell 3 

J C Paugh 3 

J L Parish 1 

Loratta Pepper 2 

Thomas B Pepper 1 

B B Pugh 3 

J S Price 2 

LM Piggott 2 

J S Piggott 2 

Roanna Pepper 2 

A E Piggott a 

W C Rymer 1 

B FRamage 3 

Lindley Rossitter >. 2 

Hugh Romine 2 

B B RandaU 2 

T^.xperiftnce Randolph < 1 

Thaddeus Robinson 2 

W L Ryan 2 

Theodore Romine 1 

DDRose i 

Bertha Stout 1 

GeogeK Scott 1 

Jam6s S Stutler 3 

C W Sinclair 2 

T M Shinn 2 

W S Smallwood 1 

EllaShort 2 

Mollie Swisher 2 

George W Swiger V 
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TEACHEBS AKD GRADSS OP THEIR CBRTIFIC ATKB-- Cbn^tl^ 



Hellen V Holden 2 

J A Hammoad 1 

John Q Harrison 2 

N AHarbert 5 

OT Hansford 1 

E G Harbert 1 

L D HaU 1 

J S Hustead 3 

Peter Hammond 1 

J B Helmick 3 

CEHedges «. 8 

W B Jones 2 

W C Jones 1 

John Johnston 1 

W B JeweU 1 

Alexander Kuhn 2 

Lucy Ann Kayser 2 

Kate Kayser 1 

George M Kile 3 

J 8 Kile 2 



JM Sturm 

CAWSheehy.. 

ECTetriok 

Mattie Teter 

Martin Tolbert. 
J N Wilkinson.. 
W B Wilkinson 

J W Wheeler 

AMWhitford... 
S G Wadsworth 
Lewis C Wadsworth 
Thomas L Wright. 

W B Williams 

G W Williims 

J P Varner 

M T Vincent 

J L Vincent 

J W Vanderort , 

CP Yates 
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JACKSON COUNTY.— Lewis Yottng, Sup't. 

The schools of this county have all been kept in operation for the 
time specified, and have been, as far as I am competent to judge, as 
well conducted as ever heretofore. It is true that the average at- 
tendance has been small, but I think it is no fault of the teachers, nor 
is it caused by the inefficiency of the school system, but wholly 
caused by the carelessness of patrons and school officers. If Bome- 
thing could De done to enthuse the people with reference to the edu- 
cational interest of our country, I feel satisfied that the system, now 
in operation would result in more ^ood to the youths of our country. 
But what to do to secure this end I am at a loss to know, when our 
legislators who are presumed to be wise men fail to secure this end 
it would be presumption in me to recommend a course to bring it 
about. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



F E RUey 

£ Fisher 


2 

2 

1 


A W Morris' 


5 


Miss Bell Hutton 


8 


Ll^ft n/Krcmn 


Miss E Hutton 


8 


Mary Staata 


2 


Miss E Johnson 


2 


Beck Brown 


2 


Miss R Johnson 


2 


A B Reedy 

J M Carney 

Thomas i>ewitt 

Charles Crawford 


3 

1 

4 

3 


W G Dewer 


2 


J T Myers (colored) 

J M Wallas 

J L Roller 

C T Coast 


5 

8 

8 


E N Myers 


3 


1 


J M Silas 


8 

8 


J L Richardson 


1 


P H Slavers 


M M Park , 

J A Ward 

H C IxKjkney 


8 


Mark Cox 

J I Riley 

P Hutchinson 


2 

8 

3 


5 

4 


J W King 


8 


J W Blackburn 


2 


John W Kinff 

C C Nesselrode 

T McKown 

Miss Ella G Todd 

W S Pullens 

J M Windon 

G A Coleman 


R 


fVank More 

M Stone. 

1 Shieme 


3 

1 

8 


4 

8 

2 


E E Starclier 


8 


4 


8 W King 

J H Colter.. . 


1 

8 

8 

1 


8 

2 


AOolter 


LLyon 


2 


G H Duflf 


D N Newlin 

J H Kerr 


1 


N 8 Duff 


2 


1 


B X, Duflf 


2 


S N Rose 

E H Flinn 


1 


Mary Camahan 


1 


8 
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TBACHBBS AND 6BADES OF. THBJR CEBTIFICATES — Continued* 



J T Corbin 2 

C M Cole 1 

D A Porwin 3 

J 8 Brannon 1 

M V Bowles 3 

H P Holbert 1 

G A Davis 8 

J K Jones 1 

A R Parsons » 1 

Tillie Lewis 1 

J A Ban 1 

J D Clinton 3 

W A Carney 4 

J I King 4 

J C Counts 6 

J A Cole : 1 

W A Bankin 3 

J B Cuney 4 

L E iStout 1 

E B Young 2 

A F Slaughter 5 

Charles G Mattox 3 

G A Chase 2 

TIC P«rsong 1 

W P Kerwood * 1 

M FKing 3 

A F Mattox 3 

Joanna Bamaay 4 

A Harpold 2 

J M Rader 3 

G H Bonnett 3 

RH Hughes 1 

Mlas Fannie Hays 8 

Miss Maggie Knight 1 

J W Smith 2 

Miss Jasnet Hullata 1 

MiM Ida M Taylor 1 

Miss Lou Warth 1 

L A Sayer 3 

W T Little 3 

Miss aeny Price 2 

MisaCary Ward 2 

Miss M Allen 3 

RB Harwood 2 

D S Gandee 2 

H A Deems 1 

H C AUen 2 

J B Curry 8 

W Miller 3 

D D Karr 1 

Miss Casie B Kennedy 1 

MJ Morgan 1 



J O Martin 1 

L C Nicholson 4 

J D Nicholson 4 

C G Archer 2 

Miss Annie Galbreth 2 

A J McMiUin 1 

Ellen M Johnson 1 

E H McGlothlin 1 

W G Dunlap 1 

Leander Miller 1 

WH O'Brien 1 

J 8 McKown t 

W L Pullens 4 

W H Mattox 3 

J P Kimes 2 

Miss EM Kimes 2 

W A Ranldns 3 

William Sleeth 1 

Bell Carnahan. 2 

Charles Tredse 2 

Lucy Ranny 5 

Anna Taylor 1 

Eletha Fleming 1 

H C Lockney 3 

William Starcher 3 

J M Silas 2 

Flora Armstrong 1 

G A Rader 3 

A A Maddox 4 

Ben Haywood 8 

George Garter 1 

M M Parsons 6 

W A Carney 8 

TDewith 8 

Bell Donohoo 2 

BE Starcher 3 

I Parsons 8 

J T Myers (colored) 8 

Rachael Carnahan 5 

W DKeefle 1 

Aggie Powers 3 

RL Hardfcsty 8 

J WDepew 1 

C C Nicholson 8 

W P Wilthlat 8 

Miss Bella Hutton 3 

Miss E Button 3 

TO McKown 8 

MissLue Rudman 3 

W L Pullens 5 

D W Cunningham 



JEFFBKSON COUNTY,— John Hess, JSup't 

Although our success during the last school year has not been 
specially notable, yet I believe we have made some progress. 

The average daily attendance ot our schools, though small to what 
it should be, is, I find by comparing it with preceding years, gradu- 
ally increasing. Could some law be framed reconcilable with our 
democratic form of government, to compel parents to send their chil- 
dren more regularly to school, our school system would then be tri- 
umphant and much of the opposition it now encounters would cease. 
The two principal causes of complaint heard from our heavy tax 
payers being the non-attendance of that class of children that free 
schools are intended most to benefit, and the employment of incom- 
petent teachers. Thus thousands are wasted |^ every year. Here let 
me add that great, and I might say, a fearful responsibility rests on 
those who have the selection of teacheraand the supervision of our 
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Bchools, the welfare in more than one sense, of the rising generation 
being placed in their care. 

In visiting our schools, I have almost invariably found them in a 
good condition, where in charge of conscientious live teachers none 
other should be tolerated. 

!.J:;Although many of our citizens would prefer such a system of Free 
Schools as was adopted by this county, by a majority of two-thirds of 
its voters in 1848, and which was continued up tp July 1, 1861, at an 
average annual cost of about $9,000, yet they are disposed to give the 
present one, notwithstanding defects and drawbacks, a generous sup- 
port and render it as efficient as possible. This support was fully 
evidenced at our last two school elections by the almost unanimous 
vote in^five out of the seven Districts into which our County is divided 
in favor of continuing our schools nine and ten months and in the 
other two for a month or two less; our Boards of Education too, com- 
posed of some of our best men, were very liberal in providing the 
means to pay our teachers fair salaries and furnish comfortable school 
houses &c. Financially we are in a sound condition, every District, 
being, so far as I am informed clear of debt. 

The Normal School located at Shepherdstown in this County, is un- 
der the admirable management of Prof. Joseph McMurran, as Princi- 
ple, and still doing its appointed work well and thoroughly. During 
the year ending July 31, 1877, it had one hundred and two pupils in its 
several classes. Many of its older graduates are now leaching in this 
and the adjoining counties and are doing well and giving great satis- 
faction. The present year 1877-8, opened with seventy-five pupils and 
has a fair prospect of a large increase. 

In conclusion allow me to express the hope that our public schools 
may continue to increase in prosperity and that every child of a 
proper age may be found in them and there jfind the opportunity of 
acquiring, at least, a good common school education. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES 



G A Long 1 

E Schaeflfer 2 

G HO Backus 1 

C F Castleman 1 

8 W Lightner 1 

J A Shirley 1 

J A Brooks 1 

J PHess 1 

T N HUl 1 

G M Moore 1 

J R Johnson 2 

L F Curry 1 

E J Willams 1 

W B Chambers 2 

J WGrubb 1 

JO'ConneU 1 

R CBragonier 1 

TW Latimer 1 

B Hartzell 1 

JQuigley 1 

E H Reinhart 1 

JD Feaman 1 

J H Triplett 2 

JM'Fadden 1 

W M Castle 1 

T B Beall 1 

W MDeck 1 

M A Duke 1 

W W CockereU 1 

R B Garrett I 



L E Scott _. 1 

B W Cooke 1 

F T Homer l 

MrsCG Haines ^ l 

MissM ESibole ^ l 

Miss Helen Bates l 

MissN O'Loughlin i 

Miss N Barnes 1 

Miss A Ridenour 1 

MissFV Miller i 



Miss EMSnader. 



.^ 1 



Miss K Chambers 1 

Miss A Cross 1 

Miss M McCalebs i 

Miss M Stridor 2 

Miss MB Garrett 1 

L L Page (colored) l 

J H Carey (colored) 2 

R McPard (colored) 2 

G W Hatter (colored) 2 

CCWainwrlght (colored) 1 

M J Grimes (colored) 2 

W W Grimes 2 

J A Irving (colored) 1 

\V S Barnes (colored) 2 

J M Arder (colored) « 1 

W D Wilson (colored) 1 

W A Arter (colored) 1 

R Davis (colored) 8 

J Spriggs (colored) 8 
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KAISTAWHA COUl^TY.— Martin Hill, Sup't . 

By reference to past reports, it will be found that a slight diminu- 
tion of the number of pupils during the year is manifest. This, how- 
ever much to be regreted, cannot be imputed to indifference on the 
part of parents. The monetary crisis has driven from our mines 
hundreds of families, who, to gain a support have sought homes else- 
where, where labor was in demand. School oflGlcors have generally . 
shown themselves equal to the situation, having visited their schools, 
carfully looked after the finances, greatly to the satisfaction of the 
people. ]N"ow it is due to these gentlemen that this much be said 
in their behalf : The generality of our teachers deserve a compli- 
mentary notice, had I the time, it would afford me pleasure to speak 
of particularly meritorious cases. 

During the year my county labors have been largely increased ; 
besides visiting the hundred and thirty-three schools of the county, I 
have attended the meetings of Boards of Education forty times ; have 
held fourteen public meetings and by the kind assistance of the inhabi- 
tants and friends of schools have succeeded in arousing a good degree 
of interest in the vicinities in which we unitedly labored. 

In Kanawha County, it is rarely the case that any prominent in- 
defference or opposition is manifested against the free schools. Where 
ever anything of the kind has been found to exist, in examination of 
facts invariably discloses that the cause of the opposition arises from 
the very class of persons who are to be directly benefited. 

As to the provision in the amended school law requiring "thirty- 
five per cent of attendance," my opinion is that where the proper 
men are elected to fill the school offices and the right kind of teachers 
appointed to teach very little if any difficulty will result to the cause 
by reason of the enactment of this law. 

For many years I have been impressed with the belief that the 
teacher can do very much to increase the percentage of attendance. 
Activity, zeal, enthusiasm and love for his profession will ever 
characterize the wide-awake teacher, and a high per cent of attendance 
will be the enivitable result of such labor. It is a fact that we have 
in our school work, too many hunters after easy places and too many 
who ask for, and perhaps obtain, money not honestly earned in their 
vocation ; but being some pet in the community or wornout politician, 
lawyer, doctor or merchant, he forsooth is foisted upon the people 
as the best of teachers, greatly to the injury of the children and youth 
and in the highest degree ruinous to the great cause of education. 

"It is one thing to preach and another thing to practice," and where 
we find men in good paying positions, as teachers in our free schools 
who are at the same time engaged in priyate school enterprises, we 
are led to question the honesty of their motives when they claim to 
be free school men, fortunate it is that these cases are rare, and when- 
ever they exist the people should rise up and rebuke the monstrosity 
as soon as the spirit is manifested. 

Too much importance cannot be attached to the duty of school ex- 
aminations. The mere fact of visiting the school and merely making 
a few remarks, is of but little practical benefit. 

In some of the schools I have found too little attention paid to 
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history, geography, writing and English grammar. As a reason given 
for this omission by the teachers who report that parents express 
their inability to send their children but for a short time to school 
and desire that all their time be spent in the more indispensaible 
branches of study ; as, orthography, reading and arithmetic; bat I 
sometimes fear that the real cause of the difficulty exists ipvith the 
teacher, whose love of ease exceeds the desire for the advancement of 
his pupils. 

TEACHERS AND OEADES OT THEIR CERTPPICATES. 



L T Steele 1 

Thomas Swinburn 1 

L C Rose 1 

C F Johnson 2 

Lethea M Bowles 4 

H C Osborn 1 

M F Osborn 2 

Charles M Crist 3 

S L Webb .* 1 

Joseph Zeigler 1 

James Martin 2 

8 H Campbell 3 

A W Ownby 3 

R F Paine 5 

Kate A Walkei 1 

JV Henderson 4 

JH Jackson 1 

Julia McFarland 2 

ML GUlispie 3 

EmmaR Gibson 2 

Mariah A AUen 4 

Fannie Allen 4 

E M Laidley 3 

Emma (Tebhart 



L E Bufflngton. 



1 
4 

M A Gillilahd 3 

EUa Mays 3 

P -» Jackson 3 

Adda Hicks 3 

W R Cummings 3 

D B L Cummings 4 

Georce J Gillispie 4 

J B Fleming 4 

G L Laidley 1 

F R Swann 1 

W J Grow 1 

Lucy L Clark 1 

M B Henderson 4 

W L otelle 1 

William Davis 1 

Addle E Gaines 4 

H Morris 5 

Lizzie Barrel 5 

F E Riley 5 

W P Riley 3 

John L Arnold 4 

R Johnson 1 

E • Walker 1 

C M »hlbler 2 

A BDeShiell 2 

H A RoUings 5 

Henry Whaple 4 

P A -<mith 4 

T C Meaks 4 

J C Counts 4 

H F Asbury 3 

J M Price 3 

C M Price 4 

W A Painter 3 

A G Montagul 3 

Jasper Young 3 

Charles High 2 

H H Young 8 

GMCrist 2 



S L White 

E E Price 

G G Reynolds 

W E Chilton Jr... 

AE Erwin 

J S Lanham , 

J EHufifman 

W H Knight 

MH Eplin 

A Cari 

M A Allen 

WL VanHorn,... 
William Terry.... 

A W Walker 

AC Paine 

LD Lewis 

J D McCormick.... 

J K Harrison 

M Griffith 

M A Grow 

JG Shickey 

HJ Bullard. 

J H Kiuneson 

R Hill 

RJ Fielder 

J W High 

HB Rice 

BT Washington. 

A Wallace 

C B Graham 

M E Graham 

A tover 

EMAultz 

H Porterfield 

W F Milam 

G B M'Clanshan.. 

AT Meyers , 

J W Holstein 

B slack , 

KHGatewood 

R B Jackson 

T A Vickers 

L E Ritter 

E R Young 

J H High 

WF Copenhaver.. 

FP Lynch 

JLSharfer 

A E Humphrey.. 

H A Motley 

B A Metton , 

A Price 

J W Elswick 

JTPneedin 

WCRuss 

LA Wallace 

VE HiU 

S Barton , 

E S Walker 

LR Walker 

J C Bray 

vVilliam Fielder.. 

B Chappell 

J B Myers 
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TBACHEBS AND GRADBS OF TfiEIR CERTIFICATES— CoTl^inwecl. 



A P Jones I 

HWall 3 

E Thomas 5 

A E Wilson 4 

GW Walker 5 

John McAnney 4 

H Woody 3 

B Webb 1 

PTodd 2 



AEPugh 1 

G V Glbbs 1 

T J Honaker 1 

MA Leach 2 

S.Tarrett 1 

C P Keys 1 

I W Cllinger 1 

Mary Jackson 2 



LEWIS COUNTY— a. W. Crook, Suft 

The statistical part of this report, I think, will be found correct; 
and the financial part is as correct as my best efforts could make it 
under the peculiar situation of things in this County. I have never 
claimed that the financial part of my reports was manifestly correct ; 
but on the contrary, I have maintained that no human sagacity could 
prepare complete and correct reports of the finances of this County, 
without the settlements required by law, to take place between the 
sheriff of the one part, and the Boards of Education of the other. 

This our sheriff positively declined to do, and from the conflict and 
ambiguity of the law, it was doubtful whether he could be compelled 
to settle ; at least, the difference was not deemed sufficiently great to 
warrant a test of the law on that question. I sincerely hope that the 
recent amendments to the school law will enable us in the future to 
rid ourselves of this embarrassing state of things. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties above cited, I am happy to be able 
to report, that our schools are progressing finely. We have many 
good teachers, some medium, and u few below medium. I regret that 
some of our better teachers leave the ranks as soon as they find more 
remunerative salaries in other fields of labor. This is natural, but it 
is a drawback to the schools, which I fear will continue as long as we 
are able to perpetuate the system. 

Each District has laid a levy this fall deemed sufficiently large, in 
addition to the State fund, to continue the schools for the full term of 
four months. Were it necessary, I would suggest a change in that 
section of law which submits the question of " levy or no levy," to the 
voters every two years. There are a few people in this County who 
persistently vote against the levy at every opportunity, and it is fear- 
fully shameful to witness the sad fact that a majority of these people 
voting against levy, belong to a class who own no land, and conse- 
quently pay but little if any tax. My attention was called not long 
since to a man who was abusing the free schools because he had siocty 
cents tax to pay, and at the same time had six children to send to 
school. And I may add that he is not the only honorable exception 
in this County. 

The past month has been a busy one with me ; the examinations 
and organization of Institutes having come at or near the same time. 
We propose to hold our Institutes in the respective Districts through* 
out the County at intervals of about two weeks, thus securing the 
presence and labors of our best teachers during the whole term. Some 
Superintendents held Institutes for eight consecutive days« This was 
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convenient for those who wore at that time prepared to attend; but 
for those who were oif at school, and those who did not kno^^ till a 
late day that their services would be needed, it is not so convAiiient. 
Petty Institutes for their accommodation will have to be held all over 
the County, and without the aid, perhaps, of their best teachers. I 
do not favor the plan. Our teachers will meet every two vreeks, 
recite regular lessons in the branches taught, and at the close of the 
recitations, be allowed a short time for discussing questions pertain- 
ing directly to their particular schools. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



W R Jewel 1 

C F Law 2 

Miss Lucie Spalding 2 

Jas E Jarvis 1 

J C Rexroad 1 

J E Kominc 2 

P P Flint 1 

LD Humphreys 1 

J F Freeman 2 

J H Grimsley 2 

PatFahey 3 

T H Kcmpor 1 

J H Straley 1 

MissBiddie (Jreene 2 

Miss Manda Forinash 1 

Miss Alice Forinash 1 

E JHali 1 

J M West 1 

Alonzo Lorentz 2 

C T Craig 1 

Miss Z E Brurtey, 1 

J W Bruffev 2 

W F Powers 2 

Francis Taylor 2 

C C Hersman 1 

Miss Maggie Lorentz 3 

Miss Kate Cook 2 

Miss Mintie Clark 3 

Miss L L McAvoy 1 

Virginia Hepner 2 

L S Wetzel 1 

C M Hardman 1 

G V Forinash 1 

WB Mc«ary 2 

E H Kester 2 

Hamilton Crites 1 

S G Yoke 1 

DN Armstrong 1 



Francis Gillooly 5 

R J Simpson 1 

W H Greene 1 

F G Brown l 

R L Coburn 1 

S W Linger .'. 2 

Samuel Larentz „ 2 

H C Kin? 4 

R A Moffit 2 

JL Freeiuan 2 

A D Law „.. 1 

J M Simon 2 

DB Lovet ^ 1 

J J Kemper ^ 1 

J T Mundel ^ 2 

Miss Mary Collins 2 

Miss Maggie Hurley 8 

MissBecca Norman 8 

Miss Maggie Mooney 8 

PV Hayden S 

H L Simpson 2 

J M I^wis 1 

C H Fisher ; 1 

W B Fisher 1 

Wm G Harrison 1 

M H Fletcher 2 

J C Fisher 2 

J S Shepler 1 

S P Fisher 8 

J A Watson 1 

Frank Morrison 1 

Miss R A McWhorter 1 

Alexander Cober 1 

W C Rymer 2 

J P Allman 1 

John Eagan 2 

G C Lawson 1 

R Hess 2 



LINCOL]^ COUlil^TY—F. Marion Vickers, Su;p't 

The number of youths enumerated in our county the past year 
two thousand seven hundred and seventy-one, (2,771) of which nuni- 
ber two thousand one hundred and ninety-nine (2,199) attended 
school, leaving the number, five hundred and seventy-two (572), who 
lailed to attend. 

The average daily attendance, one thousand three hundred and 
nine (1,309) being forty-seven (47) per cent of the number enumerated. 

There is a great irregularity in the attendance of our children. In 
some districts nearly all attend school regularly, while in others 
scarcely any. Some schools during the past year averaged eighty (80) 
per cent, others only about twenty (20) per cent. 

Is not this non-attendance too large for an enlightened community ? 
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How can the children of our country receive the many benefits of 
our school system, unless they are sent to school. 

Should not parents consider that they are depriving their children 
of that which will be of more benefit to them than anything else 
within their power to give? While passing around and seeing so 
many naturally intelligent youths growing up in ignorance, with 
almost every possible opportunity offered for improvement, I am 
almost ready to say: "Give us a compulsory system of education." 

Though there is not the interest manifested by some that should 
be, yet I am proud to say there has been since my last report a de- 
cided improvement. 

We had two graded schools.during the last school year. One at 
Hamlin, conducted by Professors Cury and Chilton, which was in 
every respect a decided success. The attendance reached as high as 
ninety, twenty-five (25) of whom were teachers. The other at 
Griffithsville, taught by Prof. Chase, attended also by several teachers. 

The Peabody Normal Institute, held at Hamlin, was ably con- 
ducted by Prof. J. F. Snowden, of Wheeling, who exerted every pos- 
sible means to make the exercises both interesting and improving. 
The attendance on the part of the teachers was good. A vast amount 
of useful information was gained. Prof Snowden well deserves the 
gratitude which he received from our people, for his untiring energy, 
and we feel under lasting obligations to you for his presence in our 
midst, and sincerely trust that it may not be long ere we will have 
another Institute at Hamlin. I have ever been a warm advocate of 
Institutes and am happy to say that we have them in successful 
operation in our county. 

In conclusion, permit me to avail myself of this opportunity to re- 
turn unto the teachers, pupils and citizens of this county, my most 
heartfelt thanks for their many acts of kindness manifested to me 
while visiting schools. 

TEACHERS AND GRABES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



GW Smith 

Bufus Stowers 

John Williams 

EI Holt 

Miss Sallie Holestoin. 

TM Smith 

J G Hatfield 

Ellen Smith 

Mattie Sweetland 

L R Sweetland 

G W Wilkerson 

CH Alford 

CM Sayine 

HM Savine 

John May 

Belle Adkins 

Sallie Carper 

Almeda Chapman 

Alice Chapman 

G B Aastin 

E.B Kayser 

J RMosely 

John PuUen 

George Eavser 

Henry Shelton, 

JC McComas 

Ltfwis Jaynes 

W Heck 

Whit Tabor 
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David Stratten 

B B Curry 

RP Baker 

Nettie Smith 

J C Black 

Harrison GriflSth, 

Morris Griffith 

WC Porter 

Thomas Boles 

TH Buckley 

A D Roberson 

John Gore 

G W Wysong 

William Mav 

Quincy Clark 

Canaan Adkins.... 

C W Payne 

T J Grass 

S W Oxley 

BHOxley 

Eliza A Stone 

Alice Dingess 

John Pearson 

William Pearson,.. 

LSMcCoy 

A H McCallister.... 

C McCallister 

W W Baker 
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LOGAN COUNTY— J. W. Stafford, 8%tp't. 

All the Secretaries of the Boards of Education have reported, thus 
enabling me to make out my report in due form. For this act oi 
promptness, upon their part, as well as for the regularity with which 
most of them have discharged their duty during the year, they are 
entitled to much credit. Their reports, though containing a few errors, 
which I have been enable to correct, are I think, as tuU and complete 
in each particular as, with the data furnished them, it was possihle to 
make, and I flatter myself that I have compiled from them as 
complete a report for the county as has yet been sent to your office. 
I do not wish to be understood, however, that my report is entirely 
free from errors, for imperfections ol some kind or other, under ex- 
isting circumstances, are only to be expected ; but it is believed that 
the imperfections it contains are but few, while it is gratifying to 
know that, in reporting year by year the condition of our public 
schools, we may come nearer perfection, as the system becomes bet- 
ter understood. • 

The general average salary of teachers over the county was about 
J28.46. The cost of education per scholars $5.50 ; the percentage 
of attendance based upon the enumeration about 57 per cent, and the 
total number of male and female scholars, respectively, 1,112 and 
1,010. After referring to the several particulars as above, I feel 
warranted in saying, in conclusion of this part of my report, that onr 
schools are in a growing condition, with a fair prospect of continued 
prosperity. It is nevertheless true, that there still exists many ob- 
stacles to be removed before the Free School system in this county can 
have its complete triumph, but these hinderances are being gradually 
removed, and recalling all our past successes, we have no real cause 
for discouragement, but rather to renew our efforts and labor more 
earnestly in time to come, that the victories to be accomplished may 
be the more glorious. The rising generation are pre-eminently the 
friends of the public schools, and must be educated, if we wish to 
transmit to future generations untarnished the inheritance of a free 
and virtuous people. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



James Chapman 3 

W H Black 1 

John B Wilkinson 3 

RE Deskins 3 

Isaac E Christian 1 

Gilbert M Ball 3 

Hiram Dempsey 3 

Lorenzo D Denipsey 3 

George W Shelton 2 

James C Johns 1 

lj&y\ Evans 2 

Wm S Brown 3 

J H Morris 3 

John Covert 1 

J M PRobnette 1 

Levi Porter 3 

John P Justice 4 

Thomas F Price 1 

James E Browning 4 

Nathaniel PBrowning 4 



Charles I Stone i 

C H l>ake i 

Stephen Lambert 5 

John McCloud 

ElijahStone 1 

Sampson Thomas 8 

G T Bevins 2 

G W Riley 2 

]>ewis Dempsey 1 

Julius F Heileman 1 

Mrs Ida J McDonald 5 

Joseph Peck 1 

A A Mann, (colored) 5 

James J Christian 2 

Miss M E Spratt 8 

James P Moore 8 

G M Christian 2 

JM Douglass 1 

D C Ross 1 

J T Ferrell 2 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIK CERTIFICATES ^ContiniJted. 



George Morgan 3 

J H Powoll ^ 

J TStraton 2 

Quillin Baldwin 4 

Joseph H Ball 3 

BD Furgusoc 1 

W A Harris 1 

John Collins 3 

Wesley StoUings 1 

Wm A Stolliugs 1 

Miss M A Baisden 2 



Allen Dingess 2 

CL McDonald 1 

Levi Stone 3 

Melvln Cartright 2 

Russell Christian 1 

Adam Browning 2 

Jacob E Toler 8 

J D Shumate 1 

T W Blankenship 1 

Miss ME Runyon 1 

James RHenderson 1 



MAEIO.N COUNTY— Jon. M. Satterfield, Sup't. 



(No Written Report), 



TEACHERS AND GRADCS OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



M J Stewart 1 

Irvin Nutter 1 

L M Koon 1 

S K Jacob 1 

JCNay 1 

A H Hall 1 

L R Conaway 2 

SAD Glasscock 3 

J C Glasscock 2 

Phil E Shuman 2 

O L Hoult 2 

Clark Coal 2 

A G Hunt 1 

JohnM Arnett 1 

C H Morris 1 

W I Cox 3 

Emery Mercer 2 

H J Coal 1 

J A Robey 2 

T L Sturm 2 

Arthur Sturm 2 

S M Sturm 2 

W S Sharp 3 

H W Harr 1 

Alice Ingman 1 

Olive Zumbro 1 

Win J McAlister 1 

C M Arnett 2 

John T Beall 1 

Geo W Palmer 2 

M S Snoderly 1 

Riley Shackelford 2 

Thomas A Nuzum 2 

Delia M Harr 2 

A G Shriver 3 

E S Clayton 1 

Millard Hamilton 3 

F M Kellar 2 

T BHolbert 3 

H L Miller 3 

Wm P Morris 3 

W R Hibbs 2 

S R Mercer 2 

Marshall Ice 3 

Lindsay Reese 1 

M MR088 2 

Jas M Satterfield 1 

L K Moaure 8 

J G McLore 2 



David Henderson. 

R S Miller 

Mrs E Wyatt 

J W Brain 

Sylvester Shaw ..... 

D M Davis 

BB Robinson 

Jas S Morgan 

F H Morgan 

L E Morgan 

J J.Spencer 

WS Sharp 

LH Wilcox 

J V Carpenter 

Wm E Pigott 

Jon. W Fast 

J L Parish 

Elmore Coon 

Eva Johnson 

Simon C Parish.... 

Samuel G Ash 

CW Sturm 

KateMKincaid... 
Jennie Vaiigild<ir. 
Hattie P Burke.... 

Ella Short 

Willie Short 

W H Martin 

8arah Blacksley... 

HMTetrick 

C W Adams 

John H Brock 

BFMundeU 

A J Wade 

WmE JoUiff 

L R Conaway 

John LLake 

Sallie A Conaway. 

Luella Mapel 

Annie Miller 

LC Evans 

flC Evans 

BF Wilson 

HM Clayton 

AFBiUingslea 

Aniiie Kathsman. 
Henry B Moi^an.. 
Matilda West 



2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

8 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 



86 FREE SCHOOLS. 

MAKSHALL COUNTY.— W. M. Wirt, Sup% 

This report, I am very soiTy to say, is not complete, and shows 
but part of the school work done in 'this county during the past year, 
John Roseberry, secretary of Sand Hill District, and Wm. Kelley, 
secretary of Meade District, failed to make any report, and W. E. 
Mason's report from Liberty District was so inaccurate that it could 
not be embodied in the accompanying financial and statistical state- 
ments. It was not furnished until so late that it could not be cor- 
rected in time for use. These secretaries were elected the first Treek in 
September and did not got possession of the records of their respective 
districts until some time afterwards, and complain that the booKS and 
the trustees and teachers' reports, were so incorrect and so meagre, 
that they eould not prepare any correct statements. The change ^in 
the school officers takes place the wrong time of the year, the retiring 
secretaries refuse to do any work in September, claiming that their 
term of office expires with the Blst day of August, and their sncces- 
sors, are frequently men who do not know anything about the work. 
In some instances the school boards select personal friends to keep 
their records, accounts, &c., regardless of their qualifications. 

During the winter months, I held educational meetings in the dif- 
ferent school districts, which were well atttendad by the citizens, who 
displayed a lively interest in all that pertains to the education of 
their children, all, save that of sending them regularly to school ; 
that, many of them will not do, apparently expecting them to learn 
as much in two or three days, as others do in five, and then complain 
of the inefficiency of the schools, when their expectations are disap- 
pointed. 

With the help of the teachers, I introduced Superintendent Wade's 
plan of holding district examinations and granting diplomas to those 
who could pass a creditable examination in the current common school 
branches. This, 1 think, had a good effect, as many pupils studied 
with an object, and endeavored to acquire a more practical knowl- 
edge of what they were studying than before. Diplomas were granted 
to two pupils in Liberty, to two in Union and to three in Clay Districts 
and to seventeen in the Independent District of Moundnville, w^hile 
more than one hundred entered the graduating class of the present 
year. I think the system a good one, and would recommend it to the 
Superintendents and teachers of other counties, as it hap worked well 
so far as tried in this county. 

Two District Institutes were held in Liberty and one in Cameron 
Districts, which were reasonably well attended. The sixth annual 
session of the Marshall County Teachers' Association, which lasted 
four days, was held in Mouudsville during the holidays. Superin- 
tendent Wade, of Morgantown was with us during the entire session, 
and rendered very efficient aid. Yery much of the efficiency of this 
Institute is due to Professors F. H. Crago, S. E. Hanen and Ezekiel 
Bonar for their untiring efforts and faithful work, to make these 
annual meetings successful, others have done well, but these have 
been most zealous in their labors, most persevering in this good work, 
and have lived to see this association considered a part of the common 
school system Of this county. 
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Professor F. H. Crago, Principal of the Moundsville schools, has 
conducted an Educational column, in the Moundsville Reporter^ for 
the past two years with success. 

Our schools have made decided improvements ; have had better 
teachers and have taken deeper root in the hearts of the people than 
ever before. The stringency of the times and a mistaken idea of 
economy, on the part of the school boards, have reduced the wages 
of the teachers so low, that I fear many of our best teachers will be 
driven from the schools, to seek more profitable employment else- 
where. Our schools can never succeed without trained teachers, and 
our school officers should make a great distinction between a trained 
teacher and a young, inexperienced one, fresh from college or some 
^NTormal school, but without any practical knowledge of the work to 
be done, even though he should have a diploma certifying that he is 
a No. 1 teacher. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



H L McCammoa 8 

L W Barr 2 

WL Manning 2 

W T Robinson 1 

Thomas Pedey 1 

W F Cox 1 

J R Richer. 2 

George W Dowler .S 

Maggie McGaw 1 

Lillie McCombs 2 

Mary Wilcox 2 

F H WiUiams 1 

FW Eskey 1 

Addie Sloan 2 

India Evans 1 

Addie Wallace 1 

Mary Shepherd 2 

.Jennie Wnittingham 2 

J F "Wayman 1 

Ehuma Love 2 

W W Morgan 1 

FM Osborne 1 

E Lutes 1 

A L McMasters 1 

N H Eagleson 2 

G Olive 2 

J J Newman 1 

MSRyne 1 

Emma Newman 2 

I Lutes 1 

W H Dagg 4 

John Ferrell 2 

W F White 2 

Jennie Weisenhelder 2 

D F Rowles 2 

W PColeman 2 



Annie Weisenhelder „ 2 

T H Rowles 4 

S L Farrar 1 

EP Bowman 1 

Mattie ThornborougL 2 

EJThornborough 2 

J PClutter 2 

G C Monroe 1 

Lewis Yeater 1 

N W Yeater 2 

Sallie PhUlips 1 

Jennie Moore 1 

FH Piper 1 

J M LiUie 1 

EUen Davis 2 

M Dorsey 1 

NKulm 2 

S S Wilson 2 

Joseph Wilson 3 

Albert Robinson 2 

J B Robinson 1 

Jennie Thomas 2 

P M Burleigh 2 

J M Adams 2 

J W Kelly 1 

C W Adams 2 

M B Strawn 4 

S H Cole 3 

M Jefferson 1 

J N Jeflferson 1 

J H Brock... 2 

T S Riley 1 

J H Cook 1 

E T Price 1 

J Beabe 1 

David Bonar 1 



MASO]Sr COUNTY— Chas. E. Hogg, Sup% 

In transmitting my report to the State Superintendent of Free 
Schools, it is matter of regret that I can not accompany it with some 
new and useful suggestions. The work of public instruction, like in- 
dividual education, is a progressive one. To develop a " thorough 
and efficient" system of free schools, is not the work of days or 



88 FREE 8GHOOL8. 

months, but ot years. Our State cannot climb to the topmoBt round 
of the ladder in the first few years of its existence, the score of pop- 
ular education. She must watch with careful eye the operation of 
her school law, and speedily remedy all defects as they present them- 
selves to notice. And while I am not disposed to be eaptioas, still it 
seems to me that there are many parts of our school law that might 
well be amended. There are many things about our school la'w that 
make it very difficult of construction. The idea suggests itself to me 
that it would be well to amend and re-enact our present school law of 
the State, simplifying it in some of its parts so as to make it more 
practical in its operation. The free school system of our State has a 
strong hold upon the affections of the citizens of our county. They 
cherish it most highly, and guard its interests with zealous care. 
ThjBro are a few persons, however, who are unfriendly to our free 
schools, but it is matter of sincere gratification to me that this oppo- 
sition is not restricted to any political party ; so no injury to the 
cause of popular education need be apprehended. 

We are not now dependent on other States for teachers to fill our 
school houses, as our own young ladies and gentlemen, through their 
own exertions and well directed efforts at intellectual improvement, 
have thoroughly fitted themselves for the work of the school room. 
And I am glad to say, that our school officers, in most instances, do 
all they can to encourage home talent. While we still have some 
good teachers from other States engaged in the work of teaching our 
schools, and who indeed are doing a good work in the field for edu- 
cating the young of our county, still I think the day is fast approach- 
ing when there will be no necessity for employing foreign talent to 
aid in " nurturing the growing hopes" of our county. 

I am doing all I can to improve and encourage our teachers, by 
holding Institutes, Teachers' Associations, and visiting their schools, 
and such like work. I have an abiding interest in the welfare and 
prosperity of the teacher. Every one should be his Iriend and pa- 
tron, for to his keeping, for the time being, is committed the future 
prosperity and greatness of our State. La^t year, at Point Pleasant, 
an Institute was held for our teachers, lasting one week, of which 
they showed a due appreciation by a large and punctual attendance. 
Our exercises consisted of class drills in the common branches, and 
comments and lectures on the art of teaching. The instructors were 
W. J. Kenny, A. M., J. B. Yeager, Esq., and myself. In the month 
of May last, at the town of Leon, a Teachers' Association was held, 
lasting nearly three days. The attendance of teachers was unusually- 
large, and the exercises quite interesting indeed. The citizens of 
Leon and the surrounding country, encouraged us most heartily by 
their presence, loud plaudits, and genuine hospitality. From my offi- 
cial visits to the schools, and my acquaintance with the people, I think 
the opinion can be safely ventured that our citizens in Mason county, 
are wide awake, and up and doing upon the subject of free schools. 

As to the financial and statistical part of my report, in the main, 
I think you will find it correct. 



ftBPoATS OF COITNTY SUPERINTENDENTS* 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



AM Boone 3 

S S Nye 2 

G fl Stout 2 

A S Eidinger 2 

Chas AUen 2 

J B Shively 3 

JF M Hill 2 

V A Lewis 1 

J M Burdett 2 

Susan Wright 3 

Allen Rose 3 

G A Dewees 2 

L F Rodgers 2 

Chas W Fadley 2 

Mary W Green 2 

8 J Kane 2 

Cassie Lewis 2 

J A Waterson 1 

Lillie Chambers 2 

Lillie McDaniel 2 

E H T Whitehead 2 

ThosE Edwards 2 

Mary A Westall 2 

E S Dewees 2 

GeoW Poston 3 

SGCoffman 2 

Francis Lewis 1 

Jacob Knopp 2 

TLDabney 2 

Mary M Rader 2 

Miss — Brading 1 

M F King 2 

Ida McDaniel 2 

A B Boggess 2 

J H Johnson 2 

J N Daigh 1 

flfeA Hogg 2 

Mary Gilmore 1 

W E Hill 1 

Reed Yeager 1 

M F Yeager 1 

Cornelia W Carter 3 

Mrs Clara Baker 2 

Miss May Mauphin 1 

Ida M Jones 3 

Henry U Fisher 1 

Cynthia McDaniel 1 

E D Jeflfries 1 

James E Morris 3 

J W Starke 2 

FPO'Neil 2 

R R Gray 3 

M M Bay 2 

Lizzie Horner 1 

ChasE Baker 3 

FF Higmnbotham 2 

Arthur Edwards 1 

Timothy Pofienbarger 1 

T E Greenlee 3 

JE Radford 3 

JW Cartwright 2 

G W Entsmiger 3 

Stanley F Brading 1 

M M Gray 1 

CEBarnett 4 

D W Fisher 3 

Benj F Gibbs 2 



Francis M Roush 3 

J W Fisher 1 

Peter Tillis 3 

J H Shank 2 

Alice Paden */^ 

Lizzie Stephens 3 

Eva Knight 2 

R T Woodyard 3 

CJ Bosworth 2 

LouHoflf. 2 

George Blackwood 3 

O B Huge 2 

LiUie B Knight 1 

Sarah AJones 2 

LNease 3 

Virginia Behan 2 

J M Wood 1 

Ubbie Taylor 2 

Jennie Hutchinson 2 

Julia Nease 3 

Mary Short 2 

(Trace Behan 2 

Jennie Horner 1 

W T Hanly 2 

Miller Stephenson 2 

TGHogg 1 

J Shively 2 

W G Russell 1 

Shannon Gilmore 3 

D F Sayre 1 

E J Mosman 1 

GN Yeager 1 

J P Fry 3 

Joseph Pounds 3 

Alta J Durst 3 

HUFisher 1 

D B Strait 2 

Mary M Greenlee 2 

iC C King 2 

^J T Fisher 2 

Ella Newman 3 

Mrs — Cole - 2 

M M Evans 3 

CStratton 2 

A E Scott 2 

W A Cadle 3 

J T Stephens 3 

Maggie J Waterson 2 

W J Zerckle 1 

Ida Graham 4 

J H Daigh 2 

L E Peters 1 

E C Harper 2 

Eli Coleman 2 

Andrew Kincade 1 

Sarah Warden 2 

ME Howell 4 

J H Sayre 1 

D P Guthrie 2 

Joseph Moore 2 

SM Loomis 1 

Luella Blaine 2 

Rosetta Hunter 3 

J HMarshaU 3 

Jennie Paden 2 

W A Strait 3 



MERCEE COUKTY.— J. W. Hale, Suft 



The county is divided into five districts, East Eiver, Beaver Pond, 
Bock, Plymouth and Jumping Branch. 
Bast River District is divided into nine sub-districts, in which were 
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taught fifteen white schools and one colored school. There are twelve 
school houses in this district, most of which are in good condition; 
four Schools were taught in private houses, the financial condition of 
the district having been such that the Board of Education 'was not 
able to buihl this year. 

Beaver Pond District has eleven school houses, in each of which 
a school was taught for a term of four months, with much satisfaction 
to the people ; so the Board of Education has decided to pay, during 
the next scholastic year, high salaries to first-class teachers. 

Eock District is divided into thirteen sub-districts ; the school 
houses are in bad condition ; several of the schools were tauffht in 
private houses ; nevertheless the spirit of education is advancing in 
this district, and the people say they are determined to repair the old 
houses and build some new ones. 

Plymouth District is divided into ten sub-districts ; two of these sub- 
districts have no school houses ; those that are built, are of very in- 
ferior character. Ton schools were taught this year for throe months, 
the Board of Education not being abl« to continue the school for a 
longer term. 

Jumping Branch District is divided into seven sub-districts; all of 
these are furnished with small but comfortable houses in which schools 
were taught this year for a term of three months. 

The Normal school located in this county at Concord, is doing 
much to furnish this and adjoining counties with efficient teachers. 
Seventy students were in attendance at this school during the last 
session, fifty-three of whom are qualifying themselves for teachers in 
the free schools of this State. Therefore, from the prospects before us, 
we are led to hope for a general advancement in education. 

The above is the report to me by my predecessor. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



arvl Bailey 2 

zzle P White 2 



ST Reynoldfl 1 

A W Reynolds 2 

George Reynolds 1 

K B i arr 1 

C H Davidson 1 

D C. Clendenin 1 

C G bhutt 2 

M 1 Johnson 2 

Mar 
Lizzie 

SiUlie Bailey 2 

L E Peck 1 

James H Brinklcy 2 

I P Hcptinstall 1 

James H v\ hitaker 1 

James F Holroyd 1 

>]arrisoa C Vook 1 

James F Lively 1 

A W Harman 1 

Harvey Wall 1 

FmmaPhipps 1 

Nannie Holroyd 1 

Mary P] Miller...'. 3 

Ella Wall 1 

James M Rilley 1 

Thomas I Comer 2 

George B Martin 2 

MF Thomas 3 



W C Cooper 2 

Jno L i-taflford , , 

M W Christie , 

W T Chatting , 

James C Peters 

W B Lilly 

L W Robinson , 

M F Robinson 

•* •iBicknell 

TA 'ooper 

L M Stinson 

J W Bennett 

r K Massie , 

R D Ross 

R CROSS 

Emeijiah Godfrey 

Council Walker 

MF Kllison 

W S Wittcn 

A J Young 

J CMeador , 

RV Pendleton 

Leonidas Pendleton « 

James H Whitaker 

T A Bowling 

Christopher Trol, (colored) 

T J Cooper 

CStintson 



ItllPORtS OF COtJNTtr SITPBRINTBNDENTS. 
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MINEEAL COUNTY— J. A. Sharpless, Supt. 

{No Written Eeport.) 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Salie Welton 3 

Jennie Wilson 2 

M J Steger 1% 

Nannie R Shultice 1 

Anna Bunnell 2% 

M W Talb 2 

LeliaLyne 2>^ 

Carrie KUdow 2 

Clara Clayton 1% 

Laura Clayton iXZ 

Bettie Furr 33| 

Anna Vandiver 1>^ 

Jennie C Allen 2 

F P Doonan 1 

George W Dolly 2 

Willie Steger 1% 

LF Russell 2>J 

George WLee 4 

Isaac W Leatherman 1 

John S McAlister 1% 

George B Junkins 2 

John Buchanan 1 



Robert S Pettete 2 

Thomas J Kelly 3 

George N Martin 1 

Rezin Reed 1 

George W McLaughlin 3 

I W Ison 1 

HC Hall 2 

CA Brown 1 

John E Broome 2J< 

L D Clifford (colored) 2>| 

Edgar J Davis 1 

D C Arnold , ' 

T B Arnold 

SSC Idleman 5 

H G Yingling 6 

James B Furr 2 

Camden Sommers 1 

MA Parker a 2 

CD Davis. 2X 

Dr Berkeley 1 

George S Arnold 2 



MONONGALIA COUNTY— A. L. Wade, Sup't. 



DISTRICTS, SUB-DISTRICTS, AND SCHOOL HOUSES. 

This county is divided into eight school districts, viz : Battelle, 
Cass, Clay, Clinton, Grant, Morgan, Union, and the District of Mor- 
gantown. The Board of Education of the District of Morgantown, 
in the year 1868, purchased of the State, the spacious building and 
grounds known as "Monongalia Academy," for the sum of thirteen 
thousand five hundred dollars. The seven other districts are sub- 
divided, forming eighty-one sub-districts. We have, in these sub- 
districts, eighty-one frame school houses, nearly uniform in size and 
architectural style and beauty. Five of these houses were built within 
the year, but most of them were erected ten or twelve years ago, and 
need repainting. The school law makes it the duty of trustees to 
'^furnish to the Board of Education estimates of all improvements 
necessary to the preservation and repair of buildings." I find in 
some of our schools new seats and desks are needed, owing to the fact 
that the old ones were imperfectly constructed. The propriety of 
introducing improved school furniture, such as the adjustable seat and 
folding desk, in new houses, and where they are needed in houses 
already built, should be considered by Boards of Education. I suggest 
the necessity of putting inside shutters in each school house, or other- 
wise arranging to protect the pupils from the glaring light of the 
sun's rays. Window blinds, when used, interfere with ventilation, 
especially at the top of the windows. The sight of the pupils is often 
seriously, and perhaps permanently, injured by sitting day after day 
on the "sunny side'' of the school house. Inside shutters can be so 
adjusted as to let in much or little light, and they in no way interfere 
with ventilation. I would also recommend that each school which is 

18 



92 FRES SCHOOLS. 

not already supplied, should be furnished with Outline Maps^ a Globe; 
and a copy of Webster's Unabridged Dictionary. 

TEACHERS EMPLOYED. 

We employed last fall in our free schools eighty-seven teaohers-^ 
sixty-three males and twenty four females; seventeen were married 
and seventy single; seventy-six were residents of this county, six 
were irom Marion county, West Virginia, and five were from Penn- 
sylvania; three of them graduated in the Morgantown Female Sem- 
inary, ton of them in the Fairmont Normal School, and one holds a 
State Certificate. Seven of them have occupied the same places for 
tour consecutive years, seven others for three years, nine for 
two years, and the residue changed places every year. Eighteen 
of those who taught last winter had never before taught. 1 have 
visited the schools of this county tour successive years, and in 
forty-nine schools no one teacher has taught two terms. Experience 
and observation have convinced me that the itinerant system, how- 
ever well it may work in other matters, should be abolished in free 
school work. No College or High School, could be induced to adopt 
it. Let it be understood, when a teacher is employed, that the tenure^ 
of his office depends upon his success. By the term success, I mean 
more than the preservation of order in the school-room. I mean 
that he shall have a fair average attendance of the pupils entitled to 
attend his school , ho shall obtain from parents, or guardians, or some 
other source, the books which each pupil needs, and he shall induce 
each pupil to take up and continue as many studies as he is able suc- 
cessfully to pursue. Nothing short of what I have stated can be 
called success. This work requires skill, and many of our teachers 
have succeeded in a high degree. I will mention a few examples : 
Mr. E. P. Brand, teacher at Stoney Point, in Grant District, reported 
that he succeeded in bringing into his school every pupil entitled to 
attend. Mr. A. J. Ammons, teacher at Haught's Mills, Battelle Dis- 
trict, and Mr. Wm. H. Rude, teacher at Fairchance, in Morgan Dis- 
trict, make similar reports. Mr. A. A. Waters, teacher at Barb's, in 
Grant District, informed me when I visited his school, that every 
pupil in his school was doing full work, and that each one had a full 
supply of books, and I found his words true. I could name several 
other teachers whose success was nearly equal to those I have 
mentioned. 

I find a number of our tax-payers think our schools will never be 
entirely successful until we have a compulsory law. They would send 
the constable or some other officer of the law in pursuit of delinquent 
pupils. Now I do not claim that this would be wrong , but I do claim 
that it would be inexpedient. I am in favor of making the teacher the 
paid agent for bringing pupils into school. He can do the work 
cheaper, and better, than an officer of the law can do it. I would 
make his salary depend in a large degree upon the per cent, of at- 
tendance and progress of his pupils. There is no difficulty in ascer- 
taining the per cent, of attendance, and before I close this report I 
will submit my plan forjudging of the progres of a school. Under our 
present system the salary of a teacher depends upon what he hnov)8 ; 
I would make it depend on what be do^. 



REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Sue E Fletcher 1 7-32 

AdaPrior 1 5-16 

Carrie V Fletcher 1 7-32 

Georgie E Fletcher 1 11-32 

Wm«Hillery 1 3-l( 

JohnATennant 1 3-3'. 

E Pierce Lantz 1 3-1 

John L Joknston 1 7-li 

Sim Shriver 1% 

Solomon A Barnard 1>^ 

IraEHall 123-31 

John E Haught 1% 

J Milton Shriver 1% 

John D Russell : 1 13-1( 

Michael White 1% 

Osman C Tennant 1 15-1< 

Eliam L Tennant 1 11-1- 

CyrenusLemasters 1 13-1 

James M Anderson 1 7-3. 

Sanford J Talkingtbn 1% 

Spencer M Headlee 1% 

William N Conner 1 5-l( 

Abraham LDelaney 2 

Mollis A Davis 1 11-3' 

C Emeline Coleman 1 3-16 

Ellas S Amos 134 

Euward P Brand 1 

W Whitfield Topp 1 7-16 

John Henry 1 19-32 

Franklin P McCurdy 1 21-32 

S Judson Hall 1 11-32 

Barton M Jones 1 

George C Cole 1 19-32 

Samuel W Ramsey 13^ 

Emma L Jones 1 3-16 

D Benson Waters 111-32 

OtisW Waters IK 

Martin L Snider 115-32 

John F Chipps 2 

Jesse K Conn 1 7-16 

John Laird 1 11-32 

Ed RDemain 1 13-32 

JohuMLopoloe 2 1-32 

Thoslson McRa 117-32 

George W Johnson 1 5-16 

Walter PR apel 113-16 

Newton JMapel 1% 

Harmon L Morris 1 9-32 

Ellen Gorman 1 15-32 

Mary Gorman 1 5-16 



Amv Warman 13^ 

Linclsay Warman 1 5-32 

Wra D Costolo 1 17-32 

J Marcellu^ Stewart 111-32 

WmHRude 1 5-16 

Alonzo I Everly 1 



Virgil Vandervort 13^ 

John Wesley Brock 1 11-16 

Catharine Griffith 1% 

Lizzie Sanders 1 ISJI 

Morgan B Hale %' 5 I 

Alcinda Bayles 1 17-32 

James SBovers 1 •:r.<j 

EvaE Boy'ers 1 "^a-ie 

GeoD Bowers 1 11-32 

W Layton Cnorabs 1 7-16 

James Ferrell 1 7-32 

Randolph Protzraan 1 21-32 

Andrew J Arnett 13^ 

Elmore HWinee 1 17-32 

Frank M Wood 1 3-16 

Laura Shisler 1 3-16 

Leoline RCoogle 1 11-32 

Belle C Jenkins 1 15-16 

Nicholas L .'-louth 134 

Elza Warman 1 

Elijah P McGinnis 1}^ 

vtattie Brock 1 

Sarah R Coyle 1 

David Wiedman 1 7-82 

Sue Brant 1 

Eli T Clayton 1% 

Henry C Jones 2 

EvaShafer 1 9-16 

Columbia Simpson 1 7-16 

Francis M Shields 2 

Sue M Thomas •% 

Henry L Cox Board of Exf miners 

George W Lashle • " 

Ezekiel Trickett Normal Diploma 

Hamilton Steel • ** 

MaryE Welty " 

Mary F Watson «* 

Alonzo F Waters •* 

Geo F Griffin 

Isaac Ralphsnyder 

Annie Richards 

James E Mercer " 

Amos J Ammons State Certificate 



<( 
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MONEOE COUNTY— J. P. Campbell, Supt 

Having had no connection with the schools of this County during 
the past year, I am wholly unable to offer any report upon the gen- 
eral condition of the schools, farther than the facts already reported, 
as ascertained by the reports of the District secretaries. Could there 
not be a change made in the time for the annual report, so as to have 
the report made at the close of the year for which it reports? 

You will discover that no apportionment of funds, betw^een the 
whites and colored, is reported. That matter has been overlooked 
heretofore, and as a result the colored, in some of the Districts where 
there is not a sufficient number to form a school, have failed to re- 
ceive any benefit from the schools. I have called the attention of 
the Boards of Education specially to that section of the law, and will 
see that it is carried out. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



W T Smith 4 

H C Beckett 1 

N BCanipheU 3 

C L Larew 1 

John B Smith 4 

WRSmith 3 

J A Meadows 1 

J C Irons 1 

G B Foster 1 

Alvira Garvin, 3 

I^auraB Houchins 4 

JLBroyles 3 

Alice Broyles 2 

James A La.rvw 2 

LG Cheuvront 2 

HM Wills...: 4 

HattieVass 3 

D J Mann 3 

Thomp Houchins 2 

A P Miller 3 

W H H Campbell 1 

H A NickeU 1 

L E Campbell 3 

Nannie Hiukle 1 

Annie Emmons 2 

Ella Krebs 2 

GC Osborne 1 

L A Burdett 1 

C W Keister 1 

Yelvortou Webb 2 

E P Williams 2 

R C Appling 1 

D W Rucker 1 

V J Green 2 



John Cook 3 

John Johnson 2 

Jennie Marshall 2 

James Dunlap 1 

CB Foster 1 

Hattie P Dunlap 1 

G M NickeU „.. 1 

John B iSmith (re-examined) 2 

J LBrnyles (re-examined) ^ 1 

RCCristie 1 

John MHinton 2 

E A Tomkies 1 

D J Chapman „... 1 

G W Leltwich 2 

L W Bowers „... 1 

T J Wickline 2 

John Cook (re-examined) 2 

J W Vawter 1 

R R Little 1 

Granville Houchins 1 

A P Miller (re-examined) 2 

Alvira Garvm (re-examined) 2 

JT Whitelaw 2 

W E Mastin 1 

CHoke 4 

Robert Riddle (colored) 4 

John Bradly (colored) 2 

I C Baily (colored) 4 

JTArmstead (colored) ^... 2 

JHJetierson (colored) 4 

H E Curry (colored) 2 

Robert Riddle (colored, re-examined) 8 

I C Baily (colored, re-examined) 3 



MOEGAN COUNTY— George Buck, Sup% 

I have delayed sending my report in order to get a complete state- 
ment of the financial condition of Caeapon District. That could not 
bo obtained without a settlement with the ex-shoriff, and from some 
cause or other, that settlement has not yet been made. Consequent- 
ly my report will lack the information that might have been obtain- 
ed from that settlement. I think you will find my statistical report 
full and perfect, and my financial report also satisfactory, with the 
above exception. Our reports should show how every dollar receiv- 
ed for school purposes has been expended, and should correspond with 
each other from year to year, so as to leave not a dollar of school 
money unaccounted for. Old debts occasionally coming up against 
Boards of Education, and the expenses of each year being combined 
more or less with the expenses of the preceding year, are reasons 
why the balances reported on hand at the beginning of a school year 
do not ahvays correspond with the balances reported on hand at the 
end of the preceding year. Our Boards generally aim to levy just 
enough to run their schools for the time agreed upon, and frequently 
they will fall a few dollars short, either in the teachers' or building 
fund, and sometimes they will use the overplus of one fund to make 
up deficiencies in the other. Our Boards of Education are now, I 
believe, all free from debt, except the Board of Caeapon District. I 
am not informed of the amount of indebtedness in that district. 

The Baltimore and Ohio Eailroad Company have so far baffled all 
attempts of our Boards of Education to collect school taxes from 
them. And whilst they demand and receive more costly protection 
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for their property than is required for any other species of property, 
they utterly refuse to pay the same rate of taxes upon their property 
that our citizens pay upon theirs. I think it the duty of the Legis- 
lature of a State to see that its laws are not set at defiance and tram- 
pled upon by a corporation of its own creation, no matter how wealthy 
and powerful that corporation may be. 

Our school term being but four months in twenty-five of our 
schools, and six months in only four of them, it is necessary that the 
teachers follow some other business during the remaining eight 
months of the year. And hence it is that our corps of teachers num- 
bers in its ranks lawyers, doctors, preachers, merchants, mechanics 
and farmers. And as from one-third to one-half of our teachers either 
leave the county or drop out of the profession every year, their place 
is supplied by new men ; and hence we have too many militia and 
not enough regulars in the profession — too many occasional and not 
enough of the permanent — too many itinerant and not enough sta- 
tioned teachers. The late law, making provision for holding Teach- 
ers' Institutes, will, I am satisfied, operate very beneficially in this 
County. One Institute has already been held, which was attended by 
a large majority of our teachers. Illustrations in the methods of 
teaching were varied and thorough ; a high degree of interest was 
manifested, and decided improvement made. Notwithstanding there 
is room for improvement in our schools, I still think they will com- 
pare very favorably with those of any other County in our State, having 
no longer term than ours. And although our school population does 
not all attend school the same year, yet I think almost every youth 
in our County will, within the fifteen years allowed by law, attend 
school sufficiently to acquire a good common school education. 

In regard to the school law, I have only this to say, that it should 
be made as brief and plain as possible, and a copy furnished to every 
school officer in the State. It will require eighty-one copies in addi- 
tion to what we have to supply this county alone. If all the recom- 
meiidations of County Superintendents were embodied in the school 
law, it would not only be huge in volume, but its provisions would 
be so contradictory as to render its enforcement entirely impracticable. 

Twenty-nine teachers were examined within the year — ten receiv- 
ing number one certificates — ten number two, seven number three, 
and two number four. The fees were equally divided among the 
members of the Board of Examiners. One teacher received an ap- 
pointment to the State Normal School at Shepherdstown, last winter. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

_-_-___ — . J 



Timothy Moriarty 1 

O W Foltz 2 

MissEW Crothers 2 

D A Brady 1 

DB MuDson 3 

WLWidmeyer 3 

IS J Hawvermale 2 

George M Bmith 1 

William Crosfield 1 

Noah Potter 2 

MissS V Norrington 3 

H \8hirely 3 

F. B Gero 4 

0M< aldweU 3 

LB KidweU 2 



William H Clary 1 

RH stotler 2 

J A Peck 2 

RIjFearnow 3 

Daniel Fearnow 2 

Thomas Hinckle 3 

CE falling 1 

J W Sherrard 2 

Nerval McKinley 2 

C E Young 1 

Mary Howard, (colored) 4 

At) Allemong 1 

J H Filler 1 

James Bobinson 1 
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McDowell county— John F. Gamble, Sup't. 

I can truthfully Bay that the Free School system is -working bet- 
ter in our county than at any previous time, the county is about 
out of debt and the present officers are trying to manage the affairs 
so as to keep clear of debt in the future. 

Under the head of Summary in this report, I am unable to report 
any thing as the secretaries have not reported it to me. 



TEACHERS AND (IRADER OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J F Gillespie 1 

E FTotton 1 

Henrv Franklin 1 

M H'Wntwm 1 

1 W Halbr(M)ks 1 

Thomas While '.\ 

Qeorec IJriistor 2 

A n Williams 1 

T E Hlankfnship 3 

Thomas Rlankonship 1 



* 

^am Crockett 2 

J Yost '. ■* 1 

W L Gamble '.....*..'.*" 1 

Henry (jl^illespie * *.* i 

W P Pavne 2 

G ri B Mvers '..'..,".'." 1 

Mien Stpc'l 2 

J ' (..'assidy .'..'.'.'.'.!! 1 

J Thomas Pflyers .7 1 

J J Gamble "I 1 



NICHOLAS COUNTY— J. Raymond Robinson, Suft. 

The decision of the Department of Free Schools of this State, re- 
quiring: the out-going Superintendents to make reports for the time 
for which they serve, did not come to my knowledge till the 15th 
inst., as soon as the fact became known to me, I called on my suc- 
cessor in office, and received of him the books and papers from which 
to obtain data for my report, and immediately began to make it out. 
When I examined the annual reports of some of the secretaries of 
the Boards of Education I found some defects in them, but not so 
great as to prevent me from compiling my report from them, so that 
it is very nearly full and complete. 

Grant District — This district is divided into six sub-districts, in 
each of which four months of school were in operation during the 
past school year. Number attending school, 188; daily average, 
109; number studying orthography, 170; reading, 159; writing, 71; 
arithmetic, 65; geography, 20; English grammar, 25; history, 7. 
Total value of school property, $2,288. 

Hamilton District has sixteen sub-districts, there were four months 
school taught in all ot them except one, average number of months 
3.97. Number attending school, 888; dail^^ average, 288; num- 
ber engaged in each branch of study: orthography, 888: read- 
ing, 328; writing, 176; arithmetic, 101; geography, 42; English 
grammar, 55; historv 9. Aggregate value of school property, 
$8,669.50. 

In Jefferson District are eight sub-disirict, in each of which there 
was a school open for three months, this district owing to its finan- 
cial embarrassments did not run the schools four months. Number 
attending school, 194 ; average daily, 117 ; number studying ortho- 
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graphy, 190; reading, 132 f writing, 74; arithmetic, 32; geography, 
31; English grammar, 24 ; history, 6; other branches, 4. Value of 
school property, $1,705. 

Kentucky District has nine sub- districts, and had nine schools in 
operation last year. Average months taught four. Number attend- 
ing school, 213; daily average attendance, 147; number studying 
orthography, 213; reading, 173; writing, 126; arithmetic, 76; geo- 
graphy, 24 ; English grammar, 21 ; history, 9. Total value of school 
property, $748. 

The District of Summersville has five sub-districts, in each of which 
there was a school of four months taught for whites, and one school 
of two months was taught in one of the sub-districts for the colored. 
Number of whites attending school, 202; daily average, 154 ; num- 
ber studying orthography, 202; reading, 185; writing, 106; arith- 
metic, 84; geography, 35; English grammar, 35, history, 5. Yalue 
of school property, $1,285. 

Wilderness District is divided into nine sub-districts, in each of 
which a school was in operation for four months during the past 
school year. Number attending school, 265 : daily average, 183 ; 
number studying orthography, 265 ; reading, 231 ; writing, 131 ; 
arithmetic, 85; geography, 35; English trammar, 14; history, 2. 
Value of school property, $1,702. 

This county is divided into six school districts. Grant, Hamilton, 
Jefferson, Kentucky, Summersville and Wilderness. These are divided 
into fifty-three sub-districts, in which fifty-three schpols were in 
operation during the past year for the whites, and one for the colored 
for two months. Number of months taught, 2,035 ; average num- 
ber 3.83 months; number of whites attending school, 1,445; daily 
average, 993; number studying each branch: orthography, 1,437 ; 
reading, 1,208; writing, 684; arithmetic, 443; geography, 187; En- 
glish grammar, 174; history, 38; other branches, 7. Houses fifty- 
two, forty-three of which are log and nine frame, and two not yet 
completed. Number enumerated, 2,320 ; aggregate value of all 
school property, $11,392.55. The schools were not quite as well at- 
tended during the past school year, as they were the preceding \y ear. 
It was perhaps on account of the severity of the winter, although 
they were not as well attended, yet this report shows an increase in 
the stady of several of the branches, above that of the school year 
ending August 31st, 1876. 

Visits by County Superintendant 50, and other officers 127. Total 
177- 

All the districts made the levy required by law. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THER OERTIFIOATlBS. 



Bamuel P Pchiudel 1 

James W Whitman 1 

William Y Callaghan 1 

William W Jones 2 

David P Bell 1 

*. 19 Kesler 1 

DS Pettigrew 1 

John >^ Mc oy 2 

BOMcNutt 1 

George A Herold 1 

B N iVicCutchen 2 

H B Davis 2 

J AToralinson 2 

Jeremiah Murphy 3 

-aniuel K Ashley 2 

W F Callaghan 1 

R ERobinson 1 

() V Foster 3 

JE WcClung 3 

Isaac N Cox 1 

Mary M (^hamp 2 

John F Robinson 2 

rhasH Walkub 2 

James Tyrce 2 

A W hobbitt 2 

Thomas « Brown 1 

A H Young 1 

8M Atwood 1 

W FDeitz 2 

HW Herold 1 

L W Herold 1 

Jasper Given 1 

J E Holcomb 4 

John H Holcomb 4 



Isaac Hart S 

Maegitt Cavendish > 2 

H P Hardway „ 2 

John W Koontz « 2 

Winfleld Hcott ^ 1 

B H Dorsey .*. 2 

R V Dorsey 1 

Henry C Hill 2 

J %} X Owen...... .......•....,.....•..•..••.....•.• ••.••......,..• 1 

N C Hendrick 1 

INSTITXTTE OEBTIFIOATSa. 

The following is a list of Institute certiftcati>s. 
granted by Prof. -* . J. Kenny, July, 1876, and 
which have not been reported, as they be^^ to 

run ^ eptemlxir 1st, 1876 : 

P D Horan, (For three years) 

John E Kern " " 

A T Groves, " *' 

Geo Grose " " 

J H Robinson, " 

i) R Hanna, (For two years 

FFMcClung 

J M Koontz, 

WiUiam Miller 

W S Henderson, " 

Margaret A Thornton, 

Alice Thornton, " 

James M Curren," 

EP White, 

T B Horan, 

M E Stanard, 

Laura A CJox, 
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OHIO COUNTY.— John C. Faris, Sup't. 

With but one or two exceptions, the past year has been one of gen- 
eral prosperity in our schools. These exceptions were whore the 
trustees had left " ancient landmarks " and were trying teachers from 
other States, with whom they were unacquainted. We have a suffi- 
ciency of good teachers, of our own citizens, having established repn- 
tions, to supply all our schools ; but some of our trustees seem to 
think a stranger will get along better with the pupils, hence employ 
a teacher, of whom they know nothing, and generally one, too, who 
cannot get a school where he is known, and are surprised when they 
find he is a failure. Only after bitter experience, are they willing to 
select a competent home teacher. 

We also have quite a number good young teachers, who are just 
coming on the stage of action. These usually teach our summer 
schools of April, May and June. Our schools run eight months, be- 
ginning in September ; we have a five month term, with vacation at 
the holidays, closing the last of February. Summer term beginning 
the 1st of April. 

The act by which Leatherwood was constituted an Independent 
School District, was repealed by the Legislature last winter. The 
money, in the hands of the sheriff belonging to it, was transferred to 
Triadelphia District, is embraced in my financial account of Triadel- 
phia District, under the head of " Teacher's Fund " from other 
sources, the $27.98 of State fund which was apportioned to Leather- 
wood was transferred in the same manner to Triadelphia, and 
comes into my account as money from other sources. 
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I would suggest as an amendment to the school law, a change in 
the time of settlement with the sheriff; also require the clerks of 
the Boards of Education to make their annual report to the County- 
Superintendent, not later than the 20th of August instead of the 20th 
of September as at present. This would enable the County Super- 
intendent to close the business of the year, and make his^ annual report 
before the close of the school year. My term of office expired on the 
1st of September. I should have turned all the papers of the office 
over to my successor at that time, but not getting the reports from 
the clerks of the Boards of Education until near the 20th ef Septem- 
ber, and needing these and other papers for my report, had to retain 
them after they should have been turned over. 

I do not think the change in the law requiring three trustees in 
each sub-district is a good o|^. There is general dissatisfaction in 
Ohio County in regard to it, sometimes it is impossible to get all 
three, or even two, to agree on the same teacher. In some instances, 
two of the trustees have resigned to avoid trouble. I think one can 
do the work just as well as three, and with a great deal more satis- 
faction to the teacher. Also it seems to me, superfluous, if not a 
nuisance^ to require the three trustees. President of the Board of Edu- 
cation and two Commissioners, all to sign the article of agreement 
with the teacher. 

I think the amendment to the school law, which reads as follows : 
" Whenever, at the end of any school month, the daily average at- 
tendance for that month has been less than thirty-five per cent of the 
whole number of pupils enumerated in the sub-districts, the trustees 
shall dismiss the teacher and discontinue the school, unless otherwise 
directed by the Board of Education;" if carried out will, not only 
close our schools, but break up our Free School system in our State. 
We do not want our schools closed to those who pay for them, and 
patronize them by sending to them, but we want a law to require all 
to attend them. Legislate so as to require an educational qualifica- 
tion for the right of suffrage, and not make those who do well, suffer 
for the shortcomings of the ignorant and vicious, as this law will do. 
Instead of this being a compulsory educational law, it compels those, 
who would send their children to school, to keep them at home, be- 
cause others will not send. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



WmW Foreman 1 

J C Frazier 1 

J M Agnew 3 

James McCulloch 2 

Belle Warden 2 

A W Maxwell 2 

Jennie Lyda 2 

Mattie Thornburg 2 

Jennie Carroll '2 

Robert Pc^ue 1 

TillieDunlap 1 

Mary English 1 

Karah Browning 2 

G A Kyle 1 

J BOulbertaon 1 

SPLazeap 2 

C 8 Howell 1 



W DMcCleary l 

C M Liggett 1 

"* J Kimrains 1 

J W Hancher i 

W HCCurtis 2 

W R Clark i 

w c Miller i 

Brooks Hedges l 

W C Smith 1 

Parah^'teele 2 

Flora Henderson 2 

Maggie Findley .3 

Mary Jacob 1 

Lizzie M Brownlee 2 

Abie J Wallace 2 

Mary McCoy 2 



.14 
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PENDLETON COUNTY— Wm. P. McQuain, SupH. 

In comparing the grades of the teachers with the preyioos year, you 
will see they are very nearly the same, yet I am convinced by omer- 
vation, that the teachers are more efficient and zealous in their work ; 
and I am also convinced that the examinations were more searobing. 
I visited all the schools except seven. These are situated in isolated 
sub-districts, and the severity of the winter prevented my reaching 
them. There were seventy teachers examined, and the fees cx>lleoted, 
which amounted to J70.00, were paid to the members of the Board of 
Examiners. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



John W Bigby 1 

J M McQuaiu 3 

Newton Ilanna 2 

Michaol Mauzy 2 

John Simmons 2 

John W Byrd 2 

D C Ralston 3 

J F Hiiier 3 

Jacob Sites 3 

Granville A Hiner 3 

Isaac Dice 2 

GW Grady 2 

H E Colaw 3 

James Williams 4 

A W Eckerd 4 

S P Mauzy 3 

Wm Vint 3 

H D Hively 4 

John D Masters 2 

A A Hahn 1 

S W Mulleuax 1 

DS Cunningham 2 

J J Hiner 2 

T McClung 2 

Jno F Masters 3 

WmN Murphy 3 

G vr Puffenbarger 3 

Fred Moonian 2 

A J Phares 1 

Wm TBuck 3 

D A Landes 3 

John S Bond 3 

Wm D E Huffman 3 

S W Phares 3 

Harman Hiner, Jr., 2 



J L8 Cunningham 8 

Loenard Harper ^ 8 

AF Calhoun 8 

A P Devericks « 8 

Simon P Dolly _ 4 

Jacob Harman 8 

Wm J J WUson 4 

PhilipNelson S 

RH Huffman „.^ 2 

D Hottle 8 

H F Gilkeson « 8 

J G Dahmer 8 

James F Hively 2 

Addison Harman 8 

L D Bennett « 8 

Mrs Martha H Ward 8 

John W Cook ^ 2 

GW Shirk 8 

L M Pope w 8 

Georce AEye 8 

E A Samuels 2 

Miss Jessie Miles 2 

Miss Sidena Harman 4 

BC Harman 8 

Lafayette Nelson ^.. 8 

Dr Newham 8 

V U Gribble 2 

Levi Cunningham 4 

J C Hedrick « 8 

J J Dunkle 1 

W JobCoger 2 

Wm CBlakemore „ 2 

Washington Pitzenbarger 4 

WmEvick 6 

E J Dolly 8 



PLEASANTS COUNTY— C. C. Davis, Sup't 

(No Written Report) 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



JF Wayman 2 

R Fowzey 1 

Joseph C Nolan 4 

F B Smith 3 

Jennie Arkin 3 

C B Smith 8 

A Beaver 2 

W H Piles 4 

Mary Slattery 2 

D D Reynolds 5 



L D ElllB 4 

Wm. Ricky 4 

A W Gorrell - 1 

Annie M Gorrell 2 

N P Hall 2 

CharlesShinn 2 

LumieDix 2 

P 8 Kester 2 

J M McKenny 1 

s B SfOi a 



REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 101 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— Con tiwil^d 



C S Powell , 5 

A C Gorrell 2 

B F McVay 3 

E TFlemming 3 

Lloyd Edgele 4 

L A Ellis 3 

Mary EUis 3 

Annie C. Itnlay 2 

Mattie Wilson 2 

Alice Wilson 2 

Susan CLow 3 

Bessie Pepper 3 

J A Stevenson 3 

Viola Shinn 3 



Loyd Whaley , 3 

Myrtelle Locke 3 

MUton Steele 2 

P S Smith 3 

V LitUe 2 

Millie Weaver 2 

Green Ruttermitter 2 

Jennie Stern 2 

G W Martin 4 

Bell Prichard..: 4 

BellLindsey ; 3 

Georee M Woodbridge 1 

S A Weekly 2 

R WBymer 3 



POCAHONTAS COUNTY— James W. Warwick, Jr,. Sup't. 

It will be seen from my report, that iour houses were built last 
year, which were well constructed, and well suited to the demands of 
the law. The attendance at the schools last year, was very meagre, 
showing only 64 per cent of the white school subjects who attended 
school at all, and of this number only 62 per cent was the average 
daily attendance, and only 40 per cent daily attendance of the total 
enumeration : which was caused, however, on account of the severe 
winter and the whooping cough, which prevailed nearly over the en- 
tire county last year, or at least in many portions of it. I think our 
school system is gradually becoming more popular, but there is some 
dissatisfaction on account of the irregular rate of taxation, which in 
my opinion should be the same throughout the entire County. I 
think, to accomplish this end, the district Boards of Education should 
be abolished, and a County Board, composed of one member from each 
magisterial district, with the County Superintendent ex officio presi- 
dent of said county board, and one secretary, who should reside at the 
county seat. I think this county board ought to have a specific time 
of meeting ; that they should be paid a fair per diem for their services, 
and ought to have the power to lay the levy equal all over the entire 
county, and let the 'entire tund be collected and disbursed as a county 
fund, and not by districts ; for this purpose I think the County Super- 
intendent ought to be made the collector and treasurer of all school 
moneys, and in addition to the salary he now receives by the law, he 
ought to receive a commission of three and one-half per cent on this 
entire fund, and pay out the same for the above per cent; also, that 
all drafts or orders be issued on him^ and to become valid to be sign- 
ed by him; or make and constitute the secretary of this county board 
the treasurer of all school moneys, and in either case require the said 
treasurer to give bond and good security in the penalty ot double the 
amount that would probably come into his hands ; and this, in my 
opinion, would stop the contentions of the sheriff as to his rightful 
commissions for disbursing the State Fund, &c. We now have a flour- 
ishing County Institute, which I succeeded in organizing last fall, and 
it is very well attended. 

I think the law ought also to regulate the sa;laries, as follows : 1st, 
J50.00 per month; 2d, $40.00 per month; 3d, $25.00 per month, and 
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have no grade lower thaa third, and require first grade to obtain 
ninety-five per cent on six of the most important branches tanght in 
our primary schools, and ninety per cent on the other two, the per 
cent for second, and so on down, and this would thereby stop a great 
deal of the present dissatisfaction on account of the grading* of cer- 
tificates. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



JC McIjauKhlin 1 

W F Butcher 1 

J T Ferguson 2 

H P <^shy 1 

W PCaiupboll 1 

W AMcCorkle 1 

G W Swentzel 3 

.1 K Wootltlell 1 

(} S Weiford 1 

Lee All Sulleuder 1 

C J Stulting 1 

E H Moore 1 

Uriah Bird 1 

J C McLure 1 

George W McCollam 2 

Amo8 S (HUispie 2 

Hilda E Sutton 2 

C O Arbogast 1 

B F White 2 

J C Hamilton 2 

J C Lourv, Jr 3 

H M LocWidge 1 

JBMcNeel 3 

<} W Palaor 2 

J G Flory (revoked) 4 



Elijah N Grant, Jr. (colored) 2 

Alexander Armstrone (colored) _* 5 

Miss Emma Warwick 1 

Miss Mary W Warwick -. "'" 2 

Miss Henrietta N Stulting ,[[[[[ 1 

Miss Carrie Stulting *'.* 1 

MissMollie ESwope 1 

Miss Maggie A Irwine ""' 1 

Miss Nannie B Armentrout ]."* 1 

Miss Cora A Grimes " 1 

MisaMary SLoury « J". 1 

Miss Minnie C Loury ;f 

MissKateR Curry .". $ 

Miss Laura L Lockridge 1 

Mrs E G Evans 1 

Miss Nannie E Keunison 4 

MissLucy Clark 1 

Mrs Anna R Sheets ^ 1 

Pr^or G Slaven 3 

M'G Matthews 1 

Daniel Kellison „ ..^_ 3 

George MKee 1 

George Baxter ^ x 

George K Gay „ 1 

Mrs H E Poague „ i 



PEESTON COUlSrTY— J. H. Feather, Sup't 

The schools and the cause of education in Preston county is taking 
advanced ground, and the youths attending school are making com- 
mendable progress. The patrons and citizens of the county are 
manifesting a greater interest in the cause of education than they 
have done since the organization of our Free School economy. 

A short time was spent in each school (with but few exceptions), 
noting the attention to study, manner of recitations and general be- 
havior of pupils. Teachers' method of conducting schools was also 
carefully noted. Remarks were made to the pupils with an effort to 
impress them with the absolute necessity of diligence in study and 
correctness in conduct if they really would be benefited. 

A number of schools were reported as having received visits from 
school officers and patrons. 

In closing I feel like expressing my congratulation on the suc- 
cessful working of the system, and express the hope that the time is 
rapidly approaching when all intelligent, thoughtful parents will send 
their children to school, with the definite instruction that their con- 
duct'in school, their attention to study and their general deportment 
must be right, not merely because the teacher requests it, but be- 
cause the parents insist upon it and will see that their instructions 
will be strictly carried out. When that period arrives, what models 
our schools will be. May the time be hastened. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Ezra Elsey 2 

J M Jeffreys 2 

Thomas Fortuey 1 

R L Brown 1 

D M Watering 2 

Jennie Painter 2 

W S Grimes 2 

R H Doliver 1 

J H Holt 1 

A R Warden 2 

L Colter 1 

J W Rush 1 

Luciau Spurgin 2 

G W Matthews 2 

Elijah McRa 2 

D M West 2 

A J Elliot 1 

J S Walters 2 

J G Arnolds 1 

James Laub 2 

J E David 1 

AsaFortney 1 

A F Simpson 2 

Jeremiah Guthrey 2 

James Foreman 2 

Mollie Anderson 2 

Martha Clayton 3 

Joseph Graham 2 

D H Barker 2 

C C Jacobs 1 

WSBayles 2 

P J Crogan 1 

M T PoweU 1 

F P Fox 2 

J Jackson 1 

T^uther Nine 3 

R J Fortney 3 

S Stansberry 1 

J A Bell 3 

CL Birtcher 2 

Alice A Mattingly 3 

P R Smith 1 

N J Maple 2 

Amanda J Shahan 2 

T V Coleman 1 

A F McMlllen 1 

Anna V Klauser 3 

J A Bower 1 

D H Savage 2 

Jennie C Graham 1 

Wm A Watson 2 

Sarah C Listen 2 

A W Snider 2 

A J Deberry 2 

W R Shafer 2 

MoUie C Stone 2 

Bruce Vandervert 2 

B M Squires 3 

Sue M Garner 2 

H P Hartley 1 

J L Athey 1 

N R Griffin 2 

J J Martin 2 



WM Emery 

JB Burson 

Isaac Ricard 

FP Burke 

G W Metheny 

RF Martin 

Milton R McMiUen. 

Marshall Friend 

B F Haggins 

IPMartm , 

G VLeighton 

L F Myres 

Evan King 

A R Fearer 

TB Jenkins 

Wm A Wolf 

ASTeets 

J S Nedroe 

Lou Gamer 

Roda David 

Frank Wolfe 

J W Buckley 

Marshall Wolfe 

Eli Albright 

G W White 

S J Sterling 

GSDeakins 

J Dell 

AUie Duberry 

Barbary Boyer 

Hattie Carrico 

Ida Trotter 

Anna Fansler 

Sarah J Elsey 

lesse Hays , 

Marcellus Jeffreys ... 

TSFike 

BHElsev 

Walter Philson 

L J Foreman 

Charles Vansic kle. . . . 

Jerred Feather 

C B Nickleson 

Marshall Chidester . 

W T Nickeson 

AS Jones 

ST Wiley 

ACHolbert 

G B Hutchinson 

LWFike 

3harley Lee 

J D Ichelberger 

L C Bowman 

RTNine 

JM Laughridge 

Ella Daggett 

Alberta Shaffer 

C W Frazier , 

G J Shaffer 

Mason Watson 

DG Watson 

Oraer Posten 

Wilbert Posten 



. 2 

2 

. 2 

. 2 

. 3 

. 3 

. 2 

. 2 

. 2 

. 1 

. 2 

. 1 

, 3 

3 

1 

. 3 

2 

1 

2 

. 2 

, 2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

, 4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

I 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 



PUTNAM COUNTY— M. S. Kirtley, Sup't. 



The Free School system is working well in this county. Onr 
teachers are not all up with the times, yet I have annually noticed 
marked improvements. The " Teachers Institutes" have done much 
for the advancement of our teachers and are fast educating them for 
the proper performance of the duties and labors of the profession. 
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Tho one great question (and one which addresses itself to the 
Legislature of the State) is : *' How can we obtain a better attendance 
of the pupils in the schools?" Tho foregoing report shows that the 
daily average for the whole county is less than thirty-six per cent, 
while more than one-third of the pupils of the county have not at- 
tended school for a single day. 

I have but two suggestions to make with reference to changes in 
the present school law. 1st. The injustice of the present system of tax- 
ation for tlie support of Free Schools. Any system is an unjust one which 
imposes greater burdens upon one section than another. Taxation 
if it is not, (in the language of the constitution), " equal and uniform 
throughout the State," should bo equal and uniform throughout the 
county. You will see from my financial report, that by the present 
system of taxation the people of one portion of tho county (and I 
presume the same is true to a greater or less degree in almost every 
county in the State) are taxed at a rate five times greater than the 
people of other portions for the same purpose. You will notice that 
while one district levies a tax of ten cents on the one hundred dol- 
lars valuation to run its school four months, another district must 
impose a tax of fifty cents (the full extent of the law) for a like num- 
ber of months. You will further observe that the salaries of teachers 
are least in districts that pay the greatest rate of taxation. 

2d. We need a simpler grammar for the use of the primary schools. 
The one now prescribed by law is too voluminous, too difllcult for 
beginners. The rules too are incomprehensible to the young mind and 
tend rather to confuse than explain. While I prefer this grammar 
for advanced pupils to any other, I find it wholly unsuitable for be- 
ginners. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Robert C Cruson 1 

W T Alexander 1 

EM McCallister 1 

MFConner 1 

J C Brown 1 

S E Hartley 1 

S V Hartley 1 

F D Honaker 1 

Dr Wm J O'Neill 1 

E M Tucker 1 

John C Thomas 1 

Dr S J Rane 2 

C P Nash 2 

A C Blair 2 

C M Smith 2 

Wm P Kerwood 2 

William Starcher 2 

CO Knapp 2 

John H Coulter 2 

Amos Coulter 2 

Arthur Young 2 

D E Wilkinson 2 

Wm M Cooper 2 

RGGary 2 

Lewis Branaugh 2 

C R Shanks 2 

P A Smith 2 

C Casto 2 

D H Thomas 2 

John ASnell 2 

Wm E Hemdon 2 



John C Billings j 

JTWormeldorflF. 3 

A G Winkler .*.V.V'.7 S 

A A Hanlev *.'.'.*." S 

Lycurgus ij^andley !..*.""* S 

L P Proffitt "*"* s 

F M Sovine .*." 2 

J R Harrison ' "* 5 

C H Bonnett i" s 

A MBoon 8 

I W Kirk s 

James M Henson $ 

John EjLng $ 

C A Jividen ^ 3 

HargessDuke „ g 

Mahlon M Thompson „ 3 

John R Banks, (colored) 2 

Alexander James, (colored) 2 

Miss Annie V Brown l 

MissMaddieL Dudding 2 

Miss Emma K Thompson 2 

Miss Fannie E Stark 2 

Miss Matilda Burnsides 2 

Miss Bettie Stewart 2 

Miss Ira J Hanley 2 

Miss Emma F Lyons 2 

Miss Minnie Johnson 2 

Miss Melissa J Cooper 8 

Miss Lorena Gibbons, (colored) 2 

Miss Mary James, (colored) .'. 8 
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RALEIGH COUNTY— G. W. Cook, Sup't 

The school system in our county is gaining slowly, from the fact 
that we labor under several difficulties. Some of the districts are poor 
and thinly settled, consequently not able to carry on their schools 
four months during the year. Wages are low and teachers have 
trouble to get their money when it is earned. 

The attendance is not near so large as it should be, but we think 
the requirement of law in that particular, will greatly increase it. 
We are in favor of a county board instead of district boards, that 
the levy and salaries may be the same in all the districts in the 
county. Let said board consist of the County Superintendent, who 
shall be president, and one commissioner from each district in the 
county. Then the settlements can be made with this board much 
better than the District Boards, and the Superintendent will under- 
stand the condition of the system financially. We believe that the 
commissioners can be paid with less money than is paid to the secre- 
taries of the present boards, and that it will be much better. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Jas A Townsley 4 

F H Brlckey 3 

Jos M Williams 3 

S A WiUiams 2 

Sianna Roles 3 

Thaddeus Scott 3 

JqoS McCarthy 2 

Wm L Bragg 3 

Mary A. EUyson 3 

Nannie J Ellyson 4 

Mattie L Ellyson 4 

F M Bailey 4 

J W Johnson 5 

Jas H Dunn 4 

Wm C Hollandsworth 2 

F HNeeley 4 

8 Riffe 2 

OR Caldwell 2 

Harrison Neeley 2 

WmM Miller 2 

Adolphus Holley 3 

Ross Hanna 2 

Harvey Cook 2 

Jno R Calloway 2 

A J Williams 3 

D F Hale 1 

A CGodby 4 

Emily F Prince 3 

W 8 Hanna 1 

RF Underwood 2 

H V Dunn 2 

G B Vines 3 

Osear Godby ^ 3 



JnoMcVey 2 

Martha McVey ^ 4 

Annie McVey 4 

Jane E Calfee 4 

Sarah Godby 5 

Lewis Hunter 3 

J WLilley 4 

Chester Williams 2 

German Clay 6 

C A Bryant 2 

Jos Harvey 4 

Andrew Williams 3 

Numa Walker 4 

J F Webb 3 

M A Young 4 

ToUison Shumate 2 

M E Vass 2 

A J Hutchison 4 

Jos W Maynor 4 

D P Richmond 4 

Milton Curtis 3 

A L Richmond 4 

L F Meador 1 

^'usanHale 5 

PP Garland 2 

C H Phipps 8 

Wm Harper ^ 3 

N F Orvis 1 

E E Phipps 1 

T C Miller 4 

Vi]^nia Massie 4 

Wm McGinnis 2 

Lizzy R Oaks 3 



EANDOLPH COUNTY— J. Woods Price, Sup't 

There have been no complete settlements made for school moneys 
for four years. In fact, the whole financial affairs of this county have 
been very loosely managed from the very beginning. These are 
matters of serious complaint on the part of the taxpayers. 

I have nothing special to say in regard to the school law. I think 
that if all school officers would carry out its provisions in good faith, 
it could be made to work very well. 
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There is a great deficiency in the qualification of thd teacbers in 
this county. As a general thing they have mental ability, but lack 
mental discipline. The most of them are young persons, "wbo would 
go to school and improve themselves, if they had the opportunity. 

We greatly need a good high school in this county. I tbiiik the 
law should require one to be established in every county of the State. 
If the Board of Education of each district were required to transfer 
about ten pupils to attend a good high school, and pay a reasonable 
tuition, with the pay students a good school could be kept up in this 
county for eight months in the year. 

With a corps of efficient teachers, alive to their work, -we would 
need no compulsory law. The public sentiment in regard to schools 
was a little deranged in this county by certain demagogues; some 
leading on a part of the teaching element and their friends to secure 
high grades of certificates ; others rallying a portion of the taxpayers 
to put down teacherb' salaries. There is, however, a formidable mi- 
nority of the people in favor of rigid examinations and good salaries. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Joseph MarshaU 1 

David B Curtis 1 

Wm L Kee 1 

T W Harris 2 

James B Canfield 2 

T C Curtis 2 

Eugene Brown 2 

S Wilmoth 2 

C H Rice 2 

Arnold Wilmoth 2 

F P Madden 2 

N WSenhauser 2 

Miss AE GKmId 2 

Miss L Bradley 2 

Miss M Wilson 2 

Miss J Wilson 2 

John H Hill 2 

MissL Chenoweth 3 

Miss Virginia See 3 

MissS A Channell 3 

Miss M A Durkin 3 

P M Hart 3 

AHutton 3 

Martin Madden 3 

B W Taylor 3 

N R Maddon 3 

S P Hays 4 

JohnT Durkin «... 4 

John Moyle 4 

SB Phares 4 

FA Poling 4 

L S Poling 4 

EHolsbury 4 

J R Grove 4 

S W Wilfong 4 

H C Wilmoth 4 

James MoyJe 4 

J A Hilliyard 4 

Jas A Poling 4 

Parkerson Wehley 4 



Geo E Boseley 6 

John L Boswoth 4 

J E Vangilder „ 4 

Miss V Maher ^ 8 

J H U Butcher i 

Frank P Madden 2 

M ELawson 2 

Miss Rosa Chenoweth ^ . 8 

Chas A Steel ^... 8 

Miss Maud Chenoweth 8 

Miss Lucy Fitzwater 8 

Jos A Vaughn 3 

A 8 Boswoth 4 

Thomas Ward 8 

Miss E M Hevener 3 

John B Biackman ^ 8 

M irts Grace Butcher ^ 8 

Thomas \j Daniels 4 

John L Gibson 8 

WmH Bosely 4 

Arthur Bradley 4 

A Blaine Ward 4 

J T Durkin 4 

J B Simmons 4 

Lee D Caplingtr 4 

J Moyle ~ 4 

Miss Teresa Cain 4 

ER Skidmore 4 

LH Schoouof er 4 

B BHerron 

AH Wilmoth 

Q D Schoonover 

J W Summerfield 

Isaac Harman ^ 

John A Hutton 8 

Miss F M Butcher Normal Diploma. 

AWC!orly " 

WS Fleming " " 

Jacob J Hill State Certificate. 

J J Madden M. B. Examiners. 



KITCHIB COUNTY— J. N. Kendall, Sup't 

In this my second annual report I am pleased to make a favorable 
report concerning the progress of the schools in Eitchie county. All 
of the districts, save one, report a considerable balance in the SherifTs 
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hands after defraying the expenses of the schools for the current year. 
During the scholastic year just closed, several new school houses have 
been erected throughout the county, and several new ones will be fin- 
ished the present year. In the Harrisville Independent District a 
large brick school house will soon be completed, which would do 
credit to any town in the State ; also at Pennsboro, a large frame 
house, containing four rooms, is nearly finished. The school at Cairo 
under the able management of Prof I. A. Tannehill and Miss Addie 
Lowther, gave general satisfaction. The school law as it is now meets 
with very little opposition throughout the county ; the great cause of 
complaint is the non-attendance of so many children upon the schools. 
In this county last year the average daily attendance was but little 
over one-half of the enumeration. In my last annual report I rec- 
ommended a compulsory law, but since then I have given the subject 
a great deal of thought, and find the fault is as often with the teachers 
as the parents and children. During my visits to the various schools 
throughout the county, I found where the teachers were deeply in- 
terested in their work their rooms were generally crowded, but where 
they were careless and seemed to care for nothing else only putting in 
their time and drawing their pay, the attendance was small. In such 
cases when the parents were interogated upon the subject the univer- 
sal verdict was : that their children were not learning anything at 
school, and so they kept them at home. If teachers salaries were 
made to depend upon the number of children in actual attendance at 
their schools, the case would be quite different; then instead of mis- 
treating the children as they often do, and congratulate themselves 
when such children are taken from school by their parents, that their 
salaries are not affected by their absence, they would strive very hard 
to interest them, so they would secure their regular attendance. 

I would suggest that No. 1 teachers be paid one dollar per month 
for each child taught ; No. 2 be paid ninety cents ; No. 3 eighty cents 
&c. The above figures are given to explain the point I wish to make 
and could be made high^^r or lower at the discretion of the Board of 
Education. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES 



C NSnodgrass 2 

Wm MCox 1 

Laara Hall 3 

Dora Heaton 3 

Sarah S '•iminton 2 

Miss ME Bartlett 2 

Alice Reed 2 

R H Martin 1 

Kate McKinley 4 

Hetty Heaton 4 

Addie Lininger 1 

Bessie Corbin 4 

L Mileham 4 

Sarah LHtarf 3 

Alice Wilson 2 

Maggie Wolf 4 

Matties Merris 2 

Sallie Lowther 2 

Maggie Amos 2 

A Delong 1 

G A Corbin 2 

WC McKinley 3 

G W Lowther 1 



Addie Lowther 2 

J Moats 4 

Mrs S A Terry 2 

W L Miller 4 

J Cokeley 4 

T Greenbank 2 

Hattie Snode 3 

W B Hayden 1 

Maggie A Bee 4 

Jacob Rickey 1 

J H Nichol 2 

CallieF Randolph 2 

Maggie Wolf 3 

Miss C A Atha 2 

W H Piles 4 

W H Hamilton 4 

Alice Taviner 5 

L Whaley 2 

D N Meridith 1 

Miss S M Thomas 2 

Sarah Ormiston 4 

J M Hall 1 

D AMcGinnis 2 
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TEACHERS ANT) GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— ObnttntC^ 



A M Starr „ 2 

t'ttllio MriSnyor 2 

Th(MMoMuilon 2 

Minu Starling 2 

Jemima B H(*ok 3 

Mrs A A Duugherty f) 

Alii*e \vm. 3 

Atcgie l\)wt»r« 2 

Kiiinia McColura 2 

(} M WlKner 3 

AThraHh 2 

(' ]>ouKlas:< 2 



J VDotta ^ „.. 1 

H S Dotte 1 

I>ora ReitJB s 

F M Haynes "".*'.'.*... S 

McKendre Wilson ...1..!."!. S 

L(rarriM)n j 

J F (iriffin **** i 

w w I'age ::::::::.i. s 

Maggie M Amos _.. j 

W L Miller _'. 3 

Kate Pier|K)int j 

Ella Pierpoint j 



A 8 RariiCH 2 A Tlirasli ^ 1 

.10 Liiu'h f). Wesley Davis !!!!!!!!!!!"— 2 

C S CunniiiKham o{ "^laggie ABee " 8 

S P Crummett 3 J Cokeley /./.l!!!""'."'.'. i 

J MoatH 4Ex|)erience F Randolph ".*.'.*!."...,, 2 

D B Cunningham 2'C JlJlover * ^ 3 

M L CorUin 2 J H Nichol ' "" 1 

8G Zinn SU'hebe LBeil " 3 

CJ Giover 4iv\ F Hu.lkins 1 

A M Wade 2 J Moats .V.*V.V.3r 4 

L Wlialey 2 \lice Avres .....~~ ^ 

W II Hamilton 4!Tiilie M Toothaker S 

O BSmitli 3 RagenaMeese 3 

F P IIaifi<«ld 2:0 Douglass . 2 

M L Oorbin 1 jjosie V Sinnett 3 

J M McKinney I'T W Irciaud 2 

J T Hull 3 MrsT J Ireland " 2 

Ltiarrison 3ljS Arehbold .* 3 

JM Hall 2iFlorence Ward "*'** 2 

W C McKinley 2; Miss EmmaSwinden 8 

1) V Bayno 3!c Ford ', 1 

Callie Carroll 3 i W S Luzadder 2 

J Fdriffin 2, John Clark '.,".V„ 1 

C 8 Cunningham 3 lA r'lnin'hill „1 

W L lIuvH 1 'Emzu F Randolph ' „ 1 

P C 8no^gras8 2lWII Sharpnack „ 1 

C N Snodgrass 1 |Lucy B Kercheval „ 2 



FIOAJSTR COUNTY— Buenos Ayres, Sup't. 

I have spared no exertion that could be made to have this report 
correct and full. I made, or helped make, all the district secretaries 
reports save two, and believe the reports tell facts. 

I visited tifty-four of the schools last winter, and would have visited 
them all had my health not foiled. It daunts the courage of a well 
man to ride over this county in winter season, much less a sick one. 
The schools did a good work this year; the teachers are understand- 
ing their business better, and the people are taking a more lively in- 
terest in free school work. I would say that thirty per cent more 
work has been done this j^ear than was done last. We have but a 
few men that vote against the levy now. 

The teachers that taught this year are all citizens of this county 
save one. We have about fifty very good teachers, and about the 
same number of weak ones. About fifty teachers attended the Pcabody 
Normal Institute, conducted by Dr. J. G. Blair. That institution was a 
success ; 1 think the Doctor had his prescription ready when he land- 
ed here. The County Institute, which has convened three times 
within the year, is now on a permanent foundation. Its last meet- 
ing, which closed August 31 st, had forty -five members, and did good 
work. That amendment to the school law requiring teachers to at- 
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tend some institute two days for every month of school they teach, 
is having a good effect in this county. 

The school houses are generally warm enough, but few of them are 
fit for the purpose for which they are designed. The school officers 
that built them appear to have had no ideas of school house archi- 
tecture — better houses could have been built for the same money. 

The school law needs rest now. The amendments made last winter 
were good save so much as pertained to the collecting and disbursing 
school money ; I think that is too hard on a sheriff. The first law 
gave him too loose a rein ; this has gone to the opposite extreme. 

The Boards of Education elected for this term are good men ; more 
attention was paid to making a good selection at the last election 
than has been the case before. 

There has been taught several private schools in the county during 
the year, some for the instruction of a mixed grade of pupils, and some 
to train teachers 

In addition to the teachers given in the roll, we have J. H. Burke, 
Harvey Gofer, Clara Wolf, C. L. Brodus, Jacob Cork, Jr., Wm. B. 
Hobbs, and E. A. Douglas, holding professional certificates; P, C. 
Vineyard and T. S. Broadus, holding Normal School diplomas. 

V 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



B H '^eaman 1 

S B Seaman 1 

H B Hughes 1 

F E Riley 1 

N BHoflf. 3 

D H Hoff 3 

J W Lowman 3 

MAC Hopkins 2 

J W Ball 2 

C Howel 2 

T W Hughes 2 

J H Bays 2 

G M Wade 2 

Lewis Peters 2 

J H Hunt 2 

J E Hunt 2 

J G Fugate 2 

D Upton 2 

B M Rogers 2 

LDHeatherlv 2 

.1 B Smith 3 

C Ross V 2 

S V Carper 2 

J C Lowe 1 

S M Ferrel 1 

Mary B Stone 2 

Fanny J Patten 3 

McD Hershherger 2 

C Summers 1 

J ELConly 3 

W L D McKemy 2 

Vincent Tibhle 2 

Amanda C Riley 2 

Virginia L Flesher 3 

I N Roes 1 

M F Arnold 2 

.FL Arnold 1 

L A Wise 4 

LP Ross. 2 

Florence Armstrong 2 

Lucy J Kelly 3 



MF Simmons 

Nellie Daniels 

LouisaStuMer , 

Mary £ Ayers 

W P Riley 

MaryL Butcher 

Myrtia Armstrong 

Mahalia F Bates 

Arena Tyson 

Dora Bartlett (revoked) 

Alice Vandeavener ,,.. 

JCBartlett 

J F House 

J A )~louse 

L A Wise 

BFDavis 

David Wright 

Thomas Chapman 

A B Thome 

J DCottle 

W VV Hammock 

M Hammock 

M F Armstrong 

A L Curtas 

L DStarkey 

C A Goodwin 

F G Burdett 

JN Board 

W T Vernon 

Lizzie Gorden 

J C Kounts 

J B Short 

J C Whited 

WC Osborne 

Charles L Hall 

James P Rogers (revoked). 

Edward Border 

Ephraim Bee 

Webster Butcher 

M F Simmons 



2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

. 1 

1 

. 1 

. 1 

. 2 

. 2 

. 1 

. 1 
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SUMMEES COUNTY— David G. Lilly, Sup't. 

In prosontin^my report just throo weeks after the first installment of 
the State P^und had become due, it will be necessary to explain that I 
could not get all the district reports in, until after the date referred ' 
to, and even then much time was spent in revising and correcting 
them ere I could enter on my legitimate task of collecting and con- 
densing them. The indebtedness with which different districts have 
been struggling for the past two years, has been owing mainly if not 
entirely, to the loose manner in which accounts have been kept, when 
kept at all, secretaries issuing drafts to teachers regardless of the in- 
correctness of their reports (and in many cases unable themselves to 
correr't them), and leaving all documents in their own possession pro- 
miscuously scattered, instead of carefully filed; in this way incoming 
officers would be left by their predecessors in the dark, in relation to 
the financial standing of the districts, yet (1st Pet iv, 18) Tvhat bet- 
ter could be exacted of our unsophisticated mountaineers when the 

very school department — the source to which we look for light 

sends ue such egregiously incorrect forms. As I have mentioned in 
my marginal notes the averages of age and attendance can never be 
arrived at without taking the total sums of ages and days' attendances, 
which never came into the county superintendent's hands. To make it 
worse, teachers are required to observe Mr. Stahl's incorrect rule in 
finding their monthly percentage! so we will be compelled to make 
some allowance for tlie action of the Pipestem Board, however illegal 
and reprehensible, in dismissing their secretary for refusing to issne 
drafts to teachers, until they would present a correct report. Another 
abuse of which the boards in that district (and some others) have 
thus far been guilty, but which I will inquire into as soon as I can, 
is in putting the school houses so far apart, that many families are 
entirely out of reach of any school. To this false economy they have 
however, been virtually driven by our unjust and contradictory school 
law, which runs the schools by local tax, yet does not allow the boards 
in the poor districts to lay a sufficient levy. As seen by the within 
financial report my own district (Jumping Branch) did not raise last 
year enough from all soun^es to average $70.00 to the school ; and in no 
year has it been able with a levy of fifty cents and the little mite of State 
Fund received to run the schools more than three months. Said State 
P\ind should by all means be large enough to do*allthe positively essen- 
tial work of the schools leaving to local taxation such extraordinary 
matter as extra time, higher education, &c. So the Trustees of the Pea- 
body Fund wrest it from the purpose of its illustrious founder in 
reserving the money for schools that are able to run on their own re- 
sources six months, thus helping the strong, instead of the weak. 
Another feature in the School Law contrary to the genius of the in- 
stitution, was passed last winter — I mean that clause requiring thirty- 
five per cent, of the enrollment to keep up a school. In that way a 
teacher may be dismissed without a cause, if he be located in a neigh- 
borhood too ignorant to appreciate him. But the evils of that object- 
ionable amendment are more than counterbalanced by another of 
great importance, which guarantees an Institute to every county. By- 
the-way, I have secured the services of one of the authors of the origi- 
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nal petition for a law to that effect, to conduct our coming Institute. 
Apropos^ I do not wish to close without a word, relative to the State 
Educational Association, which has always been held as a sectional 
organization by the teachers in the northern end of the State, hold- 
ing all their meetings among themselves, out of reach of teachers in 
this section. I hope you will advise them at Parkersburg next sum- 
mer to hold their next session at Hi nton, Summers county. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



HL Martin 1 

James Edward Keadle 2 

J C Ball 1 

G W Tompkies 3 

George W Ix)we 2 

Th John Cotton 3 

Henry J Tucker 1 

SjiN Alderson 2 

Th R Ballengee 2 

Miss Mary Martha Foster 3 

Miss Mary Lowry 1 

Miss Eliza A Foster 3 

Newton MNeer 3 

P L Alderson 3 

Wm A. Lowe 2 

Wm L Commack 2 

AlonzoM Hutchison 1 

Rev Henry CTinsley 1 

A A Allen 1 

Chas H Graham 1 

John SMeador 3 

T S Webb 1 

W B Dean 2 

H F Kesler 1 

G B Scott 3 

J H Haynes 2 

Jas H Miller 2 

Christopher H Payne, (colored) 2 

Wm Houchin, Jr 1 

J N Parker 2 

J DMartin 1 



RufusLee Deeds..., 1 

Aiiss Amanda Jane Dequasie 4 

Miss Lucinda Ball , 2 

MissLula llaypooi 2 

Wm R Thompson ^ 1 

George U ashington Ballengee 1 

Missl^annie Holroyd 1 

Chas A Clark 2 

A G PFariey 2 

J J Meador 3 

G W Lilly 4 

Chas V Ashworth ^ 2 

J G Meador 2 

S LiUy. 4 

Joseph Peters 2 

Jas F Akers 3 

Valerius Victor Austin 2 

BF Perkins, (colored) 3 

Robert Commack 3 

Millard F Ballard 2 

Edmund L Dunn 1 

Miss Cornelia Vannerson 3 

Gordan C Hughes 1 

Joseph HHarvey 3 

Miss Eliza Jane Norvell 1 

D C Hundley 3 

J P Maddy 2 

Miss Martha Lis Garven Ellison 2 

Samuel J Ellison 3 

F H Brown, (colored) 4 



TAYLOK COUIS^TY— S. E. Powell, Sup't. 

I am gratified to say our citizens are beginning to realize the fact 
that it is to their interest to educate home teachers, and employ them 
to teach our schools. All the schools in the county, excepting eight, 
were taught by teachers living in the county, and they have with 
few exceptions given general satisfaction. 

Our schools are prosperous and improving each year, and I am sat- 
isfied they will be more prosperous for the next two years, as they 
will be under the supervision of Horace Noyes, a refined gentleman 
and practical scholar, and one who has a love for the work. 

In closing this report, I return my heartfelt thanks to the citizens 
of Taylor County, for their kindness toward me during the past two 
years. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



P II O'Brien 1 

E Bainbridge 2 

M I* Barnard 2 

NelUe Core 2 

S C Nixon 2 

L L Barren 2 

W A Nixon 2 

Steven Stiles 1 

Columbus Ford 1 

L V Robiwm a 

James Cochran 2 

J W Newlon 1 

W CCurry 1 

M M Love 2 

Howard Cather 2 

W L Knotts 2 

EH Wince 2 

H H Thomas H 

J P Murphy 2 

Wm Wo(.d 1 

J 1* Jeffreys 5 

8 W Poe 2 

J F Newcomb 5 

HH McDaniel 3 

OOKincade 2 

tSoIonion Poe 1 

H C Jones 2 

F D Jolly 2 

A Rightmire 1 

N W Newbrough 2 



G W Elder 2 

T W Rightmire ^.. 1 

R F Rightmire „ 1 

J F Mason 1 

R M Morrow , «.. 2 

M F Cather _ 1 

E C Deiuoss « 4 

J G Coplin „ 1 

M J Lawler 2 

Frank Col^rove 1 

G N Glover 1 

B F Burdette 1 

BejaminBaily 1 

Nola Core » 2 

A A Coplin 1 

Willa Grove 2 

M J (Jrove » 2 

J N Wolverton 2 

Helen St. Charles „ ^ 1 

Dora Sinael ^ 

A A Sharps ^^. 

W GLosson „ 1 

V M Wilson 2 

W J King 2 

J G Payne i 

W W Payne l 

(reorce Washington (colored) 8 

FBFordvce 1 

Bruee McD<mald l 

W W Warden 2 



TUCKEE COUNTY— W. B. Maxwell, Sup't 

In submitting this, my second annual report, I have the satisfaction 
of knowing that the same is substantially correct, although there ap- 
pears to be some difference between the columns of receipts and ex- 
penditures as against the balances, yet this arises from the fact that 
the secretaries have counted as balances the amount in the sheriff's 
hands at his settlement with the County Court at the June term, 1877 ; 
whereas at that time there was a large number of orders for naoney 
outstanding, which outstanding orders were reckoned by the secre- 
taries as expenditures. The boards having no means of knowing 
what claims are outstanding, or what paid only as they can get it 
from the office of the clerk of the County Court; the sheriff of this 
county having hitherto wholly neglected to settle with the boards, 
however this will be remedied by the late amendments to the school 
law. 

In my opinion the reports required of secretaries might be made 
less complicated and yet contain all the necessary matter required to 
give proper data &c. Our county imports too many teachers from 
other counties, and oven from other states, when we have more resi- 
dent teachers, it will be better for us. 

All the boards of education, at the beginning of the school year, 
passed orders that they would allow nothing for sweeping and build- 
ing fires, the result was a suit in which the court decided that as the 
boards have general supervision of school matters that such an order 
may be made. While the attendance upon our schools the past year 
has not been as large as might have been wished for, yet it must be 
kept in mind that our county is thinly inhabited and that many of 
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the pupils have to travel three or four miles to get to the nearest 
school house, but regardless of this and other difficulties our people 
have become firmly eudeared to our school system. As a rule there 
appears to be a steady improvement in our teachers year by year. 
AH of which is respectfully submitted. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



S L Stalnaker 1 

Lloyd Hansford 1 

8 N Swisher 1 

Miss Jennie Maxwell 1 

Mrs D A Adams 1 

J P Call 1 

J T Mason 2 

MissS V Garner 2 

Thomas Marsh 2 

James S Poiing 2 

C M Moore.. 2 

Miss Agnes Giimore 2 

Miss Lizzie Purkey 2 

L S Poling 2 

E C Moore 2 

J W Free :.an 2 

J W Lambert 2 



M CFeather 2 

J MShafer 2 

G W Shirk 3 

AHudkin :^ 

J G Digman 3 

Miss M C Purkey 3 

G Y Day 3 

L E Goff. 3 

R FHarris 3 

Chas Skidmore ; 3 

Thomas P Propst 3 

A Y Lambert 3 

Talbott Ferguson 3 

James W Moore 3 

DL Dumire 3 

Miss S C Listen 3 

Miss F L Mason 4 



TYLEK COUNTY— T. N. Parks, Sup% 

I hereby submit the following remarks, together with the usual 
statistical and financial report, as my annual report of the free schools 
in the county of Tyler, for the school year ending August Slst, 1877. 

The county is divided into six districts and sixty-four sub-districts, 
in which we employ sixty-seven teachers. The opening of our schools 
in three districts was considerably delayed and otherwise affected, 
by either au irregularity of the school law, or by an error on the 
part of some of the county officers in their construction and execution 
of the law. According to the law and the directions of the State 
Superintendent, the boards of education of three districts, met and laid 
the district levies required and provided for by law, for their respec- 
tive districts, on the first Monday in September. Prior to this time 
the county assessor had completed his assessment books and returned 
them to the sheriff, and the latter refused to give up the books after 
the levies were made, to have them extended on the books for col- 
lection, and declared his intention not to collect them, unless the 
matter was tested and settled by law. In the meantime teachers re- 
fused to be examined, and trustees in many cases would not employ 
teachers. It was not until about the middle of November, that the 
question was settled by a mandamus agai nst the assessor. We succeeded 
however, in opening all the schools by the first of January, and had 
them taught for the term prescribed by law. 

Our school houses, as a general thing, are comfortable and con- 
venient. As will appear from another part of this report, we have 
in the county, fifty-one frame houses, one brick, eleven log, and one 
not completed. The log houses now in use, will all be replaced by 
frames in a few years — several during the coming year. The seats 
and other furniture, however, are not, in many houses, of the most 
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approved patterns, nor the best that might have been farnistied for 
the money expended ; but this was often the result of not knowing or 
being acquainted with school furniture. Of late our local boards have 
made some valuable improvements in these particulars, especially in 
blackboards. Very beautiful maps have been furnished for 
nearly all the school rooms of the county. Many of the school 
grounds need fencing and other improvements very much. 

During the year, there were employed seventy-one teachers ; sixty- 
seven of this number were employed at the opening of the schools, 
and four where the former teachers closed their schools before the 
expiration of the four months. None were dismissed; sixty-six were 
residents, and five were from Ohio. Fifty-seven were males and 
fourteen females. While we get some good teachers from abroad, I 
think we got better work from the resident teachers. They live 
amongst us, their interests are our interests, they teach in our schools 
year after year, hence become acquainted with our plans, our schools, 
their wants, &c.; and are able to do work more in accordance with 
the interests and demands of the schools than teachers from a distance. 
I think as it is, we change teachers too often ; good teachers 
should be retained as long as their services can be secured. The 
teachers of this county will compare favorably with the teachers of 
most counties of the State. 

1 visited in person all the schools in this county save three. I was 
prevented from visiting them by their being closed when I would 
otherwise have visited them, or by other unavoidable hindrances. 
This work was exceedingly laborious, but to me very pleasant. I 
was pleasantly received by teachers, pupils and parents ; was well 
pleased with the work being done in most schools. Our chief labor 
consisted in suggesting plans for, and aiding in the proper classifying 
and grading the several schools ; also urging upon the people, as far 
as we could reach them, the importance of properly supplying their 
children with the necessary text books, and sending them to school. 

I feel warranted in saying, that the schools of Tyler county are 
constantly improving and growing in usefulness. They are better 
organized, and better taught than at any time in the past. The 
great unanimity with which our people vote for the district levies, 
shows that they have taken fast hold on the affections of the masses, 
showing that free schools are looked upon as a blessing rather than 
as a necessity, and that the desire for popular education is becoming 
daily more general. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



G W McBride 1 

J WBritton 2 

.r RHaught 4 

E McTracy 4 

W FMcKnight 4 

D F Hissom 2 

J A Martin 3 

^188 Frank iSmith 2 

Miss Emma Williams 3 

W G Smith 2 

li A 1 owther 1 

J A Maxwell 3 

I N McKnight 1 

dO Van Camp 3 



AS Qrimm 4 

PK Wilcox 2 

W E Moore 4 

G D S^niith 8 

D C Smith 2 

L ' Travis 2 

A N Fordyee 2 

Joseph Ankrom 8 

J N Bell 8 

WR Mclntire 8 

Miss Ella Sears 2 

Miss Belle Priehard 8 

George Wade 8 

J T btewart 8 



ItEPOBTS OF COXTNTT SUPEBINTENDINTS. 
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Teachers and grades op their certificates — Continued. 



E M Hugus 1 

N W Wells 2 

Miss Mollie Thompson 3 

Miss S A Greenlie 3 

Robert Smith 3 

P B Lowry 1 

Joseph Williams 2 

Miss M E Johnson 4 

W A Smith 2 

W W Patton 2 

I Li Fordyce 2 

Miss C Corbley 3 

<; B Owens 2 

Garl Doak 4 

A ' eekly 4 

MK Duty 3 

W R Smith 2 

G IS Smith ^... 2 

W HGorreU 3 

GA Riggs 2 

R S Taggart 3 

EU Ash 4 



Miss Mattie Morrison 2 

H J Boatman 1 

F M Keller 3 

M W Burgess : 3 

rheodore Covolt 3 

J E Morgan 3 

J W Hickman 1 

Miss Kate Stealy 2 

Mrs AW GorreU 2 

L N Coffield 1 

Moses Pearson 3 

JT A dams 2 

E D Johnson...; 1 

' ; P 'Jalbott 2 

D A McGiunis 2 

\ De Long ., 1 

Mjss Martha Smith 3 

Miss A E Martin 2 

A B Wilson State Certificate. 

J C Warner Examiner. 

A 8 Loveall Normal Diploma. 

Miss LV Joseph " '* 



UPSHUK COUNTY— Chas. R Latham, Sup't. 

(No Written Eeport), 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



George C Allman 1 

V F Taylor 1 

ZLanham 1 

.B BLanham 2 

JohnOOsborn 2 

J EVangilder 2 

*L F Linger 3 

A W Tenney 2 

C N Queen 4 

SFSharps 1 

J V Tenney 1 

CL Brown ^ 1 

*L D Gould :. 2 

M F Cutright 2 

♦SPCutright 3 

David Foe 2 

Pavis Lewis 1 

E A Hamner 1 

GM Curtis „ 2 

JohnC Reese 3 

C L Rohrbough 2 

O A MoBbv 3 

*George W Eskew 4 

Joseph 8 R^er 1 

A J Hathaway 2 

Helena Carter 3 

George W Smith 1 

^Thomas H Hawkins 4 

William F Lister 1 

DN Armstrong 1 

JohnC Abbott 3 

B F P Ours. 1 

WE Talbott 1 

JD Adkison 2 

Joseph R Mathers 1 

RhodaE Gould 1 

GD Westfall 1 

Jennie E Dean 2 

A C Linger 1 

«Belle Moore 3 

I'IdaM Moore 5 

10 



Otho Bunner i 

tThomas H Hawkins 2 

Luke P Brooks i 

L B Lovett 1 

W H Queen : i 

W T Napier i 

Tammazine Gawthrop 3 

Emma M Bartlett 2 

HassettineBartlett 2 

JLauraT Gould i 

Dora E Armstrong 4 

Lizzie Bartlett i 

Delia Carter 3 

MoUie B Hyre 2 

Victoria Fidler 2 

Rosa E McAvoy 2 

*Lydia Morgan 2 

Lyde L McAvoy 1 

GO Helmick i 

F PSexton i 

Mrs EllaM Freeman 1 

Ella Brake 2 

*T OHamner 3 

P D Hannah 2 

Addie E Oark 2 

H B Morgan 

J WKidd : 

JSFultz 

•William T Simmons 

imsy J Grim , 

ohn A Hess 

8 P Cutright 

R Grove 

George W Beer 

fLF Linger 

Alta E Rolph 

William B Lynch 

tBelle Moore ^ 

fida M Moore 

Alice Brown 

fGeorge W Eskew 2 
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TEACHERS AND GBADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES — Ckmtinued, 



Meta Balsley 3 

*Laura Gould 3 

J G Hall ^ 1 

*J8Fultz 2 

♦William T Simmons 3 

Thomas £Hodg(« 1 

R A Darnall 1 

Emmie Perry 1 

M Jennie Totten 1 

Ada M Burr ; 1 



A L Bond 

MrsBR Gould 

J L Gould 

iLD Gould 
Lydia E Morgan... 
Irs Laura A Doyle. 

John P Kelly 

C A Dunnington 

fT AHamner 



'!<Re-examined — first examination. fRe-examined — second examination. 



WAYNE COUNTY— Jos. M. Marcum, Sup't. 

The schools in parts of the county are in a rather inefficient 
dition, owing to the non-attendance of the scholars or pupils, and 
regret to say that much of this is in consequence of the want of int«^{ 
est manifested by the parents. When this state of things exists, it ii! 
very discouraging to the teacher, but 1 shall use my best endeavontil 
awaken an interest in such localities. 

While it is mortifying to report such a state of affairs in certanj 
portions of the county, it is gratifying to myself to be able to report 
a general advancement in the interest manifested in the cause of edtt-j 
cation in the larger portion of our county. 

There is in different portions of the county an awakened intemt 
manifested in the matter of graded schools, that 1 feel it my duty to en- 
courage, as the facts in the case seem to warrant such action on mj 
part under the law. There have been no Teachers Institutes heidai 
yet within the county, consequently I am unable to say what sncoen 
will attend them, but it is my belief that they will be productive d 
much good in advancing the cause of education. I have appointed 
one institute to be held in each township of the county. There aw 
many children within our county whose parents are too indigent, er 
who are orphans, and unable to purchase the requisite school booki^ 
and it is a matter of great regret that 1 am compelled to report that 
the Boards of Education have failed to make such provision as the 
law requires in these cases. In the matter of teachers* wages the 
several districts of the county have made a uniform standard of price, 
and although some reductions have been made, I believe that greater 
satisfaction will prevail in this matter owing to the more prompt 
payment of salaries, which the new law will give to teachers. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



AMLaidly 3 JS Damson 

Carrie L Ramsdell 1 

FMKevser 1 

LM Robinet 4 

L. S Dick 2 

America Mansfield 1 

MaryP Lewis 2 

C F Johnson 2 

C B Hally 1 

K B Furguson 3 

Amon M^omas 2 



_l 

Morgan Baker „.^ 1 

N K Ilanly i 

M V Dickerson ^ J 

8 W Porter _ i 

Lizzie Burke „ J 

ML Shannon ,'.'„ 1 

Sarah Cyrus „.^ 4 

Jos M Marcum i 

Mary V Porter 4 

Mtt Cain 4 



REPORTS OP COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES— Continued. 



C* W Harrison 


3 


ArabellCapley 

Alexander Collins 


1 


- V B Griffith 


2 

1 


1 


W L Mansfield 


Ira Smith 

F M Smith 


3 


■ Liucretia Layis (colored) 


4 

1 

1 


3 


A J Bruce 


Robert Coboum 


1 


- JF Keyser 


J 8 S Porter 


1 


Chas W Harrison 


2 


E 1) Damson 

C J Hazzard 

R G Damson 

Moses Rife ,. 

Robert Ford 

J BFunruson 


3 


■ SarahA Steele 


1 


1 


T^IkkiaRpIIa 


1 


1 


LiCs^ullivan 

- J SSmith 


2 

3 


1 

3 


James Park 


2 


1 


Hugh Willis 


1 


Tilman Adkins 


3 


John Park 


2 


Isaac F Counts 

T H Bucklev 

Cumberland Fry 

HFry 

J B Shepherd 

Chapman Fry 

Emma Wellman 

D K Frasher 

Nannie Hensley 

Lou Hill 

C F Butler 


3 


HF Bailey 


2 


2 


J E MBing 


1 


4 




1 


3 


H H Dean 

Horace Fuller 


1 

1 


2 

2 


^ B JJewman 


1 


1 


; BebeE White 


1 


., 3 


EraGanitt 


1 


3 




1 


3 


> W B Grarritt 


1 

2 


1 




Elizabeth Holt 


3 


J* rank Keyser 


1 


Effie Saver 


2 


W H Loar 


2 


Floyd Counts 

Eliza Harrison 


4 


Sallie Workman 


1 

2 


3 


SSBiM 


G A Williams 

Ross Adkins 


4 


Mary Kelly 


1 

1 


» 2 




CF Johnson 


2 



WEBSTEE COUNTY— N. W. Clifton, Sup't. 

I transmit herewith my annual report of the free schools of Web- 
ster County. I feel that I have made as correct a report as was pos- 
sible for me to make from what information I could obtain. The re- 
ports of the district boards to me have been very imperfect, as the 
sheriff failed to make any settlement with them in time for them to 
make their reports to me. 

Schools have been taught in each district in the county. The 
school system, for the past few years has been laboring under many dis- 
advantages, yet it is beginning to gain the confidence and support of 
many influential citizens who were decidedly opposed to the system 
when first introduced. 

We have paid our teachers, the present year, $1,543.50. The total 
amount expended of the Building Fund, was $353.41. The expenses 
for fuel, sweeping building and making fires, are entirely too much. 
Why could not the teacher and children sweep the rooms and make 
the fires without going to any expense about it? 

In conclusion-^may the public schools continue to prosper, and to 
increase in interest ; and may the time soon come when every child 
shall be found in them, and all enjoy the benefits of the free school 
system, and when we shall have a perfect system of education. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Stewart Bird 4 

T FHosey 4 

WB Stanard 1 

J L Cochrane 3 

N WClifton 1 

A J Salisbury 1 

T J Myers 4 

P JMcGuire 3 

G M Adkison 4 

MrsFV Berry 1 

F B Hosey 4 

J H Scales 1 

P J McGuire 2 

Miss K A Arthur 2 

T J Myers 2 

A W Cogar 2 



J BarUett ^ 8 

Z R Howell ^... S 

Miss K A Arthur 2 

J B Howell „ 8 

W A Arthur ^ 4 

Ellis Coear 4 

AG J Burns 2 

EOFerrel ^ s 

L J Barnett « 5 

Darius Conrad „ i 

Miss Mary Pritt „ 8 

MissM A Hickman.. „ 8 

Miss Alice Thornton l 

W8 Henderson ^ l 

Theodore Horan i 

C H Streed _ ^ l 



WETZEL CO UNTY— Wm. A. Newman, Sup't 

In submitting this, my eighth annual report, I refer with pride to 
the condition of the free schools of this county. The progress that 
has been made in education during the last eight years has filled the 
expectation of all, and our citizens are awake to the necessity of edu- 
cating their children. There was a daily attendance of eighteen hun- 
dred and ninty-nine students in our schools, all attentive to their 
studies. You will see there was spentofthe Teachers' Fund 89,116.64; 
of Building Fund $4,336.00. We are well supplied with good school- 
houses, and our teachers give satisfaction. 

I trust when the youth of this state enter upon the duties of man- 
hood, they will be eminently qualified to discharge them with honor. 
In mingling amon^ the citizens of this county, I have been pleased 
with the interest manifested in education, and hope their children 
have been inspired with a noble desire to advance in knowledge. 

Our schools are in a flourishing condition, and I trust that our 
citizens will continue in their .zeal to perpetuate them; in my inter- 
course with them, I can say with truthful pride that I have never 
met a kinder, nobler and higher minded people, than the citizens of 
Wetzel ; and that their children may become useful ornaments to 
society, is my sincere desire. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



ThosHaakins 1 

Oliver Cook I 

John Lavelle 1 

.Tulia Lavelle 1 

Charles Lavelle 2 

Jamima Robinson 1 

Mary McGuffey 1 

MagcMuhen 1 

Theo Glover 1 

Ella Glover 1 

John Morgan 1 

Ullyses Morgan 1 

John Hibbs 5 

Isaac Crawford 1 

JohnHofer 2 

BB Newman 1 

Jacob Moore j- 1 

May A Green 1 

Jw McXntire... 1 



Rev George 2 

Zillilce 2 

Sam Stout 2 

Zack Stewart 2 

J Brown , 1 

R Roman l 

SGrecnlie 2 

T Hillick 2 

Thos Wilson 2 

Jas Munson 1 

Jas W Munson 2 

SLayhue 2 

Birta Crista 2 

M Peterson 1 

Rebecca Murphey 2 

Lena Bowser 2 

W Bowser 1 

Jesse Tuthman 2 

Spencer Owens ^ 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES — Continued, 



David Mclntire 1 

Elihu raylor 1 

Mary Burros 2 

Ma^e Martin 2 

Bruce Hall 2 

J N Vancamp 1 

— Williams 1 

M Gats 2 

Jas Magee 1 

GK Franks 1 

M Lalley 1 

E Dellaney 1 

Ellis Dellaney 1 

George Loudonslager 2 

Mollie Ebbersaul 1 

Charles Earl 2 



Downa Barger 2 

J Rush 2 

Jesse Morris 1 

WGiblin 2 

John Giblin 2 

Adam Crago 2 

Emma Phillips....^. 2 

Lindsey Mussell...'. 1 

Stephen Carney » 1 

N McEldowney 2 

Maggie Snodgrass 1 

John Myers 4 

Henry Hill 8 

Peter Meger „ 2 

Henry Megs 8 

Robert White 5 



WIET COUNTY— D. C. Casto, Supt. 

The secretaries of the boards of education have all made the re- 
port required of them by law, thus enabling me to make the re- 
port required of me in due form. I have experienced less difficulty this 
year in procuring the data necessary to make my report, than in any 
year since I have been in office. 

The reports of the secretaries of the boards were all substantially 
correct, thus showing that these officers have carefully kept their 
books; the promptness shown in the making of the reports is sufficient 
evidence that they are interested in the discharge of duty. I have had 
the hearty co-operation of school officers during the past year, and am 
glad to be able to say, that we have just closed one of the most suc- 
cessful year's work in the history of free schools in Wirt county. 

The teachers, though deficient in many respects, were alive to the 
importance of their mission, and nearly all of them did good work. 
In but few instances was there any trouble with the patrons of the 
schools, where there was, it in most cases had its origin in a cause 
foreign to the working of the school room. 

You perhaps will be suprised to hear me speak of the deficiencies 
of the teachers, when you see that there have been so many number 
one ceertificates granted. The board of examiners was forced to be 
lenient on account of low wages. In many cases I granted a number 
one certificate, where the applicant came far short of my idea of the 
qualifications of a number one teacher. 

Aside from the position taken by most of the boards on the matter 
of teachers wages, I think that the boards of education in this county 
deserve great praise for the economical management of the finances of 
the districts during the past year. Some of the boards have been 
struggling with a large Building Fund debt, in some cases retarding 
the schools. These debts are gradually being diminished, notwith- 
standing the pressure of the times. Soon we hope to have these 
debts liquidated. 

In no previous year have we secured such a faithful co-operation 
on the part of the people. There could be no better indication of the 
enduring success and prosperity of our schools, than the interest 
taken in them by our best citizens. The almost united vote for the 
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levy argues a healthy state of public sentiment for the schools in 
Wirt county. 

Our school buildings are good; most of them are large and com- 
fortable ; nearly all are frame buildings and are well seated and 
warmed ; but they are all destitute of the appliances necessary for 
the teacher to teach successfully. 

In Burning Springs we have the neatest and most commodious 
school building in this section of the State. It is situated on an 
elevation overlooking the business portion of the village and presents 
a very beautiful appearance. It has four rooms including the library 
room, and is suited to the accommodation of two hundred and twenty- 
five students. This school was kept in operation for eight months 
during the past year with very encouraging results, under the man- 
agement of Professor Elliott Wetzel, of the West Virginia "University. 

We also have situated in the town of Elizabeth, a school, though 
the house is not so comfortable or commodious as it ought to be to 
accommodate the students, yet the school is not wanting in good 
results. In the last four years this school has done much to raise the 
standard of the teachers in the county, as many of them have at some 
time attended the school. This school was kept in operation for 
— — — months during the past year, part of the time under the con- 
trol of Professor A. H. Amrine, of Washington and JeflPerson College, 
Washington, Pa., and part of the time under the control of Professor 
M. K. Lowther of the National Normal School, at Lebanon, Ohio. 

I held three sessions of the Teachers' Institute, each lasting from 
three to five days. I believe that much good was thereby accom- 
plished in systematizing the work of teaching throughout the county. 
There was a general interest manifested by the teachers. I am 
much indebted to Messrs. H. C. Sho waiter and W. E. Hall, members 
of the Board of Examiners, for their valuable assistance in conducting 
these institutes. 

Taking all things into consideration, I believe I am safe in saying 
that we have had longer and better schools for less money than in 
any previous year. In conclusion, I can only hope that our schools 
will continue to grow better, and that the last year is only one of a 
series of successful years. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR GERTIPICATES. 



: David Martin 1 

Martha J Fisher 3 

• Fannie E Brown I 

. EG Franklin 2 

. C V Ruth 2 

, JL Toomey 3 

: 8E Humpries 3 

; James H McCoy .2 

: C C Stewart 3 

, M FStewart 2 

; D A Brown 5 

i ER Ferree 1 

' Ephraim Bee 2 

i' C E Vandevender 1 

1 Webster Butcher 2 

J Addie Remier 2 

; Sarah A Dye 2 

j Dora B Rogers 1 

, G W Stevens 2 



Mrs A Vandevender 

Clumie Rice 

Samuel Showalter 

ZE Thorn 

i S Davis 

Clara S Cripps 

Anna Wara 

Marshall VandaU 

Frank McKim. 

i> E Wetzel 

E 8 Showalter 

O L Rogers 

Lulu M Kendall 

Mary I Thorn 

CE Green 

C J Caldwell 

Rev A C Stewart 

DF Stanton 

Mell Pew 3 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES — Continued, 



MRLowther 1 

Oscar Wells 1 

S F Wells 1 

A H Ararine 1 

Anna Rlttenhonse 1 

D S Fulkreth 1 

Susan Abbott 3 

William Jones 1 

Harriet Welshaus 2 

D N Pruitt 4 



W L Wiles 2 

Nellie V Merriam 1 

Lizzie Windgett 3 

WM Lotterage 1 

William Sharpnack 1 

Anna Showalter 1 

A P Hays 4 

DP Gutherie 2 

Rebecca Seamon 3 



WOOD COUNTY— Samuel T. Stapleton, SupX 

I regret to be compelled to at least seem to be so tardy in a work 
that should be done promptly, and in explanation, I will say, the 
secretaries of the county are not all prompt in handing me the re- 
ports from the various districts in the county. I have some trouble 
in this respect, especially this year, and I think it is owing in some 
degree to the small salaries they receive for their work as secretaries. 
The district of Parkersburg, for instance, does very near as much work 
as all the other districts together, and it is from this district that this 
trouble of mine arises. 

I have the pleasure of securing in a manner a fair report of our 
schools, and I am glad to say, that notwithstanding the many hin- 
drances to contend with, our schools have gone forward with a marked 
degree of energy, resulting in a higher standard of usefulness. I 
cannot, of course, mention any particular school, but will say in gen- 
eral, that the improvement has been marked in all the schools of the 
county. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



EP Metgrave 

DMcMlrster 

A Ross 

A L Smith 

DB Horton 

W M Athey 

LD Creel 

Viola C Shepherd.. 
Demas Bennington 

liCPage 

J WTaggart 

'^V B Lagrange 

J E Fletcher 

J J Lynch 

JC Black 

J J Nelson 

ESCox 

Annie Taylor 

Sarah Ashley 

Helen Spencer 

Mollie Ryan 

Fannie Shaw 

Lizzie Huxley 

Lillie Leavitt 

M Roberts 

Annie Crichton , 

Annie H^vans , 

8 8 Hazen 

AmlyShoost 

Maggie A Stapleton 

AL flollister 

H J Boss 

T JSlatterly 

Brossie Pennybaker. 
OBibb 



WW Robinson 2 

E C Walker 2 

B WBeaty 2 

Annie Hatcher <j 

Addie Gibbs 2 

Susie Simmons 2 

Hattie PDee 2 

EmmaTavonur 2 

Lucy Tavonur 2 

Elizabeth McCreary 2 

Mary *^3 Anderson 2 

Kinnie Smith 2 

Annie Watkins 2 

H C Wigal 2 

L F Kever 2 

RT Sutton 2 

RBSeffins 2 

Benton Clark 2 

RB Mussetter 2 

V W Levett 2 

Charlotte Fankhouser 2 

Emma Hall 2 

Dora Whitlatch 2 

Georeie Pennybaker 2 

MC Whitlatch 2 

Nettie Leachman 2 

Hattie Leachman 2 

Maggie Hughes 2 

Seraph P Wibber 2 

Jennie Briscoe '.. 2 

Mary E Baird , 2 

Gertrude Weminger 2 

W PMann 2 

Thomas Ross 2 

A W Judkins 2 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES^ (WintiecL 



Maggie Anderson 1 

Susanah Anderson 1 

ElvaFredlock 1 

(Jertrude Levitt 1 

MPDabile 1 

Hattie Creel 1 

RT Barber 1 

J CNelson 1 

Hannah Vinton 1 

WBlbbe 1 

A L Martin 1 

Alanson Martin 1 

J Lewis Barber , 1 

David Martin 1 

WH Underwood 1 

E Basin 1 

Q A Young 1 

Annie R Mcintosh 1 

Fannie Bradford 1 

Mary E Berkley 1 

S Bwann 2 

Alice Elery 2 

CJora Green 2 

Lizzie Lake , 2 

WmBurk 2 

M PPrettvman 2 

RossM Clme 2 

P F Wells 2 



V B A mold 

M 8 Black 

Wm McVey.. 

Wesley Newton 

U SjAllerman' 

D B.Gaugroer.. 
Wm R Faggin 
R P Prettyman. 

MoUie Camps 

Alice Nicholson. 

Alice Lee 

Agnes Wineberger. 
A J Bindledecker.... 

A L Dunber 

Darrah Dawson 

B B Evans 



••■••••••••••••••••I 
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A R Shaw... 

Alice Loachman 

J H Buckley 

8 B Posey 

Qeorcfe Johnson 

JTPiMott 

John W Lewis 

M J Fisher 

Kli H Roman 

il?amuel T Forshay. 
Ellen D Walker 
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WYOMING^ COUJSTTY— A. Shannon, Sa'p't. 

There is a growing interest manifested in our public schools, which 
will increase from year to year as the character and scholarship of 
the teachers improve. There was a decided improvement in the 
character of our teachers during the last year. One district voted 
down the levy (Huif' s Creek). I visited nearly all the schools in 
my county, and found them in a prosperous condition. I have de- 
layed my report on account of the secretaries not reporting, and 
when made so imperfect that I cannot make a true report. I have 
corrected a great many mistakes that occurred, to my own knowledge, 
others 1 leave marked X. One district, no report (Huff's Creek). 
Make the best out of it you can, for it is impossible for me to make 
a correct report from the material I have to report from. Notwith- 
standing this, there is a growing spirit manifested among the greater 
part of the citizens of this county, excepting a few men who have 
no children to send to school, and are non-residents of the State, who 
wish to rule the poorer class of people, and have done it to some ex- 
tent. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



James A Gunno 1 

MW Pendry 2 

A J Manning 4 

James M Perry 6 

J D Shumate 2 

Presley Walker 3 

James H Stewart 2 

CrS Canterbury 1 

J 8 Foe 1 

Wm T Sarver 1 

Wm Canterbury 3 

Robert Stewart 3 

F H Farley 4 

J B Toler 5 

E C Wright 2 

WmB Cook. 8 



James H Vines 2 

Lee Chambers 1 

H R Shumate 1 

J B Ellson 1 

Jesse D Shumate 1 

T J Saxte 2 

A J Belche 8 

Jas A Dyle 1 

Wm M Dyle 1 

Lewis C Shrewsbury 1 

Hiram Little 1 

Emanuel Green 4 

J W Lambert 4 

I F Cook 8 

Josiah Cook 8 

Wm J Beverly 8 
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CITY OF MAKTmSBUEG— A. Tegethopp, Sxip't 

In submitting to you this my first annual reportof the schools of the 
Independent District of Martinsburg, it affords me much gratification 
to be able to state, that they are in a fair condition of prosperity. 
The assistant teachers in the various ward schools have during the 
whole term of the scholastic year, manifested great zeal and energy, in 
their schoolroom work and commendable devotion to the vocation. 
In proof hereof. I will mention but one fact, viz : that the final ex- 
aminations conducted by the principals in the rooms of their respec- 
tive assistants, reflected great credit both upon the teachers and 
scholars, so much so, that the visitors present expressed themselves 
highly pleased with the results. 

The pupils in the higher grades of the different ward schools, and 
under the immediate charge of the ward school principals, were ex- 
amined by myself for promotion to the grammar school, and I regret, 
that I am compelled to say, that in some instances I found them not 
sufficiently advanced for promotion. This failure I attribute partly 
to the respective principals, not faithfully adhering to the course of 
study placed before them, partly to the fact, that the course of study 
had been raised at the beginning of the year. 

In the grammar school, two examinations were held shortly before 
the close of the session, a private and a public one. The private ex- 
amination was for. promotion and all but two passed. The public ex- 
amination was oral throughout, lasted two days and gave entire 
satisfaction. The course of study in this department embraces English 
grammar, composition, reading, spelling, arithmetic, algebra, geome- 
try, modern and ancient history, physical geography, natural phil- 
osophy, astronomy, book-keeping, German and Latin. Of course 
some of these studies are optional with the student. 

Our colored school is in a good and prosperous condition and is 
conducted by two able teachers, both graduates of Storer College, 
Har])er'8 Ferry, W, Ya. 

Although I feel justified in asserting, that the public schools of 
Martinsburg in general progress, standard of learning, etc., fairly 
compete with the best schools of the kind in the State, yet they will 
never fully accomplish the object, for which they were instituted as 
long as the lack of appreciation of the value of an education is so 
universal with parents. That education with a large number of par- 
ents is nothing more, than a secondary consideration, is evident from 
the fact, that their children are allowed, only to attend school when 
they are of no use at home. 

Greatly encouraged however, were the teachers and scholars, by the 
many and distinguished visits they were favored with during the 
course of the year. The city council headed by his Honor the May- 
or, devoted several days to visiting the schools; the Board of Educa- 
tion in a body, and individually frequented, our schools quite often, 
and the president of the board devoted a whole month to public 
school visits and spent occasionally a whole day in one school-room. 

In conclusion I will state, that we have held nine monthly teachers' 
meetings in compliance with the law, and fifteen extra educational 
meetings, in all of which the teachers, with the exception of three 

17 
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took an earnest and a lively interest. I also take great pleasure in re- 
porting, that the Educational Association of West Virginia, favored ns 
by bolding in the month of August their annnal session in onrtown, 
the full proceedings of which may be found m "Minnies of the Mar- 
tinsburg meeting of the Educational Association, etc" pabliahed ia 
pamphlet form, by the executive committee. 



AMD GEADE8 OF THEIE CEETIFIOATEB. 
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WHEELING CITY— John C. Hbevet, SupX 

In sabmitting the annual statement of the public schools of Wheel- 
ing, for the year ending August 31, 1877, permit me, in addition to 
the usual statistical report, to call attention more in detail to some 
features peculiar to our work. 

The following table shows the total enrollment, monthly average 
attendance, daily average attendance, number of teachers, number of 
pupils per teacher, percent of attendance, teachers' salaries, and coat 
per pupil for ten months tuition in each school of the district of 
Wheeling. 
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Evening schools were kept open for the four months of November, 
December, January and February, with an aggregate enrollment as 
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follows, viz : Washington 122, Madison 25, Clay 118, Union 121, 
Webster 146, Ritchie 71, and Colored 75; total 678. 

The Average monthly attendance was 478. Cost ' of instruction 
for the term was $1,960.08. Cost of instruction for each pupil per 
month was $1.02J. Adding the above enrollment of 678 in the even- 
ing schools, to the 4,719 enrolled in the day schools, it gives us a 
total enrollment in the schools of the district, for the year, of 5,397. 

The population, enumeration of youth, and enrollment in the sev- 
eral sub-districts, are as follows : 



SUB-DiSTRICTS. 



Washington. 

Madison 

Clay 

Union 

Center 

Webster 

Ritchie 

€olored 



Totals .. 



Popula- 


Enumera- 


tion. 


tion. 


3,754 


1,344 


2,366 


732 


6,092 


2,119 


4,847 


1,753 


2,896 


1,015 


4,533 


1,496 


3,782 


1,217 






28,270 


9,676 



Enroll- 
ment. 



764 
486 
853 
889 
462 
874 
877 
192 



5,397 



The above enrollment includes both day and evening schools. 



German was taught by special teachers in each of the graded 
white schools, making in, all seven German schools taught by six 
teachers: Washington and Madison being united under one teacher. 

Seventeen teachers were employed in the evening schools, viz : in 
Washington 3, Madison 1, Clay 3, Union 3, Webster 3, Kitchie2, Col- 
ored 2. The following is a summary of regular teachers employed : 

Day Schools, English department 82 

Day Schools, German department 6 

Evening Sohools, English department 17 

Total 105 

Our teachers' association meets regularly every month, on the Fri- 
day evening preceding the second Saturday of the month. Select 
readings, essays, lectures and discussions, constitute the regular 
exerecises. 

As we have ten months of school, this gives us ten regular meet- 
ings of the association. Our schools are in excellent condition. 
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Teachers Employed, and their Positions in the Schools of Wheeling for the 

Year Ending Aug. 31s<, 1877. 



NAMES. 


• 

1 

e 
1 


POSITION. 


NAMES. 


• 

1 

1 
2 

1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 


POfUTiosr. 


WASHINGTON. 

Mr. Z G Bundy 


Princii>al. 


CENTRR. 

Mr H C Shebherd 


Principal. 
Assistant. 


Miss TdaTvfson 


2' Assistant. 


Miss Sadie St«mt 


Af^ncs • cLure 

Alice V Oxtoby 

Sallie Ur>bin8on 

Tillio McDonald 


1 
1 

1 
2 


Division A. 
A. 
" B. 
" B. 
" C. 
" C. 
" C. 
" D. 
D. 
" D. 

Principal. 


Cornelia Hamilton.... 
Annie Moran 


Division A. 
" B. 


Bella V Godfrey 

Minnie S Black 


" B. 
" C. 


Annie A Johnson.... 1 


Annie W Boyd 


*« D. 


Marv E Phipps 

Ada'B Greer 


1 
1 
1 
2 
1 


Jennie Patterson 

WEBSTKR. 

Mr Samuel Boyd 


D. 


Mary Arbutbiiot 

Idas Jones .7. 

Emma J Ellifrltz.... 


Principal. 


MADISON. 

Mr A M Stevenson' 


1 


Miss Martha Harper 

Mary J Morrison 

Sue E Crumbacker.... 
M EC Lope 


Assistant. 
Division A. 

*' A. 

*' B. 


Miss Evil Rice 


2 Assistant. 


Ida M Richards 


" B. 


Julia M Wiley 




Division A. 
" B. 
" C. 
" C. 
" D. 
" D. 

Principal. 
Assistant. 

Division A. 
" A. 

B. 
" B. 
" C. 

C. 
" C. 
" D. 
" D. 
" D. 
" D. 

Principal. 
Assistant. ' 
Diyision A. 
A. 

" B. 

" B. 

" C. 

" C. 

" c. 

'« D. 
" D. 
" D. 
" D. 
D. 


Dora Clohan 


" C. 


Eliza McKelvev 

Enimu S Snowden 


Lizzie Cluhan 


*' C. 


Ijizzie Cross 


*' D. 


Adah .Mc.lvment 


Kate Todd 


" D. 


Mir.ta Foste'r 


Tillie Sutherland 

RITCHIE. 

Mr H N Mertz 


" D. 


Hannah M Nicoll 

CLAY. 


Principal. 
Assistant. 


Miss S JMeholini 


Miss Josephine A Greenlee 
Marv Baron 


Alaircie Daves 


11 


Emma J Stephens.... 


Mrs Josie F Rose 


Division A. 


Mary A Davies 


Miss Kmnia S Anderson... 
Sarah A Siott. 


" A. 


Marv E Jefters 


" B. 


Maitie Stout 


L Decie Hamilton 

Ella J Stephens 

Sarah MuKinley 

Ida Trnutman 


" B. 


Maiy A Bailie 


" C. 


3ane McCulloeb 

Mrs Miriam Dei^n 


" C. 
" 0. 


Miss Lizzie M Swift 


Annie E Keoves 

Sarah L Callcndine... 
Ella J N<oore 


•' D. 


Lizzie McKennon 

Annie E Greer 


" D. 
" D. 


Joanna B C harnock... 


Bella Kain 


« D. 


Mrs Maggie Griffith 


COLORED. 

Mr W F (Raskins 




UNION. 


Principal. 
Assistant. 


Mr James F Snowden 

Miss Ella Dillon 


Miss Harriet E Carter 

GERMAN. 

Mr C A Scnaefer 


Annie Ewing 




Adah Dillon 




Annie Jeflfers 


1 PrindDal. 


Lizzie Downs 


H G Hertwie 


1 
1 

1 
2 
2 


Assistant. 


Lucinda Sims 


Mrs Helena Gelink 


(• 


Maria Eliingham 

Soithia Davis 


Miss Mary A D Hingell... 
Mary Arbenx 


<< 


>i Lou VIcCulloch 

Amy Chapline 


Lina Zimmeiman 


(1 


Mary Robinson 




Ella Updegratt 

Carrie Adams 
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SYKNTNG SCHOOLS. 



NAMES. 


1 

O 

1 
2 
2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 


POSITION. 


NAMES. 


• 

1 


POSITION. 


FIBST WARD. 

Mr L Smith 


Principal. 
Assistant. 

Principal. 

Principal. 
Assistaiit. 

Prindpal. 
Assistant. 


SIXTH WARD. 

Mr Dennnis O'Keele 

lOss Mary Huehes 


1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Principal. 


Miss Mftllift Fronds 


Assistant. 


Tillie Partington 

SEVENTH WARD. 

MrSW Boyd 


Affnes Dillon 


« 


EIGHTH WARD. 

Mr J H Cook 


Prindpal. 




MissBellaKain 


Assistant. 


TniRO WARD. 

Mr B H Poffue. 


COLORED. 

Mr W P Gaskins. 




Miss Kelly Johnson 


Principal. 


Joanna Charnock 


Miss H E Carter 


Assistant. 


irOXJRTH WARD. 

Mr H BFersuson 




f 


Miffi C&i*i^<^ Adanift,,., .,..,,. 




Cornelia Downs 
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FIFTEENTH ANNUAL KEPOBT 

OF THE 

STATE SUPEKIIITENDENT OF FREE SCHOOL 

STATE OF WEST VIEGTNIA. 



FIFTEENTH 




AL REPORT. 



STATE OF WEST VTEGTNIA, 

Department of Free Schools, 

January 1, 1879. 

To His Excellency, H. M. Mathews, 

Governor of the State of West Virginia : 

Sir: — I have tho honor to make to you the fifteenth annual report 
of the department of Free Schools, presenting the operations of the 
common schools for the year ending August 31st, 1878. It is com- 
piled, with great care, from the reports required by law, to be made 
to me by the County Superintendents of the respective counties of 
the State ; but is, of course, affected to some degree by the defects, 
and incompleteness of those reports. It is gratifying, however, to 
state that the reports of the County Superintendents for the year of 
which I make this report have been unusually free trom errors, and 
in all respects, much more satisfactory, than in any former year in 
the history of our Free Schools. This is a gratifying fact, because but 
few things contribute more to the satisfaction of the tax-payer, than 
the assurance that the levy laid upon him for the support of our Free 
School system, is honestly and faithfully managed and expended. 
This he can know only from the reports, statistical and financial, 
which are published from this department. 

Every county in the State, has this year, furnished a report, and 
from these I submit to you the following summary for the school 
year ending August Slst, 1878, and comparison of the same with that 
of tho year ending August 31st, 1877. 

Summary for the School Year Ending August 31, 1878. . 

SCHOOL organization. 

Krnnber of school districts A 882 

Number of sub-districts , 3,227 

Knmberof district school commissioners ;. '1,056 

Number of secretaries of boards of education 352 

Number of trustees - '^^^^^ 

Number of aty and county superintendendentB 



I 
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Summary of School Statistics for the School Year Ending August 31^ 
1878, Compared with those for the School Year Bnding August 31, 
1877. 

Number of teachers granted certificates, 1878 8,972 

Number of teachers granted certificates, 1877 8,794 

Increaac 178 

Numlter of teachers employed, 1878 8,747 

X^ Ulll DoT Ol CvHGOw^Q employ dJi, XO i #■•• ^v*********************.^**** ••^•^•■••^■••^••■•■te* •••«■••••••••••••• ••««•« 9«fOV 

Decrease.. y v..... ....'.,..... ..«.wr ^../..-.j 42 

Numt)er of male toachprn employed, 1878 2,833 

Nomberof mole teachers employed, 1877 ■ 2,818 

Increase '. 4 

Number of female teachers employed, 1878 925 

Number of female teachera employed, 1877....' -. '.'.'.... 971 

Decreitsd ^...! ....v ; 46 

Number of Months Taught. 

By male teachers, 1878 - ..r « 11^860 

By male teachers, 1877 .' '. 10,990 

Increase » 410 

By female teachers, 1878 4,518 

By female teachers, 1877 ^.. " 4,909 

Decrease i. 1 JWl 

Total number of months taught, 1878 ^ ; ^ I<%8f8 

Total number of months taught, 1877...;...... '. 15,869 

Increase '. 19 

.Average number of months taught, 1878 » » ' 4.38 

Average number of months taught, 1877 » - " 4.13 

s Increase » - • .'# 

Children in the State between 6 and21 years of age, 1878 201,237 

Children in theStatc between 6 and 21 years of age, 1877 193^06 

Increase .■..: - *. 8^681 

Attended school during the year, 1878..." .., '' 130,184 

Attended school during the year, 1877..<.^ .'. ^. , :.... • 135,382 

Increase '■ 4.8!^ 

ATerage daily attendance of males, 1878 J..... • 47,476 

Average daily attendance of males, 1877 «.., ^ . 45,2(G 

Increase 2,274 

Average daily attendance of females, 1878 38,508 

Average daily attendance of females, 1877 .^......<.r..^ 38,227 

Increase. ' - 'TlfX 

General average attendance, 1878 »..*..% .> ^768 

.General average attendance, 1877 ,....., , *....' ;.... .83*440 

' Increase '. : 3,^ 
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General nverage ageof papila, 1878 «...^ .% '. r ... 11.06 . 

C^eneral average age of pupils, 1877 ;.. 11J2 

Decrease ^ , ■ .07 

Whole number of schools, 1878 3,ill 

Whole number of sphools, 1877 « 8,te(J 

Increase * 121 

Comqion schools, 1878 „ 8,419 

Common schools, 1877 ., ......v.. *i320 

Increase , - 99 

Graded schools, 1878 ....;..... , . • 82 

Graded seJiooLs, 1877 » 65 

Increuse , . 17 

High schools, 1878...,., ,..,.« ^.»»v^... - 10 

High schools, 1877....... !. • • ... -6 

increase.. ^ «. ''S 

School Houses. 

Frame, 1878 ^.« „ «.„ . 1,908 

Frame, 187?!: '. 1,829 

Increase 76 

Stone, 1878 *..... - 11 

Stone, 1877.... :.... „ 7 

I f 

Increase. ; ; ' 4 

Britik, 1878 ' 89 

Brick, 1877 84 

Increase 6 

Log, 1878 , 1,292 

Log, 1877 1,296 

Decrease #•« 4 

Whole number of school houses, 1878 8.297 

Whole number of school houses, 1877 8,216 

Increase ,., ? , ^X 

Number built during the year 1878 81 

Number built' during the year 1877 126 

Decrease ^ 

Number commenced but not completed, 1878 10 

Number commenced but notcompleted, 1877 ^ 

Decrease 82 

Valueof school grounds, 1878 *... fl«2,701 60 

Value oi school grounds, 1877 1T8,811 28 

Decrease ! 16>109 68 

Value of school houses, 1878,.,. .,t.... • ^ -....,.,..'.. l|421,Mi 88 

Value of school houses, 1877 ~ .; I,?t46,^t46 99 

l)Qerease • 24,504 61 
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.... .. 

Value of furniture, 1878. „ ■ «L,iM 1* 

Yalueof furniture, 1877...^.. ^ „ 80,896 U 

Increase 10,961 95 

Value of Ubrarles, 1878 « 716 80 

Value of Ubrarles, 1877 1,198 1M> 

- Decrease , « «... 476 60 

Valueof apparatus, 1878 11,700 24 

Value of apparatus, 1877 7,821 66 

Increase • 8,878 68 

Total value of school property, 1878 1,688,849 21 

Total Talne of school property, 1877 1,714,090 97 

Decrease 26,250 76 

This "decrease in the total value" of school property is only a different rate of ettimoHng the' 
worth of the property. There has been an increase in the number of school houses, the amount of 
school land, of school furniture, apparatus, and, of coiuse, an increase in the absolute value of school 
property. 

Receipts for the Year Ending August 31s^, 1878, Cow/pared with those 

for the Year Ending August 31st, 1877. 

Krom state School Fund, 1878 196,188 75 

From State School Fund, 1877 „.. 192,096 48 

- Increase. 8,087 33 

From district levies for Teachers' Fund, 1878 849,806 48 

From district levies for Teachers' Fund, 1877 850,412 72 

Decrease 1,106 24 

From Peabody Fund, 1878 4,250 00 

From Peabody Fund, 1877 - 6,110 00 

Decrease 1,860 00 

From othersources for.Teachers' Fund,'1878 '. 22,266 42 

From other sources for'Teachers' Fund,.1877 - 22,704 54 

Decrease 448 12 

Total receipts for Teachers' Fund, including balance'on hand at b^inning of school year 

1878 684,861 56 

Same for 1877 666,559 22 

Decrease „ 21,197 67 

From levy for BuildingFund, 1878 -. 189,077 87 

From levy for Building Fund, 1877 201,751 70 

Decrease 12,674 88 

From othersources for Building l-Mnd, 1878 18,989 00 

From other sources for Building Fund, 1877 7,191 06 

Increase « n,7d7 97 

Total receipts from all sources fer the Building Fund, including balance on hand at the 

beginning of the school year, 1878 S!»S? H 

Same for 1877..... 265,281 96.. 

Decrease .....m W|WI 9$ 
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Total reccip'.s from all sources for thoTcaclnrs' and Building I'unds, including amount 

on hail I ut tlio beginuin.; of iho s^cliuol year, 1S78 870,9^1 69 

Same for 1877 921,307 10 

Decre.iso 50,165 41 

This *' Docrc.isj U tho iv.s ilt of diiiiinishod oxpondituro for school hou8?a, and general economy 
in tho inana-^emoiit. Tiicre lias bjca an actuil iucivaso in the numbei' of pupils taught, and tho 
time fur which tho scliooli hnvo b:en ontinuod. 

Expenditures for the Yactr J'Jndlnj Awjuiit 3l6'^, 1878, Compared xcith 
those for Year Eaduuj AiKjust SUty 1877. 

Salaries p.iid to nulc toaclicrs, 1878 8 3o:{,897 19 

Salaries p.iid to mule teiuhers, 1S77 372,437 89 

Dcirease 18,510 70 

Salaries rail to female tiM'-h!:rs, ISTS 150,757 53 

Salari'-s p.iid to fcm.ile tea. hers, 1877 160,835 43 

Docrcas? 16,077 90 

Total amount piid len'-hors for year 1878 501,704 61 

Total amount pjid teachers for yor.r 1S77 539,*273 32 

Decrease 37,563 71 

Arcrago s.ilaiics white male tc"chcis, 1878 29 51 

Average salaries vvhite male teacheis, l!)77 37 70 

Decrease 8 16 

Average sal Jirici white fomal'; ler.rhor.s, 1378 26 19 

Average salaries white fern ilo tcaiheis, 1^77 29 22 

Decrease 3 03 

Average salaries colored male tc.ichcrs, 1878 26 85 

Average s^Iaiiei colored male teachorj, 1877 30 00 

DecroasD 3 15 

Average sahn-ics colored fomalo teachers, l'^7.^ 23 30 

Average salaries C'jlorcd female toachtrs, 1877 28 51 

Decrease 5 15 



General average salary, 1878 28 97 

General average salary, 1877 31 36 



Decrease 2 39 



Expenditures from the Building Fund. 

Amount paid for land, 1878 8 3.9S1 29 

Amount paid f jr land, 1S77 10,147 77 

Decrease 2 0,166 43 

Amount paid for building scliod houses, 1878 ol,652 19 

Amount paid for builJing school hous:s, 1877 86,095 12 

Dearease 34,443 93 

Amount paid for rent of school housrs, 1878 21^)1 '74 

Amount paid foi rent of school houses, ls77 2,342 02 

lucreaso , « 'SSSi.'v*^ 

2 
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Amount ptld for riJMilzs, 1878 ^ 20,672 67 

Amount paid for reptdin, 1877 19,980 88 

Increase 1,091 71 

Amount paid for fuel, 1878 26,699 65 

Amount paid for fuel, 1877 26,460 18 

Inci-ease 219 12 

Amount paid for furniture, 1878 6,882 71 

Amount paid for furniture, 1877 4,855 81 

Increase 2,626 90 

Amount paid for apparatus, 1878 - 2,093 14 

Amount puid for apparatus, 1877 2,281 04 

Decrease 187 90 

Amount paid for interest, 1878 4,082 12 

Amount paid for interest, 1877 C,559 18 

Dcortasc 2,477 06 

Amount commissions paid for collecting, 1S78 l?,1l-2 91 

Ani{ uiil commissions paid for eliciting, IvSTV 12.IH2 52 

Incrras? 60 39 

Amount pnitl for cnumtratiou of youth, 1378 3.R39 04 

Amount puid for onumoratiou uf youtli, 1»77 3,G9'J 45 

Iiicrc^so lo-j 59 

Amount piiil for making firos and yTOf^piiT.; b-ii i . -;. ! <'. ; 12.10o R9 

Amount piiitl f;)r making (Ires and sveeidnj^ bu!. L-. . -. l-;; I'.'.OtC 5i 

Incro:so 1,133 fc7 

Amount paid .=>.'cretarics of IJoards of Kducntlon, 187^ M Cn:» 52 

Amount paid Secretaries of Boanis of lull. cation, 1377 i>.7J>7 »*8 

Docroase 1,1 :l: 3G 

Amount paid for contingsncies, 1878 1G..07G -13 

Anioutit paid for contingencltis, 1877 iv.-'-.'j (>2 

Docrca?e 27t; 19 

Total expenditures from the Building Knnd, f.-)»- r.il piT;:-^*- .3, yr.-i • l.-vs 1-0,113 70 

Total cxpen-iituros from tlui Building Fund, iomll pur].) -.s/yeyr ;.•./.' 2.iL».740 50 

Decrease ^.d/ym tO 

Totil expr,nditure3 from Te.iohers' and Building I'^und fn- y:\ir ;.S7^: fiSl.SlS 31 

Total expaiiditures from Teacher'dand Building Fu.ivl l.n- y\ fjv l.j7T 77U,(i3S 1-6 

Decrease «:,840 55 

Balance rep:)rtod on hand, for year ending Augu:-t3i, 187;? 140, '"VO^ 46 

Balance reportol (»n h md, for year eiiding Aiignst-i, 1877 160,122 85 

Decrease 11,029 39 

Average District Levy on §100 Valuation of JVupcrU/, 1878 and 1877 

Compared. 

For Teachers' Fund, 1878 2C 20 cents 

For Teachers' Fund, 1877 o0.40 cents 

Decrease 4.20 cents 
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For Building Fond, 1878 14.30 cents 

For BuildlDR Fund, 1877 , ^ 20.80 cents 

I>ecreaso 6,00 cents 

Cost of Education per Pupil, 

C">3^. f"^v tuiMon for yir <'^ ■>.''!! jr Air;u<t :*I, 1S7-, based on the nnemeration ** ^ 49 

Cjstf >r tuition lor yenr cn.lir.g A!v;us[ "»1, 1S77, based on the enumeration ' 2 77 



Dpctlmsu .28 

Cost for tuition for yrar otjcllnfr An-; :<i* :il, 1S7?, based on thenumber reported attending 
Kuh'jol 



O ' 



5 

Cosr f )r tuition, f > • yoav onfli'i j An,M;:i :)!, li'77, bisM on the number reported attending 

school 4 30 



D:crrrs? „ .45 

Costp T pnOil. for nil p.nposf-s, Icr y.M'- (Miding Aucrust 31, 1M78. ba^edon the number re- 

portc'il i;) iluily .".veras^o ain-.i-l.i')' v- p '.8 

Cost p?r pioil, j'«r :I1 nurp' -^-^s, i'>v y.-nr ( U'Wiv^t, August 31, 1877, based on the numberre- 

p>rtj.l ill Itlly av.r.ago altonUanci- .- 7 66 



D.'C eas3 1 88 

Cost p.-T pv.pil for a'l pi;rpr:.-?.'s fi v U7*^, )>rip?fl on the number reported atteiiding school... 5 23 

Cost per I um:1 I'.r all j uvf ..,:■;?? f )/ l.-To, b ise-l on tho number reported attending school... 6 14 



DorroasG .91 

Amount rr^c^ivd durin;; tlic yiT \^1-. ♦'••r -.ll puvposes, for each youth in the Stat», be- 

twjjon t'l-* ?.:;ei of r, um\ '1\ yx..\T?., :i^ r-numorat'd .' 4 18 

Annu'i* le'.' ivod duilnu lli.' i 1 , f"r all ]»urposf?s, for each youth in the State, be- 
tween th.^ uL^ea '.'f li uu'I . y..:'.i-s. Sv'nUinc*;at».Ki 4 72 



DiCH'aso .64 

Amount expnn lo I dti •■jjth'^ yonr is;?, f.ir nil purposes fi^r each youth in the State, be- 

t\Vi<'>n th*^ f.^cs ()t6 :'.iul21 yo:i:s, :>s niurvj/mtid 3 33 

Am'>'ii'.t oxp^!!d:!l dnrn;.^ tb' yf"- •••77, for all pnrpo.-Ts, for each youth In ihe'State, be- 

t'.Vv'on tiie'.ucsof G nud '.'1 year-., n-< Giiumoratcd 3 28 



In?r p.s? .C5 

Cost p T p «T)i!. p"r 111 tntli, f ;r -ill purpr^o.-s, f.-r 1S78, base^l upon the number reported 

utfyii.nMJs.h.tnl 2 20 

Cost p.v p:i»il. p^r month, f..r i'll piiri- 5 s. f'.r 1377, based ujwn the numl)er reported 

at:ciii:lings^iiuoi 1 26 



[ncreasf 95 

RecapituUtioii of '!ui r-'>rr.il Statement for the School Year ending 

August ?Ast, 1878. 

Total . — ' ' ■" I".—' ■ ' frf m all s'nirc-s-, duniT^ ihn year 1878, in'Iuding balance on hand at 

bc;inuin3 0's'.ho;>l yo r, 1S7.> S 812,518 66 

Total nssjts rojixted fro'ii all -^niirr os J^i^ins ^'ic year 1877, including balance on hand at 

bL'^inuins o: school y ar, 1577 921,307 10 

Dc:reuS3 78,488 45 

Total reported disbursements of l)'^!!! funds during year ending August 31, 1878..... 681,818 51 

Total reported disbursements of both funds during year ending August 31, 1877 770,658 86 

Decrease ~ 88,840 66 

Reported balance on hand of both funds, 1573 149,093 46 

Reported balance on hand of both funds, 1877 160,122 85 

Decrease ~ 11,029 39 

Tho details from which the general results have been computed, 
will he found in tho several Tables here o affixed; and I refer you to 
them for much information that is valuable and encouraging to the 
friends of Free Schools. A few things, I deem it due to this public 
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intoropt, to cull to your ospcciftl notice, iind tbrough yon, to the con- 
Kidcration of the Lcgislaluro. 

OL'K SCncOL LAWS. 

Tlioiiirli ihorc arc Fomo ohjoctions occasionally made to our School 
Law. it is ronccuod hy ciiiiT:cnt IvliKntors in otlicr parts of the 
I'll ion, to \:r Olio of tlic host, talcoii as a wliolo, that has been adopted 
in any Strilu. Still, t*x]ioricn(c has (lovclopod somo defects which it 
will h'v* v.'iso tosujjply. and a few rnnbiirnitits. that Giii|:ht to be remov- 
ed. To .^onic of these, allow nie to call vour attention. 

REMf»VAL OP OiriCERS. 

It will nnavoidably happen in every system, as extensive and com- 
plex as oiiy Pnhiie Scho<»ls. that inconipeter.t and nnfailhful persons 
will ■ soiiictiivies ho appointed to its service, and there ought to bo 
some yirovision for their removal. TJiit tliere is no such provision in 
onr Srhool Law, for several of its inoro important offices. The Trus- 
tees or the Board of Kdncation ?nay remove a teacher, and the Trus- 
tees may exclude, for certain re.isons, scholars fVom the schools, but 
there is nf» ]H)wer to remove a member of the Board of Education* a 
Secretary, or County Sinx^.-intendint. Exj'yerience has demonstrated 
this to ue an injiirions omission in the Law; and J snggest the wis- 
dom of an amenuinent.providinir for such removal, b\' such authority, 
anfl for sr.ch causes, as the Le,£;islatiire may deem it wise to j^rcscribe. 
Hahitnid intemperance ; <rross immorality; abuse of official power; 
or dama.uin.tij nesilect. or violation of prescribed duties ought to bo 
Rufficio't canso for the removal of any <.f tlie ofTicers named. The 
power to remove a Secretary might bo safely filven tolho Board of 
Education for his district; that to remove a n.ember of a Board of 
Education, to the President c^f the Bv^ards of Enucation of the several 
districts of the county, subject to the ap|)roval of the (bounty Super- 
intendent, and that to remove a County Su})eri:>tenden-t. to the same 
President, subject to the approval of tlie Slate Superintendent. There 
ccuild scarcely be a ])ossibility of harsh or u-iJMSt action under a pow- 
er so graded; aud experience has proved tliat tliere Iiavo been cases 
in which the best interests oft ho Schools have sufi'cred for the want of 
its exercise. 

CONFLICT 01'^ AliTIIOlUTY. 

The Law (sec. 13), makes it the duty of the Trustees to appoint 
the teachers of their respective schools, but requiies the co nt tracts lo 
bo a])])rovcd l\y the Board of Education ; and ]U'ovides, also, (sec. 12), 
that the said Trustees shall be under thesupervision and control of tho 
said Board. In a number of instances the Boards of Education havo 
not only i-efused to approve contracts made with teacher*^ by Trustees, 
but have assumed to appoint the teachers themselves. 

Again: Tho Trustees are required, (sef. 15), to t.iko charge of tho 
Kchocd houses, and arc forbidden, savo wilii tho consent of tho Board 
of Education of the District, to 'fallow said houses to ho used for any 
other than school purposes ; except for religious meetings and Sunday 
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Schools." Bat in some instances, a Board of Education, or a member 
thereof, has assumed the right of allowing the school-houses to be used 
for other purposes than those designated by the Law, and against the 
decision of the Trustees, who are made immediately responsible for 
the care of both the houses and their furniture. 

Again : The Law, (Sec. 30), makes it the duty of County Super- 
intendents to organize and conduct County or District Institutes ; and 
requires the teachers to attend the same for eight days in the year. 
But Boards of Education are sometimes unfriendly to these Institutes, 
and will not contract with teachers unless they will agree to carry on 
their schools, when once begun, continuously, regardless of the fact 
whether an Institute is held duringtho term of the school or not; and 
fio the purpose of the Jjaw is hindered. These and other similar con- 
flicts ot authority have arisen, and though they are seemingly small 
matters, they interfere injuriously with the harmonious operation of 
our school system, and are worthy of a more definite expression in 
the Law. 

EXAMINATIONS AND TEACHERS' CERTIFICATES. 

But few things tend more to keep up and advance the standard of 
qualification in teachers than frequent and well conducted examina- 
tions. The provision of the law. establishing County Boards of Exam- 
iners, and requiring all teachers who do not. hold -'Normal Diplomas" 
or *'Professionol Certificates," to be examined annually, has, in this re- 
spect, worked well. We suggest, however, that the grades of certifi- 
cates given by the County Boards of Examiners, which now extend 
to five bo reduced to three] that grade No. 1 shall be given to teachers 
who answer correctly 87 per cent, of the questions; grade No. 2 to 
those who answer correctly 77 per cent.; and grade No. 3 to those 
who answer correctly 67 per cent., and that no teacher be licensed to 
teach in any county of the State whose standing is below grade No. 3. 
License, however, should be given to the County Board to allow a 
per cent, in no case to exceed ten, extra of that given on the exami- 
tion, in consideration of known aptness to teach and an established 
reputation for intelligence, character and success in the profession. I 
attach particular importance to this point, since nothing is more 
clearly established by observation and experience than the fact that 
the quality of a teacher can not be justly determined by his ability to 
answer questions at an examination. Persons who obtain and de- 
serve the highest grades on examinations, not unfrequently prove 
utter failures in the practical work of the school room. 

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATES. 

The law (Sec. 29) establishes a **State Board of Examiners," com- 
posed of the State Superintendent and two professional teachers, to 
• be appointed by the Governor, with power to grant Professional Cer- 
tificates that shall entitle the holders thereof to be legally admitted to 
the profession of teacher throughout the State of West Virginia for 
life. The present members of this Board found a good deal of preju- 
dice existing against certificates of this kind, and a disposition on the 
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part of District Boards of Education to disparage the in below the 
rank ol No. 1 county certificates. The law prescribes no defiuitc rules 
for the direction ot this State Board, in conducting tI)c^se examina- 
tions, and it is probable from the vcr}' general complaint that these 
Profcftr-ional Certificate's have, in many cases, been ir ran ted to persons 
in many respects unworthy of them. The ])roscnt Board have, there- 
fore, attcin])tc(l to ]»rovide ii«;;:iinst furtlRT ohjeciioii to this provision 
of ilic law hy adoptini^ lor tiicir own rcgi!]jiti(;n a method of oonduf't- 
ing examinations, nud a grad*^ of schohirsiiij) for Profes.sio::al Certifi- 
cates, whit.'h will preclude the future admission into ti'.Is rank ot aiiy 
but teachers of unquestioned scholarship, aptness aisd experience. 
They confer two grades of Professional Certificates: One for qualifi- 
cation to teach a Primary School; and one for qualification to teach a 
Graded or a High School. For iha nri<t oi' these grades, iIic candi- 
dat<;s are required to stand a thorough and satisfactory wriltcn ex- 
amination on all the ^^uhjects (seven) embraced in tho Primary 
Schools, and to adduce salisfiictory evidence that they have taught 
with ap])roval for three years. For the istcowL the examination is ex- 
tended to all the studies embraced in tho three years' coarse of the 
Normal Schools, and the candidate is required to have had five years' 
experience in teaching. All candidates fi)r eithcj* grade 'jf certificates 
are required to [>roduf;c satisfactory evidonco o: tli'^ir g>.">d mora 
character, literary habits, and general fitness for tho work of teach inl- 
and of their ability to manai^e and discijjline a schfiol. 

While the law provides that Professional Cortiiicatcs and Xoriual 
Diplomas shall entitle the holders to teach throughout, llie State and 
for life, without future examination, it does no[ establish the rank 
ot these certificates, as compared with thojsc givon by tho C-^uuty 
Boards. Tiie result is, that in a number of cases the District Board's 
of Education, or the County Boards of Examiners, for reasons wiiich 
I have before stated, have assumed to grade them below a !Xo. 1 Cer- 
tificate of the County Boards of Examiners. The plain presumption 
of the law, however, is that they should rank with the highest :ii:rade, 
and their holders be entitled to the corresponding sa!ai-y ; and since 
the standard of Professional Certificates is now raised to sncii a degroo 
above that required for a No. 1 County (Certificate, and the .oui'so of 
instruction in the Normal Schools has been extended by the present 
Board of Regents to three years, and the instructions, examinations 
and training have been made more thorough and rigitl. I suggest 
that this class of licensed teachers should be protected in their proios- 
sional standing, and that the law be so amended as to rank their 
Certificates or Diplomas, as in all respects, equal to a No. 1 County Cer- 
tificate, unless an agreement to the contrary be expressly made with 
tho teacher by a written contract. 

The expenses of advertising and holding the County Examinations 
are not provided for, except as to the per diem of the Examiners. All 
tho expenses of these examinations should he paid out of tho foes re- 
ceived from the candidates for examination, and, in no case, allowed 
to exceed these. A compensation should be fixed by law, also, for tho 
services and expenses of the State Board of P]xaminers, and an appro- 
priation made for its payment, 

LENGTH OF SCHOOL MONTH. 

Section 30 of the School Law provides that the school month shall 
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consist of twenty -two days, excluding Saturdays, twenty days of 
which shall be devoted to teaching and two to attending County In- 
stitutes ; but the total number of days required to be devoted to Insti- 
tutes is limited to eight — that is, two days for each of the /our months 
which the law requires all Primary Schools to be continued. But 
where the schools are continued more than /owr months, the question 
has h^QM raised : '- what is the measure of the extra months, twenty or 
twenty-tico days ?" I have construed the law to mean twenty-two days, 
but the ambiguity should be removed by a more definite expression 
of the law. 

ENUMERATION OF SCHOOL YOUTH. 

Section 19 requires an enumeration of all youth between the ages 
of six and twenty-one years to be made annually by sub-districts. 
We suggest that tiie section be amended so as to require an enumera- 
tion to be taken of all youth between the ages of six and sixteen, and 
between sixteen and twenty-one. This is important for purposes of, 
comparison. Pupils who attend Primary Schools regularly from six 
to sixteen yorj's, ought, in this time, to couoplete a course of studies 
embraced in these schools, and pass out of the list of attendants. 
Therolore, to compare the number of attendants on the schools with 
the nuiv.ber of school youth enumerated between the ages of six and 
twonty-one, jnoduccs a false impression as to the proportion of chil- 
dren iii tlie State wlio neglect the privileges of education which are so 
liberally piovided tor them. The general average age of pupils in 
school lor 18 'T-iS was 11.05 years, which is nearly a mean between 
six aiid sixteon. Ol'the 201,2.^7 youth enumerated between the ages 
of six anil sixteen, ijerhajjs 51,237 were between sixteen and twenty- 
one, leaving 150,000 between the ages of six and sixteen. Our statistics 
show that over 130,000 actually attended school during the year, leav- 
ing only 20 000 in the wiioie State between these ages in non-attend- 
ance.nnd makinganattendanceof 86.6per cent ofyouth between these 
ages actually in the schools. 

But ii tlie com])aiison be made with 201,237, or all between the 
ages of six anci Uventy-one, it will show that over 70,000 did not at- 
tend soliO )1 ; or an attendance of onl}' G4.6 per cent, of the whole. Of 
ccui'so, tliero are some between sixteen and twenty-one, who still re- 
niain in ilie {=eliools, and it will not give a perfectly accurate result to 
leave tlicni out o<*the <.'i)ra|)arison, but it vvill give a more satisfactory 
showing to ascertain tlie proportion by both methods; and, at the same 
time, j)resent a more a':curate and creditable evidence of our interest 
in education. It will be but little extra trouble to take the enumera- 
enunieration a^ I suggest. 

On this subject, too, tliere shotild be an efficient provision for en- 
forcing the law roquirir.g an actual enumeration to be made Gvery 
3-ear, '•ocaiiF'.^ it is the basis on which the ''general School Fund" is 
distributed, and should be accurateand reliable. It has been reported 
that in some ijjsl;inocs, no actual enumeration has been made, 
but that the number has been computed by simply adding an arbi- 
trary per cent, to some previous enumeration. 

SETTLEMENTS WITH SHERIFFS. 

The .settlement of the financial accounts of the Free schools, made 
with Sheriffs, were not required to be reported to tViv^ \^i^^^;xNsfi^«^ 
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until tho amendmont therefor, of the 52nd See. of the School Ijaw, en- 
acted by tho last Legislature. The provisions of this act are as 
stringent and coercive as can reasonably be desired, yet it has been to 
a considerable extent insufiieicnt to effect the required sottlenient, 
and we have for niaii\'^ Counties, only the very defective financial re- 
ports of County Superintendents to look to for inlormation on this im- 
portant interest ot our Free Schools. 

Tile law j)rovides that wliere the settlements of the Sheriffs with 
County Courts had been neglected they should '*' extend back to the 
time when the Sheritl" became Collector of the District Levies for 
school purposes." 1 called special attention to the provisions of the 
law on this subject, by circulars addressed to the Sheriffs, Judges 
and Clerks of Courts, Prosecuting Attornej's, County Superinten- 
dents, and by other moans, insisted upon this observance. The re- 
sult has been thai fourteen eounties have failed to make or report 
any setliement. for the ])eriod ending August ol, 1877, and thirty-three 
C3unties have similarly failed for the year ending August 31, 1878. 
The settlements that have been reported to mo show, in some in- 
stances, large bjilances, in the hands of SlH^riffs, and tho reports of 
Count}'" Superintendents, ])resent an aggregate of balances, to the 
credit of districts, amounting August 31, 1877, to §160,122.85, and 
August 31, 1878, to 8U0,0t):-UG. 'Thus it appears that about 30 per 
cent, of the net proceeds of the aniuial district levies, is hold from 
year to year, in the hands of Sherifl's. The reports of the Coiintr 
Superintendents ot these balances, are not strictly correct, but they 
ought to fall short of rather than exceed tho balances, actually in the 
hands of Sherifrs. it is proper to state that in manj^ counties these 
balances are comparatively small, while in a few they are very large. 
There is no necessity for this. The expenses of running the schools 
in a given district, can ho estimated with so much accuracy that there 
ought not to be for any one year but a very small balance in excess 
of expenditures. It is hoped that this matter will be more strictly 
attended to in tho future, and that many counties will be enabled 
greatly to reduce their next levy by drawing upon funds already to 
their credit in the hands of Sheriffs. There should be a law requiring 
all out-going Sheriffs to |)ay over prom])tly to some proper receiver, 
all balances ot school money in their hands. I suggest the propriety 
of having these balanc^es ac(tounted for at once to the Auditor of State, 
to be charged to him under proper regulations. 

COUNTY INSTITUTES. 

The Legislature at its last session, provided for a plan of County 
Institutes, by which the teachers employed in the State w^ere required 
to attend County or .District Institutes, to the extent of two daj's for 
each month they were em])loyed in teaching, but not to exceed eight 
days in the year. The time devoted to Institutes was to be consider- 
ed as so much of the time they contracted for as teachers, and to be 
paid for as though it had been employed in teaching. In order to 
have the execution of this law pro])erly reported, I prepared blanks, 
or Institute registers, for tho County Superintendents, with columns. 
Ist, for a full list of all the teachers employed in the County; 2d, the 
number of days each one attended ; 3d, the per cent of diligence of 
each and 4th, a list of the names of teachers who did iiiot attend ^t 
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all. The law provided that teacbcrs who did not attend at all, or only 
in part, shoiikl bo cluir£!:ed a-pro rata of their salary for the time of 
non-nttondiHico >o roj^ortcd. Tlie Law is ihiis iareumpalsory. 

Wo have had but one years oxperienee to test the operation of the 
law, and it eannot bo expected that the result shouUl bo a tair expo- 
nent of its ultimate value or essential wisdom, Htili. the result has 
been highly satisfactory; all the counties in the State, lam informed, 
held Institutes, though some of them have not returned to me the re- 
ports requested. Twenty-nine (29) counties, however, have made 
detailed reports. The total numbei' of teachers in these counties, is 
1867, of these all, but 1G4, attended Institutes; the greater part of 
them for the full eight d:i3's required by the law, some for a longer 
time; and Avith a general average for all, ot G.4 per cent. 

The work of these Institutes was Jiew to many County Superin- 
tendents; the duly of attending them distasteful to many of the 
teachers; and the cost of conducting tliem, and their interference in 
some cases, with the current term of the schools, causes of objections 
to many citizens. These were all formidabio obstacles in the way of 
success, yet there is an overwhelming expression of sentiment on the 
part of County Superinteiulents, as to the value of the instruction 
they aflbrd to the teachers, and tlieir usefulness in elevating the 
standard of teaching, securing unity of method, and exciting emula- 
tion and personal respect among the teachers. 

As this provision for Institutes was entirely new to our State, there 
was a vcvy general call for information on the subject, and for advice 
as to their proper organization and management. 

I prepared and circulated, therefore, the following 

SUGGESTIONS TO COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 

To secure uniformity and efficiency in conducting Teachers' Insti- 
tutes, provided for in the thirtieth section of the School Law, the fol- 
lowing suggestions are respectfully stibmitted to the County Superin- 
tendents : 

The Institutes in the respective counties are to be organized and 
conducted by the County Superintendent in person, or by some com- 
petent teacher whom he shall appoint in his stead. They are to bo 
attended by all the teachers in the county for eight days, where tho 
schools are taught for four months, and where the number of months 
taught is less than four, then for as many as two days for every such 
month. 

Tho time and places for holding these Institutes arc left to tho de- 
termination of the County Superintendent. In appointing them, 
however, ho should consult convenience and economy, and arrange 
them for the best interests of tho teachers and tho schools. With 
those limitations, it would bo best to have but one Institute in a 
county, with a continuous session of eight days, or perhaps two ses- 
sions of four days each, and at convenient intervals; but when tho 
teachers would be put to unwarranted inconvenience or expense in 
reaching one place, two, or even a greater number of places with ses- 
sions of eight or four da,ys each, may be designated, even to one in 
each school district; but the larger number of teachers who can be 
brought together for Institute teaching and training, the better. If 
man J lustitutes are held in one county, it will \iQ> \\xvYc^^\lv^^i^^ *vsi^ 



16 F&£S SCHOOLS. 

the County Superintendent to condue*^^ them in person, or to procure 
competent substitutes in his steiid, jind tiiey will bo liable to degen- 
erate into an idle formality. This .should bo specially guarded against, 
and the County Superintendent should make it his supreme aim 
nut only to secure a full attendance of tcachors, but to provide for the 
most eiticient organization and conduct of this important element in 
our school system. One-day Institules will prove utterly worthless; 
in no case ou<i:ht the sessions to be loss than four dnvs each. 

The Institutes should be orii;anizod as a school ; every class that is 
taught in a primary school should in.' formed, and recitations regular- 
ly hoard in each, just as in the daily routine of a primary school. The 
object should be both to illiistrato the motlioJs ot teaching and to im- 
part inst ruction on the subject matter to bo tauij^ht. The idea should 
be to train the teachers in the art of teaching, — to exemplify to them 
how to handle the school, and every class in the school. licctures, 
discussions, &c., should be provided for the ovoiiiniis. 

The conductor of an Institute i-^ust make and keep an accurate roll 
of all teachers in the county, by districts, with a (Ifdly record of atten- 
dance, &e., according to the blank -l^rin wliicli will bo furnished for 
this purpose by the IStato 8nj)oriritGndcnt. lie will nlso give to each 
teacher a certificate in the form fiu'nishei.l. showing the number of 
full days he has attended and for Vv-hich he is ontitied to compensa- 
tion from the Board of his district. Boards of Kdiication cannot re- 
quire teachers to teach more tlum twei'.ly days to the month for each 
of the four months for which he is recuirod by law to attend Insti- 
tutes. In the monthly sottlements, tlu^ teachers may be paid the full 
month's salary, for all but tl <> last month, from which tlvo Board 
should in all cases withhold the pro rata ro(|uirod by law for non-at- 
tendance which may be reported against nny tcncIivM- by the County 
Superintendent. If a teacher should make up iiis ••non-attondanco" 
by attending an Institute after his school has closrd, but within and 
for the same school year, the j»?'o rata of his salary which had been 
withheld, should, upon the presentation of the required certificate to 
his Board, be refunded to him. 

Teachers must attend Institutes in the cotmty in which they teach, 
and at the places designated by the County Superintendent. Atten- 
dance in another county is not recognized by the law. 

The County Superintendent should give, duo and special notice to 
every teacher in his county, of the times and j^laees of Institutes, re- 
quire punctual and regular attendance f n* the lull time ot ever3' day, 
and note the percentage of diligence in tlio teachers respectively. 
The discipline, order and instruction ot an Institute should be as rigid, 
regular and thorough as in a school, both to secure the benefits of the 
Institute and as an example in method. 

County Superintendents should be particular not to appoint Insti- 
tutes to be held on Saturdays, because teachers cannot bo lawfully re- 
quired to attend them on that day. It is es])ecially excepted from the 
twenty-two days which are required from the teacher for every 
month, and of which two are set a])art for Institutes. Saturday In- 
stitutes would be, at best, but a frivolous evasion of the high duty 
which the provision of the law imposes, alike on County Su2)erinten- 
dents and teachers. 
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Whore schools arc continued for more than four months, the ques- 
tion has been raised whether the extra months shall consist of twenty 
or twenty-two days. The law is not explicit, but as the continuance 
of schools for more than four months in the year is not required by 
the general law, but is letl entirely to the Boards of Education and 
the voters of the districts, it is doubtless competent for them to decide 
also the term of the mi)nth. We strongly urge, however, for the sake 
of uniformity and to suit our School Registers, that the number of 
days to b(3 devoted to te;iclnn:i: bo fixed at twenty to the month, for 
the extra nionlhs also, eviMi should it be necessary to make 'd,jpro rata 
reduction in the monthly cOiupensation 

We earnosly urij^o up >n the County Superintendents the propriety 
and importanoo ot iinpressing up«)a the teachers the advantages of 
these Institutes and tlio moral and legal obligation tliey are under 
faithfully and diligently t;) at^^end them. Teachers should remember 
that the State proposes to puy them for these eight days at an average 
of $1.50 per day, and that tiiis expedient for tlu-ir instruction and im- 
provement in the knowh'dgo an<l art of their profession is at a cost of 
^50,000 a year to the people whom they serve. Such an expression 
of the public cjiioern for a hi'^hor grade of competency in our teach- 
ers ougI\t to excite an earnest interest, not only in every ofHcer of the 
public schools, but in th.> [)0')ple generally, to give hearty and vigi- 
lant encouragement to make the provision as effective as possible for 
the interests of education. 

1 am gratified to report that there was a very general and earnest 
effort on the part of the (. ounty Superintendents, to carrj" out these 
suggestions, and to make this liberal provision for the improvement 
of the teachers as elloctivcas i)osible. It is believed that no State in 
the Union has provi«lcd fo ]il)cr;jHy for the improvement of all the 
primary teachers, enj])ioyed in the bchoois", and that no want in con- 
nection with tlie ftticcesslul working of our sciiool system is of greater 
practical inr,)orlai:«.e tl-an that which this provision is intended to 
provide. jS'o anion iil of tin^.e or money oxpenr^ed on common school 
education can give iiigii or snlisfactory resaitH so long as tiie teachers 
are themselves untaiigLt on the subjects committed to their instruc- 
tion and unskilled i:i tlx^ inipavtation of knowledge, and the manage- 
ment and (lisci-uiijo ot a sciiuol. 

W licre tlu se Instil utcs arc conductod by cxpcjrienced and competent 
instructors, it is generally conceded tnat no method has been devised 
whi^'h so speedily aiul c-i)Ocilicaliy sup])iies these requisites. It is here, 
however, that our lavr in some inea>ure tails to meet all the require- 
ments of an etfcctive sy.-lcin of l;istitiites. It provides liberally and 
wisely for securing I'lc attendance of the teachers, but it failed to 
provide skilled iiisiructors to conduct the Institutes. We have felt 
the importance of securing trained teacliers for the children, but have 
not reflected that it is equaiiy im]'Ortant to provide good instructors 
for the teachers. We need good ter.chers for the schools, and first- 
class instrucfors for t!"io teachers. 

Many of our County Superintendent^ were not elected with refer- 
once to this duly, and have felt and acknowledged their want of 
experience in the discharge of it. They ilesire assistance and, would 
it not be wise, to appropiiate annually out of the General School 
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Fund, a Bmall sum to emplo}' such asfiistanco, and to aathorizo tho 
State Suporintondent to prepare a definite programmo of oxercises 
to bo ado])ted tlirouijjhont the State? 

For tlio comparatively rsinall snin of two or three thousand dollars 
a year, we ooiild enpjage competent aid for every county in tho State, 
and render more than doubly effective the liberal provision ah'eady 
made for this purpose. The " General Sctliool Funtl" is required by 
tiio ('oiistitntiiHi to be expended annually for the "support of Freo 
Schools," and such an appropriation would in an emiueut do^j^rcc con- 
tribute to this end. 

TiMi: or HOLDING institutes. 

It is of the highest importance to the success of any system that its 
several ]varts sliould be arraniijed so as not to interfere with, but rathor 
to su'pport and iijive i^reater efll';ienc\' to each other. As tho law now 
st.mds. the County Superintendents apj)oint the time of holding the 
InstituLcs, and the Boards of Etlucation ajipoint tho time of opening 
the schools. The consequence is that tlic schools have frequently to 
be suspended to allow the teachers to attend the Institutes, and not 
nnfrcqiicntly the Institutes are not held until the schools for tho year 
arc closed, and so the benefit of the Institute, for that 3'ear at least, is 
lost.. This, when we consider that many of the teachers annually 
droi> out of tho ])rof(^ssion, is evidently an important defect in tho 
workini; of the systeTn. W'c siir^-^cst that all County Institutes Rhould 
be ori;ani/a'(l b}' a general Inw, to be held before the opening of tho 
schools, and tiiat a definite period be ])roscribed ior holding tho In- 
stitutes and opening the schools. Ft would, perhaps, suit all parts of 
our Stale to require that {ill Insiitules should bo held in ihe months of 
Julv and .'\.u<i:ust, and not later than the end of the second week in 
September, next preceding the opening of the schools, and that tho 
schools should in no case be opened earlier than the beginning of the 
third week of Septembe**. 

It should also be provided that no teachers should be employed who 
had not attended the Institutes r.ext ])rccc(ling the term of their 
service, unless it could be satisfactorily shown that they had been 
j)revented by sickness. AVhen the State incurs so much expense to 
make the teacher ellV:ctive in his work, it is riicht to enforce tho ob- 
servance of the law by all legitimate means If teachers are not will- 
ing to improve themselves, when the State not onl}'' provides full in- 
struction, but <ilso compensation for their time, they ought not to bo 
employed in her service. 

PEABODY INSTITUTES. 

Durin2:tho last scholast i<- vear, the Trustees of the^'Peabodv Fund," 
committed to my disposal !»fii50.0(», for holding Institutes. We attempted, 
as far as pra(rtic-ablo, to nnike these Institutes models for the insluctorrt of 
County Institutes, and distributed them so as to make them geogrnph- 
icaily accessible to as many Teachers ami Supeiintentlents as ])raeti- 
(.abie. Thirteen wei'e organized, of five days each, and held at tho 
fo!l(;wing idaces : Rei'kelev Sj}rings. ^lorgan coujUy; Burning 
8p"!:i.'S, Wi/t r-onnty; \ harlcston. Kan:iwha counlv; Kinicwood, 
P, i'siivii i-uuhty; Logan C II, ; Midd';('*'Oiirnc. Tyler county; Mounda- 
ville, Marshall county ; Nicholas, C. II.; Peteisburg, Grant county; 
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Philippi, Barbour county; Princeton. Mercer county, and Ealeigh, 
C. H. I engaged some of the most skillful and experienced teachers 
of the State to conduct them, and a large number of the most earnest, 
instructors of our schools attended them. They were also generally 
sustained by the ministers of the gospel, and other friends of educa- 
tion, in the localities where they were held, and, we are assured con- 
tributed much, not only to the instruction of the teachers, but to ex- 
cite and widen the popular interest in our schools. The Trustees of 
the Peabody Fund have been so well pleased with these results that Dr. 
Sears, General Agent, authorizes me to use $1,000.00 for their continu- 
ance. It would add greatly to the efficiency of this Fund, if these insti- 
tutes could be recognized by the law, and the time spent in them be al- 
lowed to the credit of teachers as a part of the eight days required to 
be given to County Institutes, and I respectfully suggest that this be 
done. 

PEABODY AID TO SCHOOLS. 

In this connection I mention also, as worthy of public acknowledge- 
ment, that the additional sum of $4,250.00 was given to West Virginia 
from the Peabody Fund, to aid schools of a higher grade, in extend- 
ing their time and improving and enlarging their course of studies. 
The object was to foster and establish as far as practicable, model 
schools of higher instruction than the ordinary Primary School. With 
this sum aid was extended to schools at the following places : 

Bethany. Brooke County; Burning Springs, Wirt County; Charles- 
ton, Kanawha County; Charlestown, Jefferson County; Clarksburg, 
Harrison County ; Guyandotte, Cabell County; Lewisburg, Green- 
brier County; Mason City, Mason Cjunty; Martinsburg, Berkeley 
County; Moundsvile, Marshall County ; New Cumberland, Hancocu 
County; Portland, Preston County; Eavenswood, Jackson County ;■ 
St. Albans, Kanawha County; St. Mary's, Pleasants County; and 
Wellsburg, Brooke County; — in all sixteen schools. The aid receiv- 
ed by West Virginia, from this fund has been annually reduced, be- 
cause of the increasing demand] made upon it by other States, not 
heretofore awarded a due proportion, and this current year, our pro 
rata, is cut down to Three Thousand Dollars, with instructions to 
restrict its destribution to a few schools of the higher order, for grade 
and attendance. 

GRADED PRIMARY INSTRUCTION. 

All education should be conducted with method — a rational pro- 
gress, towards a definite end, is the secret of success in every under- 
taking. But, in our Primary Schools, while we have a prescribed set 
of subjects and Text Book, there is no prescribed order in which the 
subjects shall bo studied, nor arrangement of the pupils, in classes, 
nor designation of the time to bo given to them respectively. There 
ought to be a begin ing — a regular order of progress, and end to the 
Primary course of instruction. This has been felt by some of our 
best County Superintendents, and Superintendent Wade, of Monon- 
galia County, has succeeded, in introducing a method, in the schools 
of his county, that has worked with admirable success. But so long 
as it is left to each teacher to do as he lists, with respect to the organi- 
zation and conduct of school work, wo can have but little system or 
nniformity in it. I suggest that authority be given to prescribe a 
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regular course of Primary instruction, to be generally followed in the 
schools, with provision for the examination and graduation of all 
pupils, who satisfactorily complete it. 

TEXT BOOKS. 

The subject of text books is one that is exciting the attention of 
many States. Our law prescibes a uniform set of books to bo used 
throughout the State. In 1865, the Legislature passed an act, (ch. 59, 
p, 56, Acts 1865), giving to the State Superintendent, power to pre- 
scribe a series of class books, to be used in the free schools through- 
out the State, this was re-enacted in 18()G, (ch. 74, §52, p. 71), and 
again in 1867, (ch. 98, § 55, p. 129). The school law as adapted in 
the Code, (1868, ch. 45. § 5o, p. 307-8). prescribed a series of class 
books, in detail, and this was subsequently adopted in 1873, with but 
few changes, and it is further made the dut}'^ of the Coiintj'' Superin- 
tendont, to see that no others are introduced, with a penalty to a 
teacher who shall do so. Bat there is no provsion made for making 
any change in this series, in whole or in part, or for exercising any 
oversight over the matter of their publication and sale, whether as 
to quality or matter, or price. There is much com])Iaintin our State, 
both as to the price of the class books, which the law requires, under 
penalty, to be used, and as to the quality of the material and style of 
binding — but there is no authority short of the Legislature, itself, to 
look alter these matters, or to demand redress. 

I suggest that attention be called with emphasis, to the anomalous 
character of our legislation on this subject, which secures a monopoly 
of a large business with no sort of restraint upon the monopolists, 
or protection of the people, against their iree power to do as they 
please in the matter. 

Several plans have been suggested for relief from this monopoly. 
Some favor the repeal of the present law, on this subject, and the 
submission of the whole matter to a Couniy Board, in each county, 
others to the Boards of Education of the several districts. But there 
are serious objections to both of these plans : 

1. The law provides that, under certain circumstances, schools may 
be formed out of parts of tw^o or more districts, of the s.inie or of dif- 
ferent counties. In this case, the text books of the two counties or 
districts being different, there w-ould be inconvenience and additional 
expense to the children of one part, caused by the necessity of pur- 
chasing new books. 

2. Citizens of the State, often move from one county to another, or 
from one district to another, and so would be exposed to the neces- 
sity of purchasing new books. This is especially so with the poore* 
class of our citizens, who are least able to afford it. 

3. The Boards of Education would be exposed to the constant solici- 
tation of plausible and persistent agents, and being elocied only for 
two years, would be especially liable to bo persuaded to make a cliantco. 

4. They are seldom persons at all capable of judging of the fitnes.} 
of. books, for class books, and would bo likely to select the cheapest, 
rather than the best 

5. It is very desirable to have a uniform and equal course of studies 
adopted in all our Free Schools, and to maintain a systematic grade 
of studios throughout the State. This cannot be done where each 
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county or district is allowed to choose the class books and prescribe 
the studies. 

6. The frequent changes which such a system, would almost in-- 
variably lead to, would be injurious to the pupils, embarrassing oftea 
to the teachers, and j)articularly expensive to the people. 

We, therefore, recommend that we adhere to our present rule of re- 
quiring a unilbrm series of class books to be used in the Free Schools 
throui^hout the State. 

But we earnestly suggest the appointment of a State Commission 
on Text Books, whoso duty it shall be to take the control of the . 
whole subject of text books, with power to prescribe and contract fot* 
the books to bo used, with the prices at which thej'^ shall be furnished 
to the pupils throughout the State, and with the responsibility of 
providing that the contract shall be faithfully carried out in every 
particular. The importance of this subject will be seen, when it is 
considered that more than one hundred and thirty thousand pupils, 
annually attend our schools, and that at the lowest estimate for each 
puj)il there must bo a very large arr-ount of money annually expended 
on next books. To protect our citizens against extravagant charges 
for this necessary expense of education, and to secure to them a class 
of text books, not only of the highest qualitj^ as to matter, but also 
of the best material and execution of binding and printing, are- 
matters surely worthy of some judicious and affective provision upon 
the part of the Legislature. 

NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

The Normal Schools of the State are not an organic part of our 
Free School riystem. They are placed under the management of a 
Board of Eegents, consisting of the Executive Officers of the State 
'and three others, who are appointed b}^ Your Excellency, one from 
each Congressional district in the State. But as the State Superin- 
tendent of Free Schools is made ex-officiOj president of this Board, 
1 may hero present you with a brief general statement as to their 
operations and ••onditioii. Anterior to the last session of our Legisla- 
ture, the State support of these six schools had been so precarious, 
tiiat they had fjillcn into a very feeble and languishing condition. 
Bui the last Legislature provided that each of the Normal Schools 
should be paid at the rate of 83.50 per month, for each normal student 
in actual attendance, with the provision, however, that no one school 
should bo paid a sum per 6r7?;m?yi suceeeding $2,000.00. They were 
allowed, also, in addition to this State compensation for normal, 
pupils; to charge tuition fees for the non-normal pupils that might 
attend, and a contingent fee from all matriculates. Under this 
arrangement the sehoolswerc reopened and have been greatly revived 
and are doing well. • 

During the year ending August 31; 1877, there was an average 
attendance of non-paying normal pupils of 2147 months at a total 
cost to the State of 87,108.50; and during the year ending August 
31, 1878, an avei-age attendence of 3,304 months, at a total cost to the 
State of S10,0G2 00. The limit of the appropriation was $12,000.00 
per annum, and the earnings of the schools fell short of this limit-, - 
the first of these two year by $4,891.50, and the latter by only 
$1,938.00. 
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The Xormal «itu!cnts aro all pledged, as a condition of receiving 
the free tuivion or" the selio.->l.-i. to teach in the Free Schools of tho 
State tor at k*a^: •iiiu year, am! it is the purpose of many of them to 
make teachinir tl.oir prot'o^ioii 

Tiie re;roni>. in I'ST". i^'XiL-nded the conrse of instrnetion in these 
schools to three vcais, aii'i ei ovale J and made uniform in all tbo 
sell 00 Is the text books and the standard of wcholarshij) necessary to 
graduation. 

The sch(jol buildirig at Fairmont needs some repairs, and the 
greatly inr-rra'-'i i atteinlanco mtido it necessarv for tho Executive 
Committee to tit up with >eats and suitable furniture, a large hall that 
bad, Vjelore. bou.i Viu-.int. Wo call your attention therefore, especially 
to that part of tlie report of the rei^cnts which recommends the ap- 
propriation of Sl.nno oO for those j)urpo<es. as well as to that, which 
recommend-^ an appropriation of 8500 OM for fitting up and seating 
additional nicitaiion rooms in the Concord school, in Mercer County. 

CONCLUSION. 

We have just reason to be gratified with the general result of our 
school-work. Tiiere has boon a steady and most encouraging ad- 
vance in every qualily ot exc;)llcnce. The attendance of pupils has 
steadily increased. Tiie c'.inractor and qualifications of tbo teachers 
have been much improved, much prejudice has been overcome, and 
tlie general interest of the public in the system has been deepened 
and confirmed — tho number of school houses added to — their capac- 
ity in many places, enlarged, and their styles fashioned atlor tho 
best models fuinisluyj in our most advanced architecture. Greater 
system anrl uniformity in method ar3 everywhere seen in the 
organization and conduct of the schools, and a constant process is 
going on in grading, and extending the courses of study. System- 
atic economy characterizes the management of the Boards of Educa- 
tion — and, gradually, a very com])ctcnt class of school officers is grow- 
ing up, under the influence and tuition of frequent and protracted 
service. 

Tho great want in tho practical working of our school system, is 
an experienced and efficient supply of the local officers. Tho success 
of the schools depends largely upon the County Superintendent; the 
District Boards of Education, and the Trustees. Lot the people bo 
careful to elect and continue in off.ce, wise and prudent boards, ex- 
perienced and faithful County Superintendents, and these again pro- 
vide discreet Trustees, who will see that none but the best teachers 
are employed, and that a sufficiently just compensation is offered in 
order to attract and secure a higher order of talent and scholarship, 
to tho profession, and tho course of our schools will be still on^vard, 
and tho good fruits many moue manifest, j'ear by year. Under tbo 
blessing and guidance of a generous Providence, our growing 
young State has promise of a rapid and enlightened development, in 
all that constitutes the honor, the happiness, and the dignity of a 
people, provided only, we steadfastly adhere to our system, already 
so prosperously inaugurated, of free, liberal and universal education. 

W. K. Pendleton, 

State Superintendent of Free Schools, 
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EXPLANATION OF STATISTICAL TABLES. 

TABLE A— Showing the receipts and dLsbursements of the Teachers' Fand. 

TABLE B— Showing the receipts and disbursements of the Building Fund. 

TABLE G— Showing the number and value of school houses, &c, 

TABLE D— Enumeration of youth between the ages of six and twenty-one years, and number 

attending school. 
TABLE E— Sub-districts, schools, and number and grade of certificates. 
TABLE F— Number of teachers and number of months taught. 
TABLE G — Age of pupils ; number studying; number of visits from officers. 
TABLE H— Amount of district levies; amount of delinquent lists; total receipts and expenditures; 

balance on hand; apportionment and average cost per pupil. 
TABLE I— Showing the enumeration of youth ; the apportionment of State School Fund for the 

school year commencing September 1st, 1877, and September 1st, 1878, and the 

amount of salaries paid county superintendents. 
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stock In First National Bank of Fairmont, W. Va 860,000 00 

Stock in Parkersburg National Bank 40,000 00 

Stock in National Bank of Weit Virginia, at WheeUng 80,000 00— $120,000 00 

IL S, Regiatered Central Pacific Railroads Bonds, 

No. 2,037, dated Augugt 2, 1860— Interest from July 10, 1865 S 1,000 00 

No. 2,038, dated August 2, 1866— Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,039, dated August 2, 1866— Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,040, dated August 2, 1866— Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,041, dated August 2, 18(M)— Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,042, dated August 2, 186<)— Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,043, dated August 2, 18(>0— Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,044, dated August 2, 1866-Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,045, dated August 2, 1866— Interest from July 10, 1066 1,000 00 

No. 2,046, dated August 2, 1866— Interest from July 10, 1066 1,000 00 

No. 2,047, dated August 2, 1866— Interest from July 10, 1866 1,000 00 

No. 2,200, date<l August 22, 1868— Interest from January 1, 1868 1,000 00 

No. 30, dated January 22, 1868— Interest from January 1, 1868 5,000 00 

No. 251, dated January 22, 1868— Interest from January 1, 1808 10,000 00 

No. 252, dated January 22, 1868— Interest from January 1, 1868 10,000 00—$ 37,000 00 

IJ, S, Registered Union Pacific Railroad Bonds. 

No. 1,982, dated January 21, 1809— Interest from January 1, 1869 $10,000 00 

No. 1,525, dated January 21, 1869— Interest from January 1, 1809 5,000 00 

No. 235, dated March 13, 1869— Interest from February 10, 1869 10,000 00 

No. 236, dated March 13, 1809— Interest from February 10, 1869 10,000 00 

No.;3,739, dated October 27, 1873— Interest from July 1, 1873 10,000 00 

No. 3,759, dated November 7, 1873— Interest from July 1, 1873 10,000 00—$ 66,000 00 

U. S. Registered 5-20 Bonds, 

No. 492, dated January 15, 1870— Interest from January 1, 1870 $ 600 00 

No. 2,123, dated Januaiy 13, 1870— Interest from January 1, 1870 1,000 00 

No. 2,124, dated January 13, 1870— Interest from January 1, 1870 1,000 00 

No. 2,125, dated January 13. 1870— Interest from Jacuary 1, 1870 1,000 00 

No. 6<3, dated January 15, 1870— Interest from January 1, 1870. 5,000 00 

No. 847, dated January 15, 1870— Interest from January 1, 1870 10,000 00—$ 18,500 00 

Crrtificates of U, S. Stock 5-20s. 

No. 714, dated February 18, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 $ 500 00 

No. 2,837, dated February 18, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 1,000 00 

No. 2,8.'J8, dated February 18, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 1.000 00 

No. 2,8:«, dated February 18, 1871- Interest from Janua^;y 1, 1871 1,000 00 

No. 2,840, dated February 18, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 1,000 00 

No. 828, dated February 18, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 5,000 00 

No. 1,051, dated February 18, 18/1— Interest from January 1, 1871 10,000 00 

No. 1,052, dated February 18, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 10,000 00 

No. 11,519, dated March 6, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 100 00 

No. 11,520, dated March 6, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 .,. 100 00 

No. 11,521, dated March 6, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 100 00 

No. 24,030, dated March 6, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 1,000 00 

No. 7,160, dated March 6, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 5,000 00 

No. 10,302, dated March 6, 1871— Interest from January 1, 1871 10,000 00—$ 45,800 60 

Bonds of the State of West Virginia, dated October 29, 1873, bearing interest 

from October 29, 1873 16,970 00 

Dated August 10, 1876 35,000 00 

Dated September28, 1876, bearing interest from September 28, 1876 11,000 00 -$ 62,970 00 

Dated June 13, 1877 15,641 48 

Aggregate amount inyested to thlsdate $354,811 48 



REPORTS 



OP 



COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS, 



FOR THE 



FISCAL YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 1378. 



BAEBOUK COUNTY— Perry Marteney, Supt 

I regret to say my annual report is not accurately correct from the 
fact that the secretaries failed in remitting correct reports to me ; and 
I received them at such a late date, I did not return them for correc- 
tion as the law directs ; but with what change I could make from my 
own knowledge, remit the same to you as sent to me. I think the sta- 
tistical part of my report is correct, but the financial part I cannot 
vouch for, as being accurately correct. However I cannot blame sec- 
retaries much for imperfect reports, as their salaries are so meager 
that they will not give the attention and time that the office demands. 

I feel safe in saying that during the past year, the school work of 
Barbour county has been well done, and that considerable progress has 
been made, but there is still great room for improvement. Many mere 
boys and girls (especially in attainments) are inspired with the idea that 
their mission is to teach, and they enjoy a cheerful confidence in their 
ability to draw water from a dry cistern. Good teachers are the great 
want of our common school machinery. 

I would welcome almost any plan adopted, by our Legislature, 
affording a fair prospect for their improvement. 

On my annual visits last winter, I found too much '' popular teach- 
ing" (telling the pupils just what to do to obtain a given result) 
instead of instructions that will set the whole reasoning powers of 
the pupils at work. The latter is all that a teacher should do under 
the head of oral instruction. Under such a system we may not ^<5.t 
Bhowy results in our schools on examinat\0T\^,\>\3L\N<^^ V^ Vw^^b \«x^ 
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tho foundation for a better and more exalted manhood — snch a posi- 
tion UH God intended man should occupy, fiut notwithstanding our 
many inefficient teacher:^, we have some whoar«j earnest, faithfal and 
efficient, the effect of whose labor can be seen in the improvement of our 

KChooJH. 

In some di;4tricts there is very little encouragement for the better 
teachers to seek employment. Some Boards of Education continue to 
hire No. 3 and No. 4 teachers, and pay them almost as mach as No. 1 
and No. 2, only one and two dollars difference on the grade of certifi- 
cate. 1 hope they will remedy this in another school year. 

The examiners of this county continue to raise the standard of ex- 
aminations, and ere long I think Barbour will have thorough teachers 
throughout the entire county. 

We are deeply impressed with tho fact that many of our teachers 
are sadly deficient in general information. Their thoughts seem to be 
limited to the very rudiments of the primary branches which they are 
required to teach, while the great field of general knowledge is to 
them an unexplored country, a trackless region which they have no 
desire to investigate or to travel. A higher, a broader, abetter and a 
more thorough culture is demanded, and I am confident that soon our 
teachers will reach the desired standard if they teach. Teachers 
ought to know much more than the law requires, or they are expected 
to teach ; and it is a sad commentary on our educational "status," that 
of many things with which every intelligent person should be famil- 
iar, many of our teachers have only vague and indefinite ideas. lam 
glad to suy that the regular attendance the past year was better than 
any previous year. We have 4,152 youths in the county; 3,142 at- 
tended school. The average attendance was 2,004, but not as great as it 
should have been by far. The body will not grow and be healthy if 
food is not taken regularly. It is not conducive to health to fast for a 
week ai»d then load the stomach. It is not in accordance with physio- 
logical law to exercise the muscles violently for a stated time and 
then cease all exercise for the same or greater length of time. So it 
is with the mind ; mental food and exercise must be taken regularly, 
and in proper quantities, and of proper kind, if the mind is properly 
developed. The pupil who is absent but for one day, finds when he 
comes to recitation, that be has lost something, the want of which 
will impede bis progress. If he is absent for a week, he finds on his 
return a large amount of hard work to be accomplished before he can 
regain his standing in his class. Many, on account of unnecessary 
absence, become discouraged, lose all interest in their studies in the 
school, cease to make any effort to improve, and often are the cause of 
disorder and disaffection when otherwise there would have been har- 
mony. I trust the attendance the coming school year will be much 
greater than previously. 1 shall use every effort to secure it. 

Our Institute last December and January was a grand success; 
seventy-three teachers were enrolled ; average attendance for the 
eight days was seventy. The following distinguished scholars were 
with us during the session : Prof J. E. Thompson, of West Virginia 
University ; Prof. W. Coldgrove, of West Virginia College ; G^eo. W. 
Atkinson, of Wheeling; J. W. Price, of Beverly; and A. F. Wilmoth, 
County Superiuteadent of Bandolph county. I am sure many of 
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our teachers were stimulated by the lectures and teaohings of these 
noted men, and will, I have no doubt, take higher grounds in their 
profession. Much interest was manifested by the public at large, and 
all were benefited who attended. I tbink the law should say when 
the Institute should be held ; some want it before the schools begin, 
others after schools close, and others during the session of schools in 
the winter. Some of the Boards of Education oppose it altogether, 
and legislate, and really try to prevent teachers fro in attending. I 
hope the coming Legislature will designate the time. 

Our "Peabody Institute," in August last, conducted by Prof Joseph 
McMurran, was interesting and profitable, but the attendance was 
small. I think the law should be compulsory in regard to these Insti- 
tutes, as well as our county Institutes. 

We had three colored schools this year; I visited each and found 
tbem progressing well. 

I have adopted the grading system, which I expect to put into oper- 
ation next year. 1 am so far favorably impressed with it. I have 
the names of about one hundred pupils, who expect to complete the 
primary branches the coming year. There has been great advance- 
ment in some of our districts, particularly those that secured No. 1 
and No. 2 certificates. I have noticed the contrast for the last three 
years, and am convinced, as well as the public, that we need more No. 
1 teachers and less of the other grades. 

There were three graded schools taught in the county the past year : 
one at Philippi, by J. S. Cornwell ; one at Hopewell, by D. W. Shaw; 
and one at Meadowville by myself A number of teachers were pres- 
ent at each of these schools, and made rapid progress. A few also 
have been attending the State Normal Schools, at Glen vi lie and 
Fairmont; also some were attending the West Virginia College 
and West Virginia University. 

I think our teachers will compare favorably with the teachers of 
adjacent counties, and as our examinations are becoming more rigid, 
ere long we will have none but first-class teachers. Believing I have 
said my say, in concjusion I must return my thanks to the people for 
their kindness, encouragement and aid in trying to advance the cause 
of education in Barbour, hoping that we all, ultimately, may reap a 
rich reward. 



TEACHERS, AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



MissLM Ceyser 1 

"Miss Nora Moore 1 

Miss Willa Groves 1 

Miss Mollie Board 2 



E A WauRli 1 

H A Strader « 

J W Moore 3 

E D Gall 2 



Miss Mattie V Tt»tPr 2 E H Campton 1 

MissLibbie A Wolf : 2lJ M Compton 3 

MissSallie Phillips 2 LM La FoUetie 1 

Miss Mattie Teter 1 F W Harris 2 

Miss Katie Goodiuan 3 JMGodwin 2 

Miss Lucelia Douglass 1 D W Shaw 1 



Miss Bertie Cole (colored) 1 

Miss Nancy Slpes 3 

Miss Tebe b Harris 3 

Miss Mollie A Mayo 3 

Miss Helen St Charles 1 

Miss Boanna Pepper 2 

Mlas SMNewlon 2 



I F Right 2 

J R Ph Hips 1 

J VVGawthorpe i 

Robert W. Tapp 2 

Nelson Pock i 

Jdartin Madden 3 

A J Hathaway ' 8 
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TEACnSRS AND OR A DEB OF TIIEIR CSBTI7ICATB8 — ConJUmued. 



i_ 



Mws Lanna Hfghtinno. 3 

MiriM Moili<f £. (iuuld 1 

Mrs M E JIarria 1 

MmC V Uxnita 2 

J S CriMiiwull 1 

I^wij* W. Talbott 3 

A C McDank'l 2 

C M i'ruiiiwell 1 

Ij L Itaiiiiri 1 

J W .Shank 1 

J J Mudduii .' 1 

CFT.'tcr 1 

Enrael I'liilliiis (colored) 4 

L C Boniu'lt. 4 

John V Hunt ~ 3 

T U I)iHT.'lto 1 



C W Miller « t 

Isaac N. Newman .^ % 

W P Whitmore _ _ 2 

J W Poling X 

Stewart \Vilinoth _. i 

John L Leonard „ ^^, i " 

FP Madden _ 2 

R R Rohr a 2 

R J Dunham „.. j 

JG DlKman ^^ 4 

J A Hillard J 

John W Freeman % 

J (J Stalnaker X 

J F Hartman .^ 1 

W D Zinn _ _ i 

A J Hartuian ^ l 



J M CurkeiMliill 1 C W Reger S 

John F Durkiu 2;F M Tallwtt ^ i 

J (i Sinclair 3jVVin R Bennett ^ «^ 2 

R J J»n»udfoot 4|Geo W Heltzel 2 

FA PoMiif? 4 'J LMalcomb «. 1 

SL Polini; 3'j M Hurgers „ 2 

Wm II McUaniel 3j\Vm U Showalter 8 

SSTalhi.tt 2i.Vbner Hanes ^. ft 

Jno Hathaway liJ F Newlon „ 1 

W K itoworrt 1 CM Moore % 

Lewis W Robinson 3|J NZinn „. 2 

B S Ziuu 1 jCoiumbus Kelley 1 

iSBak<^r 1 M E Lawsou ^ 1 

Ge^» W Baughiuan 2 J R Mathers „ „. 1 

\V Ci)x 1 [Miss Kate Wood ., «. 2 

W S Shurtlell'. 1 



. BEEKELEY COUNTY.— E. S. Tabler, Supt, 

In Rubmittiug this annual report, I offer as an apology for any 
seeming lack of knowledge in the school affairs of the county, the 
iact that I have but recently been called to the duties of County 
Superintendent. From circumstances beyond my control I have 
been prevented from visiting quite all the schools; yet from diligent 
inquiry find them in a flourishing condition. 

The system is gaining in favor, which has contributed in a great 
measure to the employment of teachers raised within the county. 
The teachers labored faithfully, and as an acknowledgment quite all 
of them are employed to continue their schools another term. Bigid 
examinations are proving beneficial. Incompetent teachers are drop- 
ping out of the profession for lack of employment. Most of the dis- 
tricts are refusing lower grades of certificates than No, 2. Teachera 
and patrons hail with pleasure the raising of the standard for normal 
diplomas. They have caused a good deal of dissatisfaction. 

Gerrardstown treated a portion of two sub-districts not conveniently 
provided for to a new school house. 

In Opequon a worthless log house was substituted with a fine sub- 
stantial brick. 

Compulsory institute attendance promises to work well. The 
deceased Superintendent appointed district institutes for the year. 
These were of great benefit to most teachers. Yet the small number 
of teachers assigned to each with one-day meetings caused their use- 
fulness to fail below the intent of the law. 

We should like more specific legislation in sec. 30 of the school law, 
with reference to the disposition of the remaining two days where 
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the schools run for a longer term than four months, as they do in most 
districts. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATEb. 



Griffith, Anna E 1 

Vogel, Geo B 3 

Johnson. Mrs Dr 1 

Dodd, Samuel L 1 

]Bvans, J. W. B 2 

Vannieter, Mary A 2 

Wayble, Cyrus H 1 

Albright Moses G 1 

Sheffer Jennie 1 

Harley Laura V 1 

Pitzer Wm A - 1 

Miller, Amos R 2 

McKown, John F 2 

Griffith, D Smith 2 

Noss, CH 2 

Fravel, FM 1 

McKune, Jenni? 1 

Dodd, David H 2 

Harbaugh, M K 2 

Butts, HS 2 

• Barnett, Georgie E 2 

Ev^ersole, Wm 2 

Pauling John T 1 

Newcomer, George 4 

McKown, Mary Ann 3 

Miller, Ida V 3 

Vanmeter, Geoi^ge W 3 

Morgan, Josephine 3 

Hockman, Isaac M 3 

Kerley, Ella D 3 

Cooper. Charles W 3 

Downs, J. A 3 

Fisher, W. P (colored) 4 

♦•hepherd, Champ 1 

F.)ltz, C. W 2 

House, J. E 2 

Butts, M. K 2 



Williamson, Si^san S 2 

Rover, H E 1 

Keed, Henry (colored) 5 

Davis, J P 2 

Muhler, RubyS 8 

Walsh, Mrs LA 2 

Young, A B (colored) 4 

Green, George, (colored) 4 

Roberts, B H (colored) 3 

Lee, David, (colored) 4 

Swartz, Wm (colored) 8 

Mosby, Nicholas, (colored) 4 

Johnson, Sallie E (colored) 4 

Taylor, Kate O (colored) 2 

W ood, Nathaniel (colored) 4 

Carter, Henry (colored) 3 

Tabler. G. W. M 2 

Frye Eugene 8 

Kearney, Mrs A P. 2 

Newkirk, Sillie 2 

Miller, J PK 2 

Hesse, Wm 4 

Johnson, L L 2 

Rvon, R H 1 

Rhodes, SC 2 

Stump, H V 1 

Robinson, James 3 

Kettering, John T 2 

Myres, James W 2 

Garrett, R C 1 

(iraham, A M 1 

Evans, Henry C 2 

Triplett, J H 2 

Hall, I N 1 

Miller. Charles 2 

Rinker, Belle 2 



BOOJSTE COUNTY.— John Morris, Sup't 



Herewith you have my report of schools for Boone county, for the 
year ending August 31, 1878. The reports of the district secretaries 
were so deiective, that I had to go to see several of them to have 
them explained, and in most cases 1 had, hefore I could make my 
county report, to work up the district reports. 

The schools, everything considered, have done well I think. One 
trustee would work better in this county than three. 

The Teachers' Institute has improved the teachers, while the law 
is unpopular both with the teachers and people. 

The Institutes have to be held at times and places that make it 
inconvenient and expensive for the teachers to attend, and the 
teachers say they would prefer teaching twenty-two daj^s in the 
school-room. 

The people say it is hard enough to raise money to pay taxes to 
educate their children, and do not like the idea of paying anything 
to help educate the teachers. 

The commission question between the Boards of Education and our 
ex-sheriff, M. J. Hopkins, will be tried at our Spring Circuit Court. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES 07 THEIR- 0BRTIVI0ATE8. 



A W Ownbf. 



W H H Fletcher 1 

1. F. D. lV>wman 1 >I F Ballard. 

B. M. r.ritBth 4 William D Pate.. 



M J Bradlev 
T M Hiiwira. 



Ln.i" L Kustaiv 2 

K I) Haniia 3 

(J M Ball 3 Miss L M Samuels 

Ijewis line 

M F Adkins 

John T (iiifflth. 

Mii<s S li Ketfer. 

iw M >aii(ley 

LF Vickcrs 



J B Sli»'ppard 4 

H V Dunn 3 

Mim M J (iardoior 3 

Misn Alia A Harlew 3 

Miss II A II.»|»Kin>« 3 

MliuW A H.pkinH 3 

•Tohn T Biirfci.T 3 John Manmey 

TM Bowlc« 3 .John F Ball 

KM (Jriilith 3 Isaac P Williams 

It M C:mipt>ell 2 F CJamos (colored) 

MIssR I) Kclfer :J'A W Hammond 

11 V Dunn. 2 W S Hatfield 

8 Jl Campbell 2.1 W mpTHon 

C I* >t4)ver 3|r^an(ler Faster 

W B Chiipman 3 SamiHsrm Barton 

William Thomas 2jB I* ?*ale 

J BSavre liHM Br.mks 2 

BJiKaKtT 3 H F Bailey 1 



Mbis Anecline Anrres 1 

Mian A V Pixlcy v 1 



Miss Media Workman 2 



BRAXTON COUNTY.— Thaddeus G. Cutlip, Supt 

I submit my iinnnal report with the often repeated, thongh just 
complaint of County Superintendents, as to the incompleteness of the 
district reports, which makes it impossible ior me to compile mine 
void of imperfections. 

The reports of the secretaries to this office are nearly complete, ex- 
cept the report of the District of Kanawha — this is nearly correct. 
Much interest was manifested by the various boards in controlling the 
district affairs, financially. To attend to their duties as they should re- 
quires much time, and I recommend that the school law be so amend- 
ed as to allow the members of the board a liberal compensation for 
their services, and more interest will be taken — reports more correct, 
and their duties faithfully discharficcd. To dispense with the services 
of these officers is inconsistent. The harmonious working of the sys- 
tem is dependent upon them; therefore, they should be paid. To have 
the duties of their office faithfully performed, a remuneration com- 
mensurate with the labor should be allowed. 

I visited every school in the county, but one, and found them sup- 
plied with teachers, <]jenerally efficient, doing all in their power to 
promote the standard of education. The amendment to the school 
law requiriniij thirty-five per cent attendance, awoke the teachers and 
friends of education generally, from their lethargy, and every efTort 
was made to secure the proper attendance. 

The compulsory system of education has been agitated, but the 
county is too sparsely populated for this tyrannical system. The 
advocates claim that many parents, whose means are sufficient to 
furnish their children with books and other necessaries, and yet they 
exercise no desire to supply their wants or send them to school. 

I exercised every precaution to prevent the further use of books 
which wore not authorized by law. 
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The propriety of Teachers' Institutes is, by some, questioned. Not- 
withstanding all this, they are, if properly managed, one of the para- 
mount features of this wise and good system, the object being to bring 
about a uniformity in the art of teaching, and mutually furnish each 
other with the result of their experience, and discuss and present the 
best modes of teaching. 

The antagonistic disposition previously existing against the com- 
mon school system is rapidly wearing away, as the change for good is 
seen and acknowledged, it is a fact that where a community en- 
courages education, the people are virtuous and prosperous. 

Before I close, I must express my thanks to the citizens of Braxton 
for the hospitality they have shown me while visiting the schools 
under my charge. I feel proud of the successful working of the sys- 
tem, and believe the time is approaching when all will send their 
children to school, and lay the cumpulsory idea in the dust of fiction 
to be remembered only as a folly of the past. May the great scholas- 
tic work go on ever increasing till West Virginia shall occupy a prom- 
inent position among the proud educated States of this glorious re- 
public. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J W Hanna 


1 


LAP Friend 


1 


W H Jack 


1 


John S Garee 


2 


P L Curry 


2 


Joseph A Pierson 


2 


Scotl Nottingham 


1 


W SHanmer. 


1 


J W Humphreys 


1 


C W Ware 


2 


B F Hamrick 


3 


A M Frame 


3 


G C Squires 


2 


J FThaver 


2 


LSDiilers '^ 


V B Frame 


2 


R A Henderson 


3 


Joseph A Pearson 


ft 


StewiirtBird 


4 


E G Garee 


2 


E ^' (;utlip 


9 


J W Ftiend 


5 


S B Bowyer 


• 


R J Gibson 


3 


Newt Hamric 


2 


MFGibson 


1 


A Hamric 


3 


M F Dulfield 


4 


John Bender 


i) 


J R Rusmisel 


1 


8 S Stonstreet 


1 


J R Shock 


'} 


E V Frame 





D 8 Morton 


1 


G R Gibson 


2 


R A Henderson 


2 


Wni Kelly 


3 


L 8 Dillen 


2 


J R Denison 


3 


L J Berrv..* 


2 


J H Morrison 


3 


J W Friend 


4 


A M Frame 


2 


Wm H Greene 


1 


J F Hamric 


3 



J F Thayer 1 

John Bender i 

P C Roberts 2 

M F Duffield 3 

Joseph A Pierson 1 

J C Saulsbury 1 

iM Rose 2 

J M Stewart 2 

J G Piine 1 

S N Rollypon 3 

1. W R .Hyson 2 

M R Rollyson 2 

J P Rollyson.... 2 

S T Griffin 1 

CLEngle 1 

A. Hamric 8 

W E Raymond 3 

A J Saulsbury « 1 

G W Lewis (coiored) 5 

Mis I M Pierson 2 

Miss M A Pailey 2 

Miss M D Hall 1 

Miss M S Hammer 3 

Miss M E Havmond 3 

Miss M A Daily 1 

Miss I E Frame , 5 

viissMintie Singleton 2 

Uiss M K Dav 1 

Miss M EBirry 1 

Mrs C Bartlett 2 

Miss LJ Berry 4 

Miss A J Hay'mond 4 

Miss M S Hammer 2 

MissE M McCoy 2 

Miss A J Havmond 3 

MissM A Willoughby 4 

Miss J E Frame 3 

MissM M Bland 2 

Miss Annie Sprigg 2 

Mi>s E C Nixon 2 

Miss Ella I^,erry 3 

Miss Maggie Moore 3 

Miss L J Berry 3 

Mrs J A Willoughby 3 

Mrs C A Roberts "^ 
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BROOKE COUNTY.— George A. Baxter, Sup't 

in transmitting to you this, my first annual report, for the Free 
Schools of Brooke county, for the school year ending 1877-8, lam glad 
to be able to say that the past year has been one of steady progress and 
general prosperity in our schools. The Boards of Education, trustees, 
teachers and the people generally, have manifested a deep interest in the 
cause of education, and have made praiseworthy eflPorts to promote the 
efficiency and usefulness ot the schools. It is an encouraging fact, 
that though *4iard times'' have caused retrenchment in almost every 
branch of business, yet the progress of education has been satis&o- 
tory to all. 

One new school house has been contracted for in Crosscreek Dis- 
trict, and will bo completed by the first Monday in October. Several 
houses have been reseated with new and improved iron frame desks, 
and many other necessary improvements and repairs have been 
added. 

I visited every school at least twice during the session, and was 
well pleased with the good order, neatness, prompt and cheerful 
obedience, hard study and excellent scholarship lEanifested in almost 
every case. 

Oil my first visit I spent a day at each school, and did all in my 
power to make ray visit both profitable an'd pleasant to teacher and 
pupils, this was as soon as possible after the school term be^an. 
Towards the close of the session, I made a second visit, spending 
half a day with each school, and was very much gratified to find so 
great advancement in every respect. I was often accompanied by 
one or more trustees or patrons, and was everywhere met by warm 
and true hearted friends of education, who gave me a cordial wel- 
come, and many words of cheer. To the officers, teachers, pupils 
and citizens of the county, for their generous hospitality, I am under 
many obligations. 

Our county Teachers' Institute was well attended ; three-fourths of 
the teachers were present eight days. A foar days' session was held in 
Wellsburg, beginning January 2. at which Prof. Loos, of Bethany, 
W. Va ; Prof Andrews, of Steubenville, Ohio ; and Prof. Hervey, of 
Wheeling, W. Ya., were the principal instructors. The instructions 
were practical, and the lectures forcible and entertaining. The 
teachers all took a lively interest in these meetings ; and I am cer- 
tain that much good has been conferred on our schools through this 
instrumentality, especially in regard to uniformity in methods of 
instruction. 

One-day Institutes were held at different school houses through the 
county and were attended by large numbers of the citizens, who 
were favorably impressed with the work going on, and speaking for 
all interested, we trust the late act of our Legislature, relating to In- 
stitutes and teachers attendance upon the same, will add much to their 
interest, and result in great good to the cause of education in the 
State. 

It is a drawback on our school system that the law requires so much 
of our Boards of Education, and provides no recompense. Our 
officers should bo paid for every day they spend in attending to their 
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dtiti^, and the pay of the secretary of the board is altogether too 
meager. I^ot until this evil is rectified can we hope to get the right 
men in the right places, and have the work more faithfully attended 
td. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR OERTIFOATES. 



L B Miller 1 

Miss H EWoesteU 1 

I W Clemens 1 

H D Hessy 2 

SX Farrar 1 

Charles Kyle., ^ 1 

f&m^uel Barl|p[er 1 
Mrs C E Burt. 1 
S A Clark , 1 
Biggs 1 
M H Right 1 

aa; Snediker 1 

J^Co^ , 1 

Ifts A M DeVore , 1 

VtETaiTfc....... 1 

WA Mooney , 2 

W FUeryey 2 

JaxaeB Gib^n..., 1 

MfisS IS" Cochran 2 

MiasTrecia Hanlin 1 

Samuel McGlamphy 1 



James E Baxter 1 

J S Campbell 2 

A S Hunter 

Miss Lena Gibson 

Miss M Campbell 

John Gibson 

Harrie Heryey 

Miss E G Hunter - 

Miss Robe Wheeler 

Miss R B Anderson 

Miss J E. Smith 

Miss Racheal Lee 

Mrs C Sharp 

Mrs M C Anderson 

J F Cree 

Miss M J Cox 

J W Hindman 

C GGullett„ 

J M Reynolds ,„ 

James Hurdman 

John P Watt 



CABELL COUNTY.— D. L. Duncan, Sup't 

In ^submitting my third annual report, I take pleasure in stating 
that the general condition of the school interest of our county has 
biefen gradtially, but continually improving. 

Notwithstanding the financial pressure through which we are pass- 
ing, our noble and generous people have always voted for the levies ; 
arid in several of our districts, they have voluntarily extended the 
titoe of the schools, so that the average ot our school term has been 
between five and six months. 

The qualifications of our teachers are, year by year, improving , 
and the result is better management, and better methods of teaching 
in our schools. 

Our school officers have generally shown a disposition . so serve the 
pedple faithtully, and have succeeded in greatly improving the school 
hbtt^^ dnd school facilities of the county. 

The'Independent District of Huntington has recently built a neat- 
and domfortable school house, on the McCoy road, near the city. This 
gives the young and flourishing city of Huntington eight schools. 

In the town of Guyandotte, the Board of Education will soon 
hive' completed an excellent brick building, well located, well con- 
stfucted, and well arranged in all its appliances. 

The Board of Education of Grant District has erected a suitable 
fra'the* building, in the town of Milton, and established a district 
graded school. 

As 1 had the honor of teaching in this school, it does not become 
me to speak of its success, but I hope to see the day when the schools 
in the city of Huntington, and the towns of Guyandotte, Barbours- 
viUd arid Milton, shall all be reg:ularly arid strictly graded. "Without 
UTOtArtakihg to dis'cSuss the comparative advantages of graded schools, 
I may be allowed to express the opini6n thiat the idc^ai o^ ^^tq^ocl'^^sv^^^ 
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is tho strongest, and mosthoalthfal incentive that can be held out to 
the mind of a child, and that schools of this character iaraish the 
moans of somewhat higher education at home. 

But, tho most gratifying and encouraging item, that I have to re- 

Eort, is tho marked improvement in the interest felt and manifest^ 
y our citizens generally, in the matter of educating the rising gen- 
eration. This I regard tho most hopeful indication ; for no amount 
of legislation, nor of school facilities, can ever educate a people, un- 
less they themselves can bo made willing to receive it. 

Tho amendments to the school law, made at the last session of the 
Legislature were in the main, wise and salutary ; but, in my humble 
opinion, other changes need to 1)0 made. I would very modestly and 
humbly suggest a tow of tho dithculties that I think might be easily 
remedied. 

Ist. The financial accounts aro generally incorrectly kept, and 
incorrroctly reported. 1 do not think that this can ever bo effectually 
remedied, until the account of a whole county shall be kept on one set 
of books. This might be accomplished by making the County Super- 
intendent the county secretary, and having the district secretaries 
report to him monthly, in detail. 

2(1. r must renew my former suggestion, that the Legislature 
should make contracts with publishers for the text books, that are 
required to bo used in tho free schools of this State, at a specified 
price f:)r each book ; and it should be unlawful for any merchant or 
other person to receive, or require from any pupil of any free school 
of this State, more than the State contract price for any such book. 
This could be done without expense, and would save to the hard- 
working, poor people of our State, thousands of dollars annually. The 
publishing of the text books for a State is a "big thing," and the 
State is *'good pay." The publishers could afford to deliver the books, 
or keep them on deposit, at convenient points throughout the State, 
at loss prices than they charge the merchants at wholesale, and the 
agents could furnish them to the people at about one-halt of what they 
have heretofore been paying. 

3d. The neglect, or refusal on the part of parents and guardians to 
send their children and wards to school is probably the greatest of 
all the hindrances to the progress of free school education in the 
State ; and calls more imperatively, and more urgently upon the 
talent, the wisdom, and the skill of our legislators, than any other 
subject connected with our schools. 

4th. The school year should begin about the 1st of June, so that the 
levies could be laid more intelligently, and the assessor might extend 
them on his books, prior to the time for delivering them to the 
sheriff. 

5th. Outgoing school officers should be required to make the re- 
ports pertaining to their times of service. 

6th County Superintendents should be required to spend their 
whole time in official work. 

7th. Members of the Board of Education should be allowed a rea- 
sonable per diem compensation for their services-^— say J1.50 per day, 
for the time spent in actual attendance upon meetings of the Board, 
not to exceed twelve days in any one year. 
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8th. The enumeration of youth should be taten and verified by 
the trustees. 

9th. The County Board of Examiners should not be allowed to 
grant certificates inferior to grade No. 3. 

10th. The school law should be re-arranged, condensed and made 
so that it could be easily understood. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



HissMoUie Henderson 3 

MissN E Walton 3 

Miss Alice Daniels 2 

Miss Anna G Vandiver 1 

Miss F Emma Beubring 1 

Miss AM Tiernan 1 

MissHattie Abbott 1 

Miss Lizzie Stone 1 

Miss Emma 8wan 2 

Miss AM Sidebottom 2 

Miss Emma Blake 2 

Miss Emma McComas 2 

Miss Sallie Roberts 2 

Miss Emma L Wiseman 2 

Miss Rosa Miller 2 

MissEffieSayre 2 

Miss Lizzie Huxham 1 

Miss Mary M Johnson 1 

MissS Alice Hoflf. 1 

Miss Fannie R Morris 2 

Miss Sallie E Morris 2 

Miss Viola Robinson 3 

Mrs Addie Holderby 1 

Mrs S K Saunders 2 

Mrs Harriet Hall 2 

Rev JC Rece 1 

Rev L B Madison 2 

Rev V B Jones 2 

Rev John D Carter 2 

Dr C Morrison 1 

Dr J T Unseld 2 

LA Walton 3 

M H Miller 3 

Charles A Walton 3 

W S Peters (colored) 3 

Theodore Wilson (colored) » 2 

William F James (colored) 2 

TE Gardner ; 3 

George W McLaughlin 2 

R H Calaway (colored) 4 

W O Atkeson 2 



Isaac F Weed «... 2 

G W Priddy : 2 

W A Bishop 1 

A U Laidlev 2 

Samuel Eubank (colored) i 3 

L W Simpson 2 

M A Bias 2 

M 8 Bias 2 

G W McKendree 2 

D L Irvin 2 

James E Rose 8 

John Wigal 1 

John Turley 2 

D F Lemarr 2 

J F Herndon 2 

TB Summers 1 

E L Summers 2 

Thomas Dundas 1 

J R F Moseley 2 

JT Lackland 1 

Henderson Davis 1 

P H Childers 2 

D B Childers 8 

H J Baumgardner 2 

HF Melton 2 

George B Austin 2 

William C Bramblet 1 

S H Mossman 2 

R C Va?s 1 

M F Jordan « 2 

J F Lambert 2 

K T Phillips 1 

H L Garlic 8 

L A Braley 1 

W 8 Bece 2 

John J Rousey • 2 

James L Thornburg 1 

CE Roach (revoked) 8 

Ross Adkins 8 

W WGwinn 2 



CALHOUN COUNTY.— F. M. Ferrell, Supt. 

I hereby submit to you the annual report of the County Superin- 
tendent of Free Schools of Calhoun county, for the school year end- 
ing with the 31st of August, 1878. 

During the school year of 1877-8, the schools were generally 
taught to the satisfaction of patrons of the respective schools. There 
was a four-month school in most of the school districts. Some had 
mcfre, and some less, that is in one term. The whole cost of running 
the schools, there being 1,732 pupils, was $5,014.22, and the average cost 
per pupil was $2.31 ; average cost per pupil of all attending school, 
$4.00 ; average cost per pupil based on daily attendance, $5.70; whole 
number of months taught during the year, 150 ; average cost per month 
of running the schools of Calhoun, $33.41 ; the aggregate value of all 
Bchool property, $10,297.00, which is much below the first cost of the 
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school property of the county. There were thirtyTBi;c achool difi^bridauin 
th'c county at the beginning of the school year. J)iiringlhe(|>cbj^IyQftfi 
the Board of Education of Lee district created two new .districts flind 
the Board of Education of Sheridan, one, yet many of the 3istn^ 
(school) have only thirty-five or forty pupils, which makes it very 
hard'for the tax-payers to run a four months school in each schoql 
district. It is a great disadvantage to the successful working of tiie 
system, in the sparsely populated counties especially, to have too 
many school districts, that is districts with only thirty-five or forty 
pupils. The teachers complain that wages are too low, and the peo- 
ple, that taxes are too high ; yet the people do ail in their powor to 
support a four months school in each school district I think it 
would be a happy amendment to the school law, especially to Ubib 
thinly settled counties, if it it was so amended that there could, nnd^ 
no circumstances, be a school district formed with less than'':fifl^ 
youths between the ages of six and twenty-one years, without tb^ 
assent of the voters in the district in which the school district is 
sought to be created, and to be approved by the County Snperintepd- 
ent ; the creation of the school district not to afifect the school districto 
already created, that is not to reduce the number of youths in scliopl 
districts already formed below fifty. 

The financial condition of the five districts in the county is veiy 
fair as to the Teachers' Fund. They are each clear of debt, iina 
Washington, Lee and Centre report a balance from last year, in 
Washington the Board of Education was able to lower the rate of 
taxation for Teachers' Fund from fifty cents on the 8100 valuation to 
forty cents ; and for Building Fund from forty to thirty cents on the 
8100 valuation. In Centre the Board of Education was able to r^dc^ 
the rate of taxation for school purposes from fifty cents on the flOO 
valuation to forty-five cents. Lee and Shciidan have so barthened 
themselves with so great a number of school districts in proportion to 
their wealth that they will not be able to make any reduction of taxes 
either on School or Building Fund. 

The schools of the county are making steady progress. I visited 
each school in the county, remaining with many a day,and others np^ 
more than two hours. I conducted the Teachers' Institutes myseUT 
I held three in the county, aggregating thirteen days. 

The per cent, of those attending school was seventy-two of the 
whole number of youths entitled to attend school. The per cent, of 
daily attendance was fifty of the whole number of youths in the 
county entitled to attend school. 

TEACHERS AND QBADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



H A Wolverton 2|C W Ferrcll 1 

KF Marshal 3 W W Ogden 3 

Dorcas Ferrell 3 S K Cain 5 

Emma Knight 2 W M Bennett ^ 2 

V J Umstead 3 Retta DevJln 1 



Tilda Knight 3 

L H Tiippet 1 

A M Fairmont 3 

S A Ayers 1 

Ephriam Bee...^ 1 

W H Ayers 1 



James Dushy ^ 8 

W 8 Ferrell S 

Elliott Chenoworth 8 

S DMinney « 6 

Virginia J^del 8 

M. £Knott8 „ « 8 
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TEACHERS AlUJy QB^I>E& OP THEIR GEBTIFICATES— Con/imid(2. 



«« t:nT 



D Upton , 

J W Teterick. 

LSWitte 

C'J JilFerrell. 
A JS Heller 

flfw:p©tit 

WX? Mprks.... 

G Jolmson 

J'jO Clipstine.. 
H G Iiocknev. 
C A Walker... 
■ /\... • ■ ■ '. : • 



2 
2 
4 
3 
2 
^ 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 



P W Broflfey 

D W Knight 

RWHaU 

R F GhenowQcth.. 

D C Sturm 

Alertha Sturm 

T K Ferrell 

H C Goodkryht.... 

Rev. Haynes 

EUft Means 

J W Pell , 



ft 
2 
1 
2 
1 
S 



18 
8 
1 



CLAY COUNTY.— John Sands, Sup't 

The thing most to be regretted, that I see in regard to the fre^ 
schools, is a disposition not to profit by the many advantages oflTered 
by the school law ; although I don't doubt that a change in the school 
law in some instances would be better, I believe that a stricter ad- 
herence to the law as it is, would be far better than any change. 

The school law in regard to Teachers' Institutes will also do very 
well as it is, if it be properly carried through. I believe it can be 
made a success, and a great benefit. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR 0BRTIPI0ATE8. 



Sabre Fitzwater 3 

VWpeltNeil 4 

B.3rRog6r8 1 

C P Wilson 1 

SHAbhly 1 

AbAham Wilson 2 

n A Wilson: 2 

WIlfiamTHamric 2 

G W T Morton 2 

SL Morris 2 

J B Morris 1 

Alexander Summers 2 

JT-Moore 2 

L P Rogers 2 

JM'Grose 1 

Dciltotne Upton 1 



Mary J Weeks 2 

S Hall 1 

Scott Nottingham 1 

Oceola Nottingham 8 

Forsythe Stephenson 2 

Jasper Given 2 

Robert Chenoweth 8 

W W Ogden ^ 2 

Endora Carden 2 

RE Lesueur 2 

Charles F Walker 2 

Jacob Keith 8 

JB Nottinham 8 

Morgan STriplett 8 

Jasper Young l 



DODDKIDGE COUNTY— J. V. Blair, Supt 

I herewith transmit my annual report for the scholastic year end- 
ing August 31, 1878* The part thereof pertaining to finance is not 
altogether reliable, as I could not, after urgent effort and long delay, 
get cort-ect financial reports from the secretaries of the Boards of 
Education. 

Our schools are slowly growing in beauty and strength ; but the 
repeated reduction of teachers' salaries, especially for the higher 
^ades, has a tendency to withdraw from them the nurture and stim- 
ulant necessary to a healthy growth ; and if this reduction is pro- 
tracted from year to year, as in the past, the scholastic fruit that otner- 
wise would have matured and ripened, will knarl, take the "dry rot" 
apd fall to the ground unnutritious. The people do not recognize the 
fact, that in order to have first-class schools, first-class talent must be 
ejaployed; and that to keep first-class talent in the school room 
t^iiachiog must be made as lucrative as the Other pirofessionsi 
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A bigb Bcbool has been establisbed according to law in Central Dis- 
trict. A fine frame building snitable therefor, nas been erected, and 
a successful school of about six months, has been taught therein 
since its completion. 

Tiie school law, if I may be permitted to speak in regard to it now, 
docs not carry out the principle upon which the Free School systemis 
based. Our s^'stem of Free Schools is based, as I understand it, upon 
the broad and philanthrophic principle that the wealth of the State 
shoulrl educate the youths of the State, But this principle is not carried 
out under the present system of local levies. It is only partially so, 
and that is so far as the State tax of ten cents on the $100 valuation 
for /general school purposes, goes. In some of the pporer counties of 
the State, the Free Schools become oppressive, and tend to demoralize 
the system. It is often the case in such counties that the local levy 
has to bo laid to the extent of the law (fifty cents) in order toron the 
schools four months in the 3'ear, and drain the State School Fund, 
while in the wealthier counties the local levy is but a pittance. Is. 
this an equalization of taxation ? Is this the wealth of the State- 
educating the youths of the State ? I should think not, and were the 
people of the State to rise en masse and answer, that answer would be 
in the negative. We now plainly see that only one corner of the 
building we are erecting, rests upon the true foundation. 

The State School Fund should be increased until it is sufiScient to 
run the schools of the State not less than four months in the year, 
independent of local levies ; and then at the discretion of the voters 
of each school district, a local levy not to exceed twenty cents, might 
be permitted for the purpose of carrying the schools on longer, if so 
desired. This would be carrying out nearer the grand principle 
upon which the school system is based. This can be accomplished by 
levying a State tax of from twenty to twenty -five cents on the $100 
valuation, which can be regulated from year to year by the " Board 
of the School Fund. " I hope our Legislature the coming session, 
will consider this subject in its true light, and act accordingly. With 
a heart- felt desire to see our system of public instruction placed upon 
its true foundation, and a hope that our schools may become more, 
and more prosperous, I submit this report. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



-i« 



Henry Agh 1 

Mary A Schutte 1 

*LillieM Atkinson 1 

Thomas Shaw 1 

*Minnie E Martin 1 

S F Lowlher 1 

C H Davis 1 

M S Summers 2 

Camden Sommers 2 

James B Brenuan 2 

T P Douglass 2 

J P Freeman 2 

M 8 Hanes 2 

Annie V Weekly 2 

Hettie M Jeffrey 2 

♦Lizzie J Dutton 2 

Lizzie Hickman 2 

Ella Charter 2 



GenevraBee 8 

Claude Shannon 8 

BB Randall 8 

Garl Doak 8 

Henry Enlow 8 

Julia E Offutte 3 

ML Chidester 8 

John A Davis 8 

Havid A McLain 8 

Fannie McGill 8 

Mattie C Ehrette 8 

S G Zinn 8 

M F Hickman 8 

W A McLain 8 

R Atherton 8 

Mind^a Underwood 8 

J S Archbbld....... : 8 

Robert McLain a i 8 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES — Continued, 



F N Williams 2lM E McLain 3 



Jesse H Gain 2 

C L Polan \ 2 

J P Brand 2 

E L Davis 2 

F Herbert Smith 2 

Mays Jeffrey 2 

M W Davis 2 

Dixon Ash 2 

Mary A Strickling 2 

Vena M Potter 2 

A 8 Britton 3 

David Rose 3 

Penelope Powell 3 

Florence O Allen 3 

Lizzie JjEingfitt 3 

A J Gaskins 3 

Mary J Ripley 3 

Lizzie Southworth 3 



Thomas J Conley 3 

Charles A Charter 3 

John B Roberts 4 

John T. Morford 4 

JM Stutler 4 

JL fcrtradley 4 

*Flora M. Shepherd 4 

D E Stutler 4 

James E Strother 4 

Silas Smith 4 

M J Harbert 4 

Sila B Allen 4 

W P AUen 4 

Albert Strickling 4 

Charles F West 4 

Albert E Strickling 4 

Laura A Kinney 4 



'('Teachers from another State. 

FAYETTE COUNTY.— D. B. Easley, Supt 

In my experience with the Free Schools of West Virginia, I have 
found that the chief difficulty attending the successtul working of the 
Free School system, is incompetent Boards of Education. They are 
too often selected not for their qualification but from the fact that 
they are willing to serve, while no one else will; and they are too 
often induced to accept the office from the fact that there are men in 
every vicinity who are flattered by the thought of being elected to 
an office whether it be one of profit or not ; and thus men of this 
class are elected to this responsible position who after their induction 
into office become like Paul's heathen, "a law unto themselves," and 
the schools of their district suffer thereby; while in many cases men 
are elected who are good and honest men, and who conscientiously 
strive te perform the duties of their office, but who from want of edu- 
cation and the necessary business qualifications are wholly unable to 
perform their duties intelligently. The reason why school districts 
are so often behindhand in their financial affairs, is that there is no 
member of the board who can make the necessary calculations to 
keep the affairs of the district in a sound condition. As a remedy for 
this evil I would recommend that members of the Board of Education 
be appointed either by the State Superintendent of Schools or by the 
Governor, and that the county courts be required to recommend suit- 
able persons for such appointments; that they be allowed such com- 
pensation for their time and labor as will not make it burdensome 
either to themselves or the tax payers of their district, and to meet 
this extra expense, I would recommend the abolition of the office of 
County Superintendent, and the fund that is now used in paying 
their salary, would in my opinion, amply pay competent men, and 
men of education, for their services as members of the Board of 
Education. A President of the Board of Examiners whose duty it 
should be to make the necessary reports, and receive and distribute 
blanks would in my opinion accomplish as much good as is now ac- 
complished by the system of County Superintendents; and the salaries 
npw paid to the County Superintendents, would I think pay both the 
Boards of Edacation and the Fresideut of the Board of Sxamiaera. I 
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havo arrived at this conclusion after having served oneyear as County 
Superintendent of Free Schools, and I think a moments reflection wifi 
convince most men who have observed the working of our Free School 
system, that my conclusion is correct, at least as far as the abolition of 
the ofllice of County Superintendent is concerned. They are reqnired to' 
visit each school ut least once during the session, and I believe it is- 
not customary for them to make their visits more frequently than the 
law requires, oven if they come up to the requirements of law. 

The duration of these visits is from a few minutes to a half day, 
during which their custom as I have observed it, is to ask a few qoeA- 
tions with a view to puzzling the school, which usually are not 
answered even if the same questions would have been answer^ 
if asked by the teacher, and this is quite natural from the fiic^ 
that scholars are usually taught to look out for the County. 
Superintendent and to expect a mental castigatipn when he comes, 
and I am sorry to say they are frequently not disappointed on his 
arrival. The only other thing which I can see that they are 
empowered to do is to give the teachers advice which must be done 
privately, and as they do not wish to call the teacher from his scho61 
for this purpose it is most frequently not done at all, even if thought 
to be needed ; and there is a drawback to the good that might be ac- 
complished by this, which is that it frequently might be more 
effective if given by the teacher and taken by the County Stiper- 
intendent. 

Another difficulty under which the thinly settled , counties la'bor, is 
that owing to the low assessments of their wild lands and the lack of 
other pro])erty, a levy to the extent of the law will hardly eontintie 
their school for four months, while the thickly settled districts 
can by levying from ten to twenty cents on the one hundred dollars 
worth of property continue their schools for six and eight months. 

The result is to keep down the poor counties and build up the rich 
ones. A uniform state tax sufficient to maintain the schools entirely • 
as a State Institution would remedy this defect and provide a more 
eflScient system of education without being burdensome to the people. 

The system of Teachers' Institutes will (I think) in time be produc- 
tive of much good, but it is but imperfectly organized at present. 

In my own county I have found it impossible to hold County Insti-^ 
tutes and require all teachers to attend, owing to the reduction of' 
their wages to a mere pittance. I am satisfied that they cannot af- 
ford under the present wages to pay their expenses and attend an 
Institute at a distance from their homes, and [so have permitted 
the organization of District Institutes, so that all can attend Without 
any considerable expense, but I am satisfied that the proper plaii 
would be for the County Superintendent and Board of Examiners to 
hold an Institute at the commencement of the school year, to con- 
tinue for eight days and at the end of which hold their examinati6n, 
thus they could better judge of the qualifications of the applicants 
and in my opinion more good could be derived from an Institute so 
held. 

Much more could doubtless be said, and in an abler manner con- 
cerning the defects of our present school law and something perhapll' 
in its praise; but the foregoing is no dotibt suffldent of the kind.' 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



W A Amick 2 

Miss Lizzie C. Bates 1 

Miss Mollie Brow u 1 

G W Bowers 2 

C A Bryant 2 

Wm F Boone 3 

J A Boone 3 

J H Burdett 3 

George J Bennett 3 

J C Cavendisli 1 

A F Crookshanks 2 

A A Cavendish ; 4 

Milton Curtis 2 

S M Campbell 2 

J R Calloway 2 

Miss M J Cavendish 2 

Miss ME Dews 1 

Miss N J Dews 2 

A R Dickerson 1 

O A Darlington 2 

JH Dunn 2 

H C Dietz 2 

J A Eary 2 

TE Edwards 1 

W J Fair 1 

J R Ford 2 

Miss E J Flanagan 3 

L C Fishback 1 

George D Haynes 2 

G F Henry 1 

MissSM Hagerman 1 

Miss N C Hendrick 1 

M F Henry 2 



J C H»ll 2 

AHanna 1 

RHanna 2 

Alexander James (colored) 3 

WM Miller 2 

M T Moore 2 

John RMoNutt 1 

RFMosely 1 

N O McCutcheon .#. 2 

Mrs Emma McCutcheon 2 

F C McVey 8 

H Pearson 2 

S P Pearis 1 

\V UKenick 3 

Miss S Roles 2 

Wm Ross (colored) 1 

HBRice (colored) 2 

RBSettle 2 

a J Tucker '1 

r S Thurmond 2 

R W Tench 2 

M D Walker 2 

A C Williams 2 

LM Woolwine 2 

C A Walker 3 

J M Williams 3 

S J Woods 2 

Mrs M A Wristen 2 

A T White 3 

Mexico Van Pelt 2 

Miss Virginia Young 1 

J H Young 1 



GILMER COUNTY.— John S. Withers, SupX 



I herewith transmit you my first annual report of Free Schools for 
Gilmer county. 

I have delayed it until this late hour hoping to be able by doing 
so, to give you a full and correct report of my county. The reports 
of some of the secretaries have been changed and rechanged, but in 
spite of the time consumed in making out these reports, they are so 
incomplete that it is impossible for me to make you any other than 
to some extent a faulty report. 

The financial report especially, is unsatisfactory. It appears from 
the books of all the secretaries, that there has been no complete set- 
tlement with the sheriff of this county for any year since about 1874. 
There appears to be no balance either charged or credited to the sheriff 
at the beginning of any school year since the time I have indicated. 
We are now however, trying to settle up and close these complicated 
accounts, and hope by next year to give a correct report from this 
county. 

With the exception I have mentioned the school system is work- 
ing well. We have fifty-five comfortable school houses, most of 
which are tolerably well seated. 

The Branch Normal School, of Glenville, has done much towards 
improvined the grade of teachers in this county in the last few years, 
and our teachers as a class, are second to no body of teachers in any 
rural county in the State. 

The daily average attendance of the Independent District school of 
Glenville during this year, has been comparatively light which was 
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in a great measuro owing to the fact that many of the puph 
attendod the Normal School under State appointments and othei. 
wIho. 

This year I held Institutes in tlie various districts of the county, 
which were reasonably well attended considering this was the fint 
year of their introduction into the county. I consider however, 
that County Institutes arc preferable, and next year I will ado]Vt 
tlioni instead. 

TEACIIEKS AND GRADES OF THBIR CERTIFICATES. 



r.I Hurdott '1 OC :McQ!ir.it] 

1' W Urully 2 H W .'limloHa 

K ••' W nh 1 Miss Bi.Mv AicDor.ai.i 

S {', liiirk 4 Honry N JK 

^\ J IJurr 1 Ja«|»<'r 'Nmtir 

M'-> Kinina Uraniian 2 Mclvillo Ki.iherfuM 

M-:.-s ■llaF Braniian 1 .S F lii'LU.- 

.'.11. j( > < ■ ■Ulna 7) A J ]: vmer 

I> .J ■ . ir-rlv IJ.Fo'.i-. 11 .Shock 

i;ili-,tt Cliiniiowith 2 T V f?!.«Kk 

Miss Marv (.'aiher 2.111 rSi^iles , 

II I. Davis 2G.T6iack 

J C KuKlc 4 WS Stump 

Thoiiii's (JiJlooly o A W Stalnakcr , 

M-ii(»r Jfiirst 5 Mis3 Lucv J Stout 

(.'iuirlcH 11 Ilolt l.Miss Sophie Springston «. 

S W Haiisou liA.I Woofter 

A B Harris l!c F West 

:!.ss U E Hays 3'John Wangh 

Mi-s ili'dclia Kenny 5;ll A Witliers 

(J F Law 2jJacol) Weaver 

W ?.L Mayhew • 2lMis8 Emma Withers 
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GEAJSIT COUJSTTY.— Edward F. Yossler. 

Again I must preface my annual report with a prayer to exciue 
the dehiy of its return. Griadly would I have sent it, as I ought, a 
month ago, could I have sooner collected the many items needed for 
its completion. Again the authorities of the Harmon Independent 
School District have been the derelicts. Their report reached me 
only a few days ago. I believe, however, the report to be substan- 
tially correct and complete. To one who, like myself, has been well 
acquainted with the public school system of this county since 1866, 
it is full of instruction and bright promises. 

I honestly believe that we have now better school houses, more and 
better teachers, at less cost, than ever before. Not that either our 
houses or instructors are so much to bo proud of, and not but that the 
field for improvement is vast and its cultivation only fairly begun — 
but when I mentally compare the schools of ten years ago with those 
of tlie present time, I certainly think there is much cause for thank- 
fulness and hope. At the same time we have also had move grumbling 
and carping at our public schools during the school year just past, 
than ever before, not only by those who are determined to see no 
good in general education, but also by those who heretofore professed 
to be friendly to the system. The cause is perhaps the present gen- 
eral cry of "hard times," the proverbial disposition of farming popu- 
lations to complain, and the change of the law in relation to Teaehera 
Institutes. The feature of the law allowing teachers j)ay for their 
aUendanee at Institutes, has in this county raised much opposition 
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to Froe Schools, and many threaten to vote them down as soon as it 
"will be in their power. !No arguments can convince such opposition, 
"but it ought to convince our law-makers that as long as it is in the 
power of every district annually to vote down the schools, the edu- 
cation of the youth of our State is on the most precarious footing, and 
tbat it is unreasonable to expect much from an institution thus 

- Bituated. Wo may have good school houses, but the most important 
&cf'Or in our educational system, the teacher, will and must be inferior 

^ "while our schools employ him but four months per year, and are 
• themselves liable to bo wiped out of existence by every whim of the 

_, community. Lot us have the manhood either to put our educational 
system on a safe and permanent foundation, or to abolish it 

; altogether. 

r . Organization. — For school purposes. Grant county is divided into 

three districts, and two independent districts, and the former sub- 

, divided into thirty-nine sub-districts. In them two graded and forty- 

, one common schools were last year taught in lorty-two school houses, 

fc- of which eighteen were log-houses. $322.00, is the average value 

/ and $13,531.00 the aggregate value of our school houses. 

* Enumeration. — We have one thousand seven hundred and seventy 
\.- youths of school age, of which one hundred and twenty-eight are 

colored, and of these sixty-six per cent, attended school, but the 
£ average attendance, is only forty-one and a half per cent of the 
r enurmeration. 

' Teachers. — We employed forty-four teachers, of which eight females 

!; and three males are colored. They taught in all one hundred and 

seventy months, or three and six-sevenths months in the districts, and 

six months in the Independent Districts, at an average monthly 

• salary of $31.25; or $33.14 for white males and $29.22 for white 
females, and $22.75 for colored teachers. Of these six received No. 
1 ; thirteen No. 2 ; seventeen No. 3; five No. 4 ; and two No. 5 certifi- 

' cates. 

Cost of Schools. — Nearly twenty cents is the average levy for 
teachers and a little over thirteen cents for the Building Fund. The 
school houses, one a two story brick, are now being erected. In the 
latter is higher this year, because in the Independent Districts two 
districts alone, the buildinp^ levy averages but five cents. The total 
cost of our forty-three schools is $5,386.89 or an average of $122.36 per 
teacher. If of this is deducted the average price of boarding, the expen- 
ses of attending examinations and Institutes, it will be seen that the 
Grant county teacher receives not quite one dollar per day for his 

work. 

The cost of education per pupil is smallest in Milroy District ($5.77) 
next lowest is Grant ($6.36), then Union ($9.00), then Harmon's 
Independent School Difitrict ($11.49), and highest in the Petersburg 
Independent School District ($12.45). The two latter having six 
months schools. Average for the whole county $7.30. 

In pursuance of section thirty of the school law, a County Insti- 
tute was held on the 17th of December, at Maysville, which was well 
attended, and for a first effort remarkably successful. A thorough 
organization was had, aU the branches required to be taught by the 
school law well reviewed, their teaching explained and illustratAd., 
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and the evening sessions devoted to essays, orations and dedamatioDB. 

A onC'WCQk' » Peabody Institute was held from the 5tlitiU the 10th of 
of Auiriist, at Petersburg, which I was unable to attend, but which I 
undorr^iiiml was fairly successful, though not to well attended by the 
tcfl'-liors of the northern and western sections of this county. 
1" Following that, a one months Xormal School was conducted at 
Maysville, by the members of the Board of Examiners, Messrs. 
Davis and Cassaday, and met with good success and had a tair 
attendance. 

These I nstitutes answer well the purpose of educating the great 
majority of our teachers, who are unable to attend other than our 
primary schools. They elevate their standing, increase their ef- 
Hciency and make and keep alive that professional spirit so necessary 
to success in any calling. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Miss Jane (.' Allen 2 3 B McNemar 3 

MissMury A Allen 2 Rev G A Maston (colored) -....'.**.*.*. 8 

J W Bcrgcl«»ll 4 A S Mich" f*] 2 

Theodcire Clifford (colored) 4 Miss Jessio Miles ][[[" 3 

Alexander (Niber 2 A Neumann 3 

.lohn A W Dyer 2 Charles Nine '..".' 3 

k^ X^ ^t'^t LaBvasaaaaaaB******************************************! X V^vl U^ 11 U9 X SLl «SI|£U9a aaaaaaaaaaaaaa aaaaaa ■• «•• aaaaaaaBH ••• 1 

James Folov 1 John Roudcbusch .* 2 

Miss K (Jumble 2 Genrge W Shirk "" 3 

Mi<sLibbic Harris 1 JT .Shillingburg ".. 3 

iRaac Hedrick 3\Toscph C Shobc \ 4 

DI Ilendrickson 2' Jacob Siever ' " 3 

J W Hilleary 3'Charles W Sites [",""] 3 

Jonathan Hiier „ 3James S Snodgrass *" 3 

W P HoIIen 3 Philip BLouder '.'.'."'.Z 5 

James L Holt I'Miss Jennie Startzman " 3 

Jacob (' Judy 2!Wm B Strother ." 3 

W H Kent (colored) i 5 W F Tucker .'.*!"'. 2 

Miss A W Kuykendall 2 Georjjce \V Underwood „ "*." 4 

Miss Marion I^kin 2 James M Wease 1!!.!'.!!! 4 

Thomas J Lemon 1 Dennis Weiuier * ' 3 

Wm M Lyon 31 

GEEENBEIEE COUNTY.— Thomas H. Dennis, Sup't. 

I have the honor ot submitting my annual report of the condition 
and working of the free schools of Greenbrier county, for the year 
ending August 31, 1878. I cannot claim that my report is correct in 
all respects, but it is as nearly so as I can make it from the data on 
which it is based. I think the State Superintendent would do well to 
enlarge and make more minute and particular the directions to be ob- 
served by the district secretaries in making their reports, for often 
the secretaries are inexperienced and do not understand the forms 
given them. The new Boards of Education, that came into ofiSce at 
the beginning of the year, saw fit to turn out all the old secretaries 
and put in others, who for the most part, were altogether unfamiliar 
with the duties of the oflSce. The result is that I have but few re- 
ports from the secretaries on which T can rely, and but one or two 
that 1 regard as correct in all respects. The now secretaries are 
however, faithful and attentive to their duties, and with experience, 
will make very efficient officers. The present sheriff settled his ac- 
counts with the various Boards of Education, within the time prescrib- 
ed by law, and so far as his accounts are concerned there has been no 
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trouble. The difficulty was, that the secretaries did not seem to know 
the condition of the old sheriff's accounts with their respective 
boards. 

I visited during the year the schools of every district in the county, 
but two. Our schools have been well attended, making a daily aver- 
age of one thousand six hundred and forty-three, against one thousand 
four hundred and eleven the year before, aud that too though there 
were no schools in the Meadow Bluff District, which in respect to its 
number of youth, is the second district in the county. Our teachers 
though working on reduced wages, have generally been faithful and 
efficient. But few of our school have been closed by reason of a 
failure on the part of the teacher to make the necessary thirty-five 
per cent required by the law. In the Independent District of Lewis- 
burg the schools were in operation nine months ; in the Lewisburg 
District, six, and generally through the county, four months. In the 
Lewisburg Independent District a large and commodious two-story 
brick house was completed at a cost of $4,000.00, and five other new 
school houses were built in the county. 

There were no schools in the Meadow Bluff District during the 
year, the people having voted down the levy. There is much op- 
position to the free school system in Meadow Bluff and Anthony's 
Creek Districts. This is owing to the fact that the schools cannot be 
kept up in these two districts, even for the usual four months, with- 
out such a tax as the people are unwilling to bear. In these districts 
the amount of taxable property is comparatively small. 

The Teachers' Institute has been well attended, and I feel assured 
has had a good effect in stimulating the teachere, and raising the 
standard of scholarship among them. The law requiring teachers to 
attend the Institute is hartily approved of by a great majority of the 
teachers of this county, and I consider this one of the best amend- 
ments yet made to our school law. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



A J livesay 2 

Edgar Rucker 2 

WlIBell (colored) 2 

John R Bradley (colored) 2 

Annie E HerroD (colored) 2 

George J Bennell 3 

CNCoffman 3 

C H Hanua 3 

A K Dyzard 3 

Eliza A Cr..igh 3 

Mary E Butcher 8 

S GArinentroul 2 

Minnie R Morris 2 

James B Dearing 2 

J L JjOudermilk 2 

Nannie Ramsburger 2 

Mattie W Cooper 2 

H E Beckner 2 

CE Ellis 2 

W P Ott 2 

J S Walker 2 

James T Rucker 2 

H J James 2 

S I Alderson 2 

M W Walton 2 

W F Butcher 2 

Annie E3 Baker 2 

HC Nicholas 2 

George W Law % 



E G Brownlee 

James H Derring 

M L Hurley 

Harvey Lewis 

L W Bowers , 

George J Thompson 

CW Walton 

J W Hinkle 

George W McClung 

Mary E Brownlee 

E O Huflf. 

W A Frantz 

JC McClure 

W T Mann 

JMCorroll 

B T Hodge 

P B Harrah 

M G Myles 

JWClaypool ;.... 

J W McDowell 

A M Matics 

William Vanstavern 

FannioRHanna 

L J WiUiams 

George H Throop 

E H Moore 

G K Nelson 

SBMOler 2- 

A W SuUth... 2 
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TEACnERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES'^ ConfmUfld. 

D M Flrnhmnn 3]JN Baylor 4 

lAura Itansbuncer 8 G W DeskiDS (colored) 4 

TteitU* HoynoMs 3'A S Lewis (colored) 4 

C K Tlionipjwn 3 Lizzie J Lewis (colored) « 4 

PB P»ttoii 3 Charles A Watts State certificate 

Thonia'4 (J Mann Sdeorge W Knapp .....State ceitificate 

Wlllhim Dt'itz 3,AC Hurford 8tote certificate 

Jaiin-s V Bvrd 3 J PThoraasson State certificate 

David W Avrrs 3 A JMcD. Browning ...Stale certificate 

Pharlps B Il.-irrold 3' Jaa F Clark ...State certificate 

E <» AMoniian 3'Fannie McCJlamery State certificate 

RE Kpvs (colored) 3,Wra D Ayres State certificate 

D A R'>liin!M)n (colort'd) 3'BF Humphreys State ccriificate 

A .1 H Crawford 3 8 L Kmith „ State certificate 

B T Pf>rkiiis (cjlorcd) 3:Lizzie Arbuckle ...Normal diploma 

DL Hoid 4,Howard Rolls ....Ins. certificate 

J H Walton 4' __^ 

HAMPSHIRE COU]STY.— H. B. Gilkeson, Sup't 

I think I can say for our schools that they are improving. I have 
had associated with me on the Board of Examiners two gentleman 
fiiliy qualified for their work and faithful in the discharge of their 
duties. 

Upon entering upon our duties we felt that the standard of our 
schools should bo raised, and arranged our examinations with that end 
in view ; and while we may have fewer of the higher grades of cer- 
tificates than heretofore, we have a corps of teachers quite as compe- 
tent, and such as will compare favorably I have no doubt, with those 
of the others counties. They with a few exceptions, are improving 
themselves, and there is a growing disposition among them to pre- 
pare themselves for teachers. They find that they can afford to pay 
more attention to those things that fit them for their work. 

I visited during the session nearly every school in the county, 
spending generally two or three hours at each one, I found them 
with a few exceptions, in good condition and working smoothly. 

In my visits I enquire into the teachers, method ot teaching the 
branches taught, &c., and give teacher and pupils such advice as I 
deemed necessary. I usually gave the pupils an examination and look 
after the welfare of the school generally. I find that the district of- 
ficers as a general rule take too little interest in the schools, we could 
expects better results if officers and patrons would visit their schools 
more frequently, and thus encourage the teachers and pupils. 

As the Teaherg Institute is a new institution, we perhaps failed to 
to derive the benefits from it that it is well calculated to aflFbrd and 
which we hope to derive in the future. I belive, however, that our 
teachers, some of them at least, were greatly benefited by the Insti- 
tute of last winter. The bringing of teachers together upon such 
occasions where they have an opportunity of comparing views on the 
subjects they teach, and of exchanging ideas, must necessarily be an 
advantage to those who desire to learn and to profit by the ex- 
peri nence of others. 

Our plan has been a full and free discussion of each branch 
taught in our primary schools, according to a regular programme 
with essays on subjects conected with these branches. 

I regret to say that a great many of our school houses are not 
well suited for the purposes for which they are used. They are 
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not well ventilated, a matter of the very first importance. Very 
little attention has been paid to the comfort of the pupils in the con- 
struction and arrangement of the decks and seats. A number of the 
rooms are too small. 

Much more could be said which I will reserve for another time. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

James E Elrick 3' James C Sbanboltz 8 

Herman A Meyer 2 1 W McDowell 4 

Miss Elizabeth Todd SjJobnL Ridenour .-. 4 

Frank P Loy 3!James PNleales 5 

Diniel M Shawen 3!R S Pettit 8 



Cbarles M Pultz 3 

AH Fownall 5 

Miss Martha Grace .' 3 

Miss Mary Dailey 2 

William C Parsons „ 4 

Thomas J Kelley 4 

Warner T High 3 

J Walker Pultz 2 

Samueljl Kreamer 3 

A B Poling 2 

J WShull ; 3 

Charles A Read 1 

Thomas G Pownall •. 4 

I F Powelson 3 



George W Lee 4 

Alexander Cowgill 2 

Henry Foltz 4 

John Mclntyre 8 

Noah W Haines 4 

B WShanholtzer 2 

John W Hockman 2 

E A Mclntyre 2 

George A Holt 2 

Charles N Hiett 1 

Robert liiley 4 

W Eichelberger 1 

James R Riley 4 

James W McAboy 5 



Miss I Lee Hagan 211 WLeathermap 2 

James T Doyle 3 J G Ruckman 5 



A C Kreamer 4 

John W Cooper 1 

Benjamin J Powell 3 



Miss Sallie Mitchell 8 

John A McBrlde 5 

ThomasL Dicken 8 



J A H Swisher 4iJohn A Risinger 5 

Henry W Roles (colored) 4|BF Carter 4 

William J Doman 3 Li) Purgitt 5 



Julius LHousbolder 3 

Miss Ida Harford 2 

J H Gore 1 

D W Pugh 4 

LH Henderson 3 

Miss Lizzie Keckley 2 

Miss Bertie Kelsoe , 2i 

J F Tutwiler 2 

Thomas D Pugh 3 

L C Carter 3 



Miss Lavinia Anderson 2 

J W Saum 

BFMaphis 

Avolon Rinker ..... 

H T Wirgman 

John Taylor Graduate Normal School 

Miss Jennie Vaudiver, Graduate Normal School 
Charles Poland. " ** •' ... 

Miss Addle Swisher " " *• ... 



HAKCOCK COUNTY— y. B. Bernard, Sup't 

In submitting to you my first annual report for the Public Schools 
of Hancock County, I feel that I have given as correct a statement, 
as it was possible for me to make, from the reports furnished me. I 
visited all of the schools last winter, and with a single exception, 
found them in a prosperous condition. The teachers all seemed fully 
capable of performing their duties successfully. 

All of our schools were in operation six moiiths, except in Clay 
District, where they were in operation seven months. 

Within the school year just closed, Grant and Poe Districts, have 
each erected a good school house. The building erected at Fairview, 
in Poe District, is a fine one, containing four rooms, and cost about 
$4,000. With one or two exceptions the school houses throughout 
the count}' are in good condition. As to Institutes, I can make as 
good a report as for any other part of the school work. We held the 
session in Fairview, the county-seat, had a full attendance of teachers 
and a lively interest was manifested by all. I fully endorse the work 
of the Teaheer's Institute. And for the good of the schools and 
teachers, I earnestly hope it may ever remain a part of the Free 
School System. 



24 FREE SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



W Logan 2FloraB Harper 

Marion Moore 2 Jennie K Kerr 

W JJIufl. 1 Bollc Morrow 

W C Yi.lton 1 Klla Bums 

P F.Trine - 2 W B Stewart 

Jus M Le.' 1 L B Miller 

J W ChrisUir 2 Radie Foreman 

Jiispor Whiiier 2 E D Marshall 

W B .Sw«irinj;»;n 1AM Jackson 

Nannii; U CHiiierun I'Wilson McDonald., 

W J Ijtv- 2C BMcCabe 

Radio L ».;'4M>ut 3 J Lin(l>a>' 

Chus (Jiiliott 3 JS Gallaher 

Ella A ('rcsHwell 1 (K*or};e ASnowden. 

W () CillihiiKl 4 S Shipley 

Zc^mi V ('aiiipl>ell 2 lA/.zie A Holland... 

JosieA Wylie 2 J P Watt 

D W Wylie 3 Emma McDonald.. 

liizzie i:.Ji«! 1 LSBambrick 

Mollie ThoniiMjon 2 J H Sharp , 

Benin I' Wylie 2HFEarsman 

Julia Shun l>l'j 3; 



HARDY COUNTY— L. T. Hoover, Sup't 

I am gratified to note in my report some increase in attendance, 
which is yet far from being what it ought to be. The indifference of 
some of our people to education, is deplorable. 

The schools, generally, were very satisfactory, making some allow- 
ance for chronic grumbling. 

Tiie present system of "Teachers Institute" is exceedingly unpo- 
pular in this county, and it is to bo hoped that some change will be 
made in the law this winter; it will bo practically inoperative this 
year. 

Who furnishes the "well-bound book" required to be kept by sec- 
tion 56, school law? I found none in this oflSce. I think there should 
be a contingent fund provided for the office of County Superintend- 
ant to cover stationery, postage, etc. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



M J Ix)ckard 3 Laura Gamble S 

; 



George A Maston SJJas M May 4 

Wm Fields 5 Siram May 8 



John E Wilson 3 



L DCliflbid 3 W J Foltz S 



Jolin R Hawse S 



J W Pope 3'Mr8C Chambers S 

F G Jocob 3 Sidlio C Chambers S 

N C Heishman 3jM Tharpe 4 

H R Orndorff. 3 J A Newhouse S 

LC Everly 3 Jennie Frederick S 



J H Orndorff. 3 

M E iMiJler 3 



Etta R Wilson 8 

W M Nihiser 8 



D B Haines 3.M Cowger 8 

A Walker 3 J R Baker 8 

A B Jenkins 3:v S Wise 8 

Joseph May 3;J L Snaw 4 

Wm May 3 A F Ludwig 8 

G W Cullers 3:J W Haines 8 

W VP May 3 Alice L Rinker 3 

B W Chrisman 1 J W Dasher 8 

Annie Ketzer 2 P II Snaw 8 

Bettie (ramble 2 J \v Koontz 1 

Comfort Lobb 3A L Marshall 8 

Bettie Tilden liA C Goarhart 1 



Jacob Brittingham 1 

P B Souder 3 



Jas M Coburn 4 

JdoS Gamble 8 
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HAKKISON COUNTY.— J. JR. Adams, Sup't. 

1 have the honor to submit to you the annual report of the con- 
dition of Free Schools in Harrison county, for the school year end- 
ing August 31, 1878. 

This report is not what I wish it to be, but it is the best I could do 
under the circumstances. I am of opinion that a change with re- 
gard to your present system of reports is needed. I will make this 
suggestion, that secretaries be released from making the annual re- 
port now required by law ; also from publishing an abstract of the 
meetings of the Board of Education, as required in section eight, which 
is seldom done, and where done as seldom read ; and instead thereof, 
be required to furnish to county superintendents an abstract of said 
meetings, within a specified time after each meeting, together 
with teachers term register, and such other reports as may be made 
to the board. That the county superintendents be required to 
keep a record of these reports, and also be made a necessary 
party to all settlements made between the sheriff or collector 
and the several school boards. That he be required to keep an 
account between the sheriff and the several Boards of Education, 
and to make from these records and settlements his annual report to 
the State Superintendent. 

I will also suggest that the trustees be released from making the 
report provided for in section twenty. The Board of Education 
can collect the necessary information without any additional trouble. 
The president of the board can in his annual visits to the school 
houses ascertain the increased or decreased value of all school prop- 
erty. 

So far as my experience goes, the trustees' report, for any practical 
purpose, is not worth the paper upon which it is printed. 1 am of 
opinion that members of Boards of ^Education ought to be allowed a 
fair compensation for their services; and that the secretary ought to 
be allowed each year a salary not to exceed $25.00. 

The law with regard to Institutes, operates well in this county. 
Our Institutes have been a successs. Our teachers take an interest 
in them. Our people appreciate them. There can be no doubt that 
wherever they are properly conducted, they will add to the interest 
and prosperity of schools. It is to be hoped that the law in this re- 
spect will not be repealed. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Nellie Barnes 2 

Mai'cellas Blair 2 

Amos Briaht 1 

John H Burns 1 

I C Bishop ^ 2 

Lummie Bassell 1 

Mattie Bassell « 1 

J MMBenedum 1 

.John PBoggcss 2 

J H Bcnedum ^ 2 

WmC BaUey 4 

Lewis S Bailey 3 

Sarah Bowen 1 

Lueetta J Brake 3 



JiSWisB Conely 2 RMOrr 



A Lango 4 

J C Lawson 1 

E W LawsoD 2 

LC Lawson 2 

P M Long 2 

Delia Martin 2 

J P McOormack 1 

Robert B Martin 3 

Emma McCormack 4 

Theodore W Martin 3 

E E Mercer 2 

W A Northcott 1 

Ada Northcott 2 

G C Norman 3 
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TBACHEBS AMD GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— CbflltmiAl 



M*»unifjCoDley 2 

J !■: <'urry 2 

A T <;< nlpr 2 

S A OivalltT 2 

K M r'niiniiighnm 4 

.1 I- :':r»iK 1 

OilH <'<mf 2 

MlMml A Dunn 2 

y M Diivh 1 

K y I)HViHH:iD 1 

C A J>oiihHiii 1 

.1 1* I).|.I«W»I1 1 

Kliiion; M DavituMm 2 

J W DuvlKn-m 2 

J M DuvisMon 2 

Nh"Iii1 Kvcrett 1 

K K KIb 2 

Win N IMncll 3 

hiDUi i-'urxcraoii 4 

•Iiicnl* L Krerniau 1 

A .1 Floyd 1 

J W KluniicKan 3 

Julri I] (irimnley 1 

iiiHt C (iabbert 3 

David D (Jarrott 1 

Jlrleii V Jlolden 2 

Albntllofl 2 

h D Jlall 1 

j*et('r Ifniiiniond 1 

CIi:iH C II(^dge8 2 

<}is» W IliitaoD 2 

Ji'HMc Ilanimh 4 

,1 U llulmick 3 

M A IIoIdiMi 1 

Thoinaa llawkcr 2 

() T Hannford 1 

John S HuMtoad 3 

Cha» 11 Holden 2 

W IJ lliitson 3 

W BJonoi*, (colored) 3 

John Johnston 1 

H K Jacob 2 

Alexander Kuhn 2 

J rf Kile , 2 

Geo M Kile f 3 



F G Orr % 

Thomas Patton I 

M L Patterson -...,^...... 1 

B B Pew ...._2 

J L Parish l 

Loretta Pepper ^ ^.... 1 

IS Piggott 1 

F M PIggott S 

Geo L Piggott ^...„. 1 

Charles Qncen ^^ S 

W CRymer l 

Burton D Bose « ^ i 

Hugh Bomine.^ ^ „ S 

Thaddeas Bobinson ». „.. 1 

T F Komine....- _. I 

John E. Bomine. ^. I 

Julia Smith ^ S 

Bertha B Stout l 

J M Stutler _ 8 

MoUie Swisher. 2 

Ella Short 2 

John Shore ^ ^. 2 

T L Sturm ^. S 

A FSaterfield ^.. S 

H A Swlger... 2 

J M Simon„ „,. S 

W 8 Sharp S 

CA WSheeley S 

G W Swiger _. i 

E C Tetrick 1 

Daemerit Umbell 1 

J W Vandevort 1 

J L Vincent 2 

Thos L Wright. I 

JN Wilkerson l 

Willie B Williams 2 

S G Wadsworth 2 

a W Williams 1 

J W Wilson 2 

Lewis C Wadsworth 8 

Laura A Whitmore 1 

George Washington (colored) 4 

WB Wilkinson 2 



JACKSON COUNTY— E. H. Hughes, Sup't 

In accordance with the requirements of the school law, 1 herewith 
submit the annual report of the schools of Jackson county, for the 
school year ending August 31st, 1878. And while it is imperfect in 
sonic of the details, owing to the difficulty of getting complete re- 
ports from the districts, yet we think that in the main, it is correct. 
In addition to the statements in the report proper, I desire to say 
that our schools are in good condition. We have good teachers and 
our citizens endeavor to retain such only, which makes it an object for 
teachers to qualify themselves thoroughly for their duties. The laBt 
year has been one of marked improvement in the condition of our 
schools, and in the qualifications of the teachers, who are diligently 
striving to attain a higher standard of excellence as teachers. You 
ask the opinion of the County Superintendents as to the law estab- 
lishing and regulating "Teachers' Institutes." We regard it as one of 
the most commendable features of the school law. All the live, pro- 
gressive teachers in our county say, give us the Institutes; and it must 
be said, to the credit of the teachers of the county, that they have 
manifested a great interest in the Institute. Last year we hdld two 
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feneral Institutes in the county, of four days each, and five district 
nstitutes, each four days. There were but few teachers in the county 
who did not attend the eight days required by the law, and many of 
them attended much more. There seems to be some doubt as to the 
provisions of the law requiring thirty-five per cent attendance, of the 
enumeration. If properly considered, it would be well enough, but 
so far as we have been able to observe its operations, it only serves 
for some discontented family or families to break up a school, even 
with the most meritorious teachers, and it may be merely^' because 
their favorite teacher has not been employed. There still seems to 
be some defect about the present system of collecting the taxes for 
school purposes and disbursing the same, as those having claims 
against the School Fund, either the Building Fund or the Teachers'' Fund 
complain in many cases of long deferred payment. While we regard 
our Free School system as one of the grandest institutions of our 
State, still we think it susceptible of improvement; for instance, the 
constitutional provision which submits the "power to levy" to the 
people to be voted on biennially, should be so amended as to dispense 
with such, and our Free Schools thereby made a permanent institu- 
tion. n-.'^HKW. 

Our old school houses are rapidly disappearing and new ones with 
more modern improvements, and with greater reference to ventilation 
and to the health, comfort and convenience of the teachers and 
pupils, are taking their places. I3^1^4t[i 

Our fall examinations close with this month, and so far as we can 
judge, there were never more satisfactory results in the county. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



ThosDewitt 4 

W H O'Brien 1 

EH McLaughlin 1 

CETresiro 2 

C C Cflsto 3 

W A Carney 4 

GW Parsons 8 

Addison Costo 2 

D W Cunningham 4 

David A Brown 4 

AnnaKeenan 3 

WA Rimkin 2 

Chas F Harpold 3 

Bachel Carnahan 2 

Mary A Carnahan 1 

Adam Harpold 3 

OrviJle Hutcheson 2 

John M Stone 4 

John D Clinton 3 

Miner F King 2 

Solomon Stone 3 

Rohert Riley 2 

WH Maddox 4 

JTCorbin 3 

E E Starcher J 

A P Sallaz 5 

Peiry M Stou6 4 

J S Davis 4 

L S McCoy 3 

Fannie Hays 3 

Alice Carroll 6 

Chas Crawford 4 

J O Shinn 6 

B F Davis 3 

GCNesselroud 3 

J W Crites 6 

JasHSallaz.. 2 



W G Duer l 

Alethe Fleming 2 

ClemmiceRioe 2 

Eva Swan 3 

J H Carr 2 

E H Flinn 2 

Viiginia Flesher. 5 

C C Nicholson „ « 8 

E B Parsona 6 

E W Straley 6 

RB Howard 2 

A B Reedy 3 

J P Kiser 6 

Sarah BKing ; 6 

T W Blackburn l 

W S Daff. 2 

PHSlaven 3 

B L Duff. 8 

J W Depae 1 

V B Arnold 1 

Geo H Duff 1 

SGA Waugh 4 

B F Windle 8 

MoUie Mooreheai 3 

Theresa Dinsmore 4 

Robert S Hardesty 2 

Wm J King ^ 

David A Brown , 

Jas O Martin 

John WKing 

SM Bose 

James M Burson 

Jas A Cole 

CG Archer 

C M Cole 

EC Smith 

W H Adams ^ ^.»..,„...„ 



28 



FBn SCfiOOLS. 



TKACHERfl GRADES AND OF THEIB CERTinCATSB — OyntmUedL 



Mflfwie Knight 1 

Lfuie Rnf;'*r>« - 1 

LizziH Majjuirc — 1 

Ixiii K .*^i'iiic ". 1 

MarrStABtz 4 

Mary PoIiuK - -. 3 

Chan a Mii'Moz 3 

r-nek A Chm: 2 

Ja«il;«r Catto 5 

Otlio M Stone 1 

M V bf,v\Q* - 3 

JSMi-f'own 1 

JfKirina IUiu*i>' 5 

A T Mattox 4 

iMvM K rn\o 4 

I»ttle Carn^iV - 4 

( :h-M ( 'arney - 5 

WmCartf^r 3 

J ^ (i Wint'ir 1 

F ASayre 3 

(>w) A Davis 4 

a II Uonnett ~ 4 

Newton DuffielU 4 

ChaaTiickor ^- 5 

Mas/ie W riKht ~ 4 

J A Kami 2 

W D K«?"f" 2 

Ella (J Tld'l 2 

Carrie Ward 3 

Ht'-nry W Deem 1 

Ida Taylor 1 

Anna Tavlor 1 

W L (lorrell 3 

Ifltrcuo McClenathan 1 

Blanche McCleiiathan 2 

r>.ii Warth 1 

J W Barnes 2 

Marion Goodell 3 

Arv A I^mley 1 

Bi.'lle Carnaban 2 



Gairie Stophms .~......~... 5 

J M Kader — ~ ......—........ 1 

iV Jr A>eTWO0Q.». •••i>.*>*«.«.M>.. «••••■......•■..•.. ... ...nsM I 

John Oshel ~ ~ 1 

Cr€0 A Rader ^.....^.............^...........m. S 

IdaFlesher - - 6 

TIC Paraona 1 

Henry Holbert.... 1 

Alarv Magulre 4 

Ijotiic Lewi? .. S 

i^^anuer d^mifji ...••.■■m.* .*. ... ... .«. ..«...•... ..... ... ......■■ x 

Lewis Young.......... ~.. ......_ 1 

Mellisna Fleming .^. | 

CJara Kennedy ] 

Alice Slavea t 

Ruth Johnson S 

MeliasaMorgan I 

GT Doudaas. ] 

JB Curry J 

8 E Seaman S 

8 E BofCgeaB S 

Loslie Lyon S 

D W-Newland ^ % 

KinsevIIuff i 

Wm It Miller 4 

DS Gandee - >... 8 

L D Dawking 4 

I P Parsona 2 

L B Pickens 5 

CTiasT Coast. 1 

B F Archer a 2 

WH L Rine - 2 

C E Wilkes 1 

John SBrannon „ ^ 2 

Jaa M Carney 2 

Mattle E Guy s 

DavlsDCarr „ 1 



JEFFERSON COUNTY— John He88, Suft. 

The schools of this comity have been kept in operation an average 
of nine months, and with a few exceptions, have worked satisfac- 
torily; and while we cannot claim any extraordinary advancement, 
yet we are satisfied that our schools have been gradually improving. 
Our school officers have manifested more interest in the school, and 
have generally been more efficient in the discharge of their duties. 

Although taxation, in one or two of our districts, has necessarily 
been heavy, for building purposes, yet, financially, all are in a healthy 
condition, and all, except one, out of debt. 

AVe have erected seven commodious new school houses during the 
year. Every district of our county is now pretty well provided for, 
with comfortable houses, except Harper's Ferry : that noted but un- 
fortunate place, had two school houses destroyed during the late war, 
and owing to the small amount of taxable property left by the war 
and floods, is not able to rebuild. One of the two houses destroyed, 
was rebuilt after the war, but was again destroyed by the great flood, 
at that place, in 1870. A claim for the other building was presented 
to Congress during its last session, but was not allowed. The claim 
is undoubtedly a just one, as is proven by the affidavit of Capt, D. J. 
Young, now an officer in the U. S. arm}', and who had, as: School 
Commissioner for Harper's Ferry District, under our former Free 
School system, erected the house, and who, after the war, by order 
of his superior officer in command at that place,'28old the bricks and 
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timbers of which it had heen constructed, and the money arising 
trom the sale was turned into the TJ. S. Treasury. There is but lit- 
tle doubt that the next Congress will order the claim to be paid. 

The Board of Education of Charlestown District, received a dona- 
tion of $200 from the Peabody Fund, for the benefit of the colored 
school located in the town of Charlestown. This donation was 
richly merited, as that district has been very liberal in its support of 
its colored schools. By this aid, the school, which is a large and well 
conducted one, was continued ten months. 

Our sheriff and his deputies have been commendably prompt in 
paying the teachers, and in their settlements with the district boards. 

Our Institute, held during the last week in March and the first 
week of April, was well attended by our teachers, and resulted, we 
think, in much good. 

We visited every school in the county once, and some of them 
twice during the year, and spent at least a half day in each, review- 
ing, hearing recitations, etc. We enjoyed those exercises very 
much ourselves, and the children, generally, seemed to be highly 
pleased. 

As the Constitution of our State makes it the duty of the Legisla- 
ture "to provide by general law, for a thorough and efl&cient system 
of Free Schools," it is to be hoped that our next Ijegislature will find 
time to revise and improve our present law. 

If the law establishing district boards, should be repealed, and 
county boards, composed of one commissioner from each district, 
should be established in lieu thereof, and let these county boards 
make a uniform levy throughout the county, and fix the salary to be 
paid for each grade of certificate, we believe it would give general 
satisfaction. 

We would also suggest, that if section 21 of the law would be so 
amended as to make it the duty of the secretaries of boards, when 
making their annual reports, to return therewith to the County Super- 
intendent, a copy in an abridged form, of the settlement of their 
boards, with the sheriff, it would be a great assistance to the Super- 
intendents in making out their annual reports. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



J A Brooks 

J P Hess 

C F Castlemau 

EShaefibr 

GHCBackus 

W B Chambers 

S W Lightner , 

J B Johnson 

B W Cooke 

G M Moore 

T B BeaU 

J A Shirley 

M A Dake 

RCBragonier 

FT Homer 

J A McFadeD 

WCockereU 

.TQni«ley 

WMDeck 

TNHiU 

G WLong 

Miss H Bates 

K^4roe^2w .... 

Mn CO Haines 

MinNO'Laaghlln 
MinM Stridor. 



msB E Sybole j 

Miss A Cross j 

Miss LF Currie .',",7. i 

Miss A Ridenour i 

Miss FV Miller i 

T W Latimer * "' i 

EHReinhart „ " i 

J H Triplett 2 

WMCassell ' j 

BHartzell „ ' j 

COLOKKD. 

L L Page j 

J H Carey "\ a 

J A Irving ,'.""/.! 2 

J A Arter " j 

W W Grimes *'.'.*,. i 

W A Arter " 1 

C C Wainright .'.""* 2 

W S Barus « *"" 2 

Mrs M J Grimes 1 

Miss R McCard "* o 

G W Hatter .' ** 2 

C Wainright ^', j 

|T SLovett. 7.. 2 
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KANAWHA COUNTY— Martin Hill, Sup't. 

The really important portion of mj annnal report, which is re- 
spectfully presented, is as accurate as I can possibly make it with the 
somewhat imperfect data presented by the secretaries of the various 
Boards of Education. They have been withheld so long from my 
office that I iiope no further apology need be presented for my seem- 
ing delay. No one deplores tardiness or neglect more than myself 
There are so many changes made by the boards in regard to these 
officers, that wo are oftentimes unable to obtain proper information 
relative to the school work in some of the districts. In some cases I 
have been com])elled to return the reports of the Secretaries, because 
of the unsatisfactory statements made. In the future we trust they 
will bo more cautious, and improve in these matters. 

While visiting one hundred and seventy-one schools we were par- 
ticularly struck with the manner in which a large number of young 
teachers conducted their recitations, making themselves slaves to the 
text books. In many instances the pupils knew but little of the sub- 
ject, though they recited very rapidly all the words of the text. In 
such cases, teachers credited pupils with perfect recitations. Another 
fault was: at the recitation the teacher, instead of the pupil^ did the 
work. Teachers who thus conducted the exercises were quite young 
and inexperienced. Having thus been taught themselves, they knew 
no other way. In these visits I never lost an opportunity to show 
them a better way, for which they were gratified ; and at our Institutes 
I have dwelt much upon this method of teaching, or want of teach- 
ing, and I am sure a good degree of improvement will sooa be the 
result of such admonitions and explanations. 

After our examination it was found that we had more teachers 
than schools, and the trustees generally selected those who evinced 
the most thorough preparation for the work and stood best at the ex- 
amination. This plan works well, as it stimulates the teachers to 
make extra efforts to fit themselves for the schools, and compels some 
of our unfaithful ones to betake themselves to some other calling to 
gain a living. 

Our home teachers are giving good satisfaction. People encourage 
them to greater activity and zeal, in the hope that by their special 
efforts in their chosen pursuit they may be the means of doing great 

food for themselves and for others. Boards of Education are also 
eeply interested in this matter. In some districts they pass resolu- 
tions providing for their own teachers, excluding all who apply for 
schools from places beyond the county lines. To some, this may ap- 
pear wrong and selfish, while others^ deem it prudential and wise. 
The greatest obstacle in the way of carrying out the best plans, it 
seems to me, is the meager support the teachers [receive in some'ol 
the districts. People seem to forget that a person who has spent both 
time and means in qualifying himself, who continues in the cause 
spending time and money, that he may have something better than 
husks to offer to his pupils, cannot afford to labor for the same wao-es 
as the person can do who has received no training outside the common 
schools, and makes no effort for advancement. In this county J 
know of one who has had many superior advantages of mental and 
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moral training. He is acknowledged as a man of superior worth 
and a most cajjable teacher. He is always in attendance upon Insti- 
tute work ; and I know of another who has had none of these advan- 
tages. He manifests very little interest in the cause of general edu- 
cation; yet, because the latter happened to hold a certificate of a 
medium grade, he is just as likely to find employment as the former; 
indeed, he sometimes seems to have the preferdnce. Why it is thus, I 
let some of the trustees answer. After a careful examination, I have 
become convinced that several of our teachers, though earnest work- 
ers in the main, have no well-settled, intelligent plan of operations or 
methods of procedure. Too many deal with words rather than ideas ; 
with forms, rather than philosophy; with definitions and facts, rather 
than with princij)les ; with details, rather than essentials, and conse- 
quently the schools are heavy losers by such misdirected efforts. To 
obviate this, I prepared with much care a set of subjects for our Coun- 
ty Institute, intended to test the knowledge and mastery of principles, 
the powers of application and illustration, the clearness of thought 
and the accuracy and force of oral and written expression. To some, 
the test proved a severe one ; but it stimulated discussion and inves- 
tigation, and most, if not all, who attended the Institute acknowl- 
edged the propriety and justice of such a course, and bore willing 
testimony to the personal benefits derived therefrom. Of the one 
hundred and twenty-eight teachers in attendance for five days, I have 
not heard of one who was in the least dissatisfied'Jwith the conduct of 
of the same. The ordinary statements, that these Institutes prove a 
success, has become superfluous. "No longer an experiment, they 
have become a permanent institution, invested with the essential 
elements of success, even without legislation. 

At the close of the session I gave appointments to a large number 
of young ladies and gentlemen for membership in the State Normal 
School, at Huntington. 

I am happy to report that Boards of Education are earnest and 
harmonious in this cause, and the people are cordial and earnest in 
support of our plans and measures for the improvement of the schools. 
Peace and good will are everywhere in the ascendant. 

In this connection, I must not forget to say that there has been . 
most astonishing progress made among the colored schools of the 
county. At our Institutes and examinations the colored teachers 
have shown as good standing in scholarship and general adaptation 
in the school work as has been manifested by any others. 

Less complaint of irregularity in attendance has been made the 
past year than at any antecedent portion of time in our free school 
history. This is mainly attributable to the increased zeal and en- 
thusiasm manifested by teachers themselves. ITormal schools of our 
State are working wondrous good to the general cause, by sending 
out, year by year, teachers thoroughly accomplished in every partic- 
ular in the management of schools. We are now more than ever in 
favor of their perpetuity, because their utility for good and neces- 
sity for the complete success to the system are so well known and 
acknowledged by educators generally, as to place them in the topmost 
niche in the frame work of the edifice. One sentiment is theirs : 
Nem Con, 
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From observations and comparisons I know our State has at pres- 
ent one of tlie most efficient of Superintendents, add I know, too, 
tnat I but express the sentiment of my people here, who realize the 
blessings of his benign and paternal direction. Our teachers regard 
him as a gentleman whom they delight to honor, and willingly 
acquiesce in all his decisions made for the general good. I believe 
also that the schools of Kanawha will compare favorably with those 
of adjacent counties. Faith and patience are as necessary in school 
work as are skill and perseverance. Much of the labor consists in 
removing the rubbish, laying the foundations and organizing forces. 
The future will demonstrate —if the past has not already shown — 
whether the work has been well and faithfully done by the united 
efforts of all school officers. 

in conclusion, we desire to express our warm appreciation of the 
numerous courtesies and kind attentions we have uniformly received 
from the school officers, teachers and friends of Free Schools generally 
whilst engaged in the discharge of our official duties during all the 
past years of our management of their public Free Schools. 

TEACIIEltS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES 



Jennie Stanl(!V 2 I Alice Hall « 1 

Kato K Newruan 2 |0 T Thomas ^ 8 

Sariih Slo.srt.^r 2 |Marv Lynch ^ „..«.... 8 

J R Harrison 4 IJ OShirkey 8 



CT Johnson 3 

IJvjr Waikor 2 



FJ Guthne 8 

William Fielder 1 



II ]' AMlmry 3 'James High „ 1 

J V Jlj'niU'r.son 1 J A Chase* 1 

1) T 1 honias 3 J R Honikcr 8 

L T S:oelf 1 T A Vickers 1 

AVL Van Horn 1 Chas Irwin 1 

R IJ Honderswn 3 G VGibbs „ 1 

J Malrs 2 iDRHill 2 

JC Counts 2 iRowlandHiU 1 

M T Rurdett 2 L A Hart 8 

S D McCormic 2 I W Clinger 1 



S L Webb 1 

JDillard 3 

Laura Stephenson 3 

W J (Jrow 1 

Mary A Grow 3 

John H High 2 

L J Stump 2 

M 11 Eplin 1 

Fannie Allen 3 

Maria Allen 2 

W JShirkey 3 

G G Reynolds 2 

A B Price 8 

Ellen Graham 1 

L Mays 2 

H D Whopple 1 

Albert Wallace 2 

Fannie Sisson 3 



Mary Laughorne 1 

iStanley Brading i 

JN Snell 1 

A E Pugh 1 

O C Peyton 1 

W E Chilton 1 

E M Stewart 1 

M B Henderson i 

J A Dunlap 1 

Ezra Conner I 

Geo W Hill 1 

J W Elswick 1 

Mattie Murray 8 

C A Droddy 2 

Mrs M M Thompson 2 

Nannie Dudding 8 

WT Wilson 2 

John A Jefferson 6 



Mary Davis 3 jM W Howery 2 

H Woody 3 lEmraa Lyon 2 

C Young 3 William Ross 2 

A C Osborn 1 !h W Hovey 1 

Geo Wallace 2 ;Katie Wilson 8 

J E Hodman 3 F J Guthrie 2 

W F James 2 IChas M Christ 1 

SL White 2 Jas Hammick 2 



J J Ashley 4 

W H Knight 1 

A G Montague 1 

G FCunningham 2 

TB Warburton 6 

Ella Mays 1 



W L Alderson 3 

W A Painter 8 

R B Settle 2 

B Slack 2 

J N Snell 1 

P A Smith 2 
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LEWIS COUNTY.— G. W. Cook, Siip't: 

The Weston Graded School has already opeaed its session. If the. 
officers of this school' succeed in obtaining the Peabody Fund, the 
school will probably continue for eight months, otherwise I think 
but six. The principalship for the present term has been conferred 
on Prof. L. C. Crippin. I have announced two county Institutes for 
thie current year, to be held as follows: First from September 
30, to October 5. Second from October 14, to October 19. 

Examinations for teachers w;ill accompany the Institutes with the 
object of making the whole interesting. 

The condition of the Public Schools in this county remains 
unchanged and unimpaired, so far as any opposing element is con- 
cerned. Indeed I may say that a great amount of opposition, the 
object of which was to weaken the system, has been made to dis- 
appear. Many of those, w;ho in the early stages of the system, were 
its devoted enemies now vote for "the lev^." 

So far as the progress of the schools m this county is concerned 
we have great reasons to congratulate ourselves in the progress, 
already made with the cheering hope of a sure continued future pros- 
perity. 

We are securing better houses, better teachers, better methods of 
iija parting instruction, in short we have better scholars and a great 
many more of them. The schools of Lewis county to-day, are very 
different from the same schools of ten years ago. 

i regret however, that there still remains a manifest indifference on 
the part of some of our teachers in regard to Institute work. 

They maintain that the salaries paid are not sufficient to justify 
them in devoting so much of their time to preparing for the work. 
This is partly true ; but perhaps if they would devote more time to 
their profession and become better teachers, they would command bet- 
ter wages. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



D B Lovett 1 1.1 F Freeman „ 1 



AN Dodson 1 

Jas E Jarvis 1 

C H Powers 3 

Miss Biddie Greene 3 

J A Straley 1 

J C Rexroad 1 

J G LawsoQ 2 

J A Bird 3 

GM Curtis 3 

A C Linger 2 

Mlss-Manda Forina&h 1 

Miss Alice Forinash 1 

G V Forinash 1 

J W Bruffev 2 

Miss Z £ Bi uffey 1 

L.S Wetzell 1 

RN Watson 2 

J M West 2 

E r HaU 1 

Miss Mintie Clark 3 

W F Powers 3 

L D,Humpliieys 3 

J M Lewis 8 

MisiiKate Cook 2 

MiaaMary Collins 2 

J V HoflBey ., g 



J C Kemper 3 

Bascon Hall 3 

Buchanan White 3 

Willie Gaston 3 

R A Moffit 2 

Oliver Rexroad 3 

Willie S Gibson 2 

JN W'olverton 2 

D U O'Brien 2 

W S O'Brien 2 

R J Simpson 1 

Miss R A McWhorter 1 

Ernest Oliver 2 

Mary Mulvey 3 

EH Kester 2 

P V Haydeu 3 

G M Hamilton 2 

W B Fiaher:i 1 

F G Brown 1 

G Lawson 1 

Miss Ellen Lynch 3 

G M Chidester « 2 

J FHartman 2 

Samuel Lorentz „ 2 

J MDavisson * 2 

C m Hardman i 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES — CovUxMied, 



Alonzo IworeDtz 1 

C T Craij? 1 

S (> Yoke 1 

Huuiilton<;uteM 1 

It W Hess 5 

Mrslieie.i A Yoke 2 

il K.) Hursmaii 1 

B T Muivaniiy 4 

H L SimiMton 2 

J P Alliiian 1 

A B Jliuzinau 3 

J H Grimaicy 1 

Patrick Fahey 2 

P P Flint 1 



W R Jewell 1 

J C Fisher ^ 2 

MJBartlett - 1 

J N Maxwell 4 

Misft Laura A Yamer 1 

J 8 Sheplcr 1 

J A Vautromp 1 

J A Eagfin 2 

MieaXiuie Bartlett 2 

Michael Casey 8 

Jacob Dfxlson 4 

M L Smitli S 

Chaii McCutcbeon 4 



LINCOLN COUNTY— F. Marion Vickers, Sup't. 

In submitting this, my tliird annual report of Free Schools of Lin- 
coln county, I am highly pleased in stating, that the improvements 
of which I spoke in my last report, are still existing. A majority of 
our teachers attend graded schools, taught in the county, four months 
in each year, consequently, they are rapidly attaining a high stand- 
ard of qualifications. 

Since my last report, we have held two County Teachers' Insti- 
tutes, at Hamlin, the county seat, both conducted upon the same plan 
that Prof. Snowden conducted the State Normal Institute at this 
place one ^ear ago. Each meeting continued one week, attended by 
nearly all the teachers of the county. At the close of the last meet- 
ing, which was held the first week in September, an examination was 
held. 

I wmII here say that your instructions to me last fall, authorizing 
me to hold county, instead of District Institutes, has proven very 
beneficial to our Institutes, as it brings together all the teachers. 
The more teachers we can get in attendance, the greater the interest 
and better the result. 

I assisted the secretaries in preparing their reports, and am sorry 
to say, that I found «^ome of their books, in a most shamoful and con- 
fused condition. The law which authorizes District Boards of Edu- 
cation should be repealed, and in lieu thereof, we should have a 
County Board of Education composed of one member from each Dist- 
rict, which board should have all the powers vested in the present 
District Boards. Pay those members a sufficient salary to enable us 
to get good business men to compose the Board, allow them a secre- 
taiy. who can do all the business now done by the district secretaries. 
Enough money will be saved by dispensing with the district secre- 
taries to pay all expenses of the County Board. The importance of 
this change is to give uniformity of terms and salaries throughout 
the county, which we can never have under the existing arrangements. 

The District Boards have all laid the required levy for school pur- 
poses, and most of our schools are in successful operation. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



C W Smith 1 

BulFiis Stoniers 2 

John Williams 2 

E J Holt 1 

MinSaUie Holeatein 4 



C W Payne » 

T JOrass ..., 1 

B H Oxley i 

Miss E A Stone 1 

Edward Hannah \ 
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T M Smith 1 

Miss Ellen Smith 1 

Miss Mattie Sweetland 1 

Ij R Sweetland 1 

G W Wilkerson 1 

ED Wilkerson 1 

C H Alford 4 

John viay 1 

Miss Bell Adkins 2 

Miss Sallie Carper 2 

Miss Amanda Chapman '. 1 

Miss Alice Chapman 2 

GB Austin 1 

E B Kayser 2 

John Kayser 2 

G J Kayser 1 

JR Moseley 2 

John PuUen 1 

H C Stead 2 

Lewis Javnes 1 

William iSeck „ 2 

W Tabor 2 

J C Black 3 

Morris Griffith 1 

G W Wysong 4 

William May 2 



John Pearson ~... 1 

William Pearson 2 

Hugh Brooks 1 

Miss Rachel Thornton ~ 2 

R V Powell 2 

Jas Griffith... '... 3 

Norvel Griffith 8 

Thompson Griffith 3 

E Johnson 8 

Vliss Vic Hirmon 1 

Miss Emma Edfina ..•• 1 

Miss Julia Sperlock 3 

John Stomers ~ 2 

M Smith 8 

W H Stead : 2 

Alexander Collins | 2 

G W Harrison 2 

G W Heck 2 

A H Curry 2 

Lee Tutor 2 

John Holstein t 

L D Sandfurd 1 

Miss Katie Wilson 8 

R P Chase 8 

John Thompson 1 



LOGAN COUNTY.— S. S. Atlizer, Sup't 

This county is divided into five districts,. sub-divided into sixty -five 
sub-districts. 

Chapmansville District had one school in operation for a period or 
onejand a half months on account of fundsjfrom last school year. This 
district voted against power to levy, by a small majority and had no 
other schools for school year 1877^. 

Magnolia District is composed of nine sub-districts, had nine schools 
in operation for a period of two and one half months each, at a total 
cost pf $247.50, which Were very well attended by the youth consid- 
ering the condition of houses which are bad for schools in winter. 

Hardee District is composed of eighteen sub-districts, having 
eighteen fair log houses built, at a cost of $100,00 had eighteen 
schools in operation for a period of three months in winter; with a 
good attendance of the youth which made fair progress in their 
studies. 

Logan District composed of sixteen sub-districts, has sixteen fair 
log houses built at a cost of from $100 to $350.00, each, butonly valued 
at $100. These houses cost too much money, they should have been 
built for $150.00 each, though I think the condition of schools in this 
district is better than it was a few years since. Owing to negligence 
of the secretary of the board for this district I cannot get anything 
near a true financial report. This district has had no financial settle- 
ment with the sheriffs until 1877, and cannot show how they stand 
with the former sheriffs. 

Triadelphia from which I have no report, voted out the power to 
levy for this school year by a small majority, and consequently had 
no schools ; this board has had no final settlement with the sheriffs 
prior to 1877, and cannot show their exact financial condition. 

I fear that the Free School law is growing more unfavorable on 
account of high taxation and poor results of school. The money^ 
raised by levying to the extent of the law, scarcely ever runs the 
schools more than three months and that generally in ,th6 worst at 
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weather in winter, together with bad honseB does not prodttoe- ^dly 
favorable results, however all five districts have voted for power to 
levy for the coming year and will have schools. 

The report has oeen detain^ on account of the -secretaries €lf 
Hardee and Logan Districts. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



M» E A Dcnipfiy 2 

John Corert 1 

Ixjvi Evans 1 

rharlos Hall 2 

JM Ri>Mnetto 1 

JoMpIi DomiHiy 5 

Mark iHinipsy 2 

(MtriiriHtlan 2 

J C Mc(.oiua.<< S 

J P t'ry 2 

L I> Denjpsy 4 

Jos'.'ph Uall 4 

Thomas K Price 1 

(i V Sagfavca 1 

J HMorrlM 8 

Eliza Stone 2 

Wm n Black 1 

Wni Harris 1 

.7 B Wilkinson 2 

Marv Porter ; 4 

.T.I Christian 3 

K S Robinette 3 

TCWhltel..., 1 



Samuel McCulley ^» 

A W Hammond 

C H Lake ; 

G W Pinson 

WS Brown 

J M Henaley 

James Chapman 

James Deskins 

Wesley Stolling 

J 8 Heileman 

J S Aldrege - 

Mrs Mary Peck 

T W Blankinship 

Joseph Simpkins , 

H F Baily 

Leri Porter 

J M Douglass , 

C I Stone 

Lewis Dempsy 

Malachi Staton j^, s 

W H Powell 8 

Mary J Powell 8 



I..M. 



MARION COUNTY— Jonathan M. Sattbrfield, Sup't. 

This report compared with last year's indicates a gain or improve- 
ment in many important particulars, while I believe there is no 
marked falling off in any direction to be taken as unfavorable or det- 
rimental. And while the language of figures speaks for as, an ad- 
vancement in the cause of education, our progress, I think I am safe 
in baying, is readable more in the spirit that is seen to pervade the 
different departments of the work. The good effects of the law re- 
quiring teachers to attend Institutes are already beginning to appear 
in our county, and I predict that in the course of time, this provision 
will work untold good for the cause of our schools. I am glad to say 
that out of the 112 teachers in our county last winter, only a very 
small proportion failed to make the full time required of them, while 
only one or two failed to attend altogether. The large majority found 
it convenient to put in their time, and in doing so, it is believed they 
were greatly strengthened for their labors. 

Another great auxiliary in the work with us, as it is recognized by 
almost every one, is our system of gradation and examination for 
scholars, introduced during the year. Though the extra labor de- 
manded of me to introduce this feature, and carry on its operations 
during the term, was very considerable, I feel on viewing the resaltSj 
well satisfied with the project, and know that my labor has not been 
in vain. As I forwarded you a copy of our catalogue, reporting this 
work in full, for the year, I will not consume space in detailing the 
particulars here, and will remark no further concerning it. save to ex- 
press the earnest desire that all our county superintendents may in- 
troduce and give this system atrial. 
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By way of further meeting the requirements of the School Law, I 
wish to say, briefly, before concluding: 1. Our schools generally are 
in a flourishing condition, however, some of them are still suffering 
on account of un worth, and unexperienced teachers and officers. The 
Institute will have an influence to remove a part of this difficulty, 
and greater care, first, upon the part of the people in selecting offi- 
cers, and then by the officers in the employment of teachers, will 
overcome the remaining portion. 2. Our School Law is a good one, 
and its spirit and purpose faithfully carried out by all who hold trusts 
under it would, I am compelled to think, yield us all that could be 
desired, in the way of free schools. I think sometimes that certain 
changes might be made tor the better, but as the great need of the 
hour is, not a new School Law, nor yet any particular alterations in 
the present one. but a faithful and rigid compliance with all our school 
regulations as they now stand, I will not devote space to the sugges- 
tion of any amendments. 

I trust that the school year upon which we are now entering 
may be one of great prosperity everywhere. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



M J Stewart 1 

Irvin Nutter 1 

LMKoon 1 

S K Jacob 1 

JO Nay 1 

A H Hall 1 

L R Conoway 2 

J W Fast 1 

WE Hawkins 2 

E S Qayton 1 

PE Sherman 2 

Wm Michael 3 

DN Musgrave 3 

CM Arneth 2 

A C Amos 2 

O L Hoult 2 

WT WCrow 3 

John H Brock 1 

J C Glasscock : 2 

M S Snoderly 1 

Riley Shackelford 2 

Thomas CJonaway 2 

Geo W Palmer 2 

WSPrickett 2 

Emery Mercer 2 

James MSatterfield 1 

ET Clayton 1 

H M Petrick 2 

John N Mercer 3 

J W Brain 2 

Fannie L Carter 2 

RE Fast 2 

H B Morgan 1 

C H Morris 1 

S R Mercer 1 

MarshaU Ice 2 

Aliceaayton 3 

WS Sharp 2 

8 W Wilson ~ 

Arthur Sturm 2 

C BNay 2 

Olive MZumbro 1 

C H Meredith 1 

Jolin L Lake 2 

Rufus E Horn ; 2 

H W Harr 1 

Nannie Hayhurst 2 

Thomas M Fleming 1 

Delia MiHarr 2 

AF BUlingslea 1 

A'fiCoon •. 2 



A G Hunt 1 

Mollie Hindman 2 

William Grav 1 

B F Mundell.* 1 

H C Freeland 2 

LKMcClure 8 

PNSwan -2 

P L Stnrm 1 

G W Martin 1 

Alexander Kuhn 1 

Thos J Hartley 3 

KateMKincaid 1 

MF Hamilton 2 

Jas L Morgan 2 

F R Cole 2 

J B Smith 2 

Wm H Martin 1 

J V Carpenter 1 

J F Jones : 1 

Simon C Parish 1 

J A Robej 1 

AS Parish 2 

S J Sturm „ 2 

M M Ross 1 

D H Barker i 

D M iavis 1 

L E Morgan 1 

F H Morgan 1 

Hattic P Burke l 

Jennie Wormley 2 

Z F Davis 1 

F M Ashcraft 2 

HL Sturm 3 

8 M Sturm 2 

Kate Mason 2 

W J Price 1 

Jas L Morgan 1 

Alfred Sanders ;... 1 

2|i H Wilcox 2 

" Luella Maple 1 

Benton Hull 3 

H L Boyles 2 

S G Ash 2 

A R Wilcox 2 

Id.iLowe 1 

TBHolbert 2 

W Sturm 1 

H C Hall : 1 

WRHibbs , ; 1 

Hamilton Kuhn 2 

A S Amett. „ ».. 2 
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C W Miller 


rt 


■- .- . . --J . ■ • 

J A Barnes .. 1 


JeoDic Vangildor 

J A Burat>8 

Thott A Nuzuiu 


2 

•» 


Alice Lowe....^..... _.„. 1 

HO Evans « „ ^ t 

A ir Ryan „ ^^ S 


A F Satterlield 


... V 3 


r B Cit»-« - 1 


Viola isweuringen 

M M Ro83 


2 

•> 


TUda West , _ J 

L R#^aG....^.» ,,. 1 


Carrie V Turner 


_ 1 


MfiriTftn B HaII * - . 1 







MARSHALL COU^'TY— W. M. Wirt, /Stfpf .• 

Our schooltj have bee D more efficient during the past jear, than 
during the preceding one, iir^d much more so, in my judgment, than 
in an}" 3'ear since their introduction in our county. 

I attribute the great success ol' our schools to two principal caases; 
first, better teachers, second, the "graduating system." Oar schools 
have nearly all been taught by citizen teachers, who make their 
homes in our county and whose interests are identified with those of 
the county and vicinity ol their labor. But to the graduating system, 
more than to any other cause, do we owe the revival of our educa- 
tional interests. The introduction of this system has met the hearty 
concurrence of the great majorii}' ot the people, and where I have 
had the co-operation of the teachers in its introduction, it has been a 
success, but it has like all new things, having for iis object the ad- 
vancement of society, met with some opposition. 

In the spring months I held examinations in the different dis- 
trictst, which wore very interesting occasions, as the graduates de- 
livered speeches in the evenings. In a tew instances their commence- 
ment exercises would compare favorably with similar exercises in 
colleges and seminaries. There were seventy-six graduates during 
the year, most of whom showed a thorough knowledge of the com- 
mon school curriculum. There will be more than one hundred grad- 
uates in the incoming year. I make no argument in favor of this 
system, but will respectfully refer you to Prof Wade's Catalogue of 
Monongalia County schools, in w^hich he urges, at some length, its 
adoption throughout the State, i will simply say to Superintendents 
of other counties, Try it with a determination to make it a success 
and you will soon be convinced of its adaptabilty to the work to be 
done. 

While visiting schools, I hold in the evening, educational meetings, 
which are largely attended by the citizens, and the result is the par- 
ents take greater interest in the cause. The object of the meetings 
is to stimulate all to greater effoi'ts, and I am satisfied these meetings 
are productive of much good, as I frequently receive letters from the 
teachers saying ''your visit has done much toward awakening an in- 
terest in the district, especially your talk to the parents in the even- 
ing. It appears to have awakened them to a sense of the responsibility 
resting upon them." The work of the Superintendent must not hie 
confined to the teachers and pupilti, but must reach the masses. In- 
terest the parent and you have secured the interest of the child. 
Many teachers fail lor want of the co-operation of the parents, w^hose 
influence is greater than the teachers, and when the two teacher, and 
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parent, exert opposing influences, the teacher must yield in many in- 
stances and his work is lost, but let the two work together harmon- 
iously, and the result must and will be all that can bo desired. 

Many of our school houses are ornamented with pictures, flowers, 
wreaths, etc., which displays a commendable taste on the teacher's 
part. The school room should be made *^s attractive as possible, as 
it has a refining influence upon the child. In this respect the 
Moundsville graded school and the Benwood graded school buildings, 
with many others in the county, are models of artistic taste. The 
Teacher's County Association met in Moundsville during the holidays 
and was largely attended, nearly all of the teachers in the County be- 
ing present. It proved to be the most interesting session since its or- 
ganization. Institutes were first introduced in this County by my 
predecessor, S. E. Hassen, an enthusiastic worker in the cause of edu- 
cation. He introduced many reforms in our schools, but none that 
will probat)ly result in more good than the Teachers Institute, but 
unfortunately, he with other good teachers is not now teaching owinc 
to the meagre compensation paid by our Board of Education. I held 
District Institutes in difl'erent parts of the county, to suit the conven- 
enceof the teachers, which were well attended and a lively interest 
manifested. The citizens are beginning to appreciate these meetings 
and are better satisfied with the amendment of the law requiring 
them, than at first, but yet there is considerable disatisfaction among 
some of the tax-payers. 

I would recommend that the school month be made twenty days, 
and that the teachers be required to give two days each month to In- 
stitute work without additional pay. Would also recommend a 
change in the law in regard to text books. Let the President of the 
Board of Education, of the different districts, with the Board of Ex- 
amination, be empowered to change any textbook, or adopt any new 
book, providing that no change sball occur oftener than once in five 
years. The reason I urge this is to enable us to destroy the monopoly 
of any one publishing house. We are compelled to pay $1.00, $1.25 or 
even $2.00 now for a book that should cost us not more than 50 cents, 
60 cents or $1.00. To the poor man or indeed to men in ordinary 
circumstances in life, this is a far heavier tax, than that levied for 
the payment of teachers, and it is doing more to-day, to keep thou- 
sands out of our schools than any other half dozen causes combined. 
I would favor the repeal of what is known as the "Local Option" 
School Law. if it ever was required and was thought necessary, that 
time or that necessity does not now exist. As the law now is, it is a 
waste of time and money, and leaves our school system in a doubt- 
ful condition, which has a tendency to retard imigrationto our State. 
This question should be forever settled and should be settled at once, 
for no intelligent man will care to make his home in a State where 
the question of schools is in doubt. I would recommend a law to 
readjust vSuperintendents salaries, their wages should be so regulated 
that each one should recieve a salary in proportion to the amount of 
labor done. 
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TEAt'lIBRS AND < J RADIUS OV THtllK CKRTIFICATES. 



II B MaiMii 2 Tlir.inuA I^nduo 

N V TeaKtirdeii •* TM liurleigh 

J H T.'Ugar.lcn 2 & S Wilwui 

WmMctiiukr ;« T M TwUey - 

W HLutca 2 P Mc-kcr _ 

J T Kiiij? 1 5> K«>bini<oii -. 

Mattie Jteeder - 2 .1 K l-uulk» 

W IMJ.,Ieniaii 2.1 M Adams 2 

N W IVator 2 J II Wilson ^ « 

J IlCo'ik 1 Mary Uuth 2 

Mattie Wilson 2 .l<Minio Thomas ^. 9 

Mattie White 1 SollieCole ^ 2 

Jennie I'^leson 2 CF McCracken 2 

Mary Kat:lf^i)n 2 J KMiKire 2 

Virginia Whltosides 1 K A Arlher 1 

Jennie St Clair 2 1' H Willlunis J 

Mary Mc<Ul)6 2 J C McCollnugh ^ 1 

W J Htjnar 1 C (■ Jones 1 

8 R KHVscr 2 W B Itoblnson S 

Klla Bofi 1 Mane Anderson .• 3 

C S Martin i:D T Ki^wls 2 

E Taylor 2 K P Bowman ^... 2 

LM Hammond 2!<;eo Mclntlre 1 

India Evans liPS llturis I 

Alme<la Wade 2;J M Rino 9 

Adie 81own VC G Trussell 1 

8 M McConi>js 2' ChiirleH Trussell 1 

Maggie McGaw llc J Boo<l 1 

Adda Wallace 1 1 Annie Meiseolielder „.. . 2 

Emma Lutes 2i.F R J<mes 2 

Fl'jra 0.s»K.rn l|J B McNay 8 

Carrie Lutes 2| »^ M Ruhmg 2 

Jennie Moore 1 C B Parriolt 2 



C E Blue 'j 

G Garri'tt 2 

J B McCombs 1 

G C Monroe 1 

R L Ferrcll 2 

Albert Robinson 1 



J B Strawn 2 

J B Mathews. ; 9 

W II Dagi? 8 

Mary Peck 1 

Carrie Jones ^ 1 



MASON COUNTY— Chas. E. Hogg, Supt. 

The office of a count}' Buporiutendent of Free School is a very uso- 
lul and important one, and he who discharges fully and truly all the 
duties and responsibilities which this office imposes, aeeomplishos 
great good in the direction of PMucation, not only in his 
own county, but in the vState at large. It is this officer's duty to 
exert every endeavor to supply the people of his county with a good 
class of teachers ; teachers whose literary attainments are up to a 
high standard, and whose moral character should be a fiit modoL or 
prototype for the children in the society in which he moves. With 
such a class of teachers, the school law of our thrifty little State 
would not fall short of accomplishing the object of its enactment, to- 
wit: that of "contributing to securing good behavior and manners on 
the part of our youths, and furnishing the State with exemplary cit- 
izens." 

Our county superintendents should bo active and persevering in their 
eflbrts in organizing and conducting county and district Institutes, 
and should endeavor to impress upon ever}' teacher in attendance 
that he (the teacjher) has, while in the luHtitute, a work to do ; a 
work that cannot be performed by any one else ; that Institutes are 
for the teacher's benefit and that he should not be slow to avail him- 
self of all the advantages which are thus afltbrded him. The Insti- 
tute work under the management of an efficient superintendent, can 
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be made a great and good agency for the advancement of our teacher. 
The duty of annually visiting the schools of his county, is a duty 
which the law imposes, that should not be neglected by the superin- 
tendent. My own limited experience on this point has taught me 
that in this way patrons and children can be wonderfully encouraged 
in the performance of the work of educatiou, and these annual vis- 
its contribute largely to securing diligence, neatness, punctuality 
and order in the teacher. 

There are many of our superintendent, as I am informed who do 
not visit the schools under iheir supervision more than once in two 
years, and others do not see their schools at all. Thi« is matter of 
sincere regret and should not go unnoticed. Here I do not consider 
it improper to suggest that an amendment to the school law would be 
unadvisable, providing that every county superintendent should ap- 
pend to his accounts for official services his own affidavit or that of 
some credible persons to the ejBfect that he had visited, at least once, all 
the schools within his county, which were in operation and practicable 
and accessible, during the year for which his account for services is 
rendered. 

There is one duty required of our county superintendents which is 
no less important than any others which the law imposes, I refer to 
that of making of his annual report. In this he should be faithfully 
honest, pains-taking and accurate. He should remember that it is 
principally from this service that the State Superintendent is 
enabled to prepare his report, which latter embodies the statistical 
and financial statement of our schools with reference to the State, 
He should cherish an honest pride to make a correct statement to the 
State Superintendent of the condition of the schools of his county. 
Now with reference to the schools of this county, it is my pleasure to 
state, that their condition is a healthy one ; such I think, at least, as 
to give encouragement to our people. In this county there is a marked 
and growing interest in the line of free education and our warm 
friends and enthusiastic schools have large numbers of supporters. 
As partial evidence of this I mention a county Institute we held in 
September, 1877, in the town of Clifton, which continued seven days, 
and there was a very large attendance of teachers and citizens during 
the day time, and at night we had an attendance, including teachers, 
of about four hundred persons. During the fall, winter and spring 
of the school year ending August 31, 1878, district Institutes wore 
organized and conducted in various parts of our county which were 
well attended, and in which our teachers took an active part. These 
were under the management of good practical teachers of my own 
appointment. I am informed that these Institutes were highly ap- 
preciated by the citizens in the vicinities where held. 

There were employed in this county, during the school year, for 
which this report is made, ninoty male teachers at an average salary 
of $31.91, per month and forty-four female teachers at an average 
salary of $30.54 per month. The number of months our schools 
were in operation was different in different districts, running from- 
four to nine months, the average number for the whole county being- 
five and one-sixth (5^) months. The aggregate amount expended in 
our county this year on account of "Teacher's Fund" is $23.303.30,. 
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and on account of "Building Fund" the sum of 811,607.64, a partoi 
which latter sum was ex])endod in the erection of several new school 
houses, requiring for that purpose the greater portion of the Build- 
ing Fund. The enumeration of youths of school age in this county is 
seven thousand nine hundred and fbrty-tliree, whereof five thousand 
ene hundred and sixty-six attend our public schools, the average at- 
tendance thcreot being tlie number of three thousand six hundred 
and fortj'-three. 

The cost per capita to educate our youths based on the aggregate 
expenditures for all purposes and the number attending school is 
J6.75. 

There are in this county (including independent) twelve school 
districts, one hundred and six sub-districts and one hundred and 
thirty schools including the primary departments in the graded 
schools. 

The various branches of learning which our children studied dur- 
ing the year and number engaged therein will be found fully carried 
out and plainly stated in the statistical part of this report. 

As to the operation of our school law, I here offer my observations 
with some degree of delicacy, as I find they suggest some alterations 
and additions to the work which the Legislature of our State, in its wis- 
dom, has seen advisable to do. Wo have noticed a disposition on the 
part of some of our trustees to exercise an authority which shall extend, 
in its effect, beyond the limits of their official term. This perhaps is 
an authority which they may rightly exercise under the recent 
decision rendered by the Court of Appeals of New York, in the case 
of Wart against Ray, and reported in 22, Sickel's (67 N, Y.) Reports. 
We here suggest an amendment to our school law by which the ex- 
ercise of this authorit}' can be restrained. Before seeing the decision 
refered to above, my own opinion was that trustees could exercise no 
such power, and so advised in more instances than one. But since 
seeing this decision I am not free to say that such power cannot be 
exercised without authority of law. 

You will observe that the blank form for secretaries of Boards of 
Education to make out their reports on, prepared under the direction 
of the State Superintendent, provides for charging all commissions 
for collecting the school tax to the Building fund. This I think, is 
improper, as each fund should bear the cost of its own collection. 

TEAOHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 

R C J Adney 1 Wesley Cobb S 

Thomas AUeu 3 J W CavtwdK'ht „ 2 

E W Brownelle 2 J F Cull(»way 8 

A L Boggess 2 S E Davis 8 

M Blazov 2 Aha J Darst 3 

AM Boone 2 .io-;eph Daigh 1 

Darius Beard 2 Jolm Daigh 2 

Squier Bechtel ^ 3 T L Dahiiey 1 

Grace Behan 2 Kichard Christian, (colored) 4 

Jennie Behan 1 Chas Eads 8 

Anna L Brown 2 J T Fisher 2 

C J Baker :^ J W Fisher 2 

CEBarnett 4 CD FaUlev 1 

CJ Bing 2 LG Fadley 2 

John M Burdette 1 H N Fisher ^ I 

Clara E Baker 1 M Fowler «8 

C M Barnes 3 John P Fry » I 

jr E B«U«r 2i William Fisher « ^ I 
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TBACHEBS GRADES AND OP THEIR CERTIFICATES — Continued, 



J C Brown 1 

T J Bryan 1 

J D Campbell 2 

G W Campbell 2 

Lueinda Cahun 3 

W A Cadle 2 

W T Clendenin 4 

Nettie Cook 2 

W H Clark 3 

Lillie Chambers, (colored) 2 

Eli Coleman, (colored) 2 

R E Hereford l 

J F M Hill 2 

Lizzie Horner 1 

Jennie Horner 2 

Belle Hutchinson 1 

C B Harrold 2 

Wm T Hanly 1 

Lizzie Hegg 2 

E Hermans 1 

W E Hill ] 

Mary E Howell 3 

John Hunter 3 

W A Hayne 3 

T R Hull 3 

Carrie Irwin 2 

Sallie Jones 2 

J H Johnson 2 

W J D Jones 2 

William Zirckle 1 

C C Knapp 2 

Eva Knight 

Ida Knight 2 

Lillie B Knight ] 

S J Kane 1 

Joseph Moore 2 

Francis Lewis 1 

V A Lewis 1 

Cassie J Lewis 

David Morgan 2 

W H McWharter 3 

H F Melton 3 

M F McFadden 1 

Jessie Mitton 3 

OllieMcKim 1 

J J McClain 2 

F McQuie 2 

FMcDaniel 8 

L B McDaniel 2 

E J Mosmun 1 

R E Mitchell 1 

Jas E Morris 2 

D W Nease 2 

S S Nye 2 

T 5 Nye 2 

T H Neale 1 

F P O'Neil 2 

T Poflenbarger 1 



Jefnnie Hutchinson 

W W Gwin 

M M Gray 

Nannie E Graves 

EllaGibbs 

S C Gilniore 

EH Gilmore 

T E Greenlee 

Mary M Greenlee 

[da Graham 

EC Harper 

Feanie Pierca , 

leimie Paden 

Allice Paden 

Doremus Petty , 

Jos^'ph Pounds 

iJr W Porton 

E Roach 

LT Rogers , 

\. F Russell 

FM Roush 

P L Roush 

Mary Rathburn 

Henry Rickmau, (colored). 

A M Ralstan..^ i 

JTRainey 

Mary A Westdall 

Robert Smith 

J WStarkel 

T H Shank 

William 8hank 

Mary Short , 

Millie Stephenson 

Flora Spence 

JB Shiveh 

MF Stewart , 

Geo H Start 

LM Sheets 

S E Saunders 

F E Shrewsbury 

G Smith 

F M Swaine 

AEScote 

LiWbie Taylor 

Lon Taylor , 

J V Z Thomas 

Peter Tillis 

EHS Whitehead 

Mary Washington 

Susan Wright 

Maggie J Waterson 

J M Wood 

A J Winkler 

D L Worneldorf 

MF Yeager 

G N Yaager 

L R Yeager 



2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

8 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 
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2 

2 

2 
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3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

2 

8 

2 

2 

8 

3 
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2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 

8 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 



-McDowell county— jesse j. gamble, suft. 



I herewith hand you my first annual report of the condition of the 
Free Schools of McDowell County for the school year, ending August 
Slst, 1878. The report of the boards to me is in some extent imper- 
fect. Consequently I am unable to make a complete report. We have 
in the past been laboring under a great many disadvantages, but the 
financial condition of this county ifl better than it has ever been, and 
the Free School system seems to be growing in favor with the gen- 
eralty of the people. We are in favor of a free education, when a 
few years ago it was spoken of in no other manner but objectionable. 
Notwithstanding those discouraging facts the Free School will event- 
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ually become a success, and meet the favor of every person in this 
county. I have used every means in my power to promote the cause 
of education, and, it is a source of gratitude to me to be at the head 
of the school, where the people so cheerfully co-operate to promote 
the cause. I must therefore in conclusion, return my most hearty 
thanks for the encouragement and aid they have given me, and the 
kindness they have shown me during the past year. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Hugh Dillion 1 W S Gamble „ 1 

Samuel Crockett i;H P Totlen 2 

W P Walker 2!Martio TChristman 1 

J W Holbook 1 ARWiUiama 1 

SF Charter 1 HS Auvil , 1 

J F Gamble 1 Allen Steel 1 

Henry Franklin 1 Samuel Steel 2 

E F Totlen IF H Evans....; ^ 8 

MEECER COUNTY— J. W. Hale, SupH, 
(No Written Report), 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



MF Robinson 1 M Maneo. 

C K Walker 4 

IH Whittaker 2 

I F Holrovd 1 



CShutt 2 

A B Vine 2 

P H Brown 8 



A C Davidson l.R W Lilley 2 

CH Davidso.'i 1 J M Meador 2 

C DClendenin 2 W PRoss 2 

A W Keed Sj W L Ellison 2 

E B Carr lIM J Johnston 2 

Sallle Bailey 2[ A J Young 

LIHoge llR E Pendleton 

RC Christie 1 R A Boggess.... 

E W Reynolds 3|F M Thomas.... 

Emma Phipps 2'C A Morgan 

Sallie Brown 2;G B Martin 

V C Massie 2. J L Stofferd 

Nannie Holroyd 2! WB Motley 

Corda Pino 2Z T Rogers 2 

G W Johnston 2 R MPcters 2 

C W Kirk 2;j C Peters 2 

F H Farley 2 W E Mastors 2 

J A Doyle Uosephine Mastors 2 

S F Reynolds llM L Bailey 2 

T K Massie 2iL C Shuesburry 8 

A J Hearn 2 W 3 Halo 



WB Lilly 

Samuel Harris. 



A B Phipps 1 

J C Meador 2 

S Pearis 2;m F Ellison 

WGCo?per 2:j W Vino 

G C Saunders Z\D B Pendleton. 

Cheshire Frow 3j A W Reynolds 

A J Godfrey 2 T C Pullaln 2 

D Strong 2| I 

MINEKAL COUNTY—J. A. Shaiipless, Sup't 

In compliance with the school law, I hereby transmit to your ad- 
dress my annual report. Schools have been taotcht in every district 
in the county, during the year. The Gr'adcd School at Piedmont has 
been gradually rising in point of standard for several years ; and 
with the co*operation of patrons, and continued energy upon the part 
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the Board of Edacation, I can see no reason why this school can 

be made one at which young ladies and gentlemen may obtain a 

.orough business education. Surely such should be the ambition 

desire of all who are in any way interested. 
The "Keyser Independent School District" has opened a school in 
Compliance with the act, creating it, which has done much toward es- 
tablishing a school that should enlist the favor of the people of that 

tiOWTl. 

This school is situated at the county seat, and at a point of inter- 
section, with all parts of the county, and it certainly has facilities 
"^rhich if properly used may give the people of that place, a school of 
^ood grade. 

The schools in the rural districts show an increased attendance, 

and are improving in many respects. One pleasing feature of the 

"^"ork, is that where it is necessary to build new school houses, the 

JBoards are more careful about the kind. of buildings they erect, and 

especially is this true in Frankfort District. The buildings are not 

"what might bo called fine, but they are neat, durable and comfortable. 

The schools have not attained that standard that is desirable, but in 

the main, I have no hesitancy in saying that they are improving. 

With a few exceptions, we had a very fair class ot teachers, as was 
exhibited in their schools, and, as was shown by their work in the 
Institute. We held our Institute in one session ot eight days, begin- 
ning on the 26th of December 1877. It was conducted very much, 
after the plan suggested by yourself We had actual work upon the 
branches taught in our common schools, and at night, there was pub- 
lic speaking. We adopted regulations, something similar to that of 
a school, and called the roll regularly twice a day, and then we mark- 
ed those tardy, who were not present, as you will see by the accom- 
panying roll ot Teachers' Institute. 

No time was allowed any teacher, who even for good reasons, was 
absent from the day exercises. There was some opposition to the time 
of holding the Institute, as well as a great deal of opposition to the 
law creating the Institute. My limited experience in this work teaches 
me, that it is by tar the best plan ever yet adopted by the Legislature 
to benefit the teacher. But before leaving the subject of Institute, I 
desire to acknowledge the services ot Prof. F. II. Crago, Messrs, F. 
P. Heskett, Jno. N. Trusset, J no. Buchan, li. V. Bosely, D. C. Arnold 
and W. Scott Lee, all of whom have my thanks, as well as, all who 
were present, and aided me in the work of the Institute. 

The law with reference to colored teachers attending Institutes 
should be amended, so as to make the duty of the county Superin- 
tendent clear upon that subject. Again, Sec. 28 (school law) makes 
it the duty of the Board of Examiners to give due notice of the time 
and place of holding examinations, and fails to make any provisions 
by which the Board can obtain any pay for giving such notices. The 
only true way to give **due notice," is through the papers published 
in the county, and such papers do not care about publishing notices 
of that character for nothing, any more than any other public notice, 
and I can not see why they should do so without remuneration. 

The law certainly should be so amended as to allow the Board some 
compensation for giving those notices. 



46 VRSE SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



D C Arnold 1; A F McCTelen 6 

TD Arnold 8 U McLaughlin 2 

GeoSAruoli 2 Thos A Nuzum 2 

Annie Buruwortli 3 L t" Kupel 2 

Jno Bii 'hannan lji<21izabeth Russel 1 

Eiwin B<jnnoy 2.Reas)n Reed 2 

Jno Broome 5iN R Shultlce 1 

Phillip Boor 3'M.I Stoyer 1 

Laura Clayton 2;C ESnapp 2 

Clara Clayton 1,K A Smith 3 

Geo W Uoily 2'M M She.tje 2 

W P Doonari IIM W Tabb 2 

D Davis l,8allie Welton 2 

Annie Fallon 4| Nannie Tickroy 2 

Jas B Farr 2,L A Walsh 1 

J M Folev 1 Jennie Wilson 2 

Geo W Juikins 2 

Carrie Kildow 2 

Kat«Kiidow.. 2 

Jamis Kellev 3 

JScott W Lea'. 1 

JasPLovette (colored) fi 

Jennie Murphey 2 



(ieo W Welcome (colored) 5 

Biillo Welton 1 

I* W lletzel 4 

Markwood Nihiser 3 

II T Stevenson i 

II J Wagoner 3 



MONONGALIA COUNTY— A. L. Wade, Sup% 

In presenting to the public ray third annual report of the Free 
Schools of Monongalia County, I am able to report that the great edu-. 
cational revival, produced by the introduction of the " Graduatiag 
System" into the primary free schools of this county in 1876, is 
spreading rapidly, with a fair prospect that it will become universal. 

As this system, which has produced an interest unparalleled in the 
history of primary school work, had its origin in Monongalia county, 
it affords me pleasure to be able to report that it has been adopted in 
several counties of this State, and in various places in Western Penn- 
sylvania, and wherever it has been properly tested, it carries with it 
the spirit of revival. 

In order to give the friends of popular education a clear under- 
standing of this system, I will answer the question which naturally 
arises, 

What is Meant by the Graduating System f 

It is simply adopting as a course of study the free school branches, 
organizing the more advanced pupils into four separate classes ac- 
cording to their grades, fixing a time in which each pupil is expected 
to complete the course, holding annual examinations and commence- 
ment exercises in each district, granting diplomas to those who, upon 
examination, are found to be worthy of them, forming alumni asso- 
ciations, and publishing annual catalogues, in which the names of 
graduates and undergraduates appear in the classes to which they re- 
spectively belong. It is simply applying to primary schools a system 
which, centuries ago, was adopted in universities and colleges, and 
more recently in academies and high schools. I am unable to see why 
the system was first applied to the highest instead of the lowest edu- 
cational institutions. Beginners need more helps than advanced pu- 
pilB. Neither can I see why a system which has been so long ap- 
proved in Bchoola of high grade, was never before applied to primary 
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^Vicols. It is but reasonable to suppose that a system which would 
mulate a young man in college, would also stimulate a boy in the 
€ school, as human nature is about the same everywhere. Eut the 
^Jrongest argument in favor of the introduction of the graduating 
stem into our free schools, i:s the fact that wherever it has been 
operly tested it has created an interest among pupils and parents 
«ver before witnessed in free school work. A few words in refer- 
ence to the work in our own county will not be inappropriate. 
In the spring of 1876 we held our 

First Annual Examination of the Graduating Classes 

of the seven districts of Monongalia county, in seven of the largest 
churches in the county, when ojie hundred and ninety-six pupils gradu- 
<ited in the free school branches, and received diplomas ! In order to give 
eome idea of the character of these examinations, and the interest 
'which the people felt in them, I quote from my report of that year : 
"It is a matter of astonishment tD many persons that, with a single 
exception, the largest churches in the several districts were insuffi- 
cient to accommodate, even during the day, the vast numbers who 
came to witness the examinations. And these were not disinterested 
spectators ; they were our most intelligent people — the cream of soci- 
ety, men and women who had sons, or daughters, or grand-children, 
or friends in the class, in whom they were deeply interested." 
In the spring of 1877 we held our 

Second Annual Examinations, 

In order to show the result, I quote from my report of last year : 

''^One hundred and ten pupils completed the course, and obtained dip- 
lomas. These were granted by the teachers present, on a scale from 
one to ten — five being medium and ten excellent. No pupil gradu- 
ated whose average was not above seven. It was not expected that 
the class in the county this year would be as large as it was last year, 
as we had last year the cream produced by several years' work." * * 

"The attendance upon these examinations, both day and night, and 
the interest manifested by the masses in them, were quite equal to 
last year." 

The annual examinations for the year 1878 were by no means less 
interesting than those of previous years. George W. Atkinson, Esq., 
Editor ot the Daily and Weekly Standard, of the city of Wheeling, 
after spending one week in this county, witnessing the examinations 
held at the close of last winter's term, in a leading editorial, pub- 
lished in the Standard of March 4th, 1878, from which I shallagain 
quote, in speaking of the attendance upon these examinations, says: 
"Such crowds of people we have never seen assembled in the rural 
districts, even at barbecues, during political campaigns." 

In order that all may understand what is meant by the free school 
course, I will say that the law prescribes 

A Course of Study in the Free Schools, 

Section 11 of the school law reads as follows : "In the primary 
Bchools there shall be taught Orthography, Eeading, FenmabsUip, 
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Arithmetic, English Grammar, History, Geography, and such other 
branches as the Board of Education may direct. 

No college or university has a course of study more clearly defined 
than the law prescribes for our free schools. 

The testimony of our best teachers, founded upon observation, is 
that if a pupil, twelve or fourteen years of age, consent to take up the 
above course of study, for the purpose of completing it in a given 
length of time, he will take up and complete all the branches in less 
time than he would otherwise complete one branch. 

If a pupil has but one study, when be tires upon that, he will have 
nothing upon which to rest. Give him several studies, and when he 
tire upon one, he will rest upon another. 

It is not the length of time a pupil spends upon his subject, but 
the intensity of thought that benefits him. It is possible that the 
grasping of some grand subject in a moment of time may give a pu- 
pil more mental strength and more knowledge than he would obtain 
from carelessly and aimlessly looking over his books for a fortnight. 

Whether the object of an education be the acquisition of knowledge 
or the training of brains, nothing will be accomplished unless there 
be a mental awakening. 

I believe that the introduction of the graduating system into pri- 
mary'' schools will prove to be to the school -room what the mowing 
machine is to the farm, or the sewing machine to the family, a time 
saving invention. 

Since its introduction into the free schools of Monongalia county 
in 1876, 

The Graduating System has been Adopted in Seveval Counties in this 
State and Various Places in Westerxt Pennsylvania. 

In order to prove that this system works well outside of this coun- 
ty, I give below the testimony of county superintendents and educa- 
cators where it has been adopted : 

At a county Institute which I conducted at Moundsville, Marshall 
county, West Virginia, during the holidays in 1876, the "graduating 
system" was unanimously adopted. 

The system was put in operation by W. M. Wirt, county superin- 
tendent, who writes to me under date of February 19th, 1877 : " We 
are having a revival of education in our county. We have been 
holding educational meetings for some time, and the people are very 
much interested in education. Please send me a blank diploma, as 
we want to get some printed." 

Prof F. H. Crago, of Moundsville, writes under date of March 20th, 
1877: "As far as I hear, the schools of the county are having new 
life from the inauguration of your system of graduation. Educa- 
tional meetings fire being held throughout the county." 

Prof W. K. Pendleton, State Superintendent, writes me under date 
of March 6, 1878 : "The plan of conferring diplomas on graduates is 
adopted in Marshall, I presume through your example, and Superin- 
tendent Wirt tells me it works finely." I learn that about 100 gradu- 
ated the present year. 

At a county teachers' Institute, which I conducted in Middiebourne, 
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Tyler county, West Virginia, November 20th, 2lBt, 22d and 23d, 1877, 
the graduating system was adopted. Superintendent T. N. Parks put 
the system into operation at once. On the 29th of March, 1878, he 
wrote me as follows : " Our examinations and commencement exer- 
cises are over, and I feel a great deal of my former anxiety about the 
success of the graduating system in Tyler is gone. I am well pleased 
with its success in our county, and hope to make it a still greater 
power for good. Forty-one pupils graduated in the county." 

Jon. M. Satterfield, Superintendent of Marion county, wrote me 
under date of Dec. 31st, 1877 : 

" Accept my thanks for the catalogue you sent me ; also allow me 
to congratulate you upon the great success with which your gradu- 
ating system is meeting. The system has certainly worked wonders 
in the short time during which it has been in operation. One by one 
the counties are introduciug and trying it. Marion is laying the plan 
to this end. Quite a number of graduating classes have been formed, 
some to complete the course this year. So far as I have acted in this 
direction, the greatest encouragement has attended me, and I am led 
to belicYe that the system has something grand in way of results for 
our county." As one result of Mr. Satterfield's work, I have before 
me a neatly printed catalogue of the free schools of Marion county 
for 1877-8, from which I learn that 128 pupils graduated at the end of 
the last winter's term. 

This system was adopted in Grreene county, Pennsylvania, (a coun- 
ty bordering on our county,) at a county teachers' Institute held in 
Waynesburg, Dec. 25th to 29th, 1876. 

Prof. A. F. Silvius, county superintendent of the above county, 
wrote me from Waynesburg, under date February 19th, 1877 : " We 
are having a little opposition to the introduction of the systenpi of 
classification, but it will not amount to much. I believe it can be 
made a success." 

For some cause no examinations of graduating classes were held 
until the spring of 1878. I have seen a specimen of a very neat dip- 
loma awarded to each graduate, but I am uninformed as to the num- 
ber of graduates. 

Dr. F. H. Patton, of West Newton, Westmoreland county, Penn- 
sylvania, wrote me under date of Nov. 20th, 1877: "At the last 
meeting of our board I presented your plan, read from your report, 
and with such arguments as I could suggest, had the satisfaction of 
having the board unanimously adopt the plan, with slight and unim- 
portant modifications." 

The following note from the same gentleman, dated West Newton, 
Pa., May 28th, 1878, explains itself: **The Diploma System has 
been a grand success. Nine members of the advanced class, after two 
days' examination by competent committee, received diplomas. I 
enclose copy of diploma. No event in history of school has awaken- 
ed such interest, and the good is just begun." 

Having referred to the success that has attended this system, where 
it has been adopted, I propose next to speak of the prospects of its 
introduction into all the free schools of West Virginia. 

State Teachers' Association of West Virginia Recommends its Adoption. 

At the State Teachers' Association, held at Martinsburg, West Vir- 
7 
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ginia, August 28th, 29th and 30th, 1877, a resolution was presented 
by Prof. E. Bonar, of Moundsville Graded School, and amended by 
Prof. J. McMurran, Principal of Shepherdstown Normal School, 
which amendment was adopted by a vote of the association, and reads 
as follows : 

Resolved, That the system introduced by Superintendent A. L. 
Wade, into the free schools of Mongalia county, providing for grading 
schools, holding annual district examinations, and granting diplomas 
to pupils who complete the free school branches, bo recommended to 
the county superintendents throughout West Virginia for their adop- 
tion." 

Hon, W. K. Pendleton, State Superintendent, writes me from 
Wheeling, West Vir^jinia, June 8th, 1878: "The next meeting of 
the State Teachers' Association is August 27th. Would like you to 
prepare a paper setting forth, in practical detail, the methods of grad- 
ing common schools. The matter is attracting interest in many parts 
of the State, and many counties are in condition to introduce the sys- 
tem." 

Its Adoption has been Recommended by the Press Throughout the State. 

My limited space will allow me to refer only to a few of the lead- 
ing journals. 

The following references to the editorial columns of three newspa- 
pers published in the city of Wheeling, having each a daily and week- 
ly issue, and wielding a greater influence than any other three papers 
in the State, show, in a clear light, the opinions of the several editors. 

The Wheeling Intelligencer^ in its issue of December 27th, 1876, 
contains a leading editorial entitled "A Great Step Forward in Educa- 
tion in West Virginia," in which the graduating system, as intro- 
duced into the free schools of Monongalia county, is carefully review- 
ed, and its adoption throughout the State is earnestly recommended. 

The Wheeling Register in its issue of Nov. 19th, 1877, contains an 
editorial from which I extract the following : "The proof of the 
pudding is in the eating. The value of Mr. Wade's plan has borno 
the test of experience. It is a laborious plan and need not be at- 
tempted by an ignorant, careless, or lazy superintendent. While it is 
like all valuable pieces of machinery, very simple, it needs brains, 
tact and enthusiasm to cause it to run. Where all these qualities are 
possessed, this little piece of school machinery works as quietly, 
smoothly and effectivelyas a Corliss engine." 

The Wheeling Standard^ in its issue of March 4th, 1878, contains an 
article on the graduating system written by the editor G. W. Atkin- 
son, Esq., after he had spent one week in our county, witnessing the 
annual examinations and commencement exercises of our free schools, 
from which I make the following extract : "We cannot commend Mr. 
Wade's *plan' too highly. It is just the thing to bring our public 
schools up to the standard of usefulness and respectability which they 
were intended by the authors of law to be. It is a common sense 
plan, and wherever it has been introduced it has worked like a 
charm. * * * After having witnessed the entire workings of the 
system inaugurated by Mr. Wade, we are now more than erer in fa- 
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yor oi it, and sincerely hope that our Stale Superintendent will make 
it a part of his next report to the Legislature, asking its adoption." 

The West Virginia Educational Monthly, published in the city of 
f arkereburg, West Virginia, has from time to time, in the most com- 
plimentary manner, referred to the work of this system and urged its 
^option tiiroughout the State. 

So £EU*aB I am aware, not a single uncomplimentary notice of this 
system has appeared in any of our newspapers; although most of the 
papers of the State have made frequent reference to our work. 

'^ii System has been Approved by Leading Educators Who Have Wit- 
nessed its Operations. 

1 name a few prominent educators of West Virginia, who after wit- 
^^Qfiingthe annual examinations, and commencement exercises of our 
^©e schools have complimented the system. 

I^rof. W. K. White, ex-State Superintendent of West Virginia. 

liev. J. K. Thompson, President ot West Virginia University. 

IProf. H. L. Cox, late Principal of Morguntown Graded School. 

IProf. F. S. Lyon, Vice President of West Vir*:cinia University. 

IProf JF. H. Crago, Principal of Moundsville Graded School. 
^ l^rof B. B. Purintx)n, of Preparatory Department of West Virginia 
University. 

.^^ Before closing these references I desire to say that educators in 
:Pi«istern Ohio are looking with favor upon this system, as the follow- 
^^g extract from a letter written on this subject by G. W. Atkinson, 
-^Bq., will show. It is dated Wheeling, West Virginia, Dec. 24th 1877 ; 
!^p?he plan is growing in popularit3\ The Eastern Ohio Institute at 
-^ellaire, a few weeks ago, discussed it in a favorable light." 

I nave given this array of testimony and these responsible refer- 
ences in order that county superinlendents and teachers may be able 
"^^ judge of the propriety of introducing the graduating system into 
"tie several counties of the State. 

I propose now to speak of the 

"ITorik of the Free Schools of Monongalia County for the Year Ending Au- 
gust i\st, 1878. 

This county is divided into eight school districts, viz : Battelle, 
Cass, Clay, Clinton, Grant, Morgan, Union, and the District of Mor- 
gantown. The Board of Education of the District of Morgan town, 
m the year 1868, purchased of the State, the spacious building and 
grounds known as "Monongalia Academy,"* for the sum of thirteen 
thousand five hundred dollars. The seven other districts are sub- 
divided, forming eighty-one sub-districts. We have, in these sub- 
districts, eighty-one frame school-houses, nearly uniform in size and 
architectural style and beauty. Two new houses, one in Clay District 
and the other in Battelle District, will be ready for use by the time 
our schools open this fall. 

I desire to call the attention of Boards of Education to the propriety 
of introducing improved school fiirniture, such as the adjustable seat 
and folding desk in new houses, and where they are needed in liouses 
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already built, and to the necessity of putting inside shutters in each 
Bchool-house, or otherwise arranging to protect the pupils from the 
glaring light of the sun's rays. 

I wish again to recommend that each school which is not already 
supplied, should be furnished with outline maps, a globe, and a copy 
of Webster's Unabridged Dictionary. 

The houses in which the children of the masses are to be educated 
should be healthful and handsome, and remind us more of a palace 
than a prison. The health and comfort of teachers and pupils require 
that the school-house^ be kept clean and well aired. — Trustees of each 
school-house should sec that the person employed to keep it warm and 
clean does his work well. Most of our school-houses are kept in fair 
order. The recommendations 1 have made would cost the tax-payers 
but little,^and that little would prove a paying investment. 
?•• Pictures have a wonderful influence over children, effecting both 
manners and morals. Some teachers claim that a pupil is not likely 
to become sullen, or to act cruelly or disorderly in a room filled with 
beautiful pictures.- —Let each teacher try the plan. 

Teachers Employed. 

We employed last fall in our free schools, eighty-eight teachers^ 
sixty-six males and twenty-two females ; thirteen were married and 
seventy-five single ; eighty-four were residents of this county and the 
residue were Pennsylvanians ; four of them graduated in the Morgan- 
town Female Seminary and three of them in the Fairmont Normal 
School ; fifteen of them had never before taught, the residue were all 
teachers of more or less experience. Never before in the history of 
our free schools did we employ so few teachers from abroad, and 
never were our schools more interesting. 

A few of our trustees still hold to the old opinion, "get a teacher that 
the children don't know — a teacher who don't know the children.'' 
There never was a more mistaken idea. If a man has a team of sev- 
eral young horses and desires to employ a driver to take charge of 
them, he will not prefer a man that the horses don't know — a man 
who don't know the horses. Now why will a man refuse to let a 
stranger take charge of the training of his colts, and then prefer to 
have a stranger take charge of the training of his children. 

The following extract from the proceedings of the State Teachers' 
Association, held at Parkersburg, August 27th to 29th, 1878, shows, 
in a clear light, the opinion of the leading educators in West Virginia 
on this subject : 

"The following resolution offered by A. L. Wade was adopted : 

''Resolved, That it is the sense of this Association that the itinerant 
system in schools, or the practice of changing the teachers every year 
in most of the free schools of the State, is unwise. Experience and 
observation have proved that it is better to retain the services of the 
teacher of each school so long as ho does good work and is acceptable 
to the patrons of his school." 

Teachers' Institutes are Unpopular With the People, 

I have found no other machinery connected with our free school 
system so difficult to render popular as teachers' institutes. Our peo- 
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SIo have not been unreasoiiablo in their opposition, but most of them 
isapprove the law which makes provision for holding Institutes at 
the cost of the tax-payer, I learn from reliable sources, that opposi- 
tion to Institutes, under the present law, is almost universal through- 
oat the State. 

As the free school system rests upon the popular will, as not one 
dollar of tax can be levied or collected for free school purposes in any 
district unless *-a majority of the ballots cast in the district shall have 
written or printed thereon 'for school levy,' " as the retention of an 
unpopular provision in the school law may, in some section, endanger 
the success of the free school system itself. I think the next Legisla- 
ture should so amend the school law, that at the next school election 
the sense of the voters be taken for and against Institutes, as the 
sense is taken for and against levy. Unless the law requiring Insti- 
tutes be modified in many respects ; unless more elements of popu- 
larity be introduced into it, the repeal of that provision in the school 
law would, in my opinion, be generally approved. 

1 believe it would pay the patrons of the public schools, if they 
would give their teachers the advantage of Institute drill, two days in 
each month, but if the people do not see it in that light, I doubt the 
propriety of forcing them to foot the bills. 

As one of the greatest hindrances in the road to success in our at- 
tempts to educate the masses is lack of attendance, I propose to speak 
of some of the 

Causes of\ and Bemedies for Non- Attendance, 

One of the most fruitful sources of non-attendance upon our Free 
schools is the extravagant prices charged for school books. The 
Legislature of West Virginia, several years ago, provided that a cer- 
tain series of school books should be used in the free schools of the 
State, and made it a penal offence to use any other, but made no con- 
tract with the publishers as to the prices which the patrons of these 
schools should pay for the books. 

When this series of books was adopted, the currency was greatly in- 
flated ; and now, when we are down to a specie basis, the publishers 
demand and receive former prices for their books, and as there is no 
competition, the people must either pay the prices or do without 
school books. Many parents throughout the State, from necessity or 
choice, are doing without school books and keeping their children 
at home. Our State Legislature can, and I hope will do something to 
lessen the burden that thus rests upon the people of the State. 

If the publishers of the above series will make no reduction in prices, 
then, 1 say, repeal the act requiring a certain series throughout the 
State, and provide that each county in the State adopt a uniform 
series for its schools, upon the condition that in adopting any new 
series, the introduction shall be made by exchanging the new series 
for the old, without additional cost to those who have the old series. 

The Board of Regents of the West Virginia University has arrang- 
ed to furnish the students who attend the same; text-books at cost. A 
glan of this kind might perhaps, be made to apply throughout the 
tate. 
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But every plan to obtain cheap text-books, that I have ever seen 
proposed will give but temporary relief. Publishers of school books 
have formed their **rings/' and no one State will be able to break 
them. They are as independent as the manufacturers of sewing ma- 
chines were before Congress refused to renew their patents. 

This system of extortion is not confined to West Virginia. From 
every State in the Union the cry comes up, give us cheaper school 
books. It comes from parents who are unable to pay present prices. 
It comes from children who are kept at home for want of books to 
enable them to attend school. Of all the secular books published, the 
text books lor the masses in our public schools should be the cheap- 
est, and yet with the exception of works on law and medicine, they 
are the dearest. 

Now as the Federal Government is founded upon the popular will, 
as our free institutions rest upon the intelligence of the people, as is 
is the duty of the several States to foster a system of free schools, I 
maintain that it would be wise legislation if Congreas should pro- 
vide that the Federal Government furnish, at cost of printing and 
binding, school books for the masses attending the primary schools of 
the several Stales of the Union. Let Congress provide that the 
National Bureau of Education shall publish a series of school books, 
of the highest order, to be furnished to the several States that may 
adopt them, at the cost of printing and binding. 

Vast sums of money, arising from the sale of public lands, have 
from time to time, been appropriated by the National Congress for 
the endowment of colleges, in order to encourage higher education, 
and much good has thereby been accomplished. Why not begin at 
the other end of the line, and aid the masses in obtaining a knowl- 
edge of the elementary branches? The nation's representatives 
have wisely provided cheap mail facilities. A postal card can be pur- 
chased for one cent, and yet the Post Office Department agrees to 
carry it with the message written thereon, without additional charge, 
to any post office in the United States to which it may be directed. 
Newspapers and letters are carried from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
and all over the land, as well as to foriegn ports, at rates so low, that 
often in a single year, there is a deficiency in the Post Office Depart- 
ment amounting to millions of dollars, and yet we would not be will- 
ing to see our postal system abolished, or the rates of postage in- 
creased. 

A vast number of public documents are annually published and 
sent, free of charge, through the mails to almost every part of the 
country, many of them to bo thrown aside and never read or exam- 
ined ; and, although they cost the nation annually a sum that would 
furnish text books for all the poor children in the public schools in 
the land, we cheerfully consent to pay for the publication of these 
statements of the receipts, expenditures and resources of the various 
departments of the Federal Government. 

If our representatives in the next Congress should make an ap- 
propriation to erect and equip a suitable building, in which to pub- 
lish a national Scries of school books, to be sold at cost, ( which 
would be about one-fourth the amount we now pay for school books), 
the rising geDerationB would regard them as philanthopists. Such 
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an establishment would be to our system of popular education what 
the American Bible Society is to Christianty in this country, an in- 
stitution of which we would feel proud. 

The great American Bible Society, which sells its publications at 
cost,and donates to the poor, furnishes a neatly printed and handsomely 
bound Bible for twenty-five cents, which sum covers the cost of 
printing and binding. 

1 appeal to the public press to bring this matter before the people. 
I appeal to our State Legislature to consider the propriety of recom- 
mending, in some form, such a measure. Lastly, I appeal to our rep- 
resentatives in the Congress of the nation to place within the reach 
of the rich and the poor a series of school books of the highest order. 

"He who contributes to the support of free schools does more for 
the perpetuity of a free government than standing armies or strong 
fortifications," is a declaration made by a patriot, and it has never 
been contradicted by an intelligent statesman. 

Having dwelt at length upon what I regard one of the leading 
causes of non-attendance, I propose now to give some methods for 
increasing attendance. 

The compulsory law, adopted by some of the states of this Union, 
has, I can safely say, proved a failure. Some of the states which 
have tried its workings, have already repealed it, and in most of the 
other states it remains a dead letter upon the statute books. It is un- 
popular, and cannot be enforced. 

The common-sense plan is to make the salary of the teacher de- 
pend, in some degree, upon a fair average attendance. This plan, 
which I have advocated for several years past, is growing in favor 
throughout the State, as will be seen from the proceedings of the 
State Teachers' Association, held at Parkersburg, August 27th to 
29th, 1878 : 

^The following resolution was offered by A. L. Wade, and adopted: 

^^Besolved, That it is the sense ot this Association that the school 
law should be so amended that the teachers' salary shall, in some de- 
gree, depend upon a fair average attendance." 

A teacher who can bring into his school an average attendance of 
seventy -five percent, ot the youth entitled to attend the same, is cer- 
tainly worth more than one who can bring in an average attendance 
of only thirty-five per cent. 

1 find as a rule, to which there may be exceptions, that the atten- 
dance upon a school is an index to the character of the work done in 
that school. Where the per cent, of attandence is low, there is gen- 
erally a lack of interest inside of the school-room. The school law, 
which requires an average attendance of thirty -five per cent, of all 
youth entitled to attend, should, in my judgement, be so amended as 
to require a higher per cent. Then each teacher, upon beginning his 
school, would be interested in having a good attendance on the first 
day of school. He and his friends would work to bring the pupils in- 
to school. 

The influence of an efficient and popular teacher, exerted through 
his friends and by personal appeals to the youth of a community, 
would do more to remedy non-attendance than officers under a com- 
pulsory law would do. 
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In order to create an emulation in the matter of attendance be- 
tween the several districts of our county, 1 offered last winter, as a 
prize, a beautiful banner suitably inscribed to the district having tho 
highest per cent, of attendance. 

At a meeting of the Presidents of the Boards of Education of this 
county, held at the court house on Monday the 24th of June, 1878, 
the above banner was awarded to Union District, (said district hav- 
ing the highest attendance) to be held by said district for one year, or 
until some other district shall excel all the other districts in the 
county, in which case, Union District agrees, in accepting it, to pub- 
licly surrender said banner to the district so excelling in attendance. 

The name of the district and the date have been placed upon the 
banner, and will remain there, even though the banner be surrender- 
ed to another district, in which case the name of the district which 
shall receive it from Union will be inscribed upon it, together with 
the date of obtaining it. There is sufficient space upon the banner to 
allow the names of all the districtss in the county to be inscribed up- 
on it. Should anv district obtain the banner a second time, the date 
of the second presentation will be inscribed upon it. 

The following report of the committee which awarded the banner 
to Union District, shows the average per cent, of attendance in each 
district : 

•* MORGANTOWN, WeST Ya., ) 

"June 24th, 1878, j 
"At a meeting of the County Banner Committee of the Free Schools 
of Monongalia county, to ascertain the highest per cent, of attend- 
ance attained by the several districts of said county, we, the under- 
signed committee, find, from the reports of the District committees, 
the average to be as follows : 

Clinton District, CO per cent, of attendance. 

u a 

a ic 

a <; 

a a 

u cc 

il iC 

"We therefore, award the -County Banner' to Union District, to be 
held one year, or till it shall be excelled by some other district. 

"James S. Watson, 
S. H. Shriver, 
James Hare, 
A. W. Brown, 
Coleman Vandervort, 
"OmwuW^e." 

The average per cent, of attendance in this county for the year was 
sixty per cent, of all entitled to attend, which was ten per cent, more 
than wo ever reached before. 1 introduced the system of prize ban- 
ners after 1 commenced visiting schools, and presented the matter to 
each school at the time of my visit, and yet great interest was pro- 
duced in most of the schools. Teachers, pupils and parents inquired 
of me why I did not inform them before school commenced of the 
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^^^ ^es offered, stating that if I had done so, they would have had 

^ry pupil in school on the first day of the term. 

t^^^ am of the opinion that we will be able to increase the per cent. 

^^ attendance the coming year ten or fifteen per cent, over last year. 

^^ is unreasonable to suppose wo can reach one hundred per cent. 

■^ ^me who are enumerated, are married, some are sick or otherwise 

disabled. 

Visiting Schools, 

I commenced visiting schools the last week in November, and vis- 
ited every school in the county, spending usually a morning or after- 
noon in each. 

I held, during, the 3'ear, fifty evening meetings, including our 
annual meeting and commencement exercises, thirty-six in churches 
and fourteen in school-houses. 

Desiring to encourage our advanced pupils to engage in composing 
articles for publication, we continued the plan heretofore introduced, 
of making newspaper correspondents of our advanced pupils. 

At each one of our educational meetings, at the request of the 
editors, a corresponding secretary for each of our county papers — 
the Morgantown New Dominion and the Post — was appointed to report 
" the proceedings of the meeting and any other matters of interest 
that thej' might wish to report. Not less than one hundred of our 
young people were in this way, within the past year, led to engage 
in the high work of writing for the press. 

We held during the past winter the second annual meetings of the 
Alumni of the Free Schools of Monongalia County. 

An Alumni association was, in the winter of 1876-7, organized in 
each district in the county. These associations are each composed 
of the graduates of the several districts in which they are organized. 

The exercises in each of these meetings consisted of original and 
select orations, essays and select readings. No public meetings held 
in the interest ot our Free Schools, have attracted larger crowds than 
these Alumni meetings. 

The association in each district elects annually by ballot^ from its 
own body, a president, vice president and secretary. 

Those who are richly endowed with gifts, that fit them for the high 
work of speaking from the platform or pulpit, are being early train- 
ed to be self possessed when addressing popular assemblies, while 
others, whose duties and dispositions, will lead them in the private 
paths of life, are being prepared to read, without embarrassment, for 
the benefit of others. 

The Alumni of this county, numbers now nearly four hundred 
members. The fears entertained by some people, that when a pupil 
graduates he will cease to study, have by no means been realized. 
The members of the graduating class of each year desire to excel the 
class of the previous year, not only in scholarship, but in general in- 
telligence. The influence of these young people is not confined to 
matters pertaining to education. The Sunday School and the church 
are fields in which many of them are working, and in which they 
are destined to become not only useful, but prominent. Several of 
them have, during the past year, been invited to deliver orations and 
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read essays at our anniversaries, pic-nics and Sunday School celebra- 
tions. 

What I have said of the Free School work in this county, refers 
only to the country districts, and my report would be incomplete, 
should I close without making special reference to the Morgantown 
Graded School, which is intended to accommodate the white popula- 
tion of the Morgantown Independent School District. This district, 
which has an enumeration of four hundred youths, is kept open eight 
months in the year. Prof H. L. Cox, principal of this school for six 
years past, declined to be an applicant for the position the present 
year, and Prof B. S. Morgan, a graduate of West V irginia University, 
was appointed to take charge of the school. Prof Cox, on retiring, 
is followed by the good will of the patrons and pupils of the school, 
and it is to be hoped that Prof Morgan, who brings with hi m ripe 
scholarship, and some experience in teaching, will, by his wo rk, ren- 
der himself as deservedly popular as his predecessor. 

In concluding this report, I desire to publicly acknowledge my grati- 
tude to the Great Giver of all good for preserving my life and health, 
and that of my family, so that in visiting the schools of this county 
five years in succession, I have never been detained on account of 
personal or family affliction. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIE CERTIFICATES. 



Elizabeth C Sergeut 

I K Frankenberger 

Anna L Hayes 

Anna Campbell 

Franklin P Fox 

Wm L McCoy 

S H ProtzDian 

Bettie V Fife 

M E Protzman 

Eva E Boyers 

Carrie V Fletcher 

Sue E Fletcher 

E A Brock 

Georgie E Fletcher 

Sue M Thomas 

I Strosnider 

Alfred Sanders 

D M UendersoH ; 

C Lemasters 

J E Haught 

M Wilson 

E L Tennant 

W W Sine s. 

L A Wise 

J W Anderson 

S J Talkington 

R W Sine 

J W Brock 

S J Hall 

A J Lemley 

J C Cole 

M E Lough 

A J Hare 

ML Snyder , 

W H Jones 

JC Willard 

SAD Glasscock 

G C Colo 

W E Price 

John M Lapoe 

Calvin N Morris 

W J Ring 

Frances IMce 

J M Davis 

HStansberry 



2 W WTopp 

2 T V Coleman.... 

2 0CTennant 

2 J A Tennant.... 

2 E C Everly 

3 D Wiedman 

3 JFChipps 

2 L H Keenan 

2 K Griffith 

1 E L Jones 

1 S W Ramsey.... 

IDBWaters 

1 W Waters 

1 John Laird , 

1 Lee Russart 

3 M A Davis 

1 ElM Davis 

2 A J Courtney... 

1 L H Courtney.., 
2MECoen 

2 Ada Prior 

2 L Sanders 

2 James Farrell... 

2 J C Robey 

2 Wm H BaUey.. 
2 G W Johnston. 
2 J M Anderson.. 

2 I E Hall 

ILM Wade 

3 A J Arnett 

2H JCole 

2 H C Jones , 

2 H M Clayton... 

2 W H Rude 

iRSMiller 

2 J L Johnston... 
2 Eliza Worman.. 

1 1 A Everley 

2 B C Jenkins 

2 Elijah McRa.... 

2 G W Walls 

2iJ Cunningham. 
2 i Laura Shisler... 



2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 



2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 



Frank M Wood. 
A ZearJey 



1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
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TEACHEB8 AND GRADES OF THBIR CERTIFICATES — Co7ltinned, 



Ellen Gorman 2 

Mary <jK>rman 2 

D M Weec 2 

C B Nicholson 2 

L M Boyers 2 

W L Ckx>per 3 

Lindsey Worman 1 

J M Stewart 2 

W D Coetolo 2 

J D Gans 2 

F A Dunn 2 



T B Stowjers 2 

Mattie Brock 1 

J M Shiver 1 

G W Miller 1 

S R Coyle 1 

E Cordray 2 

K MKineaid 1 

M E Wade 2 

W M Conner 2 

H L Morris 2 



MONKOE COUNTY.— J. P. Campbell, Sup't 

In submitting this report at this late date, I wish to say that my 
delay is owing to the imperfect reports made by the sceretaries which 
required time and labor to correct and complete, and oven now^ the 
financial part of the report is not as perfect as I hoped, and for 
which I spared neither time nor labor, to make it. These imper- 
fections grow out of failures upon the part of sherif}*s and boards, 
for several years previous to 1877, to make the annual set- 
tlements required of them by law. There has been an improvement 
in these things in the last year or two, and I am glad to say, that 
under the management of the present efficient sheriff and a deputies, and 
boards of this county, this evil which has been the source of so 
much confusion, will soon be removed. The Boards promise to adopt 
such measures during this year as will enable them to make a com- 
plete exhibit of all things pertaining to the finances of the school system 
of the county in their next annual report. You will find the statis- 
tical part of this report correct. 

I visited all the schools taught during the year eighty-one in num- 
ber, most of which I found to be in a prosperous condition. The 
general attendance was better than that of any previous years, owing 
in part to the new feature in law, requiring an attendance of thirty- 
five per cent in order to continue a school, which serves as a mild 
compulsory law. One school was discontinued on account of failure 
to make the required per cent. I think also, that the improvement 
in attendance was owing to a decided improvement in our teachers, 
as a very large majority of the teachers employed were first class, 
not only accordingly to the grade of their certificates, but as shown 
by the fruit of their faithful labors, in devoting themselves to the 
highest interest of those committed to their care. 

I find that the law requiring the office of trustee to be filled by 
three instead of one as formerly, does not work well. It very 
frequently happens that there are three or four teachers applying 
for one school, the trustees fail to agree, and so refer the selection of 
a teacher to the patrons, they meet, hold an election which results in 
the choice of one by a bare majority, hence the opposing party are 
dissatisfied, and about half the school term expired before they be- 
come reconciled to send their children. I use every influence with 
trustees to get them to employ teachers with reference to the wishes 
of patrons. 

The law authorizing Teachers Institutes, was put in operation early 
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in the year. The Institute mot with verj- great opposition on the 
part of the public, who claim that the time allowed the Inetitntes 
Hhonld not be taken from the school month. They would favor 
iiiMtitutes, were the teachers required to uttend at their own expense. 
The opposition to the Institute is not confined to the public, as I 
believe a majority of the teachers of this county are opposed to the 
law; especially those who are teaching not for any love they have 
for the business, hut who are teaching for the sake of the money, 
and who do not intend to make teaching a profession. My own 
position on the subject is, that while the Institute has failed to some 
extent, to accomplish the object designed, it is in its infancy and mast 
have af;o and experience in order to secure the objects in view. I 
began the Institute work by holding two days sessions, but soon 
found it better to extend the sessions to four and five days. 

In conclusion I would say, that I think upon the whole the aebools 
of this county are in a prosperous condition and are gadually com- 
ing to the great object to be attained —the education of the masses. 

lEACHEGS AKD GRADES OF THEIR CERXlFlCATEa. 
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MORGAN COUNTY.— G-BORQB Buck, Sup't. 

The past scholastic year has been one of unusual 
school matters in this county. 
Our best citizens were found willing to accept the unsalaried 



REPORTS OP COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 61 

of our Free School system, and serve the people efficiently without 
remuneration. The teachers gave general satisfaction. 

The attendance, including the average daily attendance, was larger 
than in any previous year of our school history. The Baltimore & 
Ohio Kailroacf Company, for the first time, paid local school taxes in 
our county. The Board of Education of Bath District erected, at 
Berkeley Springs, one of the finest school buildings in the State, a 
large two-story briok, containing four commodious school-rooms, heat- 
ed with hot air furnaces, and furnished with the best patent seats and 
desks ; a building calculated to reflect credit upon the district, the 
county and the State, and to be of lasting benefit to those who are edu- 
cated within its walls. 

Two school houses are also being built in Cacapon District ; one for 
the colored people at Pawpaw, the other to take the place of an old 
one 

Several of our school-houses have been repaired ; a few others need 
it. Arrangements have been made for establishing a colored school 
at Berkeley Springs. A County Teacher's Institute was held at Berke- 
ley Springs extending through a period of eight days, which was at- 
tended by twenty-six of our twenty-nine teachers. Two of those who 
failed to attend the County Institute have not applied for a school this 
year. A Peabody Institute of ^ve days' continuance was likewise 
held at Berkeley Springs in the latter part of July, conducted by 
Professor Joseph McMurran of Shepherd College, which was reason- 
ably well attended, considering the busy season with our farmer 
teachers; \>\\t not as well attended as it should have been. Professor 
McMurran is a good instructor. His work was highly appreciated 
by our teachers, and I am sure ihey were greatly benefited by his la- 
bor amongst us. 

Our teachers are improving as rapidly as circumstances will admit. 
Two of them attended the Shepherdstown Normal School a part of 
last year. In a majority of our schools the people interested are de- 
manding a teacher holding a number one certificate. Heretofore we 
have had but a four month's term except in one district; in the com- 
ing year we shall have a six months' term in half the county, to-wit, 
in Bath, Cacapon, and Sleepy Creek Districts. Our present efficient 
Sheriff, Henry Willard. has paid all the teachers promptly, and I be- 
lieve, has made all the settlements required of him. TVe were fur- 
nished a sufficient number of copies of the school law to supply our 
school officers generally. A majority of our secretaries sent in neat, 
and very nearly correct reports, in proper time. One report, how- 
ever, was not received until the 12th of October. All the branches 
prescribed by law are taught in nearly all our schools. I would add 
book-keeping to the course, and substitute the Eclectic for Mitchell's 
geographies. 

A sufficient number of well qualified teachers is the great requisite 
of the Free School system. 

From one-fourth to one-third of our teachers, and generally the 
best ones, leave the profession every year. How can their places be 
filled with qualified teachers without too much expense to the people? 
I answer first, by retaining the County Institue as a means of in- 
troducing uniformity and method into our schools, and at a school foy 
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teachers eight days each year. In my opinion eighty days teaching 
by a teacher who has attended an Institute eight days will be equiva- 
lent to eighty-eight days teaching by the same teacher without the 
benefit of the Institute. If I am correct, then, the Institute will cost 
nothing, and should be retained. It will be necessary, however, 
for Boards of Education to enforce the penalty for non-attendance, 
otherwise teachers living at a distance from where the Institute is 
held will not attend. Secondly, I would establish, or at least encour- 
age, a school for teachers in each county. Perhaps a private sub- 
scription school, in which the art of teaching should form a prominent 
part of the course, taught by a competent teacher, about three months 
each year, commencing at the expiration of the public schools, would 
answer the purpose. Teachers, then, who had taught during the 
winter, could attend this school in the summer. Other persons ex- 
pecting to become teachers could likewise attend this school at less 
expense than by going abroad to school. 

But the surest plan, and probably the cheapest to obtain good 
teachers, would be for the people, through their Boards of Education, 
to offer sufficient salaries for good teaching, and teachers will then, 
somewhere, or some how, qualify themselves for the work; and 
teachers already qualified will have no inducement to leave the pro- 
fession for a more paying business. We might as well expect to buy 
the best family flour at $1.00 a barrel, as to expect to hire good teach- 
ers for less money than they can make at some other business in the 
same. time. Another topic deserves passing notice. As the attend- 
ance at school, though growing larger every year, is still far less than 
it should be. I would favor a compulsory school law whenever legis- 
lative wisdom shall be competent to the task of framing one that will 
be effective in its provision without being too oppresivo upon 
any class of our people. I must again recommend that StahTa 
Register, which is "a stumbling block" to some of our teachers, 
and "a rock of offense to others, be discarded, and that in its stead 
the State furnish financial books for the secretaries. The duty 
of the secretary in keeping accounts would then be reduced to the 
mere filling up of certain blanks, which should correspond to the re- 
port he is required to make. Uniform and correct reports might 
then be expected, instead of dissimilar and generally inaccurate ones. 

With the use of Stahl's Register, and our daily register, we have 
two records of the attendance. One would answer. Without such 
financial books as I have mentioned, we have no satisfactory record 
of the money expended. Again, if we use StahFs Register, we want 
about three thousand seven hundred of them ; there being about that 
many teachers. These, at $6.00 a piece, the only stated price I have 
seen (see Acts of 1875, page 197) would cost about $22,000.00, and 
last not longer than two years ; making a cost of $11,000.00 a year. * 

We would need but three hundred and fifty or sixty secretaries* 
books, which would probably cost $1,000.00 in all, and last about five 
years; making a cost of only $200.00 a year instead of $11,000.00 for 
the register.* 

Superintendent Wade*splan of organizing graduating classes in our 
Common Schools was presented to our teachers last winter and re- 

*The Stahl'8 Begisterscoet less than $1.00 a piece and annnaUy for the whole State, about 11,000.00 

State Supbbintendent. 
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j^ted by nearly all of thorn. We shall probably be able to introduce 
^he plan in a modified shape in the coming winter. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Sl^v*^ A Brady 1 

-^Hiry T Wirgman 2 

3 MonBoa 3 

J Hawyermale 2 

oah Potter 3 

^i^^hn Price 1 

^*I>linothy Moriirty 1 

W Corbett 4 

Li Widmeyer 2 

N Kirk 3 

M Duckwall 1 

E M Newman 3 

B Kidwell 2 

_ L Feamow 2 

^W A MarkeU 3 




C E WalUng 1 

J A Peck 8 

W H Clary 1 

B H Smith 1 

Miss T V NorringtOD 2 

JDOglesbee 3 

James S Michael 2 

J N AUchael 1 

R H Stotler 2 

Champ S Khade 8 

Geo M Smith 1 

Wm F Smith 1 

DWFearnow 2 

John HFiUer 1 

S B Edmiston 1 



NICHOLAS COUNTY.— Joseph L, Smith, Supt 

The foregoing financial report approximates correctness. Several 
items, especially "orders unpaid at beginning" and "orders unpaid 
at end of school year," were omitted by the district secretaries, in 
their reports to me, and of course conld not be incorporated in mine. 
Some confusion seems to have arisen in the accounts of one or two of 
the district boards, which we hope to correct during the ensuing year. 

I believe our school system is growing in favor with the people of 
this county, and that from a crude beginning, it has year by year 
grown in efficiency until those who were once its enemies are forced 
to admit that now it is doing a good work. I am glad, in this con- 
nection, to be able to report that the teachers of the county have ta- 
ken a lively interest in the Institutes, and, with few exceptions, all 
attended the full time required by law. At the County Instiiute last 
winter a resolution was unanimously adopted approving of the Insti- 
tutes, commending the wisdom of the Legislature in providing for 
them, and expressing the opinion that, as a means of training the 
teachers of the State for the responsible duties of their profession, 
they must necessarily be productive of great good. 

Our school law, though good in the main, and a credit to our young 
State, is nevertheless susceptible of some improvement. I suggest 
only one amendn?cnt: 

The money for the pay of teachers should all come from the State 
Fund ; District Boards should be abolished, and a County Board of 
Education provided for, with power to levy a Building Fund for the 
county; and one of the members of this board should be the treasurer 
of the School Fund instead of the Sheriff. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



WY Callaghan 1 

WF Callaghan 1 

J J Powell 1 

R E Robinson 2 

,TohD F Robinson 2 

L M Atwood 2 

J W Koontz 2 

BNMcCutchen 2 



P H Shawver 4 

W W Backus 3 

J C Hull 2 

H W Herold 1 

L W Herold 1 

John L McCoy 2 

J Murphy 2 

J C Ramsey 3 
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TEACHERS AKD CBADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— Oontinaed. 



D 8 Pettigrew 2 

Oeurge A Groves 1 

AH Young 1 

Georae A Heiold 1 

A J Uoran 1 

J W Tyree 2 



H PHardwav 3 

S C Cavendish 3 

B C McNutt 1 

Miss V E Hill 1 

(Jet^rge W Norris 2 

John \V Wrighl 2 



A W fiobbett 3 JaneEBurweli 5 

W W Kina. 2; F W Champ 3 

Hansford Pierson 3, J A Aldcrson 1 

H O Hill 2iJo8eph T Grose 2 

C H.Walkup 2 S P Shindle 1 



AT Groves i 

A A Hamilton 1 

1 M Cox 1 

BHDorsey « 2 

H Scott 1 

M V Williams 4 

T C Brown 1 

W.W^ones 2 



Cyrus McClung 2 

\V M McClung 3 

C V Foster 3 

John Kapp 4 

N C Hendrick 1 

George Grose 1 

J H Kobinson 1 

P D Uoran 1 



OHIO C0U:NTY.— J. C. maxwell, Sup't 

I have the honor of forwarding you my annual report of the Free 
Schools of Ohio County, for the school year ending August 31, 1878. 

I am pleased to bo able to state that the different district secretar- 
ies have promptly complied; with the law, in regard to the time of 
making their reports to me. In some cases with some little complaint 
of teachers for not making their reports full, and accute in some re- 
spects. This might, however, be remedied by the secretaries with- 
holding the last teachers' order until the reports were made complete 

in all respects. 

The County is divided into three districts and two independent 
districts. In the three districts there are twenty-nine sub-districts 
with thirty schools. Two of the sub-districts in Triadelphia District 
employ two teachers each. In Liberty District there is one colored 
school. They are not yet provided with a school house. The colored 
people seem anxious to improve, their children generally being stud- 
ious, and laboring hard. 

This county is well provided with school houses, the only inferior 
house in the County, having been replaced by a new brick house. 
This is in the independent district of Washington. It not being quite 
finished at the close of the school year, is not included in the tabular 

report. ^ , , 

The people of this County make ample provision for the education 
of the youth of the County, in furnishing them with good comfort- 
able houses and fixtures, and a fund large enough to carry on the 
schools from seven to eight mouths in the year. I believe there is no 
tax so cheerfully paid by the citizens of this County as the school tax. 
But while this is the case, I am constrained to believe they do not re- 
ceive an adequete return for the money expended. This is partly 
their own faultjoccasioned by irregularity of attendance. You will 
see by the tabular report that the attendance in the County numbers 
1,592 ; while the average attendance is but 936, or about 59 per cent. 
The average attendance is but about 43 percent, of the enumeration. 
I think a much larger attendance could be secured, if our legislators 
would provide a fund, to provide necessary books for those who are 
unable to provide them for themselves. One great obstacle to the im- 
provement of the schools as they now exist, is the meagre supply of 
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books. Many of those for wlioni the Free Schools are more especially 
designed, are I believe, kept away from inahility to purchase the ne- 
cessary books. J have sometimes thoii«i^ht it would be a matter of 
economy for the Boards ot Education to furnish all tlie books, either 
permanently at the ])ublic expense, or the people at publislicrs prices, 
nsin^ a part of the Building Fund for the purpose. 

I visited all the schools in the County once, many of them twice, 
and some of them three times. 1 tbuiid the general proiijrses and de- 
portment good. Jn some few the government not being all that 
could be desired. For this sometimest th(^ peojilc are to blame as 
much, if not inore than .the teacher. The teachers all ap])eared to 
be laboring faithfully, earnestly and conscientiously. Some lew have 
yet to learn '*how to leach." 

**Teachers' Institutes'* have heen held in the Oountv. at which 
nearly all the teachers attended, and T think with good results. 
Many teachers' with whoin I have conversed, admit that they found 
them a source of interest and profit. There is however, some dispo- 
sition to attend them if c;;nvenient, but not to use any extra exer- 
tion to make it convenient to attend. vSome teachers prefer loosing 
the time from their last month, rather than be at any expense to at- 
tend the Institute. I think the law might be made a little more 
stringent, with good effect. One difficulty in the wixy of these Insti- 
tutes being all that could be desired, is that there is no provision for 
supplying them with able lecturers, and first class educators, who 
could make their exorcises more varied as well as more .profitable. I 
would favor the setting apart of a sum for each county to pay the ex- 
pense of such persons. The teachers themselves cannot afford to do 
this. Or some educator of note might be emplo^^ed for several coun- 
ties at a reasonable outlay, and conduct institutes in those* counties 

ft/ 

in rotation. 

I have some doubt whether the present method of establishing 
•teachers salaries is the best one. There are some able and efficient 
teachers in the county, whose services should demand more than the 
ordinary teacher, while the latter will probably command the same 
grade of certificate and consequently the same wages.- 1 think it 
would be better to leave emplo^^ment of teachers to the trustees at 
such wages as the latter may think best to give. I think it would 
have the effect of arousing a spirit of emulation among teachers. 
They would be more anxious to establish a reputation. I deprecate 
the disposition also, of Boards of PMiication to reduce teachers salar- 
ies to the lowest possible point. It is calculated to make them lose 
all interest in their work. If they are true teachers they feel as if 
their labor was not appreciated. This county however, has not yet 
reduced salaries as low as they are in some other counties. 

To conclude, I believe Ohio County stands in the front rank, in the 
quality of her school buildings, in her provision for the support of 
her Free Schools, in the capability of her teachers, and in the ad- 
vancement of her children. 



9 



66 FBES SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIB CERTIFICATES. 



John W Hancher 1 

CLHowdl 2 



*Mary Patteraon 2 

8 J Carroll % 



^JennieLyda 21R M Pogue 






G A Kyle 1 

Alice B Eckhart 2 

Louisa B Muth 1 

A W MaxweU 2 

R Ella Baird 1 

♦Belles Warden 2 

♦Blanche M Blaner 2 

Mary V Bell 2i*Mary L English 1 

*C E TrusseU 3 *MedR White 1 

♦CM liggitt 1;*W W Foreman 1 

J C Frazier li«W F Mitchell 4 

J F Foreman 1(*H F Mc('ammon 2 

Pauline V Woods 3,*F E McFarland 1 

♦AnnaM Jeflfry 2G WMcCord I 



*W H Curtis 

*Brooks Hedges 1 

Jennie D McCleery 2 

W H Goslin 1 

Jennie M Ely 2 

W C Smith 1 

WE Hervey 2 



♦J C Settle 3 

♦sec Adams 1 

♦N A Thomburg 2 



W M Wirt a.. 1 

Chalmers Henderson 3 

J A Anderson 2 



♦M F Rocker i;«Ab bieJ Wall ace 2 

♦Examined only in primary branches. 

PENDLETON COUNTY— Wm. F. McQuain, Suft. 

I hereby submit my annual report for the year ending August 31 st, 
1878. I am glad to report that the condition of our schools is better 
than in the preceding years, and, in justice to the teachers, I must 
say that the improved condition is greatly due to their efforts to im- 
prove themselves, as is best evidenced in the elevation of their grades, 
and to their continued perseverance aud zeal in the school room to 
make more efficient and profitable the workings of the system of pub- 
lic instruction, and by these efforts they have awakened a more gen- 
eral interest on the part of the people, and have effected a more gen- 
eral understanding of the great advantages of popular education. 

The Institutes were held during the winter, and a large majority 
ot the teachers were in attendance. In conducting them, the sug- 
gestions ot the State Supeintendent were followed, and it was my 
earnest aim to make this new feature of the law as advantageous to 
the school as possible, and did all in my power to work out the very 
best results, and as a means of receiving new methods of teaching 
and of exciting interest as well as an emulous ambition to excel, my 
observation leads me to conclude that much can be said in its favor ; 
yet, upon the whole, it seems that the Institute feature is one not 
generally approved. 

In this, my last annual report, I take the opportunity of returning 
my sincere thanks to the teachers, school officers, and people of Pen- 
dleton county, for their co-operation and uniform kindness during 
my administration as their Countv Superintendent. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Isaac Hatrick 3 

G H Hiner 3 

Addison Harman .' 4 

J W Byrd 2 

O F Che«f 3 



A A Ilahn 1 

GM Schonccker 2 

G W Shirk 4 

J Cf Daliman 4 

L M Pope 8 



N W Eckard 3|RH Huffman 2 

John J Hiner liW N Murphv.. 3 

Fred Mooman ijj S Cunningham 4 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES — Continued. 



BCichael Maazy 2.DS Cunningham ^ 8 

i"«ac Foweli 2iN Job Ganger 3 

^Dliaoters 2;Phmp Nelson 2 

jE R Caricotf 2'A Day 8 

5 H Harrison 3" - 

5 ^ Simnnins 3 

8»lUe D Jones 2 

{•aiusL Dice 3 

gt EColaw ; 3 

g K: Hiner 6 

T Aft Jones 3 



Q^eo W Davis 



Levi Cunningham 4 

B C Harman 4 

A T(idhoun 1 

Jacob Harman.... 3 

JasTHirely 2 

JMMcQuain 3 

J W Cook 2 

James Williams 3 



Oeo W Grady 2lJohn S Bond 3 

i H Kiser 5 John T Masters 3 

g "W MuUenax ID N Landes 3 

^ "V Blakemore 1 . Martha H Ward 3 

g:^3Bi4 Puflfenbarger 3 1 George A Eye 8 

^IM Vint 3iJFSimmon8 2 

JJ^m C Blakemore 21 J M McMallau 1 

"J^ J Dunkle l^GeoM Viut 2 

^^ I^Devericks 3llsaiah Harman 3 

■^ -A Samuels 1 



i -A Gibson.. 3 

"^^ -ASwilier 3 

«a JPhares 1 

? ^'Phares 3 

fe. D Bennett 3 



Hioer. 



R D Rimel , 4 

Wm Breen 3 

WO Nelson 2 

Kate Croushorn 4 

D C Vance 5 

G W Pitzenbarger 4 



PLEASANTS COUJSTTY.-^G. W. Garrett, Sup't 

Herewith I transmit my annual report for the school year epding 
-"August, 1878. I visited all the schools but three, and found them all 
generally in good working order. 

Three trustees are a great evil. There are many schools at this 
time in our county in great trouble and difficulty, caused by the 
trustees differing with regard to the choice of teachers. 

Institutes, if well attended, and properly conducted, are great aids 
to our teachers. Our teachers attended well, and were much pleased 
with the institution. 

teachers and grades of THEIft CERTIFICATES. 



O Z Lowe 1 

C C Davis 1 

J FWayman 1 

J C Noland 2 

B F McVay ; 1 

A Bever llLaura Wilson 

Mantle Johnson lIMattie Wilsoa 



Nannie Hall 1 

Mary Ellis 3 

L D Ellis 3 

Annie CImley 1 

T S Ke&ter 1 

2 

2 



V B Little I'Ella Reynolds 2 

Viola Shinn 3lBFRiggs 3 

Susan C Lowe 2'JLMorland 2 

Annie M GorreU l|K B Edgell 3 

Daniel Beynords :. 2iRachel W Bymer 2 



Rd Lowzey 1 

LWT Martin 4 

Wm Richey 3 

Green Ruttencutter 1 

Wm H PUes 4 

G G Satterfield 2 

E T Fleming 1 

Sina A Locke 2 

K. C Edgell 2 

L A Ellis 1 

W Hamilton 3 

Alice Green 3 



Nicholas W Wells 2 

J LHammoud 3 

Ellis Edgell 2 

Alex CGorrell 1 

T L Barber 1 

M P Frettyman 1 

Miss ^'ed)ecott 2 

Sina Dix 1 

Mary Maxwell 3 

Milton Steele 1 

J W Johnson 1 
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POCAHONTAS COUNTY.— S. B. Hannah,' Suft 

I think the Bchools were taught successfully and efficiently with 
but few exceptions. 1 think I am safe in saying that the teachers feel 
tile resj)on.sibility of their ])Osition, and are endeavoring to render 
good work lor their remuneration. 

1 visite<l all the schools once, except one, and that was owing to a 
misunderstanding as to the time it closed. I visited many twice. I 
hoj)e and think the Teachers' Institutes are a benefit to them, if they 
right I \' a])preciate their motive. 

J suggest one change in our school law in regard to the District 
Boards of Ivlucation. 

1 sugge:5t a County Board, to consist of one member to be elected 
from each diblrict, with the County Superintendent President ex- 
officio) one clerk instead of the district clerk, and that clerk to be paid 
;!^ 100.00 for his services ; the Board to meet every two months at the 
county scat. Also that they be paid so much per diem, exclusive of 
County Superintendent. 

TEACIIEUS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Win F Arhogiist 1 

('has C Aihogast 2 

Uriah lUrd 2 



Miss Cora Grimes 3 

M G Mathews i 

N S Brulfy 2 



A 8 (ialli>i)iii 2iJ W Snedegar 2 

(j{'o A Burner 2iMiss Emma Warwick 1 

I' V Slavou 2[Miss M W Warwick 2 

L W Talbntt llMiss aria Wilson 2 

T W DavidMm 3 Miss L J Wanless 3 

CLStultiug 1 

C 1 Stulting 2 

John S Moore 1 

Geo Baxter 1 

Rev M D Dunlap 1 

.1 K W.KKldell 1 

Lee A Sullender 1 

Miss J>aura Lockridge 1 

Miss Nellie Stulting 1 

Geo S Weiford 2 

Elijah N Grant (colored) 1 

Alex Armstrong (colored) 3 



Miss V Lockridgo „.. 1 

Miss Maggir Evern 1 

Miss Lucy ( larkc 3 

A M L'K'kridge 1 

Jno C Mi'Laughlin 1 

,Ias W Warwick 1 

E M Moore 1 

Walter P Campbi-ll 1 

11 P Cosby 1 

J N Sharp 3 

• ' S W^armsh.'y 2 

BF White 2 



PRESTON COUNTY.— P. R. Smith Suy't 

In making to you my annual report of the schools for the school 
year closed, I regret veiy much that I was not a hie to send it at an 
earlier date, but it was impossible to do so, becau>e some of the secre 
taries tailed to send in their reports till within a few days ago. 

In viewing the history of our schools for the past year, we can 
truthfully say, we are piogressing— not so rapidly, perhaps, as wo 
ought, but it is deej), solid and permanent work that we are doing. A 
few years ago many of our teachers came from other States, andcounties 
of this State; now we have teachers permanently located in the 
county, and to get the one hundred and thirty-five teachers to teach 
the one hundred and twenty -five schools, it is not necessary to go out 
side of the boundaries of the county. Our teachers, too, will compare 
very favorably with those of neigl b )ring States, and counties of our 
own State. Of course there is much room for improvement; we are 
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Striving year by year, to moot this want and advance our intelligence 
to a state of relativo protioionoy. l.ast winter 1 j)aid one huiidred 
and nineteen vi8it^s to llio ^^olu)()l^s of the county, and found them with 
tew exceptions, all doing well. The toaohors wore earnest, each 
Htriving to do his work consoiontiously and to increase the present 
attendance. During the summer. Normal Schools were taught at 
Kingwood, Masontown and Valley J)istrict, by, respectively, S. W. 
Fike, v. S. Flemming and \V. S. Baylos. All of those schools were 
well attended by young hulios untl men, who reside in the county. 
Each ot those gontlemon deserves ospooial mention for tliegoo*. done. 
The ladies ana genllomon trained at those schools j)roved to be among 
the most through we examined in the county, and 1 conlidently pre- 
dict that at the oioso ot this school term thoy will stand in the ranks 
with the ])ractioal toaohors ot the county. J)ui'ingthe year, five new 
school houses wore oruotod, two in Keno Disti'ict, (>ne in Valley Dis- 
trict, one in Kingwood District, at an average cost of about $875.00 
each; and in the town of i*ortland a very elegant, andin architecture, 
second to none in tho county, save durability only, to the artistically 
finished brick in Kingwood, at a cost of about 68,000.00, desks and 
seats inclusive. J^ast winter 1 held five ''Teachers' Institutes," in- 
cluding one for the county, in Kingwood, and each with a session of 
four days; with fesv oxce})tions, every teacher in the county attend- 
ed one or other of tho>e gatherings. These Institutes were very 
interesting and instructive, rovolulioiiizing the old methods of giving 
instruction, lion. William G. Brown and Col. A. C. Baker, members 
of the Kingwood bar, and llev. Dr. Pretty man and Eev. 11. C. 
Blayney, of the Kingwood pulpits, desire to have their names men- 
tioned in this report, for the interest taken by each at the County 
Institute. lion. William G. Brown, delivered to the Institute a 
lecture of groat resoarch, depth of thought and ot very singular* in- 
terest, upon the Constitution of the United States, in which he traced 
the cause of its outgrowth for centuries before America was discov- 
ered, and concluded with the duties of American citizens to perpetu- 
ate it. The other gentlemen confined themselves to the subject of 
education. However, there is a strong feeling of opposition against 
the system of Institutes by many of our people. 1 am confident, if 
changes could be made so as not to impair the efficiency of the system 
and cause the i)eople to become i'econciled to this valuable auxilary 
in education, it would be very desirable. The more I think of the 
subject, the more 1 am convinced that attendance upon our schools 
should be made compulsory. , 

The cost for maintaining our schools in this county for the pasfc 
current school year, was 623,379. t)i ; yet the average attendance is 
but a trifle abovu fifty per cent of the six thousand four hundred and 
fifty -eight youths in the county, and one thousand six hundred and 
ninety-three of them did not attend a single day. It is admitted very 
generally, 1 believe, that education is one of the most effective pre- 
ventives of crime ; and if so, it is true, as Lord Macaulay said : "the 
right to punish crime, involvesthe right to prevent it.'' Then surely 
these one thousand six hundred and ninty-three 3'ouths in Preston 
county, should be made partakers of the great educational feast so 
liberally prepared for them at so great an expenditure. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



D H Savage 2 

AT Holt 2 

A E Davis 1 

H C Jones 1 

A F McMillan 1 

C H Foreman 2 

A W bnlder 2 

J P Jetteys 2 

A A Mennear 1 

Mason Wat»on 2 

W SBayles 1 

W Paston 1 

W R Shatter 1 

HCPoston 2 

James E Micbael 

George Shaw 2 

I H Hawthorn 1 

John H Holt 1 

B W McMillan 2 

O C CarroU 1 

Daniel Watson 2 

J A Bower J 

fiemjamine Arnold 1 

Eli Albright 2 

I A Beaty ^ 2 

A M Cob'in :. 2 

W Y Clyiic 1 

William B Dodge 2 

George 8 Deokins 2 

Pailey Debcry 2 

B H Elsey J 

Taylor Friend } 

John H Feather J 

J A Feather 2 

WB Freeland 2 

M C Feather 2 

L M Fike 1 

i«Yahk Gochey 2 

Jeaeee Hays J 

Scott Jones i 

CNLee 2 

Isaac P Martin 1 

George A Mayor 2 

J A Nugent 2 

W F Nfoe 2 

M E Robinson 2 

II L Thatler J 

A 8 Teats 2 

Charles T Vansickle 

M Wolf 2 

T B VA^olf 2 

J W Yeast ? 

EriaElsy J 

Jacob Feeam J 

Samuel Graham 1 

JohnRPeU } 

Joseph Graham \ 

8H Arnett « 

J A Jackson 2 

SN Rodgers 2 

H B Fortney } 

MSHinermau..:. 1 

J D Eichelberger 2 

JMLaughridge 2 

J W Shahan ~ i 

William A Watson 2 

A F Bimpson ^ 



R F Rightmere ; , 

J S Walter 

H W McCafferty 

R J Crogan 

A Rightmire 

J M Lit«inger 2 

Miss Hattie B Jones 1 

Miss Sarah E Frush 2 

MrsSV Ne«rter 2 

Miss J L Vandavert 2 

MissLeodica Frankhouse 2 

Miss Laura McGrew 1 

MrsJEDflvld 2 

Miss Jennie Loar 2 

Miss Alice A Mattingly 2 

Miss Lucr A Mattingly 2 

Miss Flora Bonafleld 2 

Miss Kate Daley 1 

Miss Mary A AndOrson 2 

Misa Alberta Shafffer 1 

Miss Maggie Gordan 1 

Miss Sarah Listed 2 

Miss Melissa Glenn 2 

Miss Hattie R Raney 1 

Jvlisto Aberta Glenn ~ 2 

Miss Jilia Coggeti 1 

Mibti Martha MeGeo 2 

MisdMary bweuringer 2 

tUisaMary Bayles 1 

Miss Margaret 8hahan 2 

Miss Hatue tan ice 3 

Miss Mary A Guthrie 2 

VVm M McCjiuuis 2 

BM isquiers 2 

T M tuidister 2 

vV A Goosemau 2 

TS Cuuningham 1 

Frank McKee 1 

E G Arnold 1 

A 1 Deoerry - 

I HCuppet 2 

J h Cuppet 3 

W W Bu.ith 1 

Marshal Friend 1 

W M Emery 2 

ILbteed 1 

L. F Aiyeis 1 

F PBurk 1 

William Colier 2 

I I Hadman '<i 

Evan King 2 

a T Wiley 1 

1 SNedrow 1 

Juhu Mathew 1 

.»jiiford Uuppet 1 

E H Abraham 1 

Westley Shahan 2 

W A Wolf 2 

I M Rush 1 

8 C Shaw 2 

K 8 Brown 1 

Stephen A Stansberry 1 

I E Mc Grew •? l 

iKudoluh Prouman 2 

'Daniel Bower 3 



PUTNAM COUNTY.— Addison Wolfe, Sup't. 

I have the honor herewith, to forward my first annual report of the 
condition of the Free Schools of Putnam county. Owing to the fail- 
ure of the secretary of Pocatalico District to furnish mo with his re- 
port at the proper time, I have been unable to make and forward my 
own report at an earlier date. To prevent these delays, it seems to 
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me that the County Superintendent should be clothed with power to 
compel the Secretaries to perform their duties. 

Tnere are in this county two graded, and fifty-six common schools, 
which are distributed among the different districts as follows: In the 
Independent District of Winfield one common school in operation this 
year six months. In Buffalo District, there were ten white and one 
colored common school, and one graded school, all of which were in 
operation four months. In Curry District there were ten common 
and one graded school, in operation three and one-half months. In 
Pocatalico there were nine common schools, in operation six months. 
In Scott there were ten common schools in operation four months. 
In Teayse's Valley there are seven common schools, six of which were 
in operation four months; the seventh only three months. In Union 
there were ten schools in operation four months. 

Most of the school houses in the county are in good condition, and 
supplied with comfortable desks and seats. Three new houses have 
been built during the year. 

With a few exceptions, I find the people of this county in favor of 
a system of Free Schools; but to some of the features of the present 
system, there are many objections. I shall mention the most impor- 
tant: 

1st. It is urged by many, that the district system is unjust, as it 
gives the wealthy and populous district a longer term of school, and 
lighter taxes than its j)oor and sparsely settled neighbor. In Poca- 
talico District the largest salaries have been paid to teachers; the 
schools have been kept up six months, with a tax of twenty-five cents 
on the hundred dollars valuation ; while in Curry the lowest wages 
have been paid, and the schools kept up only three and one-half 
months, the people paying a tax of fifty cents on the hundred dollars 
valuation. 

The grading of teachers on each branch is certainly a great bonofit, 
but the Examining Board is giving general dissatisfaction to both 
teachers and officers. It is not always convenient for teachers to at- 
tend the board at stated times, instead of at any time, as was the case 
heretofore. Trustees cannot have their schools Xiommence just at the 
time it would suit the people, because the teacher has not been exam- 
ined. It is no use to pay three men to do what one can do, and I am 
of opinion that the wages paid to the extra two, would be better ap- 
plied to the School Fund of the county. The examinations as now 
conducted are no fairer tests than the old method. Indeed, I do not 
think them at all fair, for when many are together for examination, it 
is impossible to keep them from communicating with each other. 
The result is, that many get grades to which they are not entitled. 
In short, the whole thing is a humbug and fraud upon the people. Let 
the Legislature be sure to abolish the Examining Board, and make 
such other amendments as in their wisdom may appear most necessary 
for the good of the Free Schools. 

TEACHERS AND GR \ DES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Maggie Grove 2|G T Anderson 1 

Minnie Johnson 2 Miss Alice Matrtin 2 

Vira Stevens liF M Sovine 2 

Hattie Horn 2 H M Sovine 2 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES Continued. 



Ira Ilanley 1 Uriah Tuck "r 3 

ChasFCall :j W L Eastf^rday 2 

Lycurgus Handl(\v 2 J C Billups 2 

J N Custo 3 Jam«?8T Morris 4 

E ESianher 2 S .1 Kane ; 1 

Win Starcher 2 W H Martt 3 

A C Blair 2 Mi^s Fannie Stark 2 

Miss S:irah LfM»te 2 WT Aloxandcr 1 

Miss .\[attie .^tark 2 E II Tucker 1 

AColt'-r IWm E Ilmidon 2 

J H CAlt'T 2 Miss Emma Thompson 1 

SN Williams 2 Mahlon Tfumipson 2 

SE .Saunders 2 Wm K Wils.n (colored) 3 

J R Shank 2 W A Nicholas 1 

* P Thomas 2.1 A Fowlkos 2 

D H Til. .mas 2 C M Fcrrir 2 

J II Kinnison 2C M Smith 3 

T n Honakor 1 J T Wcmi.-ldorl? 2 

C r Nish 2 MrsEuclla Frazior 2 

L(^wis liro.iaugh 2 Mrs E E Huffinuton 2 

C A Allen 2 Miss M J Cooper 3 

H E Burfor,! 3 Mis< M A Burnside 2 

.1 E Beller 3 S EH':rtIey 1 

C A Jividen :i Mi-s Carrie Hiighart 2 

C E Koss 2 S V Hartley 1 

Veto Farrar 2 Miss S J.Ton*»s 1 

J A Siiell 2 Miss Lucy M Clark 1 

J T Lanham 2 C M Sovine v. 3 

LPProffitt 1 TMConn'r 1 

R H Deardorf 2 J R .limmerson (colored) 3 

John C Brown IT W Kin.: 2 

RCCrusin 1 M M Parsons 3 

A A Ilandley 2 J ?I Kinnerson 1 

E M Mc(;allistor 1 C A Jividen 2 

C SHover 2nCTribble 2 

J P Smith 2 Miss Bettie C Revnolds 2 

Mi8>i C E Buffington 2 R W Lewis 2 

S W Leete 2 J M Killey 1 

Miss Annie V Brown 1 Miss Mary Stuart 2 

Miss Am mda Miller 2 r M Ferrar 1 

KA LEIGH COUNTY— Geo. W. Cook, Supt 

There has been quite an improvement on the part of teachers, and 
consequently thoy have <2^iven more t^eneral satisfaction in teaching. 
The several districts are tolerably well furnished with houses. In 
Trap Hill one house (aui<ht fire from a defective flue, and was burnt 
down. The i^reatest harrier to the success of the school system is the 
financial condition of the districts. Some of them have been in debt 
for several years, and continue so. The Boards of the several districts, 
in determining^ the amount to be levied, do not make sufficient allow- 
ance for old orders, commission, and delinquents, and consequent! 3' 
the fund falls short. Some of the districts were compelled to discon- 
tinue their schools at the close of three months. Teachers manifest 
quite an interest in atteiulini^ the County Enstitute, and doubtless it 
has been a m'.^a is of instruction and alvancomont to them By no 
moans would wo have the act. authori/.inuj ('ounly Institutes, repeal- 
ed. We have had three schools, kept up during the summer, which 
have afforded means of instruction to young teachers. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



S A Williams 2GB Vin. s 2 

Sianna Roles 4 Anderson Stover 3 

Thaddeus Scott 2 Joseph Carper 2 

John Webb 3 Virginia McGinnis 3 

Geo Bailey 2;LFMeador 1 

C M Callaway 3!Allen Williams 4 
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H B Va» : 2|D F Hale..* 1 

Harvey Cook .*. : 2|'Atex i Watti^ » „ 8 

Daniel HoUandsworth 4|Ardelia Pack. 8 

WmC UoUandaworth *....«« 2 Wm 8 Mandervort „ „ 8 

A WHawley 2 Robert MoConiiHack :, 3 

Prank BaUey 8'JN^rker «. '. 2 

J W Johnson 9 J H* Jordan. ^ 8 

Ee^t Prince «...^ ~. .SiJohn Lilly 2 

AC Qodbey 40 M Breed „ ^ 8 

M L Elliflon ^ 2| Francis Furrow ^ 3 

GlermanClay - ^....-..v SjA B Vines ~ 3 

CephaaLllly - 8|TC Miller 3 

T J Callaway ^ ajWm P Mankin 8 

Wm.G Callaway 2iMartha McVey „ „ 8 

JatF Webb SiSarah Godbey 8 

Jas A Tbwnsley 5!EnimanueI Green.. 4 

Milton Curtis 8|Meli8sa Robinson 2 

NPOrvis. 2|PP Garland , ^ 2 

J S McCarthy 2:SGEUl8on 8 

John McVey- 2jWm L Braggr. 8 

Jane McVey SjJoseph Maynor 4 

A J Hatchinson 3'Elam Scarbrough 4 

O S Riffe 2| Wm Garretaon 8 

FH Brickey SjE H Daniel 3 

Wm H McGinni8....> 2'Jno F Jones ^ 2 

Jane Calfee 2|Wm T Harper ;. 3 

Lizzie Oaks 3 C P Stover 2 

A J Williams 3G (r Thompson 3 

B F.Richman 3 A L Richmond 3 

WmBRichman ! 3= 

RANDOLPH COUNTr—ALoNzo F. Wilmoth, Sup't, 

I have the honor to submit to you the annual report of the condi- 
tion of the Free Schools of Randolph county for the school year end- 
ing August 3l8t, 1878. 1 had hoped to be able to forward it to you 
by the 30th of September, but owing to the failure of two of the dis- 
trict secretaries to report within the time required by law, I am a few 
days behind time. 

The financial part of this report shows that the total receipts tor 
all purposes during the year, amounted to $7,021.99. The total ex- 
penditures for building purposes amounted to $1,922.17, and for 
teachers $4,832.33, making the total expenditures for all purposes 
$6,764.50, and leaving a balance to the credit of the county of $267,49, 
$219.02 of which belongs to the Building Fund and $48.47 to the 
Teachers' Fund. The average salary of teachers was $24.85. The 
cost of education per pupil was $4.71. As you will see, I have only 
reported the amount of the last yenr's levies and the money that 
really came into the sheriff's hands. I have not attempted to make 
a statement of the balance to the credit of the different districts at the 
beginning of the school year. The old fund is in the hands of the late 
sheriff, and a part of it subject to outstanding orders. The amount of 
these ordeits is not definitelj^ known at this time, and it would not be 
possible to make a correct financial statement of it now. Besides, 
this fund is in litigation in the Circuit Court, and the present sheriff 
refuses to be charged with it till it has been finally adjudicated and 
paid over to him. When he receives the money, and is charged with 
it, it can be reported, hereafter, as money froni other sources. » 

Fifty-seven schools have been taught in the county during the 
yjefar, the average term being three arid a half months. Some of the 
Boardspf Education failed to lay a.levy snfl3:cient,.w.ith the aid of the 

10 
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State Fnnd, to keep the schools in operation fonr months, as required 
by law. This, however, was not intentional, but was owing to the 
iact that the boards did not know what levy was necessary. It is im- 
possible to ascertain just what levy is necessary to run the schools the 
required time. 

During the winter I visited tnost of the schools, and from what I 
saw and hoard of their success, I believe that the school work of last 
year will compare favorably with that of any previous year. The at- 
tendance was about the same as that of the year previous. I believe, 
however, that our teachers were more industrious and faithful than 
usual. There has been, I am glad to say, a decided improvement in 
our teachers within the last year or two. This is encouraging; for as 
are the teachers, so will be the schools. 

Our County Institute was held at Beverly, in February, and, consid- 
ering the inexperience of our teachers in* Institute work, I believe it 
was a success. We enrolled during the session thirty-seven teachers. 
Several of our teachers were not in attendance, some having attended 
Institutes in other counties, and others being allowed by the boards 
to teach the eight days. Previous to its organization there was a mani- 
fest opposition to the Institute, but those who witnessed its practical 
workings and have observed its results, no longer doubt the utility of 
these meetings. I am clearly of the opinion that these Institutes, if 
properly conducted, will accomplish incalculable good. They have 
already not only enkindled the enthusiasm of teachers for their pro- 
fession, increased their knowledge of the school branches and of the 
methods of instruction, but the interest of the public generally has 
been awakened in behalf of the cause of education. 

By reference to my statistical report, you will see that there are in 
the county two thousand five hundred and eighty-one youths of 
school age, and we register in our schools one thousand six hundred 
and forty-three, while we have an average attendance of only one 
thousand and twenty -five, or not quite 40 per cent. This meager at- 
tendance is certainly a great evil, and one that should be speedily ar- 
rested if possible. Generous provision has been made to meet the 
expense of educating all the children, both of the rich and the poor. 
Still it seems that the parents of many of these children do not suffi- 
ciently appreciate an education to allow their children to receive this 
great blessing which legislation has provided for them. A good com- 
mon school education is the inalienable and sacred right of every 
child, and it should be regarded as unworthy of a citizen of this Re- 
public to bring up a child without giving him such an education as 
will prepare him for the discharge of the duties of an American citi- 
zen. 

We have in the county fifty-two school houses, twenty-seven frame 
and twenty-five log. The houses, lots and furniture are together 
valued at $13,933.50. Two houses were erected during the year. 

At the last general school election, Mingo District voted against the 
"power to levy." The vote of the district was again taken on the 
question last August, and was almost unanimously in favor of the 
levy. 

Judging the future from the past, I am sanguine in my belief that 
the efforts of those who are laboring faithfully in the cause of .educa- 
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tion will be crowned with BUcceBS, and that the opntiiiaance and pros- 
perity of our Preo School System is a certainty. 

TEACHEBS AND G&ADES OF TH£IB CEBTmCATES. 



Jas J Mftdden^ 

JH Hamilton » 

^rtbur Bradlev 

HinLuthera Bradly.... 

€ A Steele 

BW Taylor 

J H U Butcher 

Miss Teresa Cain 

Miss Nora Moore 

W P Madden 

FP Madden 

J H Fitswater. 

J LBoaworth 

CHBice 

L H Schoonover 

L D Wilmoth 

MinS A ChannelL 

J BCanfield 

£ B Skidmore. 

JH UiU 

J B Blackman ^. 

A SBoaworth 

TC Curtis 

PCWelby 

Miss Maud Cheneoweth. 

RH Scott 

Miss Luceha Morgan 



8 



MlssLucj Sexton. 



4 MissFGawthrop. 

2 W 8 Strader 

2 Euirene Brown 

2 JRClem , 

2 Martiu Madden 

4 Arnold Wilmoth .. 
2 Miss M U Butcher. 

2 M E Lawaon 

3 W Bennett „.. 

2 WHBosely 

8SW Wilfong ^ 

5 Bascum Warner.... 

3i James Movie 

4; John MoTle 

1 Miss M A Dunkin. 

2;j W Price 

2iWLKee 

SIC Marsteller 

2 JH Daft ^ 



A L Findlev 

Miss AnxeUa ScoU 

Miss M A Mayo 

P M Hart 



5 John Hutton. 
5 J C Beed 

4 



s 

1 

2 

5 

4 

a 

1 

3 
5 

5 
5 

4 
5 
4 
2 
1 
1 
4 
5 
5 
8 
8 
4 
1 
3 



KITCHIB COUNTY.— G. W. Lowtheb, Sup't 

I have the honor to submit that the general prosperity of our schools 
during the past year has been good. We have eighty-eight school 
houses in the county, and have had a "four months'' school in each. I 
am sorry to report that I was prevented by sickness from visiting a few 
of the schools while in session. However I visited all but five, and 
found them, with very few exceptions, in a prosperous condition. It 
is gratifying to note that most of our schools were taught by home 
teachers, only six being from other States, and about the same number 
from other counties. 

The Board of Examiners raised the standard of qualification at the 
beginning of the year, requiring ninety per cent for grade No. 1, and 
it has had a marked effect upon the schools. It has stimulated our 
teachers in their efforts to qualify themselves, and consequently many 
of them are much more successful than ever before. Several of our 
young teachers are attending school, and we may expect a more 
efficient corps of teachers next year than we have had this year. 

Another thing destined to greatly improve the character and qual- 
ifications of our teachers is the Teachers' Institute. We held four 
County Institutes in the county with an average daily attendance of 
forty teachers, only ten teachers in the county failing to attend. I 
consider that it has already accomplished much good, but by a more 
thorough knowledge of its object, and better acquaintance with the 
work it is designed to do, we expect to make it much more useful in 
the future than it has been in the past. The Institute law has many 
foes in this county, but we expect to make it a source of so much 
benefit that its enemies will be ashamed they were ever known to op- 
posed it. 



76 ' f Art 'se^o^ts. - 

Notwithstandihg the goneiraV' prosperity ^of oiHjv-fiCboald^, th^e are 
(iifficultios to contend with in the adrainistration of the present 
system, to which I would most respectfully call your attention. Grant 
district, with $59,581.88- worth of taicaWe property, and having the ad- 
.Yantage of an annual incamefrom the railroad of more than $1,060.00 
<can support twenty-four schools' and pay its teachers salaries from 
820.00 to $40.00 per month by laying it& levy at ^tleea eents on 
the $100.00, While Miirphy district, with about one-third that 
amount of property and no railroad mxist support twenty schools, arid 
in order to do it must lay its levy at sixty cents on the $100.00, aitd 
then can only pay teachers with first grade certificates $26.00 per 
month. 

Under this. .arrangement all the first grade teachers rush for eni- 
ployment in the better districts, and the poorer districts must take 
such teachers as they can get, which is generally of the third aiid 
fourth grade. The effect upon the schools is sadly noticeable. The 
- people of Murphy district, seeing they cannot compete with other dis- 
tricts, have but little energy or enthusiasm in the matter and donse- 
quently no advancement. 1 would respectfully submit that in my 
humble opinion, this should be remedied by generalizing the funds of 
the different districts ; let the school administration of a County Board 
of Education, consisting of a president ; a commissioner from each 
district; and the County Superintendent, the latter acting as secretary. 
This county pays its secretaries $25.00 each, amounting to $125.00. 
By adding this to the salary of the County Superintendent according 
to the above arrangement, it would enable ^im to devote more time 
to the bttsiness-and his reports would most likely bo more correct than - 
they are in many instaucea under the present system. ... 

-Another defect ■ ih our present ^ystem^ and to which your attention,, 
has been called by others," i^. the- iiregularity with which our fichool 
funds are disbursed. I. think the sheriff sl^quld be required to pay 
over at stated times :the school moneys to a county treasurer, se that 
teachers would be suI^e of their money aSs soon as earned. 

TBACHEks AND OB>a)E8 OF THiaB GERTiPlC^TES. 



M 
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JM McKimey .,..., I 

WmLHays. ..:..:....;..:. ^....... 1 

CNSnodprass :........ ...............; 1 

Miittie^o?::riB , , 

' S L Yoting 1 

T M Murphy '.: - - '.... 

J H Linneger 1 

Aaron DeloDg .......M '..... 1 

G AGorbin : 1 

M L Corbin 1 

J E Conn..... i...;.. .:....::... ......-.* •... i 

J A Tftnnehill ..; •? 1 

RH Martin 1 

£ S Showalter..- ♦ > ,.... •. 1 

JF Cunningham... .* ,., 1 

WmFHudkins 1 

EliaabethBasim. .^...... 1. 

Hiram S Dotts , 1 

Joseph V Dotts : .i ii l 

Wm M, Cox ,.,...,, I 

J E Cross %.'.. 1 

Addie S^rpoint ^ .....v^*.- -»-« 1 

ZoraB Cannon....... ........a ;.....i......... ...... 1 

Jacob Cokel6y» 2 



L H Tripfpett , ;;/ 2 

& A.jMwmr.:.....: ;;....;...........,.. 2 

I B Lambert ;......-......... 2 

MattieC iHlworth...:....*.:..; : I, Z 

Viola Keed^.. „ » ; ;^. 9 

W S LuzaderJ 3 

iSmisF Rauaolph.......... ....... 3 

DoraHeatou. ..►«.,.....,.,...•.....; 3 

Mary A McGinnis , 3 

MattiQ-C Ehret ...i.' ;. 8 

J G Lowther ■. 3 

Maggie Wolf. » ; *..,........ ^ 

Caifle McGregor » " 3 

A P Garner..; «... ., ;.. 3 

Ba;rter McGr^or :.... 8 

Wm Jones ^ ; a 

PASayre. - 3 

Alice Ajers... .• .v..;...-.;.... 3 

Ella Pierpoint. , 3 

Bessy CorMik ; « ^ S 

Clark. Woofter^. ....,.,.■....,„ » 3. 

Laura VHaH....'.; ;« -. „ 3 

EllaBymer :,...,..;. 3 • 
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•TEACH.BRS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES ContijlUed. 



N E Lough 2 I^ewis Garriaon S 

a PCrumet 2 tl S Hoflf. 8 

GJGluYer i 2 DA McGinnis : 3 

W CMcKiuley 2:REFa8t ; S 



G S Smith 

DWCox 2 



Hattie SmxJe v 3 

Cona Norton •. 3 



Jacob Ritchey „ 2 Wui J Liuch 3 

Albert Thrash 2;MaRgie A Bee 3 

D. B. Cuuningham 2 Julia A Dotts 3 

Locy B Kercheval 2 John Sharpnaek 3 

Mary Gordon 2 J M JJ Reed , 

W 8 Luzader 2 Emma Horner 

Addle Lowther 2iML Law 

D V Bayne 2;T J Ehret 

XJM Wtener 2 T M Boyd 

L T Buckman ". 2'Melcemi J McGinnis 

Alice Keed 2' A I) Adams 

Myrth Emma Bartlett 2 Ellon Durkin , 

WmL Miller 2 JohnOLinch 

■ Emma McCollum 2'Kate Douglass 

W B McGregor 28 H Criss ....: 5 

P J Massey 2 E L Goff. 5 

Maggie Cokeley 2 JS Archbold % 

TW Ireland 2 Ben Davis 6 

J F Griffin 2:Rosa McGregor 5 

CLetorrie 2|V F Rand olp h 5 

ROANE COUNTY.— P. C. Vinyabd, Sup'L 

On entering upon the duties of my office I found it necessary, as 
the schools had advanced and the general school interest had increased, 
to raise the standard of teachers. This I did, and endeavored to 
keep it up throughout all my examinations, thus giving to. teachers, 
if possible, no grade certificate but that justly merited, and I think 
aW examinations should be a thorough test of scholarship. Teachers- 
shourld not be paid according to grade of certificate as that has a ten- 
dency to make rogues and liars of those examined. They should be.^ 
hired by the Board of Education, according to reputation as teachers. 

We have oighty-two schools, taught generally by efficient teachers, 
of which eighty-three were examined this year ; in which 14 received 
No. 1 certificates ; 41 No. 2 ; 24 No. 3, and 2 No. 4, and 2 rejected; be- 
sides we have five teachers holding professional certificates, and four 
holding Normal School iDiploraas. 

Our Institutes have been doing good work in the promotion of our 
school interest, but in the present system of law it doe^ not meet with 
success, as it forces the teacher to attend or lose his per diem salary, 
thus he comes in many instances, merely to be present, and thinks of 
takitig no active part, whatever, and stubornly performs duty assign- 
ed him. And the citizens view it as robbing their children of eight 
days schooling, and that they are paying the teachers for his instruc- 
tion. Not knowing that the teachers of this State labors twenty-two 
days, while-all other States require their teachers to labor twenty days 
for a month— the teacher works two days for nothing. I would sug- 
gest that the school month be made twenty days, and that the teach- 
er could attend either State, County or District Institute to make the 
eight days required. 

I made seventy-two visits to schools and found most of them, I am 
happy to say, in a prosperous condition; but one fault is that. all 
branches required by law, are not taught-; I called the attention of 
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teachers to form classes in all the common branches if possible. Whil6 
the school houses are generally good, or can be made so by a little re- 
pairing, they are rudely seated, some with tolerably good desks, some 
with long benches, and some with nothing bat rails and slabs for seats, 
and all poorly furnished with black-board surface. Our school prop- 
erty is greatly destroyed every year by holding big meetings in the 
houses. While I am in favor of religion, I am opposed to carrying it 
on in camp-meetings in our school houses, and if so, let each denomi- 
nation, holding such meetings, pay all damage done school property. 
In my visits to schools I noticed the progress of school and method of 
teaching, heard recitations, gave instructions where necessary, and 
called the attention of the school to the importance of getting an edu- 
cation. 

Normal Schools. — There are several teachers from this county at* 
tending the Normal Schools of this State. I wish them success. I 
look upon the Normal Schools as the leading element of our Free 
School system. They give it vitality. J 

I know this report to be incorrect in the finances of some districts, 
as the desultry and ignorant way in which some of the secretary's 
keep their books, and make their reports, readily shows that a correct 
report cannot be made from the material furnished. 

I do favor the extending of the duties of the County Superinten- 
dent making all orders of finance pass under his investigation, and 
by so doing thousands of dollars would be saved yearly, and let him 
keep all books and make all reports. 

Levy. — I think our coming Legislature will deem it important to 
make all levies for school purposes a state levy and save so much con- 
fusion about the levy question. 

Our Free School system has a wide and popular hold on the masses 
of our county, which is shown by the almost unanimous vote given 
in favor of levy at our last election. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Mias Arrena Tyron 3 

JAA Vandale 2 

Miss Fanny Bates 2 

Miss Ida C Flesher 3 

Miss Virginia Flesher 4 

N B Hotf. 2 

Miss Mary L Butchers 8 

W W Hamiuack 3 

Henry Smyth 2 

M Hammack 3 

Webeter Butcher 3 

Jeremiah Young 2 

John K Young 3 

S B Seaman 2 

J N Board 2 

Mc D Hershberger 1 

Wm'Sutler 3 

C S ilall 3 

Miss Sarah Keflfer 3 

Miss Rhoda Ketter 4 

Miss R C Brown 2 

Mrs RL Cork 2 

M F Simmons 2 

Lewis Peters 2 

Miss Nellie Daniels '^ 

MissLouira StuUer 2 

C|W Lewellen 1 

-^XeweUen 2 



D B Satimer o 

I N Ross 1 

W F Fore 

Miss Belle Springston 8 

W F Bernon ^ 2 

Miss Elorence Armstrong 2 

Miss Myrtle Armstrong 8 

E W Straley 8 

1 F Conley l 

J H Hunt.; 2 

J C Whtted 1 

J W Ball , 8 

Bennett Cook ^ 2 

J R Davis 2 

W PRiley 2 

C C Summers 2 

T W Hughes 2 

C W Fleshman , 2 

I L Riley 2 

F E Riley ^ i 

J K Jones ^ i 

Miss AC Riley 2 

J D Arnold 1 

MissMF Ainold 2 

MF Osborne 2 

J E Taylor 2 

J E Hunt 1 

C D Hunt ^ «... 2 
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TEACHEBS AND GBADES OF THEIR CERXIPICATES-Continued 



Adison Casto 2 

J W Lowman 2 

Edward Ck)rder , 2 

C C Stewart 3 

J B Smith 2 

W L Starkey 2 

J B Short 3 

W P Elliotte 8 

W B Carper 3 

S B Carper 2 

C A Drwsoq 4 

John A);House 1 

J F House 1 

J G Fuaate 2 



W E Ryan 2 

Miss L Gordon « 8 

J W Gordon 8 

J D Hopkius „ 8 

MAC Hopkins 2 

H B Hughes 1 

L MFerrell 1 

J C Lowe 2 

Miss S Springston 8 

CBartlette 2 

C L Goodwin « 8 

L D Starkey 1 

Miss B £ Ferguson 2 



SUMMEES COUNTY— D. G. Lilly, Sup't 

In presenting my second annual report, I have the satisfaction of 
informing you that I have secured some improvement in the keeping 
of school accounts, though we have decided room for improvement 
yet, as shown in the fact that hardly any trustees ha-^e reported, and 
the accounts of apportionment for transfers and colored schools have 
been very imperfectly kept; and as I showed last year, some of our 
froms are ill adapted to the purpose. Any one that understands sim- 
ple alligation knows the falsity of Prof. Stahl's rule for finding the 
average percentages, as also the form for finding the average ages, 
which latter can be done only by taking the sum of the ages throughout 
the county as the dividend, and the same for the State. So the book reg- 
ister that is supplied not to ally but to a few, of the schools, which re- 
quires the teachers to put down the names in alphabetical order, as it 
they had the supernatural gift of prophecy, so as to know before hand 
precisely what persons would attend the school. 

I think, on the whole, that our school system is improving. There 
are now schools established within the reach of all our citizens as far 
as I can learn, though there are a few without houses in Pipe Stem 
District, for the reason that the Board has not yet made satisfactory 
arrangements about land for building sites. Still a county as poor as 
this cannot be expected to have a truly efficient sybtem of schools 
while under BO unjust and unequal a system ot taxation that some 
districts can never run the four months, which is the minimum re- 
quired by law. The constitution positively states that all taxation 
for general purposes must he uniform throughout the State, and the 
compromise clause for district taxation does not exonerate the Legis- 
lature from the duty of making the State Fund large enough to guar- 
antee, with what money the local tax may raise, the required mini- 
mum of four months to every district in the State. As to your be- 
lief that the less cultivated districts do not require so much schooling 
as the more refined neighborhoods and that a general tax would rob the 
strong to help the weak, it is only the old cry against the Free School 
system per se. It must be remembered that the white population of 
our mountains are mostly of the royal saxon stock, the race especially 
capable of the highest degree of developement; and while some fam- 
ilies, by gross indulgence in strong drink, tobacco and coffee, and an 
nndue preponderance of flesh in diet, without the counteracting in- 
fluence of literary advantages on the mind, have degenerated intQ 
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"meaD whites," this is not true of oiir people as a whole, and the 
bracing air and magnificent scenery of our mountaris are influences 
for developitiont not to be despised, but we cannot do as should be ex- 
pected while hampered with so inefficient a system of schools. I re- 
peat, that it is manifest injustice, tax one district four times as much 
to the dollar as another; and give the former only half- the schooling 
th*at the latter has, as is often actually the case in our State. The 
Normal School at Concord, and the different Institutes we have had 
in the past three years (commoncing with the Peabody Institute at 
Hinton in 1875), together with the introduction of the West Virginia 
Educational Journal amx)n g our teachers, have had an appreciable 
effect in raising the professional standard; but the Normal Schodl is 
sadly deficient in apparatus, aiul our Institute law has not as yet 
had a sufficient trial. I appointed as conductor of our first, County 
institute, a teacher long and widely known for extraordinary skill in 
the art of teaching and for life-long services to the cause. of education 
outside the school room ; but the majority of the teachers importuned 
me so persistently to allow them District institutes, that I allowed 
them to assemble iii districts the first ijear, with the result that might 
have been expected, the meetings not doing as much good as should 
have been desired, and as I informed you in a special communication, 
two of the district secretaries allowed full pay to teachers that failed 
to attend. 

TEACHERS ANDCfRADESOF THP:iR CERTIFICATES. 



Peter L Alderson r I II Havnes 2 

Chas H Graham 1 L M Green 3 

H Zack Martin 1 Marcel lus Buhrman Goodall 3 

Valerius Victor Austin 1 William Houchins, Jr 1 

Chas Alien Clark 1|J Granville Meador..., 1 

Wm J Kirk 2'J>avis Jackson Mann 2 

Wm Moody Meador 2 Charles William Gore 2 

WmLComniack 2 Luther Lybrook Chambers 3 

J J Foster 31 AllKjrt E Cotton 1 

Wm Henry Manser 2 LB Arneit 2 

JasH Miller 1 . William H Holroyd 2 

H J James llFloyd Walker (colored) 3 

M L Hurley 1 Joseph H Harvey ; 3 

John E Akers 4:]^ewis C Harvey 3" 

Wm A Lowe l,.Ti)sei>h Peters 1 

N McNeer 2 William Robert Neely 2 

John W Harvev 2 Alonzo M Hutchison 1 

W B Dean '. llP B Pntton 2 

Clemens Green 3 I. T. A rmstead (colored) 2 

Geo Wm Leftwich 3 HF Kesler 1 

JasF Akers 2 F H Brown 3 

Chas V Ashworth 2 Miss Mary B Miller 1 

Thomas John Cotton 2 Miss Anna A Hoge 1 

Johp James Meador 2, Miss Rebecca C Pack 1 

David Newton Ellis 2 Miss Lucindi C Ball 1 

A A Allen 1 Miss Mary Martha Foster 2 

Elijah B Lilly : 2 Miss I Foster 2 

J W Alderson 2 Miss Lilly Dale Evans 2 

JP Maddy 2 Miss A niminta Meador 2 

R W Clark 2 Miss Ella M Lively 1 

G B Scott 2 Miss V V Helchor 2 

George Washington Ballcntfee 1 Miss Nancy Bolle Clark 1 

Wellingtjm L Hutchison 2, Miss Helen Portcrliehl (colored)..^.. 3 

TAYLOK COUNTY. -Horace Noyes,%)7. 

From inperfections in reports it has been nearly, if not quite im- 
jjosible. to make a perfectly correct report of both financial and 
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Statistical matters relating to the schools in the county, but I have en- 
deavored to getat facts as nearly as possible, and while from the man- 
ner of keeping account in some districts no exactness could be reached, 
yet I have no doubt the money has been honestly appropriated by the 
several Boards, and I hope to induce the secretaries to be more 
accurate in keeping their accounts, and to this end have recommended 
that they use three books; one for recording all the actw of the board ; 
one as a day book for financial accounts; one as a ledger with ac- 
counts 0])encd with sheriff's, and each sub-district, &c., by these 
means the accounts can at all times be corrected if found otherwise. 

In Pruntytown Independent Districts, no levy has been made for 
Buidling Fund, and I learn such as been their usual practice, yet they 
have expended more than SIOO.OO, and charged under that head. It 
is due to them to add that they claim their Charter authorizes 
them to do so, but their accounts cannot be maae to balance, nor can 
mine made as it is from theirs, Unless forced ; this I do not consider 
that I am allowed to do, nor can i adopt this course with *i.ny of the 
reports that do not allow of it legitimately. 

In regard to Institute work in our county, the last year it undoubt- 
edly had a good effect and was plainly visible over the whole county. 
Our schools were never so prosperous, and with but slight exceptions, 
all teachers seemed desirous to do their best and consequently 
were successful in most iustances. But for the" coming sessioi;i I 
have great fears as we carinot go to the expense for outside help as we 
did last year and without this the matter will soon grow weari- 
some. 

It must be a man of far more than common abilities and attain- 
ments to conduct the Institute for eight days and keep up the interest 
as it must be, or the time is worse than lost. I therefore as requested, 
give the oj)inion that the law needs at least to be greatly modified, the 
time reduced one-halt or more and may be altogether repealed. 

The system of three trustees has in this county worked evil, and 
only evil, different trustees in the sub-districts have had their favorite 
forteacher, and beingunwilling to yield, have caused much trouble. In 
one sub-district five or six teachers have been partially or entirely 
eni>;aii:ed, vet the schools have now no teacher. 

I would also suggest a re-arranging the blanks for reports, es- 
pecially those of the secretary of the boards. To illustrate, the 
headings -'in sheriff' shands" and "balance on hand" are repetitions, as 
all the money on hand is in the slieriif's hands, and all money in sheriif's 
hands is balance on hand. 

■ Also would suggest that all the headings of columns be printed 
at right angles with the columns. This would be a great help to one 
unaccustomed to accounts, while the eye is hunting up the proper 
column they frequently lose sight of the column before 

'^EACUERS AND GKADKS OF THEIK CERTIFICATES. 



Miss Nellie Core 2 

E W Mill«»r 3 

John F Mason I 

James B Martin 2 

.Tames Leizinger 5 

P id O'Brien 1 

11 



BFBurlett 2 

F C Davis 2 

T Blordyce 2 

J R Reed 6 

JL Leonard 1 

SNTharpes 1 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES — Continued. 



E L Hertzog 1 

Miss Jennie Brock 3 

Miss M M Barnard 3 



Miss A A Coplin 2 

SCNixun 2 

Miss S Buinhridge 2 

Miss A Cochnui 2 i.T M Jelfers 1 

MissGussio Mackin 3 I Miss llelliiti St (.'liarlo»§ 1 

MissCK Bainbndge 3 () (.' Kim-aid 4 

tfolouion Pw 2 'Mrs 8 A Murtin 4 

James ('Dchran 1 >r J I.awlcr 2 

W L llvaii I Miss Wilia (Jrove 1 

N W Ni'whrauKh 2 Milliard Catlu-r 1 

JPMnrpiiy 2 , Miss Aijn.'s Ihill 2 

\V F Tiiomas 3 Miss I»<.rii Sinsil 1 

HLKnotts 2 :T \V Uis^duniiro 1 

Mrs M M Love 3;M LSiiiclds 2 

St(.'phen ^^tilcsJr 1 Mis«s A imusta Sinsil 2 

Howard C;itber. 1 J W Selvy , 1 

Israel Piiillii), ((.-olorod) 4 Miss (J 10 C'olfnian 1 

6 W Poe i 2 |T.I MiRa 3 

<T N Martin 2 \\V H McDauiel 4 

Miss Kat(M:(;oodnian '2 UK Ford 3 

H J Snively 1 (J W Throop 2 

RA Morrow 1 iDavid KriKht , 4 

Mrs M Uarstoek 5 !T<r Martin 2 

E W Winch 2 J P >(;olt 1 



Miss Nolio Core 1 

Mrs M J Grove 2 

E C Defhoss 4 



J ii lloli 2 

J M Hrohard 1 

W \V Pavn.' 1 



TUCKEK COUNTY.— L. S. Auvil, Siip't 

There were thirty s(*hoolfl taught in Tucker counts the past year, 
nearly all of which gave satisfaction. 

I visited all the schools but four, and found the teachers laboring 
with earnestness for the advancement of eclucallon. Wliile the 
teachers were engaged in doing all they could for the interest of tiicir 
respective schools, there wore a great many draw bucks to their suc- 
cess. Some parents were foolish luiough to keo]) their children at 
home in order to annoy the teachers. And right here let me say 
we need a compulsory law, in this county at any rate. 

Some of the Boards of Education are at work doing all they can to 
make the Free School System a success, while otlier boards are dor- 
mant, not even willing to levy sufficient to run the schools, after the 
people have delegated them to do so. At this point I will say, boards 
should have power to levy for the support of Free Schools (the same 
as courts have the power to levy to pay the expenses of the county ) 
without the people voting them that power. 

We have three new school houses that will be readv for use this 
coming winter. Our county being in the backwoods, it will bo some 
time before we get a sufficient number of houses for the accommoda- 
tion of all the pupils in the county. 

1 fear our success will not be so grand the coming winter as 1 
should like it to be. The respective Boards of l^^ducation have re- 
duced the salaries of teachers to such an extent that it has already 
produced a kind of chaos. I think it all wrong. Our numboi* one's 
will only get §20.00, and in some districts only 815.00 ])er month. I 
do think there ought to be a limit to the respective grades. 

I will say, concerning the law setting forth and governing Insti- 
tutes, 1 think it is just what we need to make the Free School System 
of education a success. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Nolson D Adams 1 .T F Jewel 3 

J B BlHokman 3 Miss Lizzie Burley 8 

Andrew Moore li J T Shaffer 4 



Lewis VV Harris 4 

Thomas (t Daniels 2 

L 1-: (hiiner 2 

P Y llunner ^ 

L\Uii^tY '- 

S P Haves -^ 

K C Moore, - 

Sarah J Maxwell ^ 

O L Philii)s -^ 

J T Mason 2 

S N iSwislier 1 

James H Snvder 1 

John M Shaffer 2 

James S. Poling ^ 

J S D Bell 'i 

Robert P Harris 



JHMester 4 

Miss A (r (Jilmore 3 

Frank Ashby 4 

S Pllaves 4 

(Jeo W'White 3 

Talbert Fergusson 4 

(ieo W Shaffer 4 

>C Kaker 3 

(J W Shatter 3 

i Y Day 2 

r M Strahin 2 

J f Uobey 2 

Mary James '. 4 

A M Sample 2 

J B Lambert 3 

James \V Campbell 2 



LS Copper 2 US Watson 4, 

Miss Leiie Lynn -I _ 

TYLER COUNTY.— T. N. Parks, Svpt 

In makini^ my fourth annual report of the Free Schools of Tyler 
county for the school year ending August 31, 1878, I take pleasure 
in submitting the following remarks: 

DISTRICTS. 

The county is divided into six districts, viz.- Elsworth, Lincoln, 
Union, Meade, Centreville, and MeElroy. These districts are sub- 
divided into sixty-five. 

SUB-DISTRICTS. 

Many sections of the county that were sparcely settled when the 
Free School system came into operation, have become quite populous; 
hence many changes in sub-district lines have become necessary. 
Several new schools have already been organized, and others are 
needed, while still others will become imperative as the population 
increases. This condition of things rendered it hard for Boards of 
Education to erect houses accessible to many families. But as these 
changes are made from year to year, giving the people greater advan- 
tages of the schools, so annually public sentiment is enlisted more 
and more in favor of Free Schools. 

We have in the county sixty-four 

SCHOOL HOUSES, 

which are: frames 54; brick 1 ; and logs 9. The log houses built are 
being replaced by frames. Three have been completed recently in 
Meade district. Many of these houses have been built for a numbes 
of years and need painting and other repairs; also, the school groundr 
in many places need enlarging, fencing, and other improvements. 
When school houses are situated where they are apt to remain, too 
much care cannot well be taken to make these improvements, as land 
is cheaper now than it will be in the future, and as great trouble, and 
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much ill feeling i8 caused by pupils trespassing on adjacent lands. 
^Lany of the school sites now contain only fi'om one-fourth to ono- 
half acre. But little effort has been made to render the school grounds 
attractive and pleasant. The grounds are unfenced, unshaded, and 
entirely without ornament. Teachers as well as school officers have 
shown too little concern for the condition and appearance of school 
houses and grounds. Unsightly heaps of ashes with other things 
have collected on school grounds, that for ooth the sanitary and 
a'sthetical conditions of the schools should be removed. 

THE TEACHERS EMPLOYED 

in the county during the year for which we report were superior in 
literar}" qualifications to those of any other year; and I believe as a 
. class they worked harder for the good of the schools than ever before. 
As a result for this work 810 pupils were enrolled in the county over 
the number enrolled the previous year; while thpre was an average 
daily atlondnnce of 341 more than for the previous year. The teach- 
ers em])loyed were all residents of the State with the exception of 
six who were from Ohio. But few lived outside the county. There 
were fifty-six males and eleven females employed, making a total of 
sixty-seveu. Each school was taught for four months without serious 
interruption, w^ith two exceptions. Much of this increased attend- 
ance, with the superior work done in the schools last winter, we at- 
tribute to the 

teachers' institutes 

that were held in the county, especially the one held in Middlebourne 
in November, 1877, conducted by the County Superintendent and 
Prof. Wade, County Superintendent of Monongalia county, assisted 
by President Thompson, of the State University, and Mr. G. W. At- 
kinson, editor of the Wheeling Standard, Many questions of vital 
importance to the Public Schools were discussed in the Institute, 
prominent among which was the 

GRADUATING SYSTEM 

as originated and introduced by Prof. Wade into the Free Schools of 
Monongalia county, and as adopted and practiced in other counties of 
the State. The teachers of the county voted unanimously to adopt it 
in Tyler county. I visited every school in the county with one ex- 
ception, Tit being closed on aceount of sickness when I visited that 
part of the county,) usually spending one half day at each school. 1 
notified each teaeher when I would beat his school, requiring a full 
atieiulance of the school: the number who had completed the course 
of study up to the beginning of the school year; the number w^ho 
would bo able to complete it in one. two, and three years respectively, 
also reciuesting the presence of the trustees with as many others as 
could be present. 

I'he time at each school was spent in aiding the teacher in jj^rading 

the school and getting acquainted with the organization and condit- 

tion of the school, as well as becoming acquainted personally as far 

as poHs'Mo with each individual pupil, always insisting on a regular 
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course of study for the schools. In order to bring our work more fully 
before the people and to acquaint them the better with our plans we 
held an 

EDUCATIONAL MEETING 

each evening to which all were invited. We held thirty-eight of 
those meetings in the county, and usually spoke to crowded houses. 
The meetings were open to all, and we were often assisted and en- 
couraged by teachers, parents, and others, by well and timely remarks. 
In carrying out the graduating system, and in order to test the 
thoroughness of those who wished to graduate in the Free. School 
course, we held 

DISTRICT EXAMINATIONS 

about the time the schools were closing in the spring. As the classes 
in some districts were small from want of material, we thought best 
to combine as far as convenient. Four examinations were held in the 
county: one at Zion school house in Union District; one at Sisters- 
ville, in Lincoln District; one in Middlebourne, for Elsworth and 
Meade Districts; and one in Centreville, for Contreville and McElroy 
Districts. At those several examinations persons wore examined in 
the seven branches directed to be taught in the Free Schools of the 
State, viz : orthography, reading, penmanship, arithmetic, English 
grammer, and geography; and many of them in several higher 
branches, such as physical geography, algebra, &c. All but five who 
entered the graduating class for 1878, were examined, unless prevent- 
ed by sickness. Nearly all who were not examined requested to be 
continued another year. Several who were examined will teach the 
coming winter, and all are among the most promising young men and 
wemen of the county. The number in the graduating class for 1879 
will be more than double ihe number in the class for 1878. The real 
usefulness and benefits of such a system will be known only as its of- 
fectft are seen in the future. 

To each one who sustained or passed a good and creditable exami- 
nation, we granted a 

DIPLOMA 

neatly printed in colors on fine paper, and signed by the County Su- 
periniendent, the President of the Board of Education and the teach- 
er, of the school to which the pupils belonged. It was deemed best 
not to grade these diplomas as in other counties, but fix a standard 
to which all should attain or not pans, which standard was fixed at 75 
per cent of all the questions asked ; also to give pupils the chance to 
pass on higher branches, and have them inserted on the face of their 
diplomas, which was thought to be a greater encouragement to schol- 
arship than grading diplomas. 

IN CONCLUSION. 

I would return thanks to Col. D. D. Johnson, Hon. D. F. Pugh, 
Eev. J. T. Hickman, James Stealeyand many others for the addresses 
delivered at the public examinations, and assistance rendered; also 
to all persons who assisted in rendering music, either vocal or instru- 
mental. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



W G. Smith iJosepli Parr 1 

8H Bell 2 11 Morrow 4 

J N Bell 2 Miss Mary Hartwick 4 

G W Loveall 2 Ro»>ert Smith 4 

J A xMaxwell 8 T C Hickman 2 

J T Dovaul 3;E McTracy 4 

Joseph Williams 2 Miss CC Bowser 2 

A Weekly :i Miss N C Loveall, (re-examined) 4 

James McCiee 2 E A Williams 2 

F M Keller 3 W W Patton 5 

J W Brittou 1 .luhn Cole 3 

DF Hissom ^. 1 T C Hickman, (re-examined) 3 

RSTaggart 2 J W Hickman (re-examined) 1 

G W McBride 1 RufusUllum, 3 

J B Hau^ht 3 M K Duty 1 

Waldo Broadwater 3,C B Owens 2 

N C Loveall 5 W R Mclntyre 2 

James Eddy 3 J N Mclntyre 3 

Jay Brooks 3 R B Edgell 4 

Miss Bell Prichard 3 Isaac Barker 3 

J B Haught 3iL F Davis 4 

Daniel Dencher 3 C J Allen , 1 

G S Smith 2 Joseph Ankrom 2 

Miss Belle J Bowser 3 Thos Creenbank 2 

Miss Frank Smith 1 D A McCJinnis 3 

Miss M attie Morrison 2i Waldo Broadwater (re-examined) S 

MiBS Emma Williams ; 2|J L Fordyce 1 

L. A Ix)wther IAN Fordyce 2 

P K Wilcox 2IW W Burgiss 3 

S C Van Camp 3iRev H J Boatman 1 

SC Van Camp, (re-examined) 2:G W Baker 3 

Miss Annie E Martin 2;W A Smith 2 

S S Grimes 2 Miss Cena Horton 3 



J E Morgan 3 



W R Smith 2 



PB Lowry 1 Miss Emma Greene 4 

J M Adams 2GD Smith 2 

J T Stewart 2 A B Wilson State Certificate. 

J W Hickman 2 J W Chesney Normal Diploma. 

N W Wells 2:0 J Moore *' " 

SC McWihiams 1 Miss L V Joseph " " 

H L Morris 2|J C Warner Examiner. 



UPSHUE COUNTY— J. S. Reger, Sup't 

I have the honor to send you herewith my first annual report of 
the condition of Free Schools in Upshur county. The schools, the 
past year, were all supplied with teachers, most of whom were earn- 
est, faithful and capable. 

The number of pupils enrolled and the average attendance both ex- 
ceeded those of the preceding year. 

The schools were all taught during the winter ; i. e. commencing in 
the fall and ending in winter or spring. No change of teachers dur- 
ing the session occurred, except in one instance, in which, for some 
reason, the teacher left the school about the beginning of the last 
month, the remainder of the session being taught by another. 

The people of Upshur have, from the organization of the State, 
been strongly in favor of Free Schools; and vote almost unanimously 
in favor of district levies. 

One of the greatest hindrances to the efficient working of the 
school system here, is the irregular attendance of the pupils. This is 
partly owing to carelessness of parents, and partly to the fact that 
some portions of the county are so thinly settled that a largo scope 
of territory has to be included in one sub-district, in order to secure 
the requisite number of pupils for a school; thus making the distance 
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to be traveled by some so great that the younger pupils can attend 
only in fair weather. 

There were employed in the schools of the county, the past year, 
seventy -five teachers. To supply the schools the present year, seven- 
ty-eight teachers will be required, three new sub-districts having been 
laid off since last winter, in all of which school houses are in course 
of erection. In addition to the houses already named, one is being 
built in a sub district in which, heretofore, they have been using an 
old log dwelling-house; and two have been completed in sub-districts 
in which schools have been taught in miserable "pole-cabins.'* Thus, 
for the first time since the organization of the school system, the 
county will be supplied entire with good, comfortable school houses. 

There are two graded schools in this county; one at Buckhannon, 
the county ;>eat, and one at Centerville, a village about about fifteen 
miles south of Buckhannon. The Buckhannon school employs four 
teachers, and had, during the last session, an attendance of two hun- 
dred and two pupils. The Centerville school employs two teachers, 
with an attendance of eighty-four pupils. 

The colored school at Buckhannon. was well attended, and the pro- 
gress of the pupils, everything considered, was satisfactory. Arrange- 
ments are being made for organizing a colored school in Union Dis- 
trict, in which a fund for colored pupils has been accumulating for 
some years. 

During the past winter I visited all the schools in the county, and 
found most of them in good condition, many being models of the best 
kind. 

TEACHERS AND (JRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



GeoC Allnian 1 

ijr tl Anderson 2 

*D N Amistrou;; 2 

Coleman Abbott 5 

J D Adkison 3 

S P Brooks 1 

Miss Alice Brown 2 

Miss Hattio Bimton 1 

E K Bacchus 3 

Miss Ada M Burr ^ 1 

MissMeta Balslev 2 

R C Brake '. 5 

Miss Laura S Brooks '.) 

O W Buuuer 2 

Geo W Beer 1 

Miss Lizzie liartlott 4 

Mis^i E M B.utlett 2 

Miss'linieBartlctt 3 

A S Bond 3 

(r E Bosely 4 

Eugene Brown 1 

Geo M Curtis 3 

M F Outright 3 

S P Ciitrignt 3 

Miss Jcruslia Cutright 3 

Miss Cordolia Carter 4 

C A Dunuington , 2 

J S Douglass 1 

Robt A Daruali 1 

G W Daniels 2 

Mrs L A Doyle 3 

Miss Jennie E Dean 3 

Ira L Earit 2 

(ieo W Eskow 3 

J S Fultz 2 

*MrsME Freeman 1 

S D Gould 2 

Miss A E Gould 4 

J Ijoomis Gould 2 

MrsR K Gould 2 



» Miss Ida L Hooker 4 

P D Hamrah 2 

T E Hodges 1 

G A Heluiick 3 

John A Hess 1 

John P Kellev 3 

J W Kidd : 1 

Wm H Lynch 1 

Paris Lewis 3 

E B Lanham 3 

Joseph Little 4 

A Linger 2 

Geo R Latham 1 

Lloyd B Ivovett 2 

A j'Marple 1 

Miss Ida M Moore 3 

O A Mosby 2 

Martin Madden 3 

F P Madd?n 2 

Miss Celia Morgan 2 

Miss L E Morgan 1 

Miss Flora A Moore 3 

S N MeCann 4 

\V T Napier 1 

B F P Ours 2 

James H Ours 3 

J OOsborue 3 

Miss Belle Moore 2 

r\fiss Emmie Perry 1 

David Poe 3 

W K Queen 2 

C N Queen 2 

J C Reese 2 

C L Rohrbaugh 2 

U M Strader 4 

(ieorge W Sujith 1 

N \V Senhauser 2 

F P Sexton 1 

Miss M J Totten 3 

W E Talbot 2 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES— Continued. 



MissLura T Gould 2 

Miss Khoda E Oould 1 

Mrs Lydia K Gould 3 

J R Grove 4 

E A Haniner 2 

Thos H HawUins a 



J V Tennev 2 

F V Taylor 1 

J E Van Gilder 2 

W C Van Gilder 2 

G D Westfall 1 

W 11 Woodley 3 



WAYNE COUNTY— Joseph M. iMARctiM, Sup't. 

1 have the honor to report that the Free Schools of Wayne county 
are progressing rapidly. Teachers appear to be discharging their du- 
ties with more energy than has been exhibited by them in former 
years. 

The system of holding Institutes seems to work admirably, and 
teachers manifest great interest in them, especially young teachers. 

We have been able to raise our scale of examination from 85 per 
cent, to 90. 

The day «eems to be dawning in which our people will fully appre- 
ciate the benefits to be derived from the Free School System. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



FMKeyser 1 

N B Fergusoti 2 

Tilmon Adkins 3 

Wni H Ferguson 3 

C E Hally 1 

J B Ferguson 1 

G W Frasher 4 

R PHanly 2 

Julia Newman 2 

P F Ball 4 

MF Ball 4 

Mary Kellv 1 

E Garret..' 1 

Mary Bloss 1 

Maggie Stevens 2 

Betty Maupins 1 

Wayne Lycaus 2 

A Mansfield 1 

Anna rfpiirlock 1 

Clara Ferguson 1 

Wayne Jarrel 2 

C J Hazard 2 

WmOdell 3 

A McConias 2 

Nancy Hensley 4 

B Newman 1 

Ella Porter 2 

neba White 2 

J S Smith 2 

T Sulivan 2 

A Kezel 2 

Carrie llamsdell 1 

J M Fuller 3 

Sarah Sires 3 

H H Dean 1 

O T Mot)re 3 

Lizzo Frazoile 1 

Lizzie Wriglit 2 

C Prichurd 3 

M Shannon 3 

Hor race Fuller 1 

.1 P Keysj^r 1 

Carrie Holt 1 

Mary Smith 3 

Nancv Hattan 3 

CoraSanns 2 

C F Jolmson 3 

Wm Ferguson 2 

G W Frasher 2 

Wm Copley 2 

Lazarus Marcum 1 



J B Bartram 3 

S W Porter 2 

J L Jarrel 2 

8 P Wiley 3 

n Fry 2 

G Frasher 2 

J S S Porter 2 

JM Park • 2 

John Park 2 

Sarah Steel 2 

Lizzie liell 1 

Wm Dean 1 

J J Ma.son 1 

J F H Thornburg 2 

S .1 Wilson H 

L G McClure 2 

M V Jarrel 3 

Moses Rife 1 

K F Bramer 2 

H W I^amhert 2 

J E Bramer 2 

J W Pinkerman., 3 

J L Kirk 2 

W T Cain 3 

Hugh Willis ; 2 

Sallie Workman 2 

H BStrattoii 2 

Iri Smith 2 

E D bamron 1 

R G Damron 1 

F M Smith 3 

Eanma Wellmau 2 

Dick Welliuan 2 

C F Butler 1 

John Laidley 3 

Hamilton Bloss 3 

W H Eplin 3 

Chapman Fry 2 

S S Rigg 2 

Mary Miller 1 

Jessie Miller 1 

H C Dunkle 2 

Wm Harrison 2 

Nettie 8mith 3 

Lizzie Sprouse 2 

J B Shepard 2 

James H Massie 3 

(r >V Ferguson 2 

G W Frasher 1 

Polly Finley 3 
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WEBSTBK COUNTY.— N. W. CurToN, Sup't, 

It is a source of regret to me, that our schools have not been taught 
the full period ol four months. Owing to the fact that some of the 
citizens of this county are still opposed to the Free School system, 
the district boards failed to lay a sufficient levy to carry on the 
schools four months. I think that when the Board of Education is 
authorized by the majority of the people to lay the required 
levy, they should do so, as less than a four months school geueralyl 
proves unsatisfactory.* Generally those who are opposed to the Free 
School system are not true lovers ot popular education. 

Thus is injustice done to the teachers of this county, as well as 
injury to the school system, by the Boards of Education, by not pay- 
ing such salaries as would justify teachers to devoting their time 
and talents to this work. 

In the past year twenty-five primary schools were tauojht in this 
county ; and although the average daily attendance was not very 
good, I am pleased to be able to speak more favorably of them than 
heretofore. 

My report shows the enumeration of youth to be nine hundred 
and thirty-seven ; of this number only four hundred and ninety-six 
attenden school, while the average daily attendance is but two hundred 
and ninety- four, or but a little more than thirty-one per cent ot the 
youth in the county. Number studying each branch : Orthography, 
387; reading, 247; writing, 115; arithmetic, 84; geography, 20; 
English grammar, 27 ; History, 16. Visits by the county superin- 
tendent, 19; by other officers, 118. Total 137. Aggregate value of 
school property, $2,305.00. (?) Total receipts for all purposes, $2,852.45. 
Total expenitures for all purposes, $2,437.80. ^ 

■^The school law provides that thej may be compelled by vumdamu*. — State Superiidwdeni. 
TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



C W Benednm 1 

JBartlett 1 

B D Hutchison 1 

HC Shock 1 

J R Shock 1 

J L Cochran 1 

Wallace Collister 1 

Miss Maggie Arthur 1 

Miss Verna Webb 1 

W BStanard 1 

A W Cogar 1 

J C H togar 1 

A J ii^alisbury 1 

Miss Ella Brake 1 

Mrs P 8 Lynch 1 

Miss' Annie Cogar 1 



Cyrus PoHng 1 

A FSwentzei 1 

J H Hardway 2 

A TSwentzeL 2 

W P Morton 2 

T J Myers 2 

Mrs M E Salisbury 2 

MissM A Hickman 2 

V S Lynch 2 

W A Arthur : 2 

T F Hosey 2 

GRexroad ^ 2 

A G Bums 8 

LeviSkidmore 3 

F B Hosey 3 



WETZEL COUNTY— Geo. K. Franks, Sup't. 

1 visited the schools last winter while they were in session, and I 
found the great majority of them progressing finely. I made it a 

Eart of my business to spend at least one half day in each school, and 
ad the teacher go on with his daily routine and hear his recitations. 
12 
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I found the most of the teachers live and progressive, manifesting 
great interest as well as pleasure, in their profession. 

There is a great lack of good school houses in this county. In 
Grant District some of the houses are but miserable log huts, not fit 
for any purpose, much loss for a school house. Proctor and Centre 
Districts have the best houses, and they also secure the best teachers, 
as a general thing. There are in process of erection quite a number 
of good houses in each of the districts, and I think in the course of 
two or three years will be supplied with comfortable houses. 

I think that the teachers of Wetzel county will compare favorably 
with the teachers of her sister counties. They are all alive to the in- 
terests of education, and anxious to improve themselves. We have a 
Teacher's Association which is a credit not only to the county, but to 
the whole State. 



TEACHERS AND GRADES OP THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



John N Van Camp 1 T AJLowe 1 

J C Snodgraas 2lJohn P Hardin 2 

W E PiMFSon 38 L JoUiff. 2 

.7 WMcIntire ^ 2;01iverCook 2 



Erviii Burge 1 

Eliliu Taylor 2 

Mary L Barr 2 

Magfifle E Snodgraas 1 

Moflio E Abersuld 2 

Jacob B Moore i 

MatticF:iy 4 



D N Mclntire 2 

Julia Lavelle i 

Samuel Earl i 

Emma Haught 2 

Annie Martin i 

Emily Philips 2 

G W Ix>udenslager .■ 2 



W W Bowser 1 Ellis Dulany 2 

Michael Brast 2 J T Toothman 2 



Louella Nesbitt 2 

G J> Kibert 3 

H J Richardson 3 

W C Brown 1 

W R Homan 2 

E A Williams 2 

Brent Shriver 2 

B B Newman 1 

I A Richardson....; - /... 2 

Jesse Morris 3 

W P Fernell 1 

Charles H Lehu ; ^ 2 

JEM Howard 2 

James M Ashcraft i....^ 2 

Samuel Ressigger 2 

¥ M Waymau 1 

A N Wade 3 

8C Van Camp 2 

WM I^wrey •.. 8 

Maggie Martin 2 

A T George 2 

Louisa E George 1 

M E Salley 1 

William C:irolin ., 2 

Samuel Stout 3 

J M Monroe 2 

.T W Johnston - 3 



IN Crawford 2 

D W Shields ^ 2 

W P Morris 2 

T P Clulter i 

F M Long B 

HHillock I 

J W Deberry a 

James W Monroe 1 

T R Wilson 2 

Silas Woodruff. .♦ 8 

Aljfred Lemley S 

W S Scott 2 

William Dolen 3 

Henry MConklin ,. 2 

James A Coleman 2 

J P Brock 2 

W 8 Brock., 2 

Joseph Gordon 2 

W CHanen.... 2 

W E Giblln 2 

J. V. Giblin 2 

T JHosklnson 2 

A G Shriver 2 

J L Booher 2 

R R Steed 2 

L S Moffltt 2 

SG Ash 2 



1 



Mary AHurdley ^ 2 



R L hhnrpnack 2 



Z T Stewart 

Maggie Meighen 

Mirv McGuffin 1 E P I^owman 2 

WM Meighen 2:J D Russell 1 

D W Elder 4 Fredeiick Sutter 3 



Gemina Robinson 1 

Stfi)hon A Carney 3 

Lindsay Merrill a.. 1 



John U Morgan liFriend Palmer 



Marion Taylor 8 

Maggie B Marsh 8 

Georjfe'H.Masoti :...•. 4 



F M Watson 2 

(llharles J Lavelle..... 1 

Theo B Glover 1 

Wlie Glover.... ;..•! 

Jere Cross i 2 



Marv A Green 2 

J F Kirkland 8 

W F Shuman v. 8 

J'W Mclntire i..i.»....;...wv. ;...». ■. T 

DN Mclntire .,2 



Thomas M Hasklna ; ;. 2Ellbu Taylor l' 

ZJllah Ice ..;......^,..i...^w », 2l J E M Howard...,......^ H> 
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WIKT COUNTY— D. C. Casto, Sufi, 

1 take pleasure in submitting my fourth annual report "of the con- 
dition of the schools of Wirt County. I cannot make as flattering' 
report of the schools as I would like, yet lam able to say that we have 
made some progress. We have been steadily advancing from year to 
year, in the Free School work, perhapf? no year in the history of the 
schools in the County, was marked with more solid improvement than 
the one which has jtist closed. Our schools are on a firmer basis than 
ever before; teaching partook less of the experimental and more of 
the professional type of teaching; the teachers had more experience, 
and consequently, there was more system in the methods of school 
management. In my visits to the schools, 1 found more uniformity 
in methods, and seemingly a better understanding of the duties of" 
the teacher. There was not that gradual increase in the percentage 
of attendance which has been characteristic of the schools of Wirt, 
for the last three years. There are now enumerated two thousand, 
three hundred and sixty-six youths, between six and twenty-one 
years of age, of these one thousand, four hundred and thirty-eight 
attended school, and made an average of one thousand and seventy- 
four, shewing that only sixty-one per cent, of the children attend, and 
that there is only an average per cent, of fourty-two of the enumera- 
tion. There is evidently some remedy for this. The schools fail to 
reach the class for which they are intended. I am in favor of a law 
that will bring these children into school who are deprived of this in- 
estimable privilege, by the careless indifference ot ignorant parents. 
If this is compulsory law, then let us have compulsion. Wirt County 
spent in the payment of teachers during the past year, $6,126.12, and 
in the expenses incident to the schools $1,443.68, making a total of 
$7,569.81, to defray the expenses of educating one thousand and sev- 
enty-four youths, whereas, the entire youth of the County could have 
been instructed for the same sum, thereby reducing the cost per scholar 
over one half Each sub-district in the County, had on an average, a 
little over four months school, some had more and a few had less. 
The County schools generally commenced about the first of Novem- 
ber, and closed about the middle or last of March. We have never 
had a year of more perfect and complete harmony than the one which 
has just closed, the teachers had no reason to complain, for they were 
fully sustained in all they did by the patrons of the school, and the 
parents could not complain, for the teachers wholly did their work 
and were prompt in their discharge of duty. 

The Sheriff of the County came fully up to the requirement of the 
law, and in most cases, promptly paid the teacher's orders when pre- 
sented; pecuniarly the teacher had no reason to complain, unless per- 
haps, in some of the districts where the salary was reduced too much 
by the Boards of Education. 

We now have about a sufficiency of teachers residing in the County 
to supply the -schools, heretofore we have been in a measure depend- 
ent on neighboring counties, and have had a few teachers from Ohio. 
The High School at Wirt Court House, and the Graded School, at 
Burning Springs, are each doing a good work fbr the common schools 
of the County, beside offering great a*dvantages to the young people 
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who reside in the vicinity of each. The Eiizabeth^'school sends out 
one, and the Burning Springs school sends out five young teachers 
this year, whose qualifications, are in many respects, superior to 
the qualifications of the older teachers. 

?* Few of our teachers attend the Normal schools of the State, prefer- 
ring to attend these schools near home, rather than to go to others. 
The Elizabeth School was in session six months during the past year, 
with an average attendance of seventy-seven, and the Burning 
Springs School, nine months, with an average attendance of seventy 
students 

I held three sessions of the County Teachers' Institute, ten days 
in all, which were liberally attended by the teachers, and much good 
accomplished. The good accomplished in these Institutes was seen in 
the system and uniformity in the methods of teaching introduced into 
the common schools. The Peabody Institute, held at Burning Springs, 
in July, by Prof. H. N. Mertz, was a success and did much to improve 
the teaching ability of the teachers who attended. 

I visited all the schools in the County, except five in Clay District, 
lusually spent from two to four hours in each school, in examining 
and hearing classes and noting the methods of classes and general 
management of the teachers. I found the schools all doing as well 
as I could expect under the circumstances. 

The Boards of Education made the annual settlement with the 
Sheriff at the time required by law. The districts are now all out of 
debt, except Clay, which still has a small balance of the large debt it 
contracted in building school houses and Burning Springs (Inde- 
pendent) which is still largely in debt, and not much prospect of 
soon getting out, as the district can pay, each year, but a small por- 
tion of the principal after paying the running expences of the school 
and the interest on the debt. Property has so greatly decreased in 
valuation since this debt was contracted that there cannot be realized 
from the levy, more than one-third what was anticipated when the 
debt was contracted. 

I have not the usual complaint to make of Secretaries of the Boards 
of Education. All of the Secretaries, with perhaps one exception, 
made the annual report at the proper time, and taking everything in- 
to consideration, I think made very good reports. During the year 
I assisited and advised with the Secretaries as to the proper method 
of keeping their books, and when the time came to make the reports, 
invited them to my office and assited in making the report. I regard 
it as a mistake in the law that the members of the Board of Educa- 
tion are not paid a reasonable per diem wages, and would suggest 
that the law be changed regulating the number of meetings in the 
year, and allowing reasonable wages, say that of a juror. I believe 
that the Presidents of the Boards of Education should meet together 
with the County Superintendent, and regulate the wages in the 
different districts, so as to have more uniformity of the wages over the 
County. The evils of some of the districts giving high and the 
others low wages is patent to all school officers. 

Wo have in Wirt County a fair class of school officers. The only 
wonder to me is that we have men who are willing to t^ke such a 
thankless position and make so many sacrifices where they only have 
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a common interest with all other citizens of the county. I am under 
many obligations to the school officers of the County, for their zeal 
and co-operation in the work, and especially am I under obligations 
to W E. Hall and D. S Falkerth, members ot the Board Examiners, 
for their assistance and valuable work in the Institutes. In conclu- 
sion 1 want to say that our schools are in a good condition with much 
encouragement of continued prosperity. We are apt to overlook the 
fact that much remains to be done yet before our schools will attain 
that perfection which we would love to see. We want to see its in- 
fluence widening and extending until all the citizens are benefited, 
and it is made to effecfually reach that class for which the schools 
were organized. 

TEACHERS GBADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Miss Anna Showalter 2 J H McCoy 2 

D N Prewith 4 M F Wooddell 8 

E R Fence IS K Somraerville S 

E Cr Franklin 1 E W Bowersock 2 



CE Vandevender 1 

Samuel Showalter 4 

John Showalter..,. 5 

B C Hammiltun 3 



G W Stevens 2 

A S Cheuvront 8 

Miss Annio Showalter 1 

D BRogei-s 1 



Frank McKim.....# I'Miss Jessie Hopkins 3 



J B Smith 5 

Miss Addle Reinier 2 

S F Wells 1 

Miss Josephine Bradford 1 

Miss Mary I Thorn 1 

Miss Jennie Mutton 1 

A B Davis 1 

DF Stanton 1 

W H Sharpnack 1 

W T Dublin 3 

W M Lotterredge 1 

C L Hall 2 

Miss Kate McKinley 3 

William Stutlcr 3 

Weuster Butcher 2 



Miss Lucy Manning 8 

V Dulin 1 

Noah Dulin 2 

Miss M H Blaylock 1 

R B Howard 1 

A C Famsworth 2 

Mrs A CFarnsworth 2 

Miss ClemieUice 1 

Miss Agnes Ruble 2 

Miss AunaFRittenhouse 1 

W a Duer 1 

Miss MalerraSelby 1 

v^iss Emma Selby 1 

Miss Rosa Memam 3 

L Rogers 1 



WOOD COUNTY.— Samuel T. Stapleton, Sup't. 

I have the honor, after much delay, to transmit to you my annual 
report of the condition of the Common Schools ot Wood county, for 
the scholastic year ending on the 31st day of August, A. J), 1878. My 
report is not so full, nor so accurate as I had hoped to make it. It 
seems next to impossible to get an accurate report from the country 
districts ; and I need not confine the inaccuracies to the country dis- 
tricts, for the reports of the Boards in our city and village schools are 
far from correct. This is owing, in some degree, to the small salary 
paid the secretaries. Incompetency in some cases exists. In some 
districts the labor of the secretary is worth many times the amount of 
compensation fixed by law. We cannot hope to secure competent 
persons in any branch of business without adequate compensation. 
Neither can we, in the matter of attending to the secretaries work of 
our Common Schools. This it seems tome, is of importance to the 
proper transaction of public business, as well as private. 

Institutes have been held in compliance with Section 30 of the 
school law. I am not prepared, at this time, to make as favorable a 
report of their working as I would like to, from the fact that teachers 
are not in sympathy with the system, and not being interested, they 
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dp not, of course, make them as profitable as could be made. This 
iridiifference is owing partly to the tact that teachers are so poorly paid 
that they cannot well afford to spend time and money to improve 
tliemselves in the art of teaching. The best teachers receiving little 
more compensatiou for their labor than enough to pay their expenses 
by practicing the strictest economy. It is to be regretted that the 
persons to whom tiio moral and intellectual devolopement of the 
youths of the State are entrusted, are so poorly paid. It is an error 
that should by all means be corrected, else ere long we will lose from, 
the profession the best teachers. I am not, however, prepared at 
this time to suggest any well digested method, the application of which 
would correct the evil ; especially am I slow to suggest it at this, time 
when our people seem to be paying all the taxes it is possible for them 
to boar. 

I would venture to make one suggestion, however, as to the more 
successful working of the Institutes of the State, to-wit : let a small 
appropriation of money be made for the purpose of defraying the nec- 
essary expenses ot holding Institutes. The County Superintendent 
is directed to hold the Institutes, but no provision is made for ex- 
penses of every kind. There should be some well qualified persons 
employed to instruct in these Institutes and they should be paid. 
; The schools of the county have all been in operation during the 
past year, and I have the pleasure to report that notwithstanding 
the low wages, great progress has been made. I could not in justice 
mention any i)articular school, but will say that with few exceptions 
the schools have been all that could be expected. In this connection 
I desire to say that it has been my purpose to encourage the young 
men and women of ray county and State, to engage in the protiession 
of teaching. To do this, I have given my presence at all times, when 
that presence would operate to the prejudice of the schools. I have 
found it to work so well that now nearly ninety percent, of the teach- 
ers of this county are its citizens. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



Sttrie Crichton ] iKeDnie Smith 2 

Annie R. Mcintosh !• Annie Hatcher 2 

M P Dabele !■ Annie Taylor 2 

D McAllister 1 Flora Cooper 2 

WBibbe 1 Pierce Leavitt 2 

D B Horton l; W R Fagin 2 

D Bennington 1 L F Keever 2 

J WTaggart 1 Benton Clark 2 

S D Cru' l.W P Whitlatch 2 

J J N.elson IE N Woodyard 2 

E 8 Cox 1 G A Coleman 2 

J C Black I'Nettie Leachnian 2 

Orlando Woofter 1 Alice Maunel 2 

R B SeflSus 1 Cora Maunel 2 

GeoK Scott llF AJerters 2 

8 T Boggess I'Clara Cripps 2 

Hannah Vinton 1 Alice B Nicholson 2 

Lipzie Hinckley 1 Addie Gibbs 2 

R B Muset'er llFannie Bradford 2 

V W Leavitt...: 1 W P Mann ^ 2 

Alanson Mortise liMary E Baird 2 



HCWfual 1 

A L Martin, 1 

RT Barber 1 

Of Willi.;.;.:....-....;.:.... ..*. l 



Martha Fisher 2 

Maggie Anderson 2 

Ada Richardson 2 

Chas WiBibaifar » S 
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TEACHBR8 AND GBADSS OF THEIB CERTIFICATES— Oontinued. 



ErainaHali 11 W N Biirk 2 

Mary Coper 1 G W McVey ..j.; 2 

Araly Slivogt 1 Geo A Johnson 2 

GeoTgie Pennybaker liM:iry L Vansant 2 



Bessie Tennybaker 1 

Lizzie B Davis 1 

Fannie LShaw 1 

A WJudkins 1 

David Martin 1 

W W Robinson 1 

Floyd Sexton 1 

W M Straus 1 

AH Anoime 1 

W O Butts 1 

T J Staley I 

L C Page 1 

Elizabeth McCreary 2 

C Fankhouser 2 

J W Reed 2 

MoUieRyan 2 

fe V PTaverner 2 

H J Ross 2 

GeoWolcott 2 

M P Prettyman 2 

M S Black 2 

Sophia Lacker 2 

Wm H Underwood 2 

J J Lynch 2 

A Ross 2 

Agnes Wineberger 2 

J L Champs 2 

G H Caldwell 2 



Hattie Creel „ 2 

Balser Gauguer 2 

H S Dye 2 

T J Farrell 2 

US AJlerman 2 

A C Barrett 2 

Gertrude Lovitt 2 

IdaShephei-d 8 

James Hiett 2 

W S.Mann :t 

E Walker 9. 

Annie Watkins 8 

Clara E Marsh 8 

Amanda Sindledecker >... 8 

M C Whitlaich 8 

MoUie E Camps 8 

Maggie Hughes 8 

Susanna Anderson 8 

Mary Anderson 8 

Isaiah Brothers 8 

Orella Chapman 

C^)ra Greece , 

Birtie Rider 

Maggie E Shaw. 
Viola Warren..., 

W S Keever 

Ross M Clino.... 
Josie Hart , 



Daniel Turner 2: John Clemson :, 

W M Athey 2\ \ R Shaw & 

Wra Junklnson 2 G T Snode 6 

T G Rec to r 2 W Gillman ;, 5 

WYOMING COUNTY— James L. Marshall, Sup't 

In transmitting this, my first report, I am sorry to say it must 
necessarily be imperfect, as it is impossible, in almost all cases, to ob- 
tain correct reports from the secretaries of boards. I have been to 
much trouble in trying to get these reports correct, but failed in miahy • 
instances because of the inaccuracy of district records. It is true the 
greater number of our school officers are wholly incompetent and; 
inefficient, owing perhaps, partly, to the fact that business men do 
not want offices which will not pay, and consequently Jincompetent/ 
and many times unprincipled, men get positions, to say the least of 
which, they are incapable of filling with honor to themselves and! 
pafety to the cause they represent. I see no remedy this side of addi- 
tional legislation. I find the greatest difficulties in our county grbw- 
ing out of the management of the boards and sheriffs, and that, with 
the poverty of our county, financial pressure, and consequently high 
or heavy taxation, is disinclining many of our citizens. So we find 
anti-levy men are multiplying and doing all they canto militate 
against the system of Free Schools. ' *. 

As it has been suggested that we notice in our reports the amend-' 
ments necessary for the better working of the system than that under 
which we are now working, I dare give my opinion, offering only the 
changes which I think would suit our part of the Stated I would^ 
suggest that we have in place of the present board system but on«; 
commissioner to each district, representing and attending to the en- 
tire interest of his district: that the law required him to be-ft man ol. 
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intelligence and capacity, and able to give bond and security ; that 
this board, composed of one from each district, be required to meet 
as often, and at such times as might be necessary, to transact all busi- 
ness, and that one clerk be employed to to do all the business ; and 
that this board and secretary shall bo paid a reasonable compensa- 
tion, such as would induce good and competent men to assume the 
high vocation of that of transacting business and arranging for the 
education of the rising generation. I likewise recommend that the 
county superintendent be required to act as president of this board, 
and that all settlements of the board with reference to the entire 
business of settlements between themselves, the sheriff, &c., come by 
some means under the supervision of the county superintendent, and 
he likewise be required to be able and apt to the business of his office. 
I regard that ot three trustees unfavorable. Let us have but one, 
and let him hold the office longer, and let him be able to do the busi- 
ness of reporting between his sub-districts and for his district to the 
board, &c. ; likewise let him be paid for his services. 1 would suggest 
the importance of a school treasurer in each county, to whom the 
sheriff should pay over the levy, and he ( the treasurer ) to receive 
and disburse the entire School Fund, and thus call in all legal school 
drafts. It requires in our county, with six districts, about $200 per 
year to pay the secretaries of boards, and for enumerating youths, 
while a clerk might be had to do the entire work for perhaps S50 or $60 ; 
and good efficient commissioners would serve for about $30 per year 
(to each), and have the enumeration made, and all other duties per- 
formed, and with such protective care as would save to a county like 
this not less than $500 (over their wages), which hitherto has been 
wasted, and also do the worthy cause its merited honor. Again, if no 
more change is made, it is to be hoped we shall have more effective 
means to suppress the running little schools at so great cost, and, if 
constitutional, a compulsory law, to some extent. The boards, in 
some respects, have too much latitude granted them by the law. They 
do much injury on some occasions in fixing the salaries of teachers, in 
appointing secretaries and Boards of Examination. I would suggest 
the importance of additional legislation with reference to the teachers 
attending Institutes. It would be, perhaps, better were they not al- 
lowed to teach unless they attended some Institute each year, and if 
the time was not returned to them, as we find it with our present law, 
it would be better they had better be required to teach twenty days 
for a month and say nothing about their pay for attending the Insti- 
tute. There are so many who cannot see the benefit indirectly accru- 
ing to the children (as it surely does) that their prejudices are raised 
to the highest pitch. 

But I close in favor of every possible means being used for the per- 
petuation of the Heaven horn Free School System, the blessing to the 
masses and the giver of good citizenship. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



A J Toung 1 

Hendei-flon BaUey 1 

JohnHowertoo 4' 

J J Gaunoe 1 

Lee ChambecB. 1 

Wm Osborne 1|J B Elliaon 



Lewis Cook 5 

James B Toler 4 

Isaac Bailer 5 

WmCanterbenr 1 

J 8 Poe 1 
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A J j\!.iiu)ii)< 



l;Ix?inuol (loode .., 3 



(' II ("HiiterbeiTy liPliillip I^inbort 2 

Ihmiel <lui)iioe I'J X Croesier 1 

f- V Koach 1 Tc.UisoTi Leek 5 



TJ ('-.Hjp.r 1 RB lister 4 

Hiram Little 2 VV E ICchoIs 1 

T.l Little 1 SKKiiiey 4 

John A('(>..k 1 BE Wells 4 

<; W > liom\)S(H) 2 ItJchard MitclielJ 2 

.1 C II Shannon 3 E A Smith 3 

liohecni J Marshall 2 James C«'ok 2 

Mavy A Sarvor 2 William Trivett 2 

J DfShumale 1 P V l^nibere 2 

Wm J Short 5 James Smith 4 

CITY OFMARTINSBUl^G.— A. Tegetroff, Supt 

As the condition of our schools (iurini!; the last year has essentially 
been the same, as that diirinijf the year preceding, I beg leave to sub- 
mit the report without further remarks. 

TEACIIEUS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 



AT'^^-ethoir. 1 

Wm (ierbhanit 1 

A R lAu,i; 1 

(" V Tho.nimrg 1 

M;^s Alice Wils.m 1 

Mi-s(J L Winn 1 

Miss Annie >ra(Jiia \ 

Miss Anni,' Hill i 

Miss Jenni.; Albartis 1 

Mi«:S Emma Hujrh'S ^ 



\fi<s Annie Colston 2 

Miss Jrnnie Ri.ldie 2 

Miss Emma Snodgr. ss 3 

Miss Rebecca Kratz 3 

%iiss Annie O'Neal 2 

Miss Mollie Fiery 2 

. iss Kate Aliern 3 

r R Cliff .rd (col) 2 

Mrs E vl Clifford (col) 2 



WHEELING CITY.— John C. IIervey, Supt 

In submitting the annual statement of the Public Schools of Wheel- 
ing, tor the 3'ear ending August 31, 1878. I desire in addition to the 
usual statistical report, to present the following table, showin;^ the 
average monthly enrollment in each division of each day school, also 
salaries ot teachers and cost per pupil fov tuition. 
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94 
94 
40 
30 



Total 1 :i^'>1.8' 452 3} 507 4' 786 3 1413.2 3521.0: 83 S36,735 0<» §10 43 



The day schools wore in oj)er?.tion ten months. The evening 
schools were kept open during the months of November, December 
and January, at a cost of instruction per month for each pupil of 
Sl.OO. 
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